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UNITED  STATES  OJ*  NORTH  AMERICA 

CANADA,  &c. 

IN  THE  TEARS  1795>   179^,  AND  1797. 


PASSAGE  FROM  CHARLESTON  TO 

NORFOLK. 

THERE  do  tiot  frequently  occur  oppor^ 
tunities  of  obtaining  a  paflage  fioA 
Charlefton  to  Norfolk:  the  feafon  was  too 
far  advanced  to  admit  of  travelling  on  horf»> 
back  tbrough  NorthXarolina,  and  making  in 
that  fbte  a  Sufficiently  long  (by  to  acquire  good 
infonnation.  After  having  waited  a  week 
for  a  veflel  to  convey  me  to  Virginia,  I  had 
ci^;aged  a  Urth  in  a  (loop:  but  my  CIuaAeftoa 
friends  thought  it  too  much  encumbered 
irith  paflengers  to  allow  of  my  befaig  convf*^ 
liiently  acconmiodated  on  board;  befides  its 
being  indifferently  equipped ;  and  Mr.  Oram, 
Vol.  IL  B  one 
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one  of  thofe  gentlemen  from  whom  I  had  ex- 
perienced the  greateft  civilities  at  Charlefton, 
invited  me  to  give  the  preference  to  a  fmall 
veflel  that  was  c'onfigned  to  him,  which  be- 
longed to.  one  of  his  friends  at  Norfolk,  and 
which  was  to  fail  in  two  days.  This  veflel 
was  not  to  be  laden,  to  carry  no  other  paflen- 
gers  tKan  the  owner's  nephew  and  myfelf, 
and  to  take  us  in  three  days  to  Norfolk.  Al- 
though I  difliked  the  veflel  on  account  of  her 
^  '       •       •  • 

fmall  fize,  as  flie  was  but  of  twenty-nine  tons 
burden,  yet  the  advantage  of  the  other  cir- 
cumftances    coiinterjbalanccd   that    objedUoB, 
4BkU  t^aiiJd^Uy  acc<pte4  the  offer  :l)ut,^in- 
^dtsid  -^  filing  at  tlie  expir^fon  of  tyro  day^ 
-flic  was  delayed  fi-^:  days ' Jongor :  iaftead  of 
^hating  ne  caigo,  fhe  was  laden  with^cafks  of 
iifcc  cveii'  to  tthe  very  cabin  :    inftead.  oif^a 
^nghe  rfeHow-paflenger,  there  were  four-: .  in^ 
jftdldof 'beiBg^'a  good  failer^.  fhe  was  as  flow 
Cfif^«<®litch'dc$gger:   the,  captain  wfta  i|gf)<>- 
♦fint^  'tefey^  c^ctelefs,  and :  iinac^uaimed^  with 
tte"*fficult*toaft  of  North-Garoliiisi;, .  ,.:^    -. 
^■^At-l«hgth',-dfter  having  encoui^tex^d-  the 
inbft'-feri6u»  dangers,  on  the  fl^alii  of  Qipe 
^Ar  and  Cape  Lookout,  which  w«  Qli^l^t  to 

have 
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tucve  left  at  theNdiftan^e  of  thirty:  mflee  ;  af- 
ter harTitfg  had''<me  cf  cur  mafts  four  timei 
Ihattcfedibytfaa  fcv«rity  of  the  Irentber;  aft^f 
having  run  aground  during  the  night -Ont'sii 
bank  in  Ch^fapealc-Bay ,  fram*  wjiicb  we'  Ex- 
tricated ourfeWci-^h- difficulty*  at. the  ex* 
pence  of  four  hoiifi'' fev  ere  Jabour  ;  after 
baling  eicaped  from  feveral  othef  perils  to 
wiiicli  the  ignorance  and  negle£fc  oCrour.cap*-^ 
tain  bad  expofcd  us;  and  after  a  moft  uil- 
pleaiant  voyage  of  eleven  day s,  we  arrived  at 
Norfolk  on  the  2{;th  of  May. 

Thus  it  often'  happens  that  the  event  is  Bur 
from  correfponding  with  the  xneafures  plan- 
ned  by  jprudent  forefight :  but  inconveniences 
and  dangers  are  nothing  when  they  are  paflV 
ed ;  and  tho^  attached  to  fea-voyages  leave  a 
leis  ^ong  impreiiion  on  the  mind  than  any 
other.  .  JSefideSy  dn  fea,  danger  does  not  fub^ 
}c€t  the  paflenger  to  any  laborious  e;Kertion3 : 
for  in  that  fituiation,  beijroodalliOth^tSybeis 
compelled  to  icknoidedgt  hioifelf  fubjei^  to 
the  fway  of  uncontnollable  nec^flity.  Hij 
condition^  however^  is  ti/Ot  on  that  accoun| 
the  more  agreeable;  fur  from  tt;^but  it  a£rcr4s 
a  fort  (tf  .]z^l4ncltf)ly:.tfConfoli(tijoqk'4U>  a  mai) 

B  2  already 
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already  iiM»gued  with  untoward  events>  and 
predifpofed  to  bear  with  patience  thofe  fur^ 
ther  crofles  of  which  he  is  deftined  to  be  the 
^port. 

On  mj  pailage  I  learned  that  our  litde 
vcffcl  belonged  ^  Colonel  H  *  *  *  *,  the 
firitifh  conful,  and  principal  of  one  of  the 
moft  opulent  commercial  houfes  in  NorfbUc, 
whicht  however,  does  not  bear  his  name,  but 
that  of  his  nephew,  Thomas  H**** :  for  by 
the  laws  of  England,  and  thofe  of  every  nation 
who  wifh  that  the  duty  <if  their  envoy  ihould 
be  the  primary  objed:  of  his  attention,  a 
conful  is  not  allowed  to  carry  on  any  fpecies 
of  commerce  in  the  country  where  he  is  em- 
ployed. But  Colonel  H  *  ♦  ♦  ♦,  like  fo  many 
others,  thus  eludes  that  regulation,  and  em- 
ploys his -capital  on  his  own  account  under 
the  firm  of  his  nephew,  which  he  direds  as 
completely  m  if  he  were  the  avowed  princi- 
pal ia  the  bufinels.  It  was  with  Mn  Morgan 
•—who  is  not  the  colonel's  relative  as  Mr. 
Grant  had  informed  me,  but  one  of  the  per- 
fobs  employed  under  him  for  the  afiairs  of 
the  confulate-*-that  I  iSuled :  and  from  his 
converfation  I  had  a  new  oppartunity  of  ob- 

-  ferving 
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ierving  how  uniformly  all  thofe  who  are  em- 
ployed by  the  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  miniftry,  and  all  fuch 
as  have  imbibed  their  principles,  fpeak  of  the 
Americans  with  averfion  and  contempt  Such 
a  diipofition  on  their  part  feems  as  little  likely 
to  fumi(h  motives  that  ihould  render  palati^ 
ble  the  late  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce^  m 
the  articles  of  the  treaty  itfelf. 

^nce  the  revolutioo,  ^  *  ^  *  has  nomi^ 
nated,  for  her  cpnfuls  in  the  United  States, 
Americans  who  had  been  profcribed  in  their 
native  coimtry  for  having  taken  part  in  op^ 
politkm  to  the  caufe  of  independence ;  (he 
has  fent  thither,  as  her  mimfters,  men  th^ 
moft  violent  in  their  opinionst  and  in  their 
diicouries  againft  the  American  natiim.  Id 
the  midft  of  peace  flic  ieizes  her  fliips,  and 
prefles  her  iailors  ;  flie  renews  tkefe  ontragea 
with  additional  violence  at  the  very  .moment 
of  condnding  the  treaty  of  alliance;  and  the 
American  government  te^es  no  lefentment 
of'  fuch  proceedings.  When  we  iee,  as  is 
the  cafe  at  the  iH:e(ent  period,  that  molality 
and  honefty  are  utterly  difr^arded  in  poli- 
tus,  it  it  CMfy  to  account  for  the  condoA  of 

■   B  1  '  «  *  ♦  * 
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^  t  *  *  in  this  particular;   but  that  of  the 
-Amdrican  rulers  is  wholly  unaccountable, 
ri  :In  failing  out  of  Charleftbii^Bay;  we  crofled 
the  bar  by  the  north  paflagci  near  Sullivan's 
tflanid :  this  is  the  narroweft  and  fhalloweft 

ft 

of  all  thepaflages ;  biit  it  Was  more  than 
dii^ciently  deep  for  our  pufpofe  :  we  had  a 
good  pilot  on  board  :  and  thus  with  perfect 
■fefcty  we  abridged  our  bourfe  by  a  dozen  of 
«snilea.  A  few  days  before,  a  fhip  from  Ja- 
ihatca,  a  i  valuable  prize  taken  by  a  French 
-privatedt'y  had  been: lofl  through  the  mif^ 
soan^gemczit  of  a'  drunken  pilot,  who  rat^ 
hkt  oiground  in  condvldtng  her  through  th^ 
iniddleiptafiage^  which  is  the'deepeft  of  alK 
rrheniime  af/^e:iand  which- compoies  the 
bankrisif&ch,  that  in  a  few^hours,  it  fwaliows 
vptiWhatever:  touches  upon  it,  and  that  the 
fliip  in  qi^eftiotiv  from  which'  oniy  a  few  bales 
dfcbfiee  ctndd-be  faved^  tot^Uy  difappeared  it^ 
tareivevhouts^  hull*  and:.mafts#  fo  that  not  a 
weftigc  of  ter  was '  any  kmger  to  be  dif* 


(    r 
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ENTRANCE  INTO  ELIZABETH-RIVER. 

Thofe  veflels  which,  as  was  the  cafe  with 
ours,  are  bound  for  Norfolk,  fteer  to  the  left 
after  they  have  pafied  between  Cape  Henry 
and  Cape  Chiles,  which  form  the  entranc<; 
of  the  Chefapeak.  On  Cape  Henry  is  ereft- 
ed  a  fort  which  is  £een  from  a  great  di(lance» 
Behind  it,  and  oppqfite  to  the  ent£^i]^e  of 
Xhk  va/l  bay,  and  a  little  to  the  left,  U.  ]^ftmp« 
toihRoad.  We  fipproached  wit;hin  fight  of 
it  ii)  order  to  g^^  Elizabetl^^River,  aftei^ 
bybg  paifed  by  the  mouthy  of  Jame^  aa4 
Nmf^mond  Riversr 

♦ 

STATE  OF  VIRGINIA,— NORFOLK  AND 

PORTSMOUTH. 

Norfolk   is  built  on  Eiizabeth-River,  at 

ome  miles  from  the  fpot  where  it  difcharges 

iu  watery  into  the  bay.     In  the  intervening 

fpace  tl^e  are  few  houfes,  and  thofe  few  al- 

i&oft  all  present  a  wretched  appearance.    An 

4lmoft  uninterrupted  fucceilion  of  pines  are 

the  oaIj  obje^  which  meetsi  the  voyager  s 

B  4  eye. 
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eye.  Erancy  Ifland  lies  nearly  in  the  middle 
of  the  river  at  a  (hort  diftance  labove  its 
mouth.  Two  points  of  land,  virhich  ap- 
jvroach  vnthln  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  each 
Other  in  front  of  Norfolk,  are  ftrengthened 
with  forts  which  are  capable  of  fuccefsfiiUy 
defending  the  entrance.  That  on  the  Norfolk 
fide  is  in  better  condition  than  the  other, 
which,  however,  might  be  fpcedily  repaired^ 
and  at  no  great  expence. 

Thcr  town  of  Norfolk  viras  entirely  burned 
at  the  coi6mencement  of  the  war,  by  order 
of  Lord  Dunmore,  who  was  at  that  time  jg6« 
▼emor  of  Virginia  for  the  king  of  England. 
Not  a  (Inele  houfe  remained  ftandln^ :  and 
the  damage  was  eftimated  at  a  million  and  half 
of  dollarg.  The  Englifli  who  now  inhabit 
the  town,  afhamed  of  that  adi  of  barbarity^ 
afiert  that  Lord  Dunmore  gave  orders  pjily 
for  the  burning  of  the  warchouies  on  the 
wharfs,  for  the  purpofe  of  fecilitating  the  de- 
fence of  the  place,  and  that  it  was  the  Ame- 
ricans themfclves  who  burned  the  remainder 
of  the  town  by  order  of  the  committee  of 
fafety  of  the  Idgiflature  of  Virginia.  It  is  not 
forgotten  hcniir  ^-ftvr  years  ago  the  Jaoobina 


la  Fniice  ikid  that  die  arifioct:9|B  wereihtwk^ 
fdvet  Che  perfims  who  .fet  fire  t^  their  owm 
thiUttUTt  Pvty-animofity  prompts  men  to 
advance  the  grofleft  abfurdities,  and  cau&s 
them  to  be  believed  even  by  thole  who  re- 
late tbtm*— Mankind  are  eve^  where  the 
fame : — an  obfervation,  of  which  the  truth  ia 
univeriaUy  admowledged* 

Portlinoutht  a  ixnall  aflemblage  of  houla 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  did  not 
ihare  in  the  conflagration  of  Norfolk.  From 
its  iititation  it  feemed  entitled  to  exped  al 
the  commerce  of  Elizabeth-River:  at  it» 
9ixkj%  the  greateft  depth  of  wator  is  found : 
at  the  higheft  tides,  it  is  there  twelve  feet 
iesp,  whereas  it  is  only  fix  at  Norfolk :  the 
pomp-water  at  the  former  place  is  not  brack- 
iih,  as  at  the  latter ;  the  foil  on  winch  die 
town  is  biult  is  more  dry^  and  the  air  morn 
iidubfioiis.  Buty  at  the  condufion  <^  the 
peace,  Xk^  inhabitants  being  incenfed.  ag^nft 
die  £ng|iih»  refufed  to  admit  any  merchant 
cf  that  nation,  or  any  new-comer  whole 
poGdail  prindi^es  were  liable  to  fuipicioeu 
To  this  rancorous  difpofitkn  WM  attribnflii 
4  political  motive  <if  »  left  geocvous  kind-*-* 
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ait  apprchenffin  on  the  part  of  the  American 
Merchants  who  had  remained  at  P)3niihouth, 
left  the  ne\ir  traders  who  inigHt  odma  to  fettle 
among  them,  fhoiild,  hj  the  ad^ntage  of 
iHringing  in  greater  capitals  than  they^thenw 
felves  poffefled,  be  enabled  to  outdo  them  in 
the  line  of  commerce. 

However  this  may  bc>  the  confequence  has 
been,  that  the  inhabitants  have  -removed  to 
the  o|)pofite  fide  ;  that  Morfolk  has  been  re- 
built^ and  that  its  trade  is  twenty  times  more 
ctonfider^ble  than  that  of  Portfmouth :  nay, 
the  few  nierthants  who  ftill  refide  m  the  lat- 
tfcr  town,  piirchafe  at  Norfolk  almoft- all'the 
articles  that-  conftitute  their  cargocis,  and  fome 
of  them  •  fcvfen  have  their  comptiiig-houfes 
there': 

*  'Portfriiouth,  which^  in  a  very  great  (pace, 
cbntains  at  prefent.only  about  a  hundred 
houfcs,'  and  whofe  ftreets  run  in  very  firaight 
lines,  .wears  the  appearance  rathei^  of  a  town 
Tecently  traced  SuV^thaii  of  one  already  built^ 
AfteAlImtoket'is  held,  there,  but  it  is  in^ 
diSkvt^tif  ^tipplied  :  there*  is  {alfd  rspi  iepifcos 
]^ititt ti^iehurdii  a  tdefkbly  hamtfoASf  1)aildingi 
m  %hi^h)  ai^'laS^liiie  churches  of 'Georgia^ 
-"  -  Carolina, 
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Carolina,  and  Virginia^  a  peculiar '  ftation  is 
aUotted  to  the  negroes^  vrhoare'not^owcd 
to  mingle  with  the  whites.      •  * 

At  the  clofe  of  the  year  eighty-three  there 
were  not  yet  t^velve  houies  rebuilt  atiNorT 
folk :  at  prefent  the  numbcris  between feven 
and  eight  hundred.  It  is  one  of  the  ugUeft, 
mod  irregular,  and  moll  filthy  towns  that 
can  any-where  be  found.  The  houfes  are 
low  and  unfightly,  aim  oft  all  conftruSed  of 
wood,  and  eredted  without  anv  attention  to 
make  them  regularly  line  with  each  other ; 
not  twenty  of  ihem  are  built  of  brick.  The 
ftreets  are  unpaved :  the  town  is  furroundcd 
by  fwamps:  the  naftinefs  and  ftench  .which 
prevail  in  it  are  exccffive,and  add  to  the  na- 
tural infalubrity  of  the  fituation,  and  of  the 
climate  which  is  extremely  hot.  The  magi- 
ftrates,  it  is  faid,  have  fometimes  attempted 
to  introduce  into  the  place  a  greater  degree 
of  order,  and  efpecially  of  cleanlinefs  :  .  but 
thefe  regulations  have  not  been  attended  to  ; 
and  nobody  is  any  longer  willing  to  afl:  as 
magiftrate. 

From  thefe  concurrent  fources  of  unhealthi- 
ntfs  it  refults  that    difeafes  dre  habitual  ^ 

'  Norfolk 
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Norfolk  in  fummer  and  autumn^  and  that 
maHgnant  epidemics  are  there  frequent.  Laft 
year  the  yellow  fever  is  faid  to  have  carried 
off  diere  five  hundred  perfons  from  a  popu- 
lation of  four  thouiand.  Three  hundred  died 
^  the  time  the  dUlemper  prevailed  ;  the 
others  fell  victims  to  its  confequences.  The 
inhabitants  of  Norfolk,  even  thofe  among 
them  who  are  the  moft  opulent,  fancy  that 
the  life  of  wine  and  ftrong  liquors  fumifhes 
them  with  a  prefervative  agsdnft  the  inialu- 
bri^  of  the  climate  ;  and  they  make  liberal 
life  of  the  remedy.  Previous  to  the  war,  the 
town  is  faid  to  have  contained  eight  thou- 
iand inhabitants. 

Norfolk  carries  on  a  coniiderable  trade 
with  Europe,  the  Antilles,  and  the  Northern 
ftates*  Her  exports  are  wheat,  flour,  In* 
dian  com,  timber  of  every  kind,  particularly 
pianka,  ftaves,  and  ihingles,  fait  meat  and 
fiih,  iron,  lead,  flax«-feed,  tobacco,  tar,  tur* 
pentine,  hemp.  All^thcfe  articles  are  th^ 
produce  of  Virginia,  or  x>f  North-Carolina, 
which  latter  ilate,  having  no  fea-ports,  or 
none  ihaX  are  good,  makes  her  exportations 
principldly  through  thofe  of  Virginia. 

Norfolk 
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Norfolk  it  the  011I7  p«C  £»  die 
part  of  diis  txseo&rt  ftite :  fer,  tf  ab  Tcfleb 
above  the  burden  of  a  hundied  or  a  hundred 
and  twenty  tons  can  go  up  to  Ppteifliiixg  or 
Richmond,  the  produce  of  the  back  country 
which  is  brought  to  thofe  pbces  by  hnd^ 
is  for  the  moft  part  ient  down  in  lighters  to 
Norfolk,  whence  it  is  exported.  Thus,  this 
port  almoft  fingly  carries  on  ali  die  commexte 
of  that  part  of  Virginia  which  lies  fouth  cf 
the  Ra]qpahannoc,  and  of  North- Carolina 
&r  beyond  the  Roanoke. 

They  are  at  prefcnt  forming  a  canal,  which, 
paffing  through  the  Difmal«Swamp,  is  to 
umte  die  waters  of  the  fouth  Inranch  of  Eliaa-* 
bedi-River,  or  rather  of  Dup-Creek  which  &ils 
into  it,  with  Albemarle-Sound,  by  the  river 
Paikotank,  and  which  will  thus  confiderably 
ihorten  and  facilitate  the  communication  be-* 
tween  Nordi-Carolina  and  Norfolk.  Hds 
canal,  to  which  the  two  legiflatures  of  Nertlw 
Carolina  and  Virginia  have  feverally  giveil 
dieir  fan£tion,  is  carried  on  by  fubfcription  x 
it  is  xbnt  years  iince  it  was  begun ;  and  in 
three  years  more  it  is  expeded  to  be  finiihdL 
k  IS  to  be  twenty'^ight  miles  in  Iflttgdit  and 

to 
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Coi«W4lii3Dr6gh.  d  iGdJi  trinchis  faid  &dt>t  veiy 
filVOtyrablerSsr  tie-pm^ltofe,  ttnd  otfily  worked 
Fiverzmfies^  of  itljcr'akcadj  dwg't)tt;(he  Vit- 
^hcficle^  ivbich  ftjewmwMd-  with-^wne  care, 
and  thought  vtry  wcU' cxccufedi, the  fame 
I&ogfh  ia  alfo:  dug  bn^ the  fid*  of  North-Caro- 
Kna* -^  Tlie  .DifinafeSwimp  hafc;.4tffl  folidity 
thin  any*  other  ^girfeich  I  have  r«Tia:  yet  feen  : 
but  the  earth  trhich  is.  dug  f6r  the  paffagc  of 
the. canal,  hardens  ia  the  air,  and  makes  an 
excellent  dike.     '.  t. 

,What  muft  appear  very  furprizing,  is,  that, 
for  this  canal  which  already  feems  in  fuch  a 
ftate  of  forwardnefsf,"  no  levels  have  been 
taken.  It  is  not  yet  known  what  number  of 
locks  may  be  ft^ceffary,  and  even  whether  any 
wiH;  be  rcquSitc  t  confequently  it  is  impoffible 
to  afceutam  what'may  be  the  expence  of  com- 
pleting it;>-cr  even .  whether  the  fuccefs-  of  the 
uhflSi'takihg  can  be  depended  on..  It  is  thufj 
alflioft^ipdl  the.  public  works  are  carried  on  in 
AmcricaJ  where  there  is  a  total  want  of  mer> 
of: 'talents  in  the  arts?  and  where  fo  many 
adbl^niea^  who  are  perhaps  at  this. moment 
uoftmpldyed  in  ^Euoopc,  inight  to  a  certainty 
jtiakc^ih^  &rtuncs:  at.tbe;fame  tixnc  that^ 
Qj  they 
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they^  vttT^  feiidcring  effentlai  Service*  Bi  The 

Tte.  exportat^jons  firdmi  Norfolk  amounted, 
in  Ijpcvi^*  *o  1, 02 8, 7 8Q  dollars — in  I7p2,  to 

I,l-l7,ti4?-in  r793,t(>-l,045y525— ki  i7Q4, 

to  i»Ga7,ti94 — ^in  i795>-te  i,93'l,a27-i-aftd 
alrealdy^  tdf  lJDd8,l<)S    dollars   for, the  firft 

quaner  ofjhc  Giirrdit  y^air  {1796).'  .When 
we  coriftder  the  increafe  in  the  exnports.fbr 
fomc  ytart!  bkck, -we  muft  recolleA  that  tlie 
difference  \is  much  more  confiderable  in  the 
Talue  tteiA  in'the  qiiafttit]^*  :  The  neceffidcs 
of  Eiir^>eliave  mote  than  doubled  the  price : 
and  altlLotBgh  it  I)e  ceFtainly  a  fadt  that  the 
clearing^tnew  groi^ndo  augments  the  quan- 
tum ofprddujce,  that  aupnentation  bears  ho 
proporuon^to  the  difference  of  value  prefented 
by  the  tables  for  three  years  back,  fent  in 
from  the  different,  cuftom-houfes.  In  giving 
a  combined  view  of  the  details  of  the  export- 
ation of  ftie  thilee  principal  articles  of  the 
produce  of;the  ciSunt^  for  the  laft  five  years, 
I  fumiih  ah  addifion41^  proof  of  my  aflertion. 
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I  cannot  "ffllsjcft  the  amount  of  the  general 
eftimates  to  the  fame  comparifon  as  thofe  of 
the  wheat,  Indian  corn,  and  timber. 

Exclufive  of  the  flour  exported  from  Nor- 
folk, there  is  drawn  from  the  ftate,  through 
that   and   other  ports>  a   great   quantity    of 

■ 

wheat,  wJiich  is  taken  by  the  merchants  of 
Philadelphia  and  Ncw-Totk,  or  the  millers 
iof  Brandiwine,  who  manufadure  it  into  flour 
^yhich  they  export  to  Europe.  Good  mills 
are  not  very  common  in  Virginia;  and  the 

- « 

want  of  capitals  to  erc(fl  a  fufficient  number 
of  them  does  not  allow  the  Virginians  to  en- 
joy the  great  advantages  ariiing  from  the 
manufadure  of  flour,  .  which  they  have 
hitherto  refigned  to  the  .other  dates.  The 
high  price  of  wheat  this  year,  and  the  hope 
diat  it  would  rife  ftill  higher,  have  kept  in 
.Virginia  a  coniiderable.  quantity  of  that  com- 
modity :  and|;  in  coufequence  of  this  fpecula- 
tion,  which  the  prefent  ftaJte  of  the  market 
Ihews^to  have  been  ill-founded,  the  planters 
and  the  inillers  have  on  hand  a  greater  flock 
•of  the  article  than  they  have  ever  had  in  the 
preceding  years  at  the  fame  feafon.  . 

The  fame  is  the  cafe  with  refped  to  the 

'    tonnage 


^ 
/ 


NOKtir  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C.  19 

tonnage  of  the  different  American  ports ;  it3 
incrcafe  is  in  great  meafure  owing. to  the  cii** 
cumilances  of  the  *  war,   which  render   the 
American  bottoms- the  only  vehicles  that  af- 
ford any  tolerable  fecurity  for  the  tranfporta- 
tion  of  thoie  articles  of  American  produce  of 
which  Europe  arid  the  colonies  ftand  in  need, 
and  confine  in  their  own  ports  the  merchant 
ihips  of  France,  England,  Holland,  &c.  until 
the  return  of  peace.     Ten  years  ago,  Notfolk 
could  not  reckon  tto  large  vefTels '  of  her 
own  ;  whereas  at  prefent  fhe  pofleffcs  fifty  of 
that  defcription,  exclufive  of  fifty  others  of 
fioialler  fize  particularly  employed  in  the  trade 
to  the  Weft-  Indies.     Under  the  name  of  Nor- 
folk are  to  be  underftrood  Norfolk  and  Portf- 
mouth;  for  thofe  two  places,  thou^  dthcrwife 
diftin^  conftitute  but  a  fingle  port  of  entry, 
and  are  both  fubjed  to  the  fame  cuftom- 
hoafe«    The  prefent  tonnage  of  Notfolk  is 
1 5,567  tons,  exclufive  of  the  veffels  employed 
in  the  coafting  trade. 

The  danger  of  fmuggling  which  might  be 
carried  on  by  veffels  coming  from  foreign 
countries,  and  difcharging  their  cargoes  in 
James  or  York-River,  induced  the  congrefs 

C  2  to 
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to  cnad  a  law  prohibiting  v^els  bound  to 
Richmond,  Petcriburg,  or  York-Town,  from 
Entering  thofe  rivers  without  having  on  board 
a  cuftom-houfc-officcr,  whom  the  captain 
comes  or  fends  for  to  Norfolk.  This  pre- 
caution, which,  operates  as  a  partial  check  on 
that  illicit  trade,  does  not  however  entirely 
reprefs  it ;  and  I  have  been  affured  that  it  is 
oarried  On  to  a  confiderable  i^ount  along 
the  fliotes  of  the  Chcfapeak,,  notwithftanding 
the  vigilance  of  two  fmall  vciTel^  belonging  to 
the  government  of  the  Union,  which,  are  cout- 
fiantly  cruifmg  with  a  view  to  prevent  it. 

The  exportation  of  tobacco  from  Norfollc 
has,  by  the  diminution  of  the  culture  of  that 
article  in  Vii^nia,,  been  reduced  above  one 
third  within  the.  laft  five  years.  In  l  ^93,  it 
s^nounted  to  I5,p02  hog{heads*^in  iTO-iy  to» 
U,052-^aad-in  1795;  to  9,90s,  IhayenoL 
been. able  do  procure . aa  accurate  ftatemesit  o£ 
the  quantities  exported  in  1791  and  1792*     " 

Many  Englifh  commercial  houfes  are  ef-^ 
tabliihed  at  Norfolk;  and  the  merchants  of 
that  nation  hate  the  Americans  here  as  well 
as  throughout  almofl  the  whole  of  the  United 
States.     They  break  out  into  invo^ives^  and 

are 
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are  lavifh  of  contei^ptuous  exprdffions,  againft 
the  country  which  enriches  them.  We  ought 
never  to  wonder  at  the  efFedls  of  ;prejudice 
and  paflion  :  yet,  in  order  to  account  for  this 
prepofterous  ^condudt^  it  is  neceflaty  to  re- 
coiled that  the  generality  of  thofe  marcbantSp 
who-are  but  the  agents  of  different  houfea  in 
England,  are  men  utterly  ^ftitute  of  educa<- 
tion.:  for  the  better  fort  of  Englifh  merchants 
eftaUilhed  in  America  are  not  guilty  of  fuch 
-blameable  condud. 

The  ^animofity  of  the  Englifli  merchants 
reltding  at  Norfolk  is  further  exafperated  by 
the  preiemre  of  a  conful  who  is  a  native  of 
America^  -z  loyalift,  who  bore  arms  2ig^nft 
ills  coimtry  during  the  war  between  the  co^ 
Monies  and  Britain,  and  who,  in  addition  to 
the  politics  of  the  Britifli  cabinet,  feels  thd 
fpur  of  perfonal  refentment  for  the  <!oniiA 
cations  he  has  fufiered.  Public  opinion  how- 
ever is  finahimous  in  his  favour  with  refped 
to  his  condud  in  the  war,  which  was  v^ 
different  from  that  of  feveral  officers  who  ^ 
ftrikingly  derogated  from  the  honourable 
charader  which  the  Englifh  nation  is  ^ene* 

rally  aUovred  to  poUbfs. 

C  3  This 
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This  year  England  procured  from  Vlr* 
ginia  a  number  of  horfes  to  mount  the  ca- 
valry which  flie  propofcd  to  fend  -to  the 
French  iflands ;  and  thofc  fupplies,  which  at 
every*  former  period  had  always  been  con- 
fidfered  as  warlike  ftores,  tvere  by  the  Ame- 
rican '  mmiftry  accounted  ordinary  merchan- 
dize :  eonfeqiiently  their  e:tportation'wafe  au- 
thorized by  law,  notwithftartding  the  remon- 
ftranceg  of  the  French'  coftful.  But  fortune 
has  not  proved  fo  favourable  to  the  Btitifli 
plans  as  the  council  of  the  United  States  • 
for,  of  four  hundred-  horfee  already  {pipped 
off,  only  one -hundred  and  fifty  lived  to  Teach 
the  place  of  their  deftination,  and  atrritT^d 
there  ih  bad  condition/'"  Aveflel  which  had 
about  a  hundred  on  board  did  n6t  preferre  a 
iingle  one  of  the  number.  The  precautions; 
tiken  for  the  tranfportation  of  three  hundred 
more  that  yet  remain  at  Norfolk,  being  the 
fame  as  thofe  adopted  with  refpeS  to  the 
former,  the  fame  refult  muft  inevitably  enfue; 
ofid  the  fame  will  probably  be  the  fate  of  five 
hundred  others  now  purchafing  <  in  hk)nh« 
Carolina. 

If  the  circle  of  Engliih  merchants  and  the 

creatures 
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creatures  of  the  conful  at  Norfolk  indulge  in 
angry  invedlivc .  againft  the  Americans  and 
the  party  attached  to  France,  the  merchants 
and  other  members  of  the  community  who 
have  embraced  the  contrary  party,  fupport/£^ 
with  equal  warmth  :  fo  that  nought  but  divi- 
fion  reigns  at  Norfolk  in  confequence.  But 
the  prevailing  opinion  there  is  in  favour  of 
the  French.  This  warmth  of  animofity,  as 
much  as  the  unhealthinefs  of  the  climate, 
retards  the  iticreafe  of  Norfolk,  where  few 
new  merchants  come  to  fettle,  hotwithftand- 
ing  its  advantageous  fituation  for  commerce. 
It  cannot  however  be  doubted  that  the  temp- 
tation held  out  by  the  hope  of  making  a  for- 
tune will  foorier  or  later  counterbalance  thdfe 
inconveniences,  as  it  has,  in  the  cafe  of  thofc 
merchants  who  artf  already  fettled  there,  pre- 
vailed •  over  the  probability  of  difeafes. — I 
have  cvery-where  heard  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States  mentioned  with  great  refpedt. 

In  all  Virginia  there  is  but  a  fingle  bank 
eftablifhed — that  of  Alexandria,  which  con- 
fcquently  affords  to  the  commerce  of  Norfolk 
no  other  aid  than  that  of  its  paper,  which  in 
every  part  of  the  ft  ate  is   accepted  as  cafh, 

C  4  when 
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when  indorfed  with  a  good  name.  In  Nor^ 
folk  there  are  not  many  opulent  houfcs,  very 
few  whofe  commercial  entcrprizcs  are  of  con- 
fiderahle  magnitude,  but  fevcral  that  carry 
on  trade  to  a  more  limited  extent* 

Agriculture  can  hardly  be  faid  to  cxift  in 
Norfolk-County,  or  in  that  of  Princefs  Ann, 
which  borders  on  it.  Theftf  two  counties  do 
indeed  produce  fome  Indian  corn :  but  the 
lands  would,  from  their  nature,  require  great 
attention  and  labour  to  render  them  produc-^ 
tive  of  good  crops,  ci^cially  along  the  bor^ 
ders  of.  the  Chefapeak  and  the  fea-*coafl. 
The  landed  property  is  much  divided;  and 
the.  inhabitants,  who  in  general  are  not  in  very 
eafy  circumftances,  devote  themfelveg  rather 
to  the  felling  of  timber  than  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  foil.  ^  Scarcely  does  the  iize  of  their 
gardens  exceed  half  a  fcore  perches :  they 
cut  down  trees  on  their  own  lands  and 
wherever  elfe  they  find  them  of  any  value ; 
and  they  fquander  their  whole  earnings  on 
ftrong  liquors,  as  is  the  pra&ice  with  all  thofe 
who  lead  that  kind  of  life.  Yet  they  are  in 
the  habit  of  gaining  above  a  dollar  per  day, 

fjedudtion  being  made  for  the  cpnveyance  of 

th§ 
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the  timber  to  the  riverrfide ;  and  the  expencc 
of  this  tranfportation  is  about  one  half  of  the 
value  of  the  article  thus  tranfported.  This 
timber  is  purchafed  by  merchants  at  Norfolk, ' 
-who  derive  a  conAderable  profit  either  from 
the  employment  or  refale  of  it. 

The  plantations  in  the  interior  parts  of  thefe 
counties,  being  fomewhat  better  cultivated 
than  the  borders  of  the  fea  or  of  the  rivers, 
f urnifh  the  Norfolk  market  with  ialt  beef  and 
pork  ill  fufficient  quantity  even  for  exporta* 
tion. 

In  all  thefe  parts,  land  is  fold  at  from  HxT 
to  feven  doUaiis  per  acre  ;  and  often  the  value 
of  the  timber  which  it.  ofiers  for  the  axe 
amounts  to  four  or  five  times  the  price  of  the 
original  purchafe.  ' 

From  eighty  to  ninety  vefFels  of  difieren£ 
dimenQons  are  annually  built  at  Norfolk. 
The  price  of  building  is,  for  the  hull  on 
commg  from  the  hands  of  the  carpenter, 
twenty-four  dollars  per  ton  for  thofe  of  abov* 
a  hundred  and  twenty  tons.  Ready  for  fea, 
they  coft  from  forty-feven  ta  fifty  dollars  pef 
too*  The  prices  have  rifen  above  one  fourth 
iiuring  the  laft  three  years.    The  Ihipwright't 

wa^ 
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ft 
wages  are  two  dollars  and  three  quarters  per 

day. — ^Veffels  of  inferior  dimenfions  are  much 
cheaper.  A  confiderable  number  of  them  are 
fold  at  Philadelphia^  and  to  great  advantage. 
— Thefe  fmall  veflels  are  conftruded  for  quick 
failing :  but  this  port,  in  common  with  almolV 
all  thofe  of  the  Chefapeak,  labours  under  the 
inconvenience  of  worms  which  attack  the  vef- 
fels  from  June  to  September,  and  do  them 
material  injury. 

.  The  vicinity  of  Norfolk  is  abundantly  pro- 
duftive  of  workmen  of  every  kind— of  failors, 
of  fea  oaptaiiis— and  Virginia  is  not  in  this 
refpeft  dependent  on  the  Northern  ftates,  as 
are  Carolina  and  Georgia.  There  is  at  Nor- 
folk a,  tolerably  good  fchool  for  boys,  but  it 
is  lately  eflablifhed :  it  is  what  is  commonly 
oalled  a  grammar-fchool.  Forty  dollars  per 
ajfrnum  is  the  fum  paid  for  each  pupil.  There 
is  no  fchool  for  girls,  except  thofe  where  they 
leara  to  read  :  and  fudb  parents  as  wifh  to  give 
their  daughters  any  further  education,  fend 
them  to  Williamfburg  or  Baltimore. 
-  The  courts  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace  for 
the  police  of  the  city  and  its  environs  are 
held  at  Norfolk  j  the  county-coiut  is  held  at 

Suffolk, 
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Suffolk,  another  town  about  eight  miles  dif- 
tant  from  the  form«.  The  prifons  are  fmall, 
and  ill  condiided :  there  is  no  walk  for  the 
prifoners  :  they  are  fed  by  *the  jailor,  who  re- 
ceives for  each  a  (hilling  per  day.     . 

The  .market  at  Norfolk  is  held  crery  day, 
but  it  18  not  well  furnifhed.  The  beef,;  how- 
Qv^er,  is  better  here  than  at  Charleflon :  it 
coAs  ten  pence  the  pound  ;  mutton,  veal,  &c* 
a  {hilling ;  flour;  fourteen  dollars  tbie  barrcL 
A  common  workman  is  paid'  a  dolkir  per  day^ 
befides  lus.  board.  .  The  cord  of  fire- wood 
cofts  three  dollars ;  hickory-wood,  h^a  dol* 
lar  additional.  The  hire  df  k  negro  is  from 
eight  to  ten  dollars  per  month.  The  medium 
rate  of  .houfe-yqnt  is  two  hundred  and  thirty 
dollars.  The  price  of  lots  ip  the  town  is  from 
mne  to  .ten.d6llars  the.  foot^iUf  front,  oa  a 
depth  of  fetenty  feet.  Fiih  is  very  abuodasft 
in  the  liveriand  the; bay ^  The  Virginia  cur- 
rency ia  fix. .  fliillings  to  the  dollar,  ten  dol- 
lars making  three  pounds.      , 

Mr.  Plume,  a  native  of  Ireland,  an  adivp 
ind  intelligent  man,  wfco  fettled  at  Norfolk 
before  the.  Americaxi  war,  condu£ts  there  a 
tannery  and  roperwalk,  in  which  he  employs 

as 
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as  workmen  his  own  negroes.     He  manufaC'* 
tures  to  a  large  amount,  furmihes  a  great  part 
of  the  cordage  confumed  in  .the  port,  anci 
fends  his  leather  to  every  part  of  America. 
He  procures  almoft  all  Ins  hemp  from  the 
back  parts  of  Virginia ;  the  rem^ander  he  de- 
rives from  Ruflia.     The  latter,  without  being 
ftronger  than  that  of  Virginia,  is  more  eafily 
wrought,  and  more  readily  receives  the  dreflT* 
ing»    The  country  fuppltes  Mr.  Plume  nearly 
with  all  the  hides  he  has  occafion  for:  he 
neverthelefs  gets  fbme  from  the  heretofore 
Spanifh  part  of  Saint-Domingo. 
^  It  w^s  intended  that  Norfolk  ihouM  build 
one  of  the  fix  frigates  of  which  the  United 
States  had  determined  to  compofe  their  ma^ 
line :  but,  fubiequeht  coniiderations  having 
kiftlScnced  the  Cbngrefs  to  adopt  the  refolu* 
fUyn  of  reducing  the  number  to  three  inftead 
of-  fix  that  we*e  voted  two  years  ago,   the 
x)f  h^r  ihree  frigates  have  been  countermanded. 
'  That  which  was  to  have  been  built  at  Nor- 
folk is  among  the  number  of  the  latter :  i-t 
was  begun  at  Gofp^t,  a  fmall  dependency 
of  Portfmouth,  wWe  tbere  are  dock-yards 
for  t^ie  conftru^ion  of  the  lai^«(l  veflels.     I 

have 
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Have  feen  the  beginning  of  the  intended  con- 
ftru^on  :  only  the  ked  and  forae  of  the  prin- 
cipal ribfr  are  put  together:  but  the  timber 
neceflary  for  completing  the  work  is  almoft 
entirely  coUeded  on  the  fpot,  where  it  lies 
without  workmen  and  without  protedion*. 
it  is  confidently  aflerted  that  this  collection; 
m  fine  umber,  which,  has  not  been  procured 
vriduMit  coniiderable  trouble,  and  efpecially 
an  enormous  expence,  is  going  to  be  fold*  It 
might,  one  would  think,  be  much  more  ad- 
vantageoufly  preferred  for  the  ufe  of  the 
United  States,  wlxo  appear,  by  this  order  for 
ks  (ale,  difjpofed  to  preclude  themfel:v:es  froins 
even  the  poffibility  of  reverting  to  their  for- 
caer  refolution. 

TTie  communication  between  Norfolk  and' 
Portfmouth  is  continual :  it  is  carried  on  by 
Qx  row-boats  belonging  to  a  company,  and 
by  three  fcpws  in  which  horfes  and  carriages*. 
are  conyenientLy  ferried  over.  The  fare  for 
each  paflfenger  is  one-iixteenth  of  a  dollar: 
but,  on  payingp  fix  dollars,  a  perfon  may  be«» 
cQme  &ee  of  the  palTage  for  twelve  months*. 
Tliefe  bcf^ts  are  managed  by  negroes  belong- 
ing to  the  company*     It  is  not  an  uninterefl-* 

ing 
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ing  obfervation  to  remark  that  one  of  thofe 
negroes,  named  Semes,  aged  from  thirty  to 
five  and  thirty  years,  has  learned  to  read  and 
write  by  his  own  unaided  exertions.  His 
converfation  announces  folid  good  fenfe,  to- 
gether with  an  eameft  defire  of  inftrudion  : 
and,  after  having  feen  him,  it  is  not  eafy  to 
adopt  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  refufe  to  alT 
low  the  negro  race  any  confiderable  portion 
of  intelled. 

All  •  the  country  about  Norfolk  is  level, 
without  any  elevation.  The  width  and  beau- 
tiful forms  of  Elizabeth-River— the  little  town 
of  Portfmouth  on  the  oppofite  ihore — the 
great  number  of  fhipping,  fome  at  anchor, 
fome  at  the  wharfs,  fome  under  repair,  fome 
building,  enliven  the  profpe<3:,  and  render  it 
tolerably  pleafmg :  but,  without  thefe  accef- 
faries,  it  would  be  dull  and  infipid.  The  na- 
vigation of  fifteen  miles,  which  muft  be  per- 
formed in  order  to  reach  the  beginning  of 
the  Difmal-Swamp  canal,  lies  through  a 
country  equally  flat,  where  tfce  houfes  are 
thinly  fcattered,  fmall  and  mean  iii  iappearance, 
and  fituate  each  in  the  centre  of  a  fmall  patc^i 
of  cleared  ground  not  exceeding  two  or  three 

acres. 
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acres.  All  along  Elizabeth  River  and  the 
creeks  which  flow  into  it,  are  built  great  num- 
bers of  fmall  velTels,  which  are  almoft  all  in* 
tended  fpr  fale  at  Philadelphia.  ' 

The  temperature  of  the  air  at  Norfolk  is 
conftantly  variable,  as  is  the  cafe  in  many 
other  parts  of  America.  •  It  frequently  hap- 
pens that  in  the  fame  day  the  diverfity  of 
two  or  three  feafons  is  experiencisd.  The 
eafterly  and  north-eafterly  winds  render  the 
vreather  cold  even  in  fummer :  from  every 
other  point  the  wind  is  accompanied  with 
burning  heat.  At  Norfolk,  as  in  almoft  every 
other  part  of  America,  fpring  is  unknown. 
The  heat  begins  to  be  felt  at  an  early  fea- 
ifon ;  and  at  the  commencement  of  April, 
peafe,  beans,  thom-bulhes,  and  even  rofe- 
trees,  are  in  bloom. 

In  every  part  of  America  through  which 
I  have  hitherto  travelled,  the  obliging  civilities 
I  have  C3tpcrieneed  have  invariably  proved 
how  falie  and  groundlefs  are  thofe  prejudices 
wluch  the  French  and  Englifh  fo  obftinately 
entertain  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  Americans. 
Were  I  in  this  inftance  to  form  my  ideas 
£rom  mj  own  pcrfonal  experience  alone,  they 

alfo 
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alfo  Oilght  in  like  manner  be  branded  witjb 
the  appellation  of  prejudice  :  but  I  have  found 
my  opinion  corroborated  by  that  of  every  tra- 
veller whom  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
feeing,  and  who  thought  proper  to  judge  for 
himfelf,    uninfluenced   by  partiality.       The 
friendly  reception  given  to  travellers  in  Ame- 
rica, efpecially  by  thofe  to  whom  they  come 
recommended,  is  not  confined  to  a  dinner — > 
the  ufual  return  for  letters  of  introdudlion  : 
it  is  common  to  meet  men,  even  men  of  little 
leifure,  who  devote  to  you   as  great  a  por- 
tion  of  their  time  as  you  think  proper  to 
engrofs — ^who  feek  for  the  means  of  rendering 
your  ftay  agreeable— and  this  without  com- 
pliment, with  an.  appearance  of  fmcerity  and 
iatisfa<^ion  which  faves  you  from  being  em- 
barrafled  by  their  complaifance,  and  makes 
you  fed  it  each   moment   more   and  more 
agreeable.     As  to  me,  who  think  myfelf  by 
no  m^ns  addi^iied  to  exaggeration,  and  who 
am  far  from  being  an  admirer  of  every  thing 
I  fee  in  America,  I  confefs  that  I  feldom  quit 
a  place  where  I  have  made  any  flay,  without 
thinking  and  acknowledging  myfelf  bound  to 

^tertain  a  ferijG?.9f  ^atit\i4c,  of  wjiich  I  carry- 
away 
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iiway  with  me  a  refolution  of  fooner  or  later 
proving  the  fincerity.     Major  William  Lind- 
fey,  Commiffioner  of  the  Cuftom-houfe,  is^  of 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk,  the  individual 
with  whom  I  have  the  moft  particular  reafon 
to  be  fatisfied.      He  is  a  man.  recommended 
by  '  fimplicity  of  manners  and    goodnefs    of 
heart,  and  is  held  in  univerfal  efteem.     I  am 
perfonally  indebted  to  him  for  information 
on  a  variety  of  fubje<3:8  ;   and  to  his  amiable 
difpofition  toward  me  I  am  further  indebted 
for  the  opportunities  of  acquiring  fuch  inform- 
ation as   he   could  not  himfelf  furnifh  me 
with. 

There  are  three  churches  in  Norfolk :  one, 
Proteftant-epifcopalian,  which,  like  all  the 
others  of  that  fed  in  Virginia,  is  fubjeit  to 
the  infpcSion  of  the  Biftiop  of  Williamfburg: 
another  belongs  to  the  Roman  Catholics^  and 
the  clergyman  derives  his  powers  from  Mr- 
Carrol,  Bifhop  of  Maryland  :  the  third  is  a 
Methodiil  church,  in  which,  aaih  all  others 
of  that  denomination,  there  is  an  ahuaoi^  of 
gnmaces,  bowlings,  and  contortions. 

To  the  port  of  Norfolk,  above  any  other 
in  the  United  States,  came  the  greateft  num- 
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ber  of  caldnifts  elcapcd  from  Saint-Domingo 
at  the  commencement  of  their  troubles*  The 
principal  caufe  of  that  choice  was  the  cir- 
cumftance  that  the  convoy  which  failed  from 
Cape  Francais  after  the  conflagration  of  the 
town,  put  into  Hampton- Road-  Norfolk 
ties  twenty  miles  from  the  road  :  and  the 
warmth  of  the  climate,  the  flavery  of  the 
negroes  which  left  it  in  the  power  of  the  re- 
fugee colonifts  to  employ  thofe  whom  they 
had  been  able  to  bring  off  with  them,  and 
the  kind  reception  which  the  inhabitants 
gave  to  the  ill-fated  fugitives^  fixed  them  on 
the  fpot.  Private  fubfcriptions  raifed  in  all 
the  towns  of  Virginia,  together  with  further 
fums  voted  by  the  ftate  legiflature  and  by 
Congrefs,  afforded  the  unfortunate  French 
inconteftable  proofs  of  the  benevolence  and 
generofity  of  the  Americans.  The  people  of 
Norfolk  fhowed  themfelves  very  warm  ad- 
vocates of  the  French  caufe ;  and,  among 
feveral  teftimonies- which  they  difplayed  of 
that  difpofition,  the  following  d^ferves  to  be 
quoted.  The  French  convoy  was  preparing 
to  quit  the  Chefapeak  in  order  to  proceed  te 
the  northern  part  of  America ;  a  report  was 

circulated 
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circulated  that  the  friencjs  of  *  *  *  *  intended 
to  fend  a  pilot-boat  to  Halifax  to  give  intel- 
ligence of  their  departure  to  the  Englifh  fleet ; 
and  that  very  night  all  the  pilot-boats  were 
unrigged. 

Tlie  number  of  French  refident  at  Norfolk 
has  confiderably  diminifhed.  They  have  dif- 
perfed  through  the  other  parts  of  America, 
where  there  is  hardly  a  town  that  does  not 
reckon  fome  of  their  number  among  its  inha- 
bitants. 

I  had  great  pleafure  in  meeting  at  Norfolk 
my  friend  Monfieur  Guillemard  whom  I  had 
Isfc  fick  at  Philadelphia ;  but  we  are  once 
more  to  feparate^  and  to  meet  again  at  Rich- 
mond. . 

HAMPTON. 

A  wherry,  employed  in  tranfporting  the 
mail  from  Norfolk  to  Hampton,  whence  it  is 
forwarded  by  land  to  Richmond,  is  the  ufual 
conveyance  for  paffengers  who  intend  to  pur- 
fue  that  route.  In  good  weather,  the  paflage, 
vvrhich  is  about  eighteen  miles,  is  performed 
iH  two  hoixrs  :  we  were  ten  hours  in  crofling, 
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for  want  of  wind  :  and  as  the  tide  was  low 
when  we  arrived  at  Hampton,  on  the  fe- 
cond  of  June,  our  negro  failors  miffed  the 
narrow  channel  which  leads  to  the  town,  and 
fo  completely  ftranded  us  on  a  bar  which 
choaks  up  the  entrance  of  the  creek,  that  we 
were  obliged  to  gain  Hampton  in  a  boat. 
.  This  place"  is  a  fmall  village,  which  the  dif- 
cult  entrance  of  its  creek  vvill  prevent  from 
ever  becoming  more  conridei:ablc. 

Hampton  is  the  only  place  where,  on  pro- 
ceeding from  Norfolk,  a  perfon  can  debark 
who  propofes  to  travel  by  land  through  this 
part  of  Virginia.     The  arrival  of  the  Rich- 
mond ftage  three  times  a  week,  and  the  re- 
fidence  of  a  few  pilots  who  were  induced  to 
choofc  this  fpot  for  the  place  of  their  abode 
on  account  of  its  proximity  to  the  entrance 
of  the  Chefapeak,  give  to  this  petty  village 
Ibme  little  (hare  of  adivity,  though  indeed 
it  is  very  little.     The  inn  here  is  detcftable, 
and  we  could  find  in  it  but  two  fmall  beds  to 
accommodate  five  paflengers  of  us  who  ar- 
rived  together.      It  is  faid  to  be  in  contem- 
plation to  ere<S  a  more^convenient  one:  fo 
much  the  better  for  thofe  who  may  come  after 

ua. 
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US.  Fortunately  we  were  to  quit  this  abo- 
minable lodging  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  and  it  was  already  eleven :  hence  this 
uncomfortable  night  was  foon  paft.  But  there, 
was  not  a  fmgle  morfel  of  bread  to  be  ex- 
pedled  previous  to  our  departure  ;  and  I  flood 
in  very  great  need  of  fome. 

Heretofore  there  was  a  cuftom-houfe 
eftabliflied  at  Hampton^  The  exportations 
amounted,  in  17()l,  to  1,3()3  dollars — in 
WO^j  to  4,ijOl — in  i;(j3,  to  11,789 — in 
17Q»,  to  ll/ji;.  In  1705,  this  cuftom- 
Iioufe  was  united  with  that  of  Norfolk. 


YORK-TOWN. 

The  road  from  Hampton  to  York-Town 
runs  ail  along  through  woods.  The  patches 
of  cleared  land  are  •  ct  rare  and  inconfider- 
able  in  this  diftrid.  Oile  meets  however 
with  fome  fields  of  Indian  corn,  meadows, 
crops  of  rye.  Spots  of  feveral  acres  are  feen 
enclofed  with  fences,  which  are  even  fome- 
times  well  executed  by  means  of  a  mound 
of  earth  a  couple  of  feet  in  height,  forming 
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a  kind  of  wall,  on  which  are  planted  flakes 
that  are  afterwards  interwoven  with  pine- 
branches.  But  in  traverfing  America  the 
traveller  cannot  refrain  from  afking  in  his 
own  mind  why  the  people  do  not  plant  quick 
hedges,  which  afford  a  better  fecurity,  and 
are  at  the  fame  time  an  ornament  to  the  lands. 
The  foil,  in  the  w^hole  of  this  trad,  ap- 
pears not  bad,  though  by  no  means  of  the 
firft  quality.  The  moft  common  trees  in 
the  woods  are  the  pine,  the  oak,  the  beech, 
and  the  hickory.  I  have  feen  fome  of  con- 
fiderable  height.  The  country  is  flat.  The 
ground  however  is  thirty  feet  higher  than 
the  river  at  York-Town  :  yet  the  road,  with 
the  exception  of  two  or  three  fmall  rifmgs, 
has  to  the  view  all  the  inconveniences  of  an 
abfolutely  level  plain. 

4 

York-Town  is  the  place  where  terminated 
the  American  war — wh^re  the  French  effec- 
tually aided  the  Americans  to  fliake  off"  the 
yoke  of  tngland — and  where  Britifli  pride 
was  a  fecond  time  feverely  humbled. 

I  have  gone  over  the  part  of  the  country 
that  had  been  occupied  by  the  encampments 
and  the  works  of  the  allied  armies:  it  was  quite 

familiar 
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familiar  to  me  from  the  plans  of  it  which  I 
had  often  examined.     It  is  now  difficult  to 
dilcover  any  veftigcs  of  the  batteries,  of  the 
prraliels,  even  of  the  two  redoubts  fo  bril* 
liantly  carried  by  the  American  and  French 
grenadiers  under  the  command  of  Mtffieurs 
de  la  Fayette  and  de  ViomefniL     The  earth 
has  preferved  the  traces  of  them  no  better  than 
many  American  heads*  would  now  wirti  to 
retain  the  remembrance.     Some  of  the  Britifh 
intrenchments  in  front  of  the  town  are  more 
diftindily  recognizable.     But  the  only  really 
exifting  monument  of  that  memorable  fiege  is 
General  Nelfon's  houfe,  the  moft  conliderable 
edifice  in  the  whole  town,  and  which,  until  a 
few  days  after  the  commencement  of  the  fiege, 
was  Lord  Cornwallis's  head-quarters.     That 
great   houfe,   which  is   built   of  brick,   and 
which  at  that  period  had  been  recently  ere£l:ed| 
is  pierced  in  every  diredi^ion  with  cannon* 
fliot,  and  bomb^lhells;  and  the  furrounding 
fpot  of  ground  every-where  difplays  ftrong 
traces  of  their  ravages.     That  houfe,  which 
General  NeJfoft  negleded  to  have   fpeedily 
repaired  after  the  ficgej  has,  fmce  his  death, 
devolved,  together  with  the  reft  of  his  pro- 
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perty,  to  his  three  fons  ;  and  they  not  agree- 
ing as  to  the  difpofal  of  the  houfe,  it  remains 
unrepaired.  This  confequence  which  is  de- 
trimental to  the  interefts  of  his  family,  is,  in 
my  opinion,  very  advantageous  to  the  town, 
•inafmuch  as  it  preferves  there  a  curious  mo- , 
nument  of  an  event  which  proved  deciiive 
in  favour  of  American  independence,  and 
which  at  any  perio4  would  be  honourable 
to  any  nation.  After  the  furrender  of  York- 
Town,  the  Congrefs,  in  paffing  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  American  and  French  armies 
which  had  thus  brought  the  war  to  a  conclu- 
fion,  gave  orders  for  the  erection  of  a  monu- 
ment  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  that 
tranfadtion.  The  monument  is  not  even  yet 
begun.  Such  negligence  is  inconceivable, 
Ihameful,  and  unaccountable.  The  prefent 
difpofition  of  the  American  government 
loward  England  does  not  admit  of  a  fuppoii- 
tion  that  they  have  at  this  time  any  thought 
of  ereding  that  monument. 

York-Town,  where  we  arrived  on  the  third 
of  June,  does  not  prefent  any  other  object  of 
curiofity.  It  is  a  fmall  and  tolerably  well 
built  village,  where  the  Englifli,  contrary  to . 

their 
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their  ufual  praftice  during  the  American  war, 
deftroyed  no  houfes  except  fuch  as  impeded 
their  defence.  Its  population  confifts  of  eight 
hundred  perfons,  of  whom  two  thirds  are 
negroes.  It  is  agreeably  fituated,  commanding 
a  fine  profpcdt  of  the  majeftic  ftream  of  York- 
River,  which  Gloucefter-Point,  that  lies  oppo- 
fite,  narrows  here  to  two  thirds  of  a  mile, 
but  which  above  and  below  the  town  is  two 
miles  wide. 

York-Town  carries  6n  no  trade:  but  the 
inhabitants  fay  that  fbrty  yfears  back  it  was 
the  emporium  of  all  Virginia,  It  fupplied 
with  European  commodities  all  the  Ihops  and 
ftores  of  the  moft  diftant  towns  ;  and  it  was 
the  port  where  the  planters,  who  at  that 
time  fold  their  tobacco  directly  to  the  Englifh 
merchants,  were  accuftomed  to  fhip  it.  Be- 
fore the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  there  were  ft»ll  fix  or  feven  fhips  annually 
loaded  there  for  Englaild.  Since  that  period 
its  commerce  has  been  uniformly  on  the  dc* 
cline ;  and  it'  has  now  dwindled  to  nothing. 
Norfolk  and  Baltimore  export  all  the  produce 
of  Yorfc-River,  and  furnifti  the  town  with 
European  gopdB«      The  inhabitants  are  of 

courfe 
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courfc  deftitute  of  employment :  fome  of  the 
number  retail  fpirituous  liquors  and  a  few 
fluffs :  others  call  themfelves  lawyers  and 
juftices  of  the  peace.  In  general  they  have 
at  fome  diflance  from  the  town  fmall  farms 
to  which  they  every  morning  pay  a  vifit* 
But  thefe  occupations  not  engrofling  much 
of  their  attention  or  their  time,  the  inhabi- 
t^ts  of  York-Town,  who  live  together  on 
tferms  of  the  greatefl  harmony,  much  more 
affidiiOjufly  employ  both  the  one  and  the  other 
i^  dining  together,  drinking  punch,  and  play- 
ing at  billiards.  To  give  a  fomewhat  higher 
zeft'  to  this  monotonous  round  of  life,  they 
often  change  the  place  of  their  meetiilgs. 

On  the  oppofite  fide  of.  the  river,  in 
Gloucefter-County,  are  annually  built  a  con- 
flderable  number  of  vefTels. 

York-Town  is  the  capital  of  York-  County^ 
which  contains  a  population  of  about  fix  thou- 
fand  inhabitants,  of  Whom  above  one  half 
are  flaves.  The  town,  notwithftanding  the 
decay  of  its  commerce,  has  a  cuftom-houfe^ 
to  which  are  fabjedt  feveral  little  ports  in 
the  Ticinity.  The  value  of  its  cxportations 
was  99,S  1 1  dollars  in  thei  year  1 7gi~l  5  4 ,4 60 

in 
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in  ir92— 31,09.2  in  1793— 7,5  TO  in  iTO-i— 
and  3,o0o  in  1795. 

I  dined  with  the  greater  number  of  thofe 
who  compofe  the  fociety  of  York-Town,  at 
the  lioufe  of  Mr.  Clarkfton,  to  whom  I  had 
letters  of  introduftion.      Dodlor  Griffin,  to 
whom  I  had  aifo  a-  letter^  was  abfent  from 
town.    He  is  faid  to  be  a  man  of  informa- 
tion.   I  found  in  Mr.  Clarkfton  and  all  the 
others  a  very  obliging  difpofition,   a  great 
defire  to  do  every  thing  which  they  could 
^  conceive  likely   to  prove  agreeable    to   me ; 
iJ^  ihort  I  obferv^cd  in  them  all  the  charac- 
teriftics  of    an   honeft,    fimple,    and    frank 
hofpitality.     Every  individual  among  them 
prefen^es  an  honourable  remembrance  of  the 
French  troops,  on  account  of  their  exemplary 
condufl:  as  well  during  the  fiege  as  during  the 
ipace  of  fome  months  which  intervened  be* 
tween  the  termination  of  the  fiegc  and  their 
departure  fot  France.   The  name  of  Marechal 
Rochambeau  is  here  held  in  high  veneration. 
There  is  no  regular  market  at  York-Town  : 
each  perfon  fumifhes  himfelf  with  meat  in 
the  beft  manner  he  ca» ;  and  they  are  feldora 
unftipplied  with  it.     Beef  cofts  from  three  to 

four 
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four  pence  the  pound^;  mutton  and  veal  fix 
pence  ;  other  articles  in,  proportion.  Fifti 
is  here  abundant,  and  almoft  for  nothing. 
The  higheft  rents  in  the  town  are  from  eighty 
to  a  hundred  dollars.  Flour,  an  article  which 
it  is  difficuh  to  procure,  cofts  at  pi:efent 
fifteen  dollars.  Although  the  air  of  this  place 
be  infinitely  more  falubrions  than  that  of 
Norfolk,  the  inhabitants  neverthelefs  fre- 
quently experience  intermittent  fevers  in 
autumn. 

WILLIAMSBURQ. 

The  inhabitants  of  York-Town  being  pre- 
cluded by  the  narrownefs  of  their  circum- 
ilances  from  keeping  horfes,  of  which 
however  they  often  ftand  in  need,  one  or 
two  perfons  have  fome  for  hire  in  that  little 
town,  confifling  of  only  about  fifty  houfes. 
I  there  had  an  opportunity  of  procuring  one 
to  convey  me  to  Williamlburg,  where  I  ar- 
rived on  the  fourth  of  June. 

The  road  from  York-Town  to  Williams- 
burg is  in  many  parts  agreeable :  the  country- 
is  fomewhat  more  hilly;  and  cultivation  is 

a  little 
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a  little  more  common.     New  fettlements  are 
feea  which  ai*e  tolerably  well   begun  ;   and 
the  pieces  of  new-cleared  land  are  in  almoft 
eveiv  inftancc  furroundcd  with  ditches  well 
made  and  well  fodded :  but  the  houfes  uni- 
formly exhibit  a  mean  appearance,  and  their 
inhabitants  betray  ftrong  fymptoms   of  po- 
verty.      A  long  tra<ft  of  woodland  is  here 
alfo  to  be  palled,  w}i^  no  cultivation  is  itoxi ; 
but  where  the  oak,  the  hickory,  the  liquid- 
ambar,  the  faflafras  tree,  grow  with  vigour, 
and  feem  to  indicate  a  good  foil.     The  cattle 
here,   as  in  Carolina,  are  conftantly  in  the 
woods  :  they  arc  goor  and  ill-favoored,  and 
of  a  had  breed.     They  are  fed  in  the  ftable 
during  a' few  weeks  previous  .to  their  being 
killed. — In  ail  this  tra<3:,  land  is  fold  at  four 
or  five  dollars  the  acre. 

Williamlburg  is  fituate  in  a  plain  five  miles 
from  York-River,  and  at  the  faijie  diftance 
from  James-River.  Two  creeks,  which 
empty  themfelvcs  into  thoTe  great  rivers,  ap- 
proach within  two  miles  of  the  town  on  each 
iide,  and  are  there  navigable.  It  is  by  means 
of  thefe  creeks  that  the  commodities  of 
Europe  arrive  from  Richmond,  Norfolk,  and 

fometimes 
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fometimcs  Baltimore,  to  furnifh  the  ftorcs  in 
the  town,  which  are  in  general  indificrently 
fupplied. 

Before  the  reA'^oIution,  Williamfburg  was 
the  capital'  of  Virginia :  but  at  that  period 
the  legiflature  chofe  Richmond  for.  the  place 
of  their  meeting,  as  being  more  diftant  from 
the  fea-coall  j  and  they  have  fmce  eftablifhed 
themfelves  there.  Thyj^^moval  has  reduced 
\ViIliamll)urg  to  a  vuTage.  Every  perfon 
who  was  conneSed  with  government  has 
followed  the  legiflature  to  Richmond ;  and 
the  number  of  inhabitants  is  annually  de- 
creafing  at  Williamfburg  in  the  fame  man* 
Tier  as  at  York-Town.  The  prefent  popu- 
lation is  about  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred 
fouls,  of  whom  above  one  half  are  negro 
flaves. 

A  ftatc-houfe,  of  which  one  part  ferves  fov 
the  fittings  of  the  diftrift-court,  bears  the 
name  of  **  the  Capitol."  It  is  a  tolerably 
handforae  brick  building,  but  is  fadling  to  ruin. 
A  marble  ftatue  of  Lord  Botetourt,  one  of  the 
governors  of  Vkginia  under  the  former 
fyftem,  whofe  eondudt  had  entitled  him  to 
the  relpe^  and  attachment  of  the  Virginians, 

ftands 
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ftands  in  the  periftyle  of  this  Capitol :  but 
It  is  in  a  disfigured  ftate.  The  lower  clafs 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Williamfburg,  aduated 
by  revolutionary  animofity,  confidered  as  an 
adl  of  homage  to  liberty  every  infult  offered 
to  that  monument  ereded  by  gratitude  in 
honour  of  a  former  lord ;  and  in  confe* 
quence  they  Ihamefully  mutilated  it.  The 
infcription  engraven  on  the  pedeftal,  ex- 
preffing  the  grateful  fenfe  of  the  people  of 
Virginia,  and  which  the  populace  did  not 
deftroy,  forms  a  ftriking  contraft  with  the 
indignities  which  the  -ftatue  has  experienced, 
and  honourably  vindicates  the  memory  of 
Lord  Botetourt 

This  Capitol  terminates  a  ftreet  of  a  hundred 
and  fixty  feet  in  breadth,  and  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  in  length,  at  the  oppofite  end  of 
which  ftands  the  college.  This  eftablifhment, 
founxied  in  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary, 
ftili  bears  their  names.  Its  income,  before 
the  revolution,  was  from  feventeen  to  eighteen 
thouikiul  dpilars :  at  prefent  it  is  reduced  ta 
three  thouland  fiive  hundred.  It  arofe  partly 
£rom  duties  on  the  exportation  of  tobacco 
and  &veral  qther  commodities^  and  partly 

jfrom 
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from  land.  The  duties  fell  to  nothing  iii 
confequence  of  the  unlimited  freedom  of  the 
export  trade:  the  twenty  thoufand  acres  of 
land  have  alone  remained  :  thefe  are  let  out 
on  long  leafcs  of  two  or  three  lives,  and  arc 
all  in  a  ftate  of  cultivation.  Another  fmall 
duty,  on  the  furveying  of  land,  concurs  with 
the  rent  arifing  from  thole  twenty  thoufand 
acres  in  compofmg  that  fcanty  income  of  three 
thoufand  five  hundred  dollars,  'which  the  le- 
giflature  does  not  feem  inclined  to  augment. 

Matliematics,  natural  and  moral  philofo* 
phy,  natural  and  civil  law,  with  the  modem 
languages,  conllitute  the  whole  round  of 
inftrudion  given  in  this  college.  The  pupils 
are  not  fent  thither  before  the  age  of  fifteen, 
and  generally  fpend  two  years  in  purfuing 
the  different  courfes  of  ftudy*  One  is  aftonifhed 
to  learn  that  not  one  oi  them  lives  in  thofe 
vaft  buildings  deftined  for  their  reception, 
but  that  they  are  difperfed  tlirough  the  dif^ 
ferent  boarding-houfes  in  the  town,  at  a 
diftance  from  all  infpedion.  Biihop  Madifon 
who  is  prefidcnt  of  this  feminary,  and  the 
other  profeflfors,  who  together  with  him 
definitively  qiakeall  the  regulations  refpe£i« 

.   ing 
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ing  the  internal  police  of  the  college,  afleit 
that  It  has  been  proved  by  experience,  that 
good  order,  peace,  aild  even  the  fuccefs  of 
their  (Indies,  are  more  efiednally  promoted 
by  this  reparation  of  the  ftudents,  than  by 
their  being  united  together  within  the  fame 
walls,  as  the  common  elFeds  of  fuch  union 
were  frequent  quarrels  and  preconcerted  mii-* 
tinies.  On  hearing  their  reafonings,  one 
would  be  temptid  to  think  that  they  have 
paid  greater  regard  to  their  own  eafe  than  to 
the  intereil  of  the  youth  entrufted  to  their 
care,  wboqi  UnSt  watehfulnefs,  good  manage-* 
ment,  and  attentions  proportioned  to  their 
age,  would  hzve  as  eSedlually  kept  in  good 
order  at  WiUiaDEiiburg  as  in  every  other  col- 
lege in  the  world. 

The  ftudetitg  pay  fourteen  dollars  to  each 
proftflcMT  whofe  courie  of  leflfons  they  attend: 
their  bottd*  and  lodging  coil  them  from  a 
bundr^  U%  a  hundred  and  twenty  ddilars : 
cotfiefueotly  the  expence  to  their  parents 
amouna  '-■  to*  about  a  hundred  and  fixty  or  a 
hundred  and  feventy  dollttis  a  year.  Exclu- 
five  of  tbefc  etnohxments,  each  profeilbr  re- 
ceiTes  fht  asmual  fitta  of  four  hundred  dol- 
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lars  from  the  funds  of  the  eftablifliment. 
Bifhop  Madifon  occupies  the  chair  of  na- 
tural and  moral  philofophy,  and  has,  in  ad- 
dition to  his  profeflbrial  falarv,  two  hundred 
dollars  more,  as  prefident. 

The  internal  adminiftration  of  the  college 
is  entrufted  to  the  care  of  the  profeffors,  who 
are  nominated  by  a  board  of  eighteen  vifitors 
chofen  throughout  the  whole  ftate.  The 
houfe — ^like  the  generality  bf  thofe  in  Wil- 
liamfburg,  Yotk-Towh,  and  even  Norfolk— ^ 
is  kept  in  very  indifferent  condition.  -The 
college  is  not  fufficiently  opulent  to  make  the 
requifite  annual  repairs  ;  and  whenever  it  be- 
comes neceffary  to  undertake  fuch  as  are  in 
any  wife  confiderable,  it  is  aided  by  the  legi- 
flature.  It  poffeffes  a  library  tolerably  wett 
fumifhed  with  claffical  books  t  it  confifts  al  - 
moft  entirely  of  old  books,  except  two  hun- 
dred volumes  of  the  fineft  and  beft  French 
prodiiftidns  feht  as  a  prefent  by  Louis  XVI. 
at  the  termination  of  the  .American  war^  but 
which  a  merchant  at  Richmond,  who  was 
commiflioned  to  forward  them  to  the  college, 
fuffered  to  lie  forgotten  in  his  cellars  amid 
hogdiea^s  of  fugar  and  caiks  dT*  oil,  until, 

when 
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when  at  length  he  did  forward  them,  they 
wei-e  totally  fpoiled.  The  funds  of  the  col- 
leg"e  do  not  allow  any  addition  to  their  libra- 
ry*, which  moreover  is  very  ill  kept  in  point 
of  CDrder  and  cleanlinefs. 

The  legiflature  of  Virginia  is  faid  to  enter- 
tairi.  the  defign  of  founding  a  new  college  in 
a  more  central  part  of  the  ftate :  but  it  is 
not  known  whether  that  of  Williamlburg  is 
to  Idc  taken  as  the  ground-work  of  the  in- 
tended eftablifliment,  or  fufFered  to  continue 
oa  its  prefent  footing  and  left  to  its  own 
fcanty  refources,  while  the  new  college  fhould 
^  liberally  endowed. 

There  is  befides  at  Williamfburg  an  hof- 
pUal  for  lunatics,  which  is  fupported  from 
the  public  treafury.     It  is  a  fine  building  ; 
^ut  in  it  the  unfortunate  maniacs  are  rather 
^Wddned  to  their  wretched  ftate  than  fub- 
jcfted  to  any  treatment  which  might  tend  to 
tlidr  recovery.     From  the  obfervations  made 
in  Virginia  on  maniacal  complaints,  the  prin- 
cipa!  caufes  afligned  for  them  are  enthufiaftic 
devotion  and  ^irituous  liquors;  and  it  ap- 
pears that  fuch   as  arife  from  the  latter  of 
thefe  caufes  are  lefs  dkficulr  of  cure   thaa 

E  2  thofe 
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thofe  which  owe  their  origin  to  the  former. 
There  are  only  fifteen  lunatics  of  both  fexea 
in  this  hofpital,  which  is  capable  of  con- 
taining thirty. 

The  foil  in  the  vicinity  of  Williamlburg  is 
tolerably  well    cultivated :    but  here,   as   in 
other  parts  of  Virginia,  each  proprietor  pof- 
fefles  fo  great  an  extent  of  land,  that  he  cul- 
tivates but  a  fmall  portion  of  it.     The  or- 
dinary  rotation   of  culture  here  is- — Indian 
qom — next  wheat  or  other  grain — ^then  three 
or  four  years  in  fallow,   during  which  the 
crops  of  grafs  furnilh  the  cattle  with  good 
fiiftenance.      After    this    refl  of   three   or 
four  years,  the  ground  is  again  cultivated  in 
the  fame  manner.     The  lands  thus  managed 
yield  from  eight  to  twelve  bulhels  of  wheat 
per  acre,  or  from  twelve  to  fourteen  of  In- 
dian corn.     Thofe  few  fpots  that  are  ma^ 
nured  with  dung  produce  double  that  qpaii« 
tity.     In  the  immediitc  environs  of  the  town> 
the  land  in  general  is  indifferent ;  it  fells  for 
fevcn  or  eight  dollars  the  acre.     The  beft 
fpots,  efpecially  thofe  which  are  fituate  near 
creeks,  bear  a  higher  price,  as  far  as  twelve 
dollars :    but  it  is  worthy  of  remarks  that 

whileji 
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ivMlc,  in  almoft  ever)'  other  part  of  America, 
Ac  'price  of  land  has  encreafed  three  and  four 
foil,  in  thcfe  lower  parts  of  Virginia  it  has 
received  no  augmentation  during  the  laft 
twenty  years. 

At  Wiliiamfburg  a  regidar  market  is  held, 
and  the  prices  are  the  fame  as  at  York-Town. 
A  pair  of  oxen  lit  for  the  plough  are  fold  for 
forty  dollars.  They  are  fmall  and  indifferent. 
Sheep  are  in  tolerable  plenty ;  but  they  are 
rf  an  inferior  and  ugly  breed.  Their  wool 
fe  talued  at  about  a  quarter-dollar  the  pound. 
The  difference  in  the  demand,  rather  than  in 
the  quality,  (bmctimcs  caufes  a  fmall  varia* 
^n  in  the  price. 

The  ftate  taxes  are  not  confidcrable.     I 

ftall  jpeak  of  them  more  at  large,  when  I 

have  had  fofficient  opportunities  of  procuring 

RK)re  cooipletc  informatiou  on  the  fubjed. 

The  town-rated  ar45  nothing  ;    there  being 

neither  pavements,  nor  public  buildings,  nor 

bridges,  to  be  kept  in  repair  :   the  hcavieft 

nitc  is  that  for  the  fuftenance  of  the  poor. 

fiaeh  houfe-Jcee{^r  contributes,  for  himfelf 

md  Jbreac^  of  his  negroes  above  the  age  of 

iixtccn  years,  half  a  dollar  for  that  purpofc. 
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The  fum  total  of  thefe  contributions  is  diftri- 
buted  by  the  overfeers  of  the  poor,  under 
the  infpeftion  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace,  to 
fuch  families  as  are  deemed  to  ftand  in  need 
of  afliftance.  Thefe  receive  from  twelve  to 
thirty-fix  dollars  per  annum,  according  to 
their  yet  remaining  ability  to  work  or  their 
total  incapacity  for  labour. 

In  a  country  where  it  is  eafy  to  procure  a 
fubfiftence  and  to  make  fome  referve  for 
old  age — in  a  country  where  population^ 
being  extremely  productive,  .conftantly  (up- 
plies  each  family  with  Ibme  young  branch 
capable  of  fupporting  it— one  can  hardly  feel 
inclined  to  beflow  his  approbation  on  a  t9X 
whofe  inevitable  tendency  is  to  perpetuate 
and  even  to  create  idlenefs.and  jimprovi* 
dence :  and  it  might  perhaps  with  reafon  be 
faid,  that,  in  this  pretended  charity,  there  is 
a  greater  portion  of  vanity  and.  indolent  in- 
attention  than  of  genuine  beneficeiroc  and. 
enlightened  policy.  It  was  firft  introduced 
iinto  Virginia  becaufe  it  was  eftablifhed  ia 
England :  it  has  maintained  its  ground  here 
becaufe  a  tax  of  this  kind  is  not  eatily  re« 
formed— becaufe  it  is  fupported  by  habit— . 

and 
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uttd  becaufe,  moreover,  in  a  country  where 
(lavcry  prevails,  and  where  the  j)ofrcflion  of 
the  foil  is  vefted.iu  fo  few  hands,  that  clafs 
of  whites  who  do  not  poflefa  landed  pro- 
perty are  rnore  indigent  than  elfewhere* — 
The  negroes  have  no  fhare  in  this  public 
clurity. 

Mr.  Andrews;  mathematical  profefTor  iu 
the  college,  and  Bifhop  Madifon,   did    me 
the  honours  of  the  town  with  that  obliging 
politeaels  which. I  have  been  habitually  ac- 
ciiftomed  to  experience  in  America.     With 
the  former  of  thefe  gentlenien  I  had  become 
acquainted  at  Norfolk  ;  to  the  Bifhop  I  had 
letters.    In  the  two  days  which  1  fpent  at 
Williamlburg,  they  introduced   rr.e  to   the 
chief^part  of  the  fociety  of  the  place,  which 
.appears  very  much  united,  and  to  confift  of 
^cll-informed  men.  Bifliop  Madifon  is  him- 
fclfa  man  of  confiderable  knowledge  in  na- 
tural pbilofophy,  chymiftry,  and  even  polite 
literature.     His  library,  much  lels  numerous 
than  that  of  the  college,  confifts  of  a  more 
choice  feledtion  of  books,  efpecially  of  thofe 
relating,  to  the  fciences.     He  annually  aug- 
ments his  coUeftioii  by  the  addition  of  the 

£  4  moil 
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moft  efteemcd  fcientific  and  new  publica- 
tions. To  him  the  public  are  indebted  for 
meteorological  obfervations  very  accurately 
made  in  different  parts  of  Virginia,  and  to 
which  he  has  devoted  much  time. 

Tlie  inhabitants  of  Williamlburg,  if  we 
except  the  profeflbrs  and  the  judges,  have 
not  much  more  opulence  or  employment 
than  thofc  of  York-Town  :  they  have  as 
frequent  meetings  as  the  others':  but  it  ap- 
pears that  they  live  lefs  "  freely,"  as  the 
country  phrafe  expreffes  it— that  is  to  fay, 
they  drink  lefs  wine  and  fpirits. 

All  the  remarks  I  have  hitherto  heard  on 
the  fubjeft  of  politics  in  Virginia  are  in 
dire6l  oppofition  to  the  idea  that  had  been 
given  me  on  that  head  in  the  northern  ilates. 
The  general  opinion,  it  is  true,  is  evidently 
againft  the  treaty  :  people  would  have  wifli- 
ed  that  it  had  never  taken  place,  or  at  lead 
that  it  had  b^cn  made  on  better  termd-^that 
the  prefident*s  inftrudhons  had  been  more 
faithfully  followed— that  he,  yielding  to  what 
appears  to  have  been  his  firft  impulfe,  had 
fent  it  back  to  England  without  communi- 
cating it  to  the  fenate:  nor  is  it  thought 

here 
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lierc  that  a  war  would  have  been  the  con- 

fccjucncc  of  fuch  a  ftep.      But,  from  the 

then  exifting  ftate  of  the  bufincfs,  it  would 

h^yrc  been  matter  of  confiderable  regret  to 

the  TO  that  the  opinion  of  the  oppolitiotv-partjr 

in   t  he  late  congrefs  had  prevailed  relpefting 

tfac^   non^-appropriation  of  the  fiinds  neccffiiry 

for-    carrying  it  into   execution  ;  and  they 

^CK^n  iatisfied  that  the  long  debates,  which 

Ica.A;c  no  doubt  of  the  difep  probation  with 

^^txich  the  treaty  "was  received,  have  tcrmi- 

M.  ted  in  the  manner  that  they  did. 

-As  I  advance  farther  into  the  country,  I 
^0.11  become    better  acquainted  with  the 
g^^eral  opinion.     I  have  great  pleafure  id 
ot^Servittg  that  the  French  army  is  here  rc- 
flc^^mbercd  with  veneration  ;   it  partly  re- 
ft^ ^ined  here  for  feveral  months;  and  each 
^dividual  reColleds  with  intereft  and  gra- 
^Uide  the  particular  officer  with  whom  he 
was  acquainted.      Above    all   the   others, 
ntonfieur  de  Rochambesu  and  the  baron  de 
Viomefbil  have  left  an  honourable  remem- 
brance  of  themfelves  in  the  minds  of  the  in- 
habitants :  and  whenever  the  converfation 
pcrlbnally  turns  on  the  individuals  of  that 

army— 
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army  —  whether  generals,  commanders  of 
corps,  or  aides-de-camp- — it  appears  that  the 
judgement  which  has  been  formed  of  them 
here  was  didated  by  great  benevolence,  fa- 

■ 

gacity,  and  juflice. 

JOURNEY  TO  RICHMOND. 

Of  all  the  inconveniences  attending  the 
public  carriages  in  America — and  the^num- 
ber  of  thofe  incopveniences  is  great — one  of 
the  moft  mortifying  is  that  they  almoft  in- 
variably  run  over  the  very  worft  parts  of  the 
country  through  which  they  travel.  The 
roads  are  generally,  and  with  good  rcafon, 
laid  out  in  the  drieft  foils,  conlequently  in 
the  fpots  which  are  the  lead  adapted  for 
cultivation*  In  the  ipace  of  fixty  miles 
which  I  yefterday  travelled  froni  Williamf- 
burg  to  Richmond,  I  did  not  fee  twenty 
houfcs ;  and  fuch  a?  I  faw  were  mean  and 
wretched.     A  few  fields  of  Indian  corn  oc- 

■  -  ■ 

cafionally .  met  my  fight,   and   fome  new- 

cleared  grounds, of  confiderable  extent,  but 

•'  •  ■ 

not  a  fingle  field  that   was  tolerably  well 
cultivated;    whereas    I    am   afTured,    that, 

within 
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witHin  four  miles  on  each  fide  of  the  road^ 

*"C   lands  are  good  and  the  plantations  nu- 

^cr-ous.   A  few  hills,  however,  occur  on  the 

way:  and  when  a  traveller's  cyie  has,  like 

'nir^e,  been  near  three  months  fatigucid  by 

^^a  ^  unvarying  unifortnity  of  flat  faiids.  and 

^^Snant  marflies,  a  hill  proves  a-  Iburcc  of 

^^i  c:>ymeut :  he  eioccties  its  aridity  in  confide- 

rati-ion  of  its  being  a  hill:  and  when,  with 

th^     diverfity  and    animation   which    tbit. 

change  iu  the  face  *of  the  country  gives  to 

th^   prolpeft,  he  combines  the  idea  that  he 

ha.s.  now   reached   the  boundaries   of  that 

n^^^phitic   ftagnation  which  engenders,  and 

P^CDpagates  ail  fpecies  of  maladies  with  fuch 

f^^ai  rapidity,  his  enjoyincnts  are  not  cott^ 

fiocd  to  the  eye  alone. 

Crowded  in  the  ftage^  by  ten  paflengers 
^tid  their  baggage,  we  did  not  arrive  at 
Kichmond  before  eleven  o'clock  at  nighty 
though  we  had  fet  out  from  Williantiburg 
at  eight  in  the  morning;  the^raki^  which 
has  been  abundant  during  the  laft  two  dayst 
having  rendered  the  roads  very  bad« 
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TOWN  OF  RICHMOND. 

The  poiition  of  Richmond  is  truly  agree*- 
Stblct  The  lower  town^  which  is  fituate 
along  the  bank  of  James^River,  lies  be* 
tween  that  river  and  a  tolerably  high  hill : 
but  the  greater,  part  of  the  houfes— thofe 
indeed  of  altnofl:  every  perfon  who  is  not 
engaged  in  trade-*-- are  built  on  the  hilU 
which  commands  a  profpe6l  of  the  river» 
and  whence  the. view  embraces  at  once  the 
iflands  formed  by  its  viraters,  the  extenfivo 
valley  through  which  it  flows,  and  the  nu-« 
merous  falls  by  which  its  ftrcam  is  broken « 
On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river^  the  coun* 
try  rifes  in  a  gentle  acclivity ;  and  the  little 
but  well-built  town  of  Manchefter>  ehvi- 
foned  by  cultivated  fields  which  are  orna« 
ixiented  by  an  inHaite'number  of  trees  and 
dotted  with  icattered  houfes,  embelliihes 
the  fweet,  vttriegated,  agreeable,  and  •  ro- 
m^tic  peifpedive. 

The  Capitol  is  ereded  on  a  point  of  this 
hill  which  commands  the  town.  This  edi- 
fice, which  is  extremely  vail,  is  conflru&ed 

on 
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qn     «hc   plan  of  the  "  Maifon  Quarree"  at 
Nk  lines,    but   on  a  much    more  extenfive 
fcale.    The  attics  of  the  Maifon  Quarree 
bav^  undergone  an  alteration  in  the  Capi- 
tol,  to  fuit  them   for  the  convenience  of 
the   public  offices  of  every   denomination, 
)^bich,  thus  perfedly  fecure  againfb  all  ac- 
cidents from  Ere,  lie  withi^i  reach  of  the 
tribunals,  the  executi\^  council^    the  go* 
veruor,  the  general  aflembly^  who  all  (it  in 
the  Capitol,  and  draw  to  it  a  great  afflux 
of  people.     This  building,  which  is  entirely 
of  brick,  is  not  yet  coated  with  plafter  :  the 
columns,  the  pilafters,  are  defUtute  of  bafes 
and  capitals :  but  the  interior  and  exterior 
coraices  are  iinifhed,  and  are  well  executed. 
The  reft  will  be  completed  with  more  or 
Icfe  ipeed :    but,   even   in   its  prefent  un- 
fiui(hcd  ftate^  this  building  is,  beypnd  conk* 
parifon^  the  fiueft»  the  maft  noble,  and  the 
greateft,   in   all   Amerioa.      The   internal 
diftribution  of  its  partj^  is   extremely  well 
adapted  to  the  purpofes  for  which  it  is  de- 
ftined.    It  was  Mr.  JefFerfon  who,  during 
his  embafly  in  France,  fent  the  model  of 
it.   AU-eady  it  is  fkid  to  have  coft  a  hundred 

and 
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and  feventy  thoufand  dollars  ;  and  fifteen 
thouland  more  are  the  eftimated  fum  re- 
quifite  for  completing  it  and  remedying 
ibmc  dcfcfts  which  have  been  obferved  in 
the  conftr'u6lion. 

In  the  great  central  veftibule,  which  is 
lighted  by  a  kind  of  dome  contained  in  the 
thicknefs  of  the  roof,  has  lately  been  placed 
a  ftatue  of  George  Wafliington,  voted,  ten 
years  fmcc,  by  the  general  aflembly  of  Vir- 
ginia. In  addition  to  the  fentiments  of  gra- 
titude which  they  felt  in  common  with  the 
reft  of  America,  that  body  entertained  more- 
over a  particular  afFeftion  for  him,  together 
with  the  pride  of  having  him  for  their  coun- 
tryman. Since  that  period  the  prefident 
has  acquired  new  claims  to  the  general  ap- 
probation and  efteem.  If  he  be  chargeable 
A^ith  fome  errors  in  adminiflration,  as  I 
think  he  is,  neverthelefs  his  devotion  to  the 
public  weal  and  the  purity  of  his  inten- 
tions cannot  even  be  fufpe6ted  :  yet  it  is 
doubtful  whether  at  the  jJrefent  moment  the 
affembly  of  Virginia  would  be  inclined  to 
vote  him  fuch  an  honour  :  at  leaft  it  is  cer- 
tain that   the   fame   unanimity  would  not 

prevail 
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prevail  on  the  occafion.  This  ftatue  was 
executed  by  Houdon,  one  of  the  firft  fculp- 
tors  in  France.  He  undertook  a  voyage  to 
America  five  or  fix  years  fincc  for  the  ex- 
prcfs  pnrpofe  of  making  a  buft  of  the  pre- 
fident  from  the  life.  Although  the  ftatue 
be  beautiful,  and  difplay  even  a  noblenefs 
in  the  compofition  and  a  likenefs  in  the  fea- 
turesj  k  does  not  bear  the  marks  of  Hou- 
dou's  talent:  one  cannot  trace  in  it  the  hand 
^^  hini  who  produced  the  celeliial  Diana 
which  conftituteS  the  chief  part  of  that  ar- 
tiit^s  reputation. 

'  Near  this  ftatue  of  the  prefident  ftands  a 
^^arble  buft  of  monfieur  de  la  Fayette,  voted 
**  the  fame  time  by  the  affembly  of  Virginia, 
^^d  alio  carved  by  Houdon,  but  with  greater 
Airplay  of  ability. 

The  population  of  Richmond  amounfii  to 
^^  thoufand  perfbns,  of  whom  aboiut  one 
^hird  are  negroes.  This  town  has  pro- 
^ioufly  incrcaTcd  during  tlite  years  which 
We  elapled  fincc  the  legiflaturc  chofc  it  for 
the  place  of  their  fittings  :  bu.t  within  the 
Jaft  two  or  three*  years  it  has^  remained 
ilatioaary.  A  few  years  back,  a  conflagra- 
tion 
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tion  confumed  almoft  all  the  lower  part  of 

■ 

thc.towiu  This  accident  induced  the  in-« 
habitants  to  rebuild  in  brick  not  only  the 
houfes  coniun^ed,  which  had  been  of  wood, 
but  alfo  fcveral  others  which  the  owners' 
fears  wiftied  to  preferve  from  the  iame  ca- 
lamity. At  prefent  there  are  few  wooden 
houfes  at  Richmond. 

The  trade  of  this  town  confifts  in  the 
purchafe  of  the  country  produAions,  the 
number  of  which  is  confined  to  wheats  In- 
dian corn,  aiKl  tobacco— rand  in  felling  at 
lecond  hand  the  articles  of  domeflic  con- 
fuiDption,  which  are  generally  procured  from 
England*.  The  number  of  mercfaaots  who 
carry  on  a  dire6l  commerce  with  Europe  is 
inconfiderable :  they  keep  their  (hips  at  Nor- 
folk ;  the  river  not  being  navigable  for  thofe 
of  large  fize  higher  up  than  City- Point,,  at 
the  diftance,  by  water,  of  fixty-fix  mile»  be- 
low Richmoftd.  They  therefore  fend  the 
produce  of  the  country  in  fmaller  veffels  to 
Norfolk,  where  they  eafily  find  opportunities 
of  completing  their  cal^o,  if  needful.  The 
generality  of  thefe  merchants  are  only  the 
ageat&.pf  partners  of  Englifh  houfes  ;   the 

others 
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(Othefs  bardly  .idJMiiy  on  any  other  than  tike 
commiffion  trade,  which  may  be  confidered 
MS  the  real  bufiiiefs  of  the  place*    . 

It  18  from-tbe  merchants  of  Richmond 

•     -  . . .  •■       ... 

pr  PeteribuFg- that  thofe  of  Norfolk  moft 
.comQaonly.purchaie  the  grain*  flour,  and  to- 
baccO)  which  the  latter  exporti  and  which 
the .  farmer  have  .  purchafed  at  firft  hand* 
.The  country  produce  is  paid  for  by  the  mcFi^ 
chants  in  ready  money  or  at  ihort  credit: 
tbey  even  frequently  obtain  it  on  cheaper 
tenas  by  fomiihing  the  planters  with  aa  ad«- 
vance  of  money  on  their  crop.  The  Rich* 
mood  inerchants  (upply  all  the  ftores  through 
an  extenfive  tra£t  of  back  country.  As  they 
have  a  very  long  credit  from  England^  they 
can  allow  a  fimilar  indulgence  of  fix,  nine^ 
or  twelve  months  to- the  (hopkeepers  whom 
they  ibpply,  and  from  whom  they  always 
-derive  a  con^derable  profit,  which  is  flill 
further  increafed  when  they  exad  payment 
in  country  produce. 

Almpft  all  the  merchants  of  Richmond 
have  (hops  for  the  retail'^trade*  They  all 
deal  in  bills  of  exchange  on  Europe  ;  a  trade 

Voj-UL  F  which 


'whkh  often  fTwts  c&ttfiml/iy  ft^^lA^^ 
'them. 

There  are*fetr  6mrlent  ttf«rd%iintlpat4tSd»> 
*fnond  ;  ftill  ^fewcf  in  '^afy  cfrcwbAauKtes  ; 

irbte*  *t  ¥bor  ffwd  five  -per  ttiit  iper  inoljtb'. 
^ut  people  Have  hot  hci^»^sin*8l(c  principid 
•towns  of  Attoci^ica,  the  ir^Hrce  <if  ^tt-ihl; 
thete -notes  ihto  the  feahk:  afccdrdJftgly  ^As 
tend  df  ^rsrffic  is  here  much  rtore '  hicri^ive. 
The  'Icgifl  intereft  of  money,  which  h  '6ifljr 
■five  per  edit  j>cr  annum,  tbgeiJier  with^ifhe 
Tcarcity  df  fpocie  and  the  general  iVarit'of 
confidence,  render  it  difiicillt  to  obtem 
money  on  loan. 
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The  fall?  of  James-Riyer,  which  .<Sb-« 
ttrufted  its  navisr^tion  from  the  diftamie  oF 
Icven  miles  above  Richmond,  heretofore  im- 
pofed  a  neceffity  of  employing  land-carria^ 
for  that  fpace.  At  prefent  a  canal,  runnuig 
p^fall^l  .with  the   courie  of  the   river  for 

th§feJfX<^u^miIes^  conneSs  tlie  coipmuinca-^ 

■    •.  .... 

tiQ&li>y.>water,  and  opens  a  navigation  ^hich 

extends 
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cextdA^  4^khottjt  interruption  tvroihuiidrcd 
myio^  ^above  Riahmond.  This  :eanal^  al- 
>read)r  >Deai4y  -  finiflied,  will '  be '  entirely  .com-^ 
•pleted  during  -the  prcj^ent  lytar^  iexccptixig 
'the  ba$o^  which  the  dircdtprs  prQ))0J[e  to 
iorm  at'  the  entrance^  of  the  'town,  and  of  a 
^flxucli'gf^itter  fee  'than  feetne  hecefiary  !for 
iht' trade  of  Richmond  on  any  rekibnable 
"ftppiygtion  of  it8  future  encreafe.  The  locks 
"^t  the  opening  of  the  canal  ar&  eroded :  they 
tre  fitnplcy  and  the  gates  are  eafily  mam^ed 
'bjroae  or  'two  men,  but  might  be  rendexol 
*^  more  eafy  in  their  movement.  Tiie&, 
"^^eiog  three  in  clofe  (iicceflion,  raife  the  boats 
to  an 'Elevation  of  feventeen  feet.  Others 
will  be  required,  if  it  be  intended  to  oarry 
the  canal  as  far  as  Rocket,  a  mile  below 
"the  town,  beyond  which  point  vedels  of 
*forty  tons  cannot  come  up  on  the  Richmond 
^:  on  the  other  fide  veffels  even  of  greater 
Wden  can  come  up  almofl  oppofite  to  the 
town.  The  tifxtenfion  of  the  canal  to  JR^ocket 
'l^U  for  its  objed  to.facilitate  the  dire  A  tranP* 
'porteiion  df  the  back-country  produce  to 
City*Point,  and  fo  on  to  Norfolk.  By  this 
mean,  thofe  commodities,  which  otherwife 

F  2  would 
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would  fuul  no  market  except  at  RichtQpnd, 
night  reach  Norfolk^-dad,  by  ejcciting.  a 
competition, between  ijbe  merchants  of  both 
towns,  might  probabljr  cadfe- an  ^ncre^ie  of 
profit  to  the  planters*     But  th^  e^ngpeoce  of 
thefe  additional  locks  would  be.yery.  con-^ 
(iderable.     The  fund  of  two  hundred  and 
.forty  thoufand  dollars^  rdifed  by  a  fubfcrip- 
tion  of  fevcn  hundred  fharcs^  is  alnoady  ex« 
haufted :  and  a  loan  of  twQnty-One  thouland 
d^liaiB^.  made  by  the  truftecs  of  the  canal 
under  the  authority  of  the  jftate,  ^nd  figured 
by  a  mortgage  of  the  tolls. that*  have  ajr^dy 
begun  to  be  received  on  the  part  u^ch  is 
fiuiihed, .  has  been  proved,  fcarcely  fuflicient 
to  complete  the  execution  of  the  original 
\plan.     It  appears   that   the   great  expencc 
'  which  would  attend  the  addition  fumifhes 
\  ;the  holders  of  the  canal  fhares  with  a  pre* 

-.text  for  oppofing  it,  and  that  the  Richmond 
merchants  ufe  that  as  a  cloke  to  cover  their 
.  wifli  to  retnain  the  fole  purchafers  of  the  pro* 
-duce  of  the  back  country,  which  is  the  real 
motive  of  their  opppfition  to  the  further  cx- 
tenfion  of  the  canal. 

INSPECTION 
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.tt^SiPECTION  OF  MERCHANDIZE. 

►        •  •  •  ■ 

The  culture  of  tobacco  is  not  carried  on 

In  the  vfeinity  of  Richmond,  at  ieaflrnot  <to 

an  fiiterifivft  fcaJe.    There  are  ncvcrthelcfs 

three  hbufes  of  infpeflion  in  this   tbwn: 

finular-eflablifhments  are   to  be   fotind  in 

every  diftrift  pf  Virginia  where  tobacco  is 

cnltimed,  and  iii  all  the'commercialtoti^ns* 

Thefe  inipe6iions,  whoie  obje6l  i$  to  enfure 

to  httign-  purchafers  -the    quality  of  the 

ctomcdity  f6r  which  they  contract,  are  of- 

^rcd  -by  the  ftate  for-  tobacco,  flour, .  and 

other  articles.     They  are  eflabliihed  in  like 

manner  in  all  the  ilates  which  produce  theie 

articles.     But  the  iufpe£tion  of  the  tobacco 

ia  Virginia,  and  efpccially  on  James^River, 

iscfteemed  to  be  condu6ted  with  a  degree 

of  exadnefs  and  feverity  which  contributes 

wniwchtts  the  real  fuperiority  of  the  article 

itielf.to  keep  up  its  price  in  the  market. 

Evtry  fobacco*planter  who  intends  his  crop 

fo^  exportation   packs  it  up  in  hogfheads, 

mdihns  iends  it  to  one  of  the  houies  of  in- 

^pcftion.     There  the.  tobacco  is  itakcn  frofti 

F  3  its 
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it  J  cafe,  which  is  opened  for  the  purpofe  ;  it 
is  examined  in  every  direftion  and  in  every 
part,  in  order  to  afcertain  its  quality,  its 
hoc(iogeneity,.its  purity;  it  is  rejeded  at  un- 
ik  for  egrportation  if  any  defed  is  psrc^vod 
)n  it  I  QTf  if  no  obje6tion  appear^  it  is  pro« 
npunced,  to  be  exportable.  It  ia  then-re« 
packed  in  its  hogibead,  which  is  branded 
with  a  het  iroi>^  marking  the  place  of  in«* 
ipieSiaa*  and.  the  quality  of  the  contents  i 
after f  which^j  it  is  lodged  in  the  florebpplos 
of  the  infptfdion,  therai  to  await  the  difgoia} 
of  the  p^tcr,  who  rocdves  a.  certificate,  of 
the:p;iffticular8,  ferving^^at  the  fame  tiine  W 
an  acktiow^edgement  of  the  deport.  It!  is 
by  felling  this  ^*  tobacco^^note**  to  tbe.nwc^ 
chant  that  the  planter  fells  his  toblEiC€o« 
The  purcbafer,  on  viewing  the.  note^.tt  as 
well  acquainted  with,  the  article  as  if  he 
had  himfelf  .ini]^e£ted  it :  and  he  haa  only  to 
fend  the  note  and  transfer  to  the  ftore  wl^erc 
the  tobacco*  lies^  and  it  is  immediately;  d|>f 
livcred.  outi  to.  bia  order*  The.  tjobacccu 
often  feiit  by  the  -  planter  himfelf  Ip  >  ||bu9 
warehoufes:  of  a  di^ent  ihfpeiStiqifti/iioagi 
that  where.he:  has  it  ioTpedted)  either.  ko<¥Uifi> 

he 


tfti^kikd  ttiMb  ffibre^  corfvMiibt*  t5  tl^ 
i%eR$!at  the'  vraridhorffi^'-df-thti'  Rictelttadi 
<^  iMgCheadsi'"  that  -httve  bl^n  -if}Q)eded  •  «UiH 

infpedbn — receive  as  infp«ili9n-^f6e,'U  dot**' 
laf  and  half  per  hogihead :  from  the  fums 
hence  arifing  the^r^  receive  their   falaries, 
v/hich  vary  from  a  hundred  to  two  hundred 
aiM^4ift^d<Ullfr^'pfer'aEnmidQ'al»Jrdk^  b 
tlK>iaiipttrtaiiG«of  tbi  offflod  M>h«^t  jti^jbafer 
cn^to^    13b«f'T<^ue-0fTtfae~in%eftian6" 
^icoiifticutesxBtjjBhru)^  c&e  rexmit«i<tft  of^ijlbc) 

£ver)f'odierip«dte*«f 'pioduiie  deftind^c' 
fil^eaiqMyCfttiDn  isa)(o  fobj^rtoi iiiip(t£GaH^.v 

ai-ltar;  JmaApi  'tar  i  tbutthnlbiartiolBStido'bMr' 
fiottkib  uadiBrgbi  the  iiuns  ^tvcwi  fcvhifibiy 
aNii  .tftbwtto;' 'For,  at-  PfaUadsip&iBi9lfbr 
iiiHttet  ciM  Viiiglttk>flour,.iiWwiftbfiatadiiig;i 
Mdttgi-birtfadddowitltf:  thfti  nuuk  ofr**if»«  . 
pMfiM^** '  ii^':ful(jc^d  to  a  hew  itiipedionu  , 
UnI  iM«foli8iiui^*  Virgiaia-attritnifertht^Tetr 

fltl|fedi0B^t»^GoinoMrciat'jeak>ttry'oa  the  pfirt! 

F4  of 
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ol.'Pbiladelpbk  :  but-,  tbfure  .fxi^  io  reillltjr: 
<$:pj©digk>u8.  .a.di;Serenc^:betv(te«n  the  Awft 
Itttber.(C(  Q^apMf^ured  at ;  Ricbrnondf  u^\ 
tt^  frpqti.^he  mills  of  Penxiiylvania  ati4f 
I^}ftw|ii:$,  tba,t  the  former  is  conftamtly 
taken  in  the  cburfe  of  trade  at  half  a  doU^f^* 
QjidJoipt^ttimw  cwn  at  a.  dollar  and  half, 

lofrjj/ th*n.tb«  latter,.  .  V  :  . . 

„       •  .  • 

'•'v'-  •-    "•■     ■     MILLS.--.  ■    ■•-     '-   '-"'■'-' 

^I  have  fecnope.of  tbe  two  mills  at  Rich*.: 
mond  :.it  Am^  bolc£w  tbiP  falls  of  the  river. : 
receives  a  great:  power  of  ;sv!atef»  and  toms^ 
(iX||)aif:of  ilopes*  ^It  is  a  fine  .twiU  wd  uoitM'^ 
the  advantages  of  all  the  new  inventiQn$:«j( 
bit.it  Js  iHJbonili^udedj  the  .Cogs  oflihie 
wJattekmroclumfily  executed :  it  is  moreover  i 
not  fufficidndy  Toomy,  It  neverthelefs.  ccfftai; 
a  ^oariy.  rent .  of  near  fix  thonfand  dollaca;i 
touMottfiieuF  Cbeiraliery  a  Frenchman  frbrtkri 
Rxchpfoiti  heotofflre  dire£lor  of  the  Frwch.; 
paqiiets  to  Americe!,  and  vnou^  fettled  in  Vir*, ; 
ginia.  This  miU  is/geooralfy  employed  in. ^ 
pwvate  manufadureyiaod  f^ldom  l^orks  forr 
the  public ;  when  tbe  Im^x  is:  the  cafe/  the  ; 

*  '•  terms 


for  grinding  are  five  bulbils  fotiaiA 
banr^i  of  floor.  .  Monfieur  Chevalier  and  hd 
pfti'^xierB  are  in:  the  conftant  habit  of  fpecni- 
latizxg:  oa  the  moment  when  they  Hiall  lend 
tbdbr  :flour  to  market.-  -Tbeir-  fptculatiofiA 
l»i^e  hitherto  proved  very  advantageous  td 
tb^xxi :  but  they  have  reafon  to  apprehend  a 
materia]  lofs  fr^m  a  late  fpecul29ti(m  'which 
dett^rmined  them  two  mohths  fince  to  refofe* 
thfc  offer  of.  thirteeh  dollars  per  barrel,  inf 
hof>  <g  of  obtaining  a  (till  better  ^  price .  At 
the  prefeat  moment  they^  could^not  £nd  a 
pMr<halcr  atabove  ten  dollars.     '  :  ^ 


r 


MANNERS  AND  LAWS. 


Sopety  here  difplays  the  charadenftics  of 
fcpaplicity /and  honfefty  :  noverthelefs  it  is 
IKttiJinkedin  the.bondof  unity.  .  The  men 
who  belong  to  oppofite  parties  feldom  vifit 
each  other :  but,  .when  they  happen  to  meet, 
tbty  treat  each  .other  with  aU  the  politeneisi 
aodcivility  of  welUbred  people.  --^ 

The  party  c^pofed  to  government— that 
Utclay,  the  party  wifliing  for  a  change  in 
tbc  «xiiiiiD^;i:0aititution,  a  redridion  in  the 

executive 
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cMcutive  powQr-«--has  here  numy^  zmkut 
adherents^  Thb  part/ivould  prclbrtto;tfaaci 
own  tte.  ne«f  French  oonftttution,  iuub  .iwr 
it  16$  sind,  from  tfae^  permanency  oft  tharcittM 
l^tqtion  in  Fkance,  they  derive  encrotiri|^ 
sncnt  tix«Sefta€haogeiaXfae:Conftitutiott.'oft 
the  Uailed  States^ 

The  party  in  the  Ebgliflk.intercft  bonlidefi 
the .fapfort  of  the.Bitgliih  coi9d[lk\itiooD,;.e9tt^ 
mtb  all  f  its  *  exifttoig  abufirsy  asi  ths  mean  -aJ9 
oiP^rtbrowiag,  bbe   pre&ntn  iconAitotiocr  oft 
FraMCyiafiidiitibftitutinginrats  ftead  at^nm^ 
narchy  ;  and  aifo  Mi  axicdUDftanoercaiott^ 
lated  to  gratify  the  defirc  which  they  cvU 
dently  manifcft  of  conferring  .a  ^eat  ad* 
ditional  ftrength  on  the  executive  power  of 
the  Uliited  iSlat6s«-^$;>W€llI>a9  therldefire^  iiiot 
lefs  real,  thougb/k^  openly -aVoived,  of  feeing^ 
at  hetreditary  memaicchy  eflabiiihed  ini  thisF 

country*.  . .   .        ; 

Between^thiefit  two  extrenms ;  there :i$(an:> 

intermisdiafee.  dais;  wbafe:  fentimenfts:  wi^ 
marked  with.  >  moderattolw    There  are:  alio: : 
forae-efttravagantr  cnthufiaiftiL  •  who  blindly 
embracer  the  French!  tor'  this:  j^ns^fii'  ^arty/ 
witfaoiitr.aflgr .  likeriorpoliticiLtRinfiddratioiiy- 

and 
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aod  xnerely  through  intereft  or  pailioii*  The 
commerciai  body^  for  inftance,  at  Richmond,  . 
as  aimod  cvery-^wher^  eUb,  are  exdofivelj, 
attached  to  JBngland^  becaufe  it  is  with  hcj^ 
th^  have*  all  their  dealings^  and  have'npL 
proved  of  credit  or  profit  except  by  her. 
means :.  and  at  Richmond^  as  in  nearly  all 
the.  trading  towns,  the.  comn^ercial  body  eiu- 
joys  a  certain  degree  of  fupcrioritjr*  During^ 
the  late  diiculSipii  of  the. treaty  in  Congre^,, 
the.fluyority  of  this  town  informed  their 
reprc&ntatives  in  the  .  national  legiflature 
that  th^  wifliedrthem  to  vote  for  its  ratifr* 
catioo.  I  have  feen  all  forts  of  company^ 
auadia none  have.  L  heard  the  ,pre(ident.xpea<» 
tioaedjocherwife  thanin. terms. of  refpedl. 

,  Mr.  £dniond  Randolpjb^  heretofore  (ecre* 
tary.  of  ilate  to  the.  Uniout  and.  become  fa 
&mou3  in.confeque£u:eof  Moniieur  FauchetV 
lett^r^  follows  here  the  profeflion  of  a  lawyer, 
to  which  he  bad  devoted  ail  that  partof  his. 
life  that  was  not  employed  in  public  a&ics;^ 
He  *  has  ^  gr^at  pp:a£tioet  and .  {lands  in.  diat 

tdjfp^  ,P9^Iy  on  a  paf  with  .Mr.  J.  Mar** 

iliall».  the.  roofl:   efteexned  and  celebrated 

•  •  • «  .  •  ■ 

The 
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The  profcffion  of  a  lawjrcr  is  herd/  as  in* 
cvcfy  other  part  of  America,  one  bf  the  moft^ 
profitable.  But,  though  the  employment  be- 
here '  more  confiant  than  in  Carolinai-  the- 
pra6Ktioner's  emoluments  are  very  far*  frbm^ 
teing  equally  confidcrable.  Mr.  MarihaU' 
does  not  from  his  praftice  derive  above  four* 
ifr  five  thoufand  dollars  per  annum,  and  not^ 
cven'thatium  tvery  year.  Ih  Virginia  thd 
lawyers  ^fually  take  cafe  to  infift  t)n  pay- 
ment before  they  proceed  in  a  fuit :  and  this' 
cuftoni  is  juftified  by  the  genfcral  di{pofition 
oTthe  inhabitants  to  pay  as  little  and  as  fel-' 
dom  as  pofBble.  I  have  heard  phyficians 
declare  that  they  do  not  annually  receive  • 
one-third  of  what  is  due  to  them  foV  their 
attendance;  that  they  have  fome  of  th'efe 
debts  "of  five  and  twenty  years*  ftaridiiigV 
that  their  claims  are  frequently  denied;  and 
rfiat,  iti  order  to  recover  pay ment,  •  thfey  ar6- 
cbKged  to  fend  writsi  carry  on  law-ftfits;  &c; 
&c;'&c.-''  ■  ■    •  •  "  '^'' 

The  derangement  of  aflFairs  ioccafioncd  by 
cxpcnccs.  exceeding  the  bounds  of  income, 
and  eipeciaHy 'by*  gaming — ^and,  above  all; 
the  want  of  delicacy  reftifting  from'  that  de- 

"  rangement 


nngetneot  and  from  the  habit  of  tbinkmg 
lightly  of  debts— ^rc  .the  caufegpf  this  im- 
moral order  of  things  ^  and  it  is  in  feme  de- 
gree encouraged^  by  tlie  Jaws  of  the  ftatOt 
which  do  not  allow  thefeizure  of  lands  or 
other  immovable  property  for  the  pajanent 
of  debts. .  This  law,  which  the  Virginians 
fay  they  originally  derived  from  England^ 
lias  been  preferved  by  them  in  all  the  re- 
foim6  which  :thcy2  have  made  in,  their  legal 
code,  and  has  been  preferved  by  them  alone. 
Slaves  and  movable  property  are  feizable: 
but  whoever  is  acquainted  with  the  manners 
of  the  country  ngiay  readily  conceive,  how 
great  the  facility  of  making  a  feigned  fale  of 
them :  and  then,  by  holding  them  as  hireil, 
they  are  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  feizurci 
Gaming  is  the  ruling  paffion  of  the  Vir- 
ginians :  at  pharo,  dice^  billiards,  at .  every 
imaginable  game  of  hazard,  they  lofe  coa- 
iiderable  fums.  Gaming-tables  are  publicly 
kept  in  ahnod  every  town,  and  particularly 
at  Richmond.  Yet  a  law  of  the-  (late^ 
enaded  no  longer  ago  than  in  December 
I702j  exprefsly  prohibits  all  games  of  ha- 
zard, all  wagers  at  horfe*races  or  cockrfights, 

of 
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tfae  Virginrans  are  peiffionttMlirlbiiil 
— ^forbids  the  lofing  ^of  more  than  Mhsoty 
dollars  at  canls  within  fbtiraini  tMp>erfty4iOQ#8 
^'-^laces  all  the  'holders  of  imnks  '6u  -the 
looting  of  vagabonds— orders  the  jtfflliees  of 
^he  peace,  on  the  fligbteft  iBformation^  to 
fitter  the  places  where  they  nre  held^  to 
^)rcak  the  tables,  feize  the  money,  &c.  &c. 
iNevcrthelefs,  to  the  prefcnt  hour,  the  greater 
number  of  thofc  who  enabled  that  law— *df 
ihe  prefent  Jegiflators,  the  juftices  of  the 
peace,  and  the  other  magiftrates— are  afli* 
duous  in  their  attendance  at  thofe  feats  of 
gambling*  The  bank^holders  are  ^very* 
where  received  and  acknowledged  as  •*  gen- 
tlemen ;*'  and  their  profeflion  is  envied,  as 
being  a  very  lucrative  one.  The  part  of 
this  law  which  is  laid  to  be  the  moft  punc- 
tually executed  is  that  which  cancels^  thee 
debts  contra6led  at  the  gaming-table,  and 
prohibits  the  payment  of  them. 

It  is  not  uncommon  to  witnefs  'Iccnes  of 
bloodfhed  at  thefe  gaming-houfes.  Since 
my  arrival  here,  a  young  man,  of  a  family 
of  cohfequence  in  Virginia,  fancying,  »in  his 
impatient -heat  at  a  billiard-party,  that  ^  he 

had 
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'ha&  talfoii 'tx>hc  dilfetisfiea  with  tKc  fee- 
h&viour  <if  a  tnafker  wliotn  he  thought  6e» 
"Ikietit  in  due  wfpeft  to •  fiittt, — sfcfter -dSt- 
tlurrgin^  a*  volley  df  abtffe  on  the  iha'n  <^hio 
tirirti  niiitih  difficulty  'b6re  it — thrult  'him 
-throngh  the  body  with  a  kitid  6f  cutlals 
'-SHiichhe  wont  'by  his  iidc.    The  marker  did 
^notdie  in  coilfequcnice  of  the  wound:  but, 
*<fycn  if  he  bad,  the  yoking  man  wpiild  have 
xqualijr -fefcftped  prdfecrrtion.  '  The  latter  has 
quitted  the  rown  for  z  few  days/aild  Will 
^Aortlj  reappear,  and^  reTume  his  ufual  pur- 
Tuits,  as  if  'he  'had  been  abfent  only  on  zc^ 
count xrf* 111  health;  although  nobody  denies 
the  commiflion  tff  that  pilbHc  a£t,  or  attenipts 
'to  paDiate  it.  ^ 

The  law  agairift  inoculation  is  more  rigidly 
enforced,  ft  prohibits  every  perfon  from 
Ixaving  himfdf  or  any  of  his  family  inocu- 
lated without  permiflion  obtained  from  all 
the  juftices  of  the  county,  who,  on  his  peti- 
tion, are  to  alfemble,  and  enquire  into  ihe 
moiires  of  his  requeft,  its  neceffity,  its  pro- 
priety. If  they  acquiefce,  their  permiffion, 
whnih'is  to  be  given  in  writing,  is'ftill  of  no 
avail:  tiiatof  all  the  neighbours  fortwomlle^ 

round 
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round  is  rnqreoyer  required;  and.tfae  refiifiil 
of  a  fingle  ong.  prevents  the.  inoculation. 
Any  ph)ffician  who  (hould  preCvme  ^o  inpcfi* 
J^t^  .without  thefe  precautions,,  would  1^ 
pu(iifii.?.d  by  a  fine  of  ten  thoufan  j..c[o}Iai:$. 
Whoevipr  i?  accidentally  attacked  by,  the 
fmallrpox  is  carried  to  a  lonely  houie  in  the 
middle  of  tbe  woods,  and  there  he  receives 
medical  ailiilance.  .  If  the  village,  the  town^ 
the  diftridl,  to  which,  he  belongs,  catch  the 
infeflion,  thefe.  places  are  cut  off  from  all 
communication  with  the  reft  of  the  country, 
and  are  permitted  to.  have  recourfe  to  inpcus* 
lation ;  other  wife  it  is  never  allowed ;  for  it 
is  ealy.  to  perceive  that  the  faculty  of  obtain^ 
}tng  permiffion  for  the  purpofe  by  the  unanip 
mous  vote  of  the  magiftrates  of  the  county 
and  the  general  confent  of  the  neighbours, 
in  a  country  where  prejudices  receive  fuch 
additional  flrength  from  the  law,  is  a  mere 
illufion. 

Pepple  are  often,  hea^d  to  murmur  againft 
this  abfurd  law  :  yet  it  is  punftually  obeyed : 
and  nobody  can  ^lege  as  a. pretext  for  this 
prejudice,  that  the  Virginians  are  afraid  of 
"  tempting  Qod,'*  as  was  the.  cant  of  our 

pricfb 
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priefts  in  France,  who>  in  this  inftance  as. 
in  many  others,  have  done  all  the  mifchief 
in  their  power.  Tbofe  who  are  afked  a 
rcafon  for  fuch  a  regulation  adcjuce  the  fear 
of  propagating  a  dangerous  dife^fe  with, 
which  they  aflcrt  that  Virginia  bas  never 
been  otherwifc  than  partially  and  accident- 
ally infe^led^  They  repeat  the ;  affertipns 
which  in  Ev\fope  bad  long  proved  a  bar  to 
the  extcnfion  of  that  5»dn[iirabie  difqpyery. 
They  fay  that  the  praftice  of  iiiQcuUtion, 
by  rendering  the  difeafe  more  common,  in- 
creafes  the  number  of  i^s  vidinis  far  beyond 
what  nature  intended  ;  that  inoculation  is 
itfelf  full  of  dangers ;  that  the  attendant 
cxpcnccs,  which  are  confiderable,  do  iiot 
lie  within  the  ability  of  the  poor  (for,  in 
Virginia,  as  elfewherc,  forpe  popular  reafon 
muft  be  given),  &c.  &c.  &c.  One  is 
^ftoniftied  to  hear  from  the  mouths  of  en- 
lightened men  thefe  arguments  which  the 
^W  women  of  Europe  have  long  ceafed  to 
repeat.  Population  does  not  fufFcr  a  greater 
decreafe  in  Pennfylyania  or  the  other  Ame- 
ncan  ftates  where  inoculation  is  permitted^ 
tian  in  Virginia  where  it  is  prohibited :  on 
\oh.  III.  G  the 


82  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

f 

the  contrary,  it  daily  increafes.  This  entire 
ifolation  of  the  place  where  the  fmall-pox 
breaks  out,  fuch  as  the  laws  of  Virginia  pre- 
fcribe,  cannot  be  carried  into  efFeft  with  all 
the  conditions  neceffary  to  render  it  falutary. 
May  not  the  infeftion  be  conveyed  by  the 
phyficiaris,  whom  the  law  does  not  fubjeft 
to  quarantine  ?  And  might  not  the  neccflary 
expences  of  inoculation,  which  are  known 
to  be  fo  moderate,  be  confined  by  the  pro- 
vident attention  of  government  to  a  fura 
which  no  family  fhould  feel  burdenibme  ? 
To  all  thefe  palpable  truths  no  folid  anfwer' 
is  given :  yet  the  advocates  of  inoculation 
are  far  from  hstving  any  hope  of  being  able 
to  efFe<5l  an  alteration  in  the  law. 

I  have  heard  alleged,  as  the  real  motive 
for  the  regulation,  the  fear  entertained  by 
the  planters  of  being  obliged  to  inoculate 
their  negroes,  if  the  praftice  of  inoculation 
fhould  become  fb  general  as  to  render  that 
precaution  neceflary  to  prefcrvc  them  from 
the  danger  of  its  epidemic  ravages.  It  is 
difficult  to  credit  fuch  a  reafon,  when  the 
cxpence  is  fo  trifling,  when  the  procefs  is  fb 
eafy,  and  when  befides  they  are  in  the '  habit 

of 
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of  not  paying  their  phyficians.      The  moft 
probable  caufes  are  heedlefTnefs,  want  of  re- 
flcdioD,  and  ciiftom.      Yet  the  firft  right  of 
man,  that  of  preferving  his  own  life,  is  pro- 
hibited by  this  Gothic  legiflation.     Political 
iyflems  too  often  referable  fyftems  of  reli- 
gion :  each   man,  according  to  his  private 
ioterefty   frames  one  for  himfelf,  which  is 
CQmpofed  of  the  grofTefl  abfurdities  and  the 
mod  glaring  contradidlions ;  and  his  con* 
fcience  becomes  gradually  accuflomed  and 
reconciled  to  it. 

« 

The  civil  laws  of  Virginia  have  ftruck  me 
as  wifely  ordained.  That  which  relates  to 
perfbns  dying  inteftate,  divides  the  property 
equally  among  the  children — affigns  to  the 
mother  one  third  of  the  whole-^and  conducts 
with  great  forefight  and  juftice  the  divifion 
of  the  fortune  of  the  deceafed  in  default 
of  children,  wife,  father,  mother,  brother, 
filler,  &c.  But  the  freedom  of  teftamentary 
dcvife  is  allowed  to  fubfift  in  unbounded  lati- 
tude ;  and  the  manners  of  the  country  almoft 
univcrfally  incline  the  teftators  rather  to  fol- 
low the  ancient  cufloms,  than  to  regard  the 
ii)tentioiis  of  the  more  recent  law  :  the  coi)^ 

G  Sj  fcquence 
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fequencc  of  which  is  that  the  eldeft  fort  i 
herits  almoft  the  whole  property,  and  the 
males  are  provided  with  fortunes  at  the  ex* 
pence  of  the  females.  ;  .;. 

The  llave-law8  are  much  milder  here  than 
in  any  of  the  other  countries  through  which 
I  have  hitherto  travelled,  Juftice,  I  grant, 
is  not  the  fame  for  the  mafter  as  for  tho 
flavc,  for  the  white  ^  man  and  the  black, 
Legiflationis  always  partial  in  this  infiance  } 
but  that  partiality  is  a  cruel  and  almoft  Un<<» 
avoidable  confequence  of  the  admidion  of  ■ 
flavery ;  and  this  truth  ought  alone  to  be 
fufficient  to  occafion  its  abolition  among  dn 
enlightened  people  who  retain  any  idea  of 
morality.  The  Virginians  have  gone  farther 
in  reforming  the  barbarity  of  the  ancient 
laws  refpefting  flavery,  than  any  other  people 
of  the  United -States — perhaps  than  any  other  • 
nation  upon  earth  where  flavery  prevails  i|i 

full  force. 

In  1772  the  legiflature  of  Virginia  peti- 
tioned the  king  of  England  to*  authorize- the 
governor  to  give  his  fanftion  to  a  law  pro-i  \ 
hibiting  all  further  importation  of  negroes 
into  the  province;  and  his  refufal  to -grant 

their 
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their  r^queft  tt  one  of  the  grievances  oil  . 
which  the  iiioft  bitter  complaints  are  made 
againft  his  Britiih  majefty  in  the  preamble 
^o  the  new  conftitution  framed  in  17/6. 
AocordiDgly  an  a6t  forbidding  all  future 
ioiportation  of  negroes  into  the  ftate  was 
one  of  the  firft  laws  pafled  by  thelegifla- 
turc  after  the  adoption  of  the  new  conftitu- 
tion. 

A  negro  who  raifes   his  hand  again  (I   a 
"white  man  is  acquitted  if  it  be  proved  that 
he    has  done  it  in   felf-defence ;   otherwife 
he     receives    thirty   lafhes.      The   flave    is 
judged  by  five  juftices  of  the  peace,  whole 
unanimous  voice  is  requifite  to  pafs  fentence 
of   death.      Slaves  are  called  upon  to  give 
evidence  on  the  trials  of  other  (laves  in  cri- 
minal caufes  ;  but  they  are  cautioned  by  the 
judges,  that,  if  their  teftimony  be  proved  falfe, 
their  ears  will  be  cut  off.     No  man  who 
is  in  the  flighteft  degree  interefted  either  for 
or  againft  a  negro  is  allowed  to  fit  in  judge- 
nieiu  on  or  give  evidence  againft  him.     If 
jufticc  difpofes  of  the  pcrfon  of  a  negro,  the 
owner  is  paid  the  full  value  of  his  flave  ;  a 
regulation  which  renders  the  mafters  lefe  in- 
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clincd  to  rcreen  thmr  flaves  from  the  ieveritj 
of  the  laws. 

The  courts  of  jufticc  in  Virginia  are  in- 
numerable.  The  cofts  of  law  are  not  con- 
fiderable :  and  in  confequence  Htigation  is 
frequent.  Suits  for  the  recovery  of  debts  oc- 
cupy above  one  half  of  the  time  allotted  for 
the  feffions.  The  beft  proved  debt  cannot 
be  recovered  within  a  (horter  period  than 
eighteen  rnonths  :  and  it  often  happens  that 
feveral  years  are  not  fufficient  to  put  the  cre- 
ditor in  pofleffion  of  his  right.  The  natural 
avcrfion  to  the  payment  of  debts  finds  in- 
chicanery  a  thoufand  means  of  gratifying- 
itfelf :  and  on  that  head,  here  as  well  as  in. 
every  other  country,  the  manners  of  the 
people  aid  and  ftrengthen  the  refources  of 
chicanery. 

Difputes  refpefting  the  title  to  lands  arc 
alfb  one  of  the  moft  frequent  caufes  of  Iaw» 
fuits. 

The  criminal  code  is  nearly  the  fame  here 
as  in  the  other  ftates  which  have  not  followed 
the  laudable  example  of  Pennfylvania  :  it  is 
/even  fomewhat  milder.  It  is  with  pain, 
however,  that  one  obfcrvcs  that  the  foreigner 

who 
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who  indents  himfelf  as  a  fervant  is  liable 
to  the  punifliment  of  the  whip  for  various 
o/Fences,  even  thofe  which  only  concern  his 
roafter's  fervice.      The  other  punifhments 
arc,  as  elfewhere,  hanging,  whipping,  burn- 
ing in  the  hand,  &c.  * 

The  ftate  of  Virginia  has  no  public  debt/ 
except  a  hundred  thoufand  dollars  in  which 
{he  was  found  debtor  to  the  Union  on  the 
fettlemcnt  of  the  accounts  of  the  ftates  with 
the  general  government — and  a  claim  of 
between  three  and  four  millions  of  livres, 
made,  on  the  part  of  France,  by  Monfieur  dc 
Beaumarchais,  for  arms  and  military  ftorcs 
of  every  kind,  furniflied  to  her  during  the 
war.  The  people  here  have  the  juftice  to 
allow  the  goodnefs  of  thofe  (iipplies,  and  the 
abiblute  ncceflity  of  them  at  the  time  when 

•  Since  the  writing  of  this  journal,  the  legiflature  of 
Virginia,  on  the  2  2d  of  December  1796,  pafled  a  law, 
that  now  lies  before  me,  by  which  the  punifliment  of 
<leath  is  folely  confined  to  cafes  of  premeditated  murder. 
All  other  crimes,  even  that  of  high  treafon,  are  punifhable 
only  by  confinement  for  a  (horter  or  a  longer  term. 
At  length  the  Pennfylvania  fyftem,  refpeding  the  penal 
code  and  the  management  of  prifons,  is  now  eftabliflied 
in  Virginia. 

G  4  they 
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they  were  fent :  they  even  acknowleclge  the 
greater  part  of  the  debt ;  neverthdefs  they 
<Jo  not  ieem  difpofcd  to  give  any  fornial  deid 
of  acknowledgement ;  the  ftate  beins:  as  little 
inclined  to  the  payment  of  debts  as  thfc  in- 
dividuals who  compofe  it. 

The  ftate  even  pofTeffes  a'  capital  which  is 
eftimated  at  above  fixty  thoufand  dollars. 
But  this  capital,  which  is  daily  encreafing, 
arifes  from  a  fource  that  muft  fooner  or  later 
be  productive  of  difturbance  :  it  is  the  grants 
of  land.  Purfuant  to  an  exifting  law,  the 
ftate  difpofes  of  vacant  lands  at  the  rate  of 
two  cents  per  acre,  or  twenty  dollars  for  a 
thoufand  acres  ;  which  is  the  ufual  proportion 
of  thofe  grants.  To  obtain  fuch  grants,  it 
is  fufficient  to  declare  that  the  lands  for 
which  application  is  made,  and  of  which 
the  boundaries  are  defcribed  in  the  petition, 
haVe  no  owner :  whereupon  the  ftate — that 
is  to  fay,  the  land-office,  which  in  this 
inftance  reprefents  the  ftate — grants  a  war- 
rant, or  an  order  for  a  furvcy.  The  grantee 
has  his  gra^nt  furveyed  by  the  ftate  furveyor : 
it  is  regiftered ;  and  a  very  moderate  annual 
tax  which  he  pajs  for  his  land,  fecures  to 

hinx 
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Km  the*  pdfleffibn  of  it.     But  it  frequently 

happens  that  fucceffive  applications  are  made 

by  fcveral  jierfons  for  the  lame  land*— not 

precifely  fof  the  fame  traft  bounded  by  the 

jfame  limits — ^but  for  a  traft,  which,  having 

different  boundaries,  includes  a  greater  or 

leffer  part  of  that  already  granted  ;  of  which 

the  remainder  is  included  in  another  iimilar 

application.     Thefe  again  fall  under  others 

of  the  fame   kind   in  cndlefs  fucceffion ;  fo 

that    the    fame    identical   acres    are    often 

claimed   by  five  or  fix   grantees,   or   even 

taorc. 

The  ftate  does  not  warrant  to  the  grantee 
that  the  lands  have  not  already  been  granted  % 
it  is  his  bufinefs  to  acquire  fuch  information 
as  fliall  fecure  to  him  the  future  poffefiion  of 
the  property.  But,  in  an  uninhabited  country, 
with  a  fmgle  office,  where  lands  belonging 
to  the  ftate  at  large  (without  any  fiibdivifiohs 
into  townfliips  or  counties)  are  granted,  it  is 
impoflible  to  acquire  the  neceflary  informa- 
lion;  and  men  of  the  moft  upright  inten- 
tions are  often  deceived  on  the  occafion. 

The  fpeculators  find  their  account  in  this 
obi<;urity :  and  in  this  kind  of  fpeculation, 

which 


go  TRAVELS  THROUGU 

which  is  very  prevalent  in  Virginia,  the  In- 
habitants of  Pennfylvania  and  the  other 
northern  ftates  take  a  deep  (hare.  The  ft  ate 
alfo  derives  a  profit  from  thcfc  double  or 
triple  falcs,  by  the  money  thence  accruing. 
But,  befides  that  it  is  the  duty  of  a  govern* 
ment  to  preferve  the  governed  from  im- 
pofition,  and  ftill  more  to  abftain  from  all 
participation  in  the  fraud — it  is  eafy  to  forefee 
that  a  time  will  come  when  the  grantees  of 
thofe  lands,  mortified  at  feeing  themfelves 
thus  duped,  and  incenfed  by  a  refufal  on  the 
part  of  government  to  refund  their  money, 
will  carry  into  that  country  a  new  germ  of 
difcontent,  and  confequently  of  difturbance. 
This  Hate  of  aflfairs  is  generally  known 
at  prefent :  and  accordingly  Virginian  lands 
are  fallen  into  difcredit.  The  quantity  is 
immenfe:  the  courfe  of  annual  migration 
tends  rather  to  diminilh  than  increafe  the 
population  of  Virginia :  thus  the  period 
.when  the  uncultivated  lands,  of  which  there 
.are  very  extenfive  tra6ts,  (hall  come  to  be 
inhabited,  is  much  farther  diftant  there  than 
in  any  other  ftate  of  the  Union,  Meanwhile 
pretty  numerous  demands  are  already  made 

to 
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to  the  court  which  is  appointed  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  fuch  affairs;  but  that  court,  barely 
deciding  in  favour  of  the  oldeft  titles,  pro- 
nounces the  money  to  be  abfolutely  loft 
which  the  iecond  or  third  grantees  have  paid 
to  the  ftate  for  their  lands,  and  to  the  fur- 
vcyors  for  the  expences  of  furvcying.  Thefe 
laft  fums  amount  to  double  the  price  of  the 
purchafe,  that  is  to  fay,  to  four  cents  per  - 
acre. 

From  the  condition  of  the  finances  of  the 
ftate  of  Virginia,  it  follows  that  the  burdens 
impofed  on  the  citizens  are,  as  I  have  already 
remarked,  by  no  means  heavy.  The  duty 
on  the  infpedion  of  tobacco  tends  to  render 
them  flill  lighter.  They  confift  of  five 
ihillings  on  every  hundred  pounds  eflimated 
value  of  lands,  divided  into  four  claffcs  (and 
the  lands  are  always  eftimated  below  their 
real  value) — two  dollars  and  one  twelfth 
on  every  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dol- 
lars eftimated  value  in  city-lots— one  (hil- 
ling and  eight  pence  on  each  flave  below  ♦ 

•  Au-ileffous  in  the  French.  1$  it  not  a  fault  of  print  for 
mu-4tlfus^  above  ? 

the 
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the  age  of  tweivic  jcars,  except  tfaofe  who 
ere  exempted  from  taxation  by  die  corpora<^ 
<ion  of  the  place  oq  account  of  their  inJRr- 
mfties-^«a  fum  on  each  flallion^  whether 
3)orfe  or  afs^  equal  to  the  price  demanded 
for  liis  covering— ^ur  pence  for  eveiy  other 
horfc,  mare,  or  mule — forty  fliillings  for 
every  ordinary  licence — fifty  dollars  for  each 
biiliard^table — fix  (hillings  per  wheel  on 
every  four-wheeled  carriage,  except  phaetons 
and  waggons,  which  pay  but  four — and  ten 
ihillings  per  wheel  on  every  two-wheeled 
carriage.  Such  are  the  taxes  voted  in  the 
laft  feffion  for  the  expences  of  1.7 96.  They 
vary  in  proportion  to  the  greater  or  leflfer 
amount  of  public  expenditure  ordered. 

Independent  of  thcfe  taxes,  there  ai>e 
duties  impofed  on  proceedings  in  the  fu- 
preme  court — on  transfers  of  certificates  of 
the  furveys  of  land — on  certificates  and  con- 
trafts  drawn  by  notaries— -on  certificates 
given  by  the  county  courts  or  thofe  of  the 
towns — and,  finally,  on  Certificates  paffing 
the  great  feal  of  the  ftate.  The  valuation 
of  the  lands  was  made  in  178I  and  1782, 

and 
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and  is  permanent.     Lands  recently  granted 
by  the  ftate  arc  fubjeft  to  the  tax. 

The  fherifFs  in  the  different  counties  are, 
by  virtue  of  their  office,  colledors  of  all  the 
taxes.  They  are  annually  nominated  by 
the  governor  of  the  flate,  from  a  lift  of 
three  juftices  of- the  peace,  drawn  up  by 
the  county-courts.  They  cannot  be  con- 
tinued in  office  above  two  years.  They 
muft  give  fecurity  to  the  amount  of  thirty 
thoufand  dollars.  They  receive  a  commil- 
fion  of  five  per  cent  on  the  fums  by  them 
colleded.  The  commifiioners  (generally  two 
in  each  county)  who  affefs  the  taxes,  receive 
a  dollar  per  day  during  the  time  they  devote 
to  that  bufinefs.  The  duties  on  judicial  pro- 
cefles  are  received  by  the  county  clerks,  and 
by  the  officers  who  iffue  them. — Every  imn 
migrant  artifan  who  arrives  in  the  ftatc 
enjoys  during  five  years  an  exemption  from 
every  other  tax  except  that  on  land,  if  he  fol- 
lows a  trade. — The  taxes  being  light  are 
well  paid  in  Virginia.  The  fcizure  of  mo- 
vable property,  and  even  of  flaves,  enfures 
the  regular  colledion  of  all  the  funds. — ^The 
cxpences    of  the   government   of  Virginia 

annually 
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annually   amount  to  a  hundred  and  fixty 
thoufand  dollars. 

The  counties  imppfe  no  taxes  unlefs  when 
they  have  bridges,  prifons,  or  court-houfes,  to 
build.  In  fuch  cafes  the  lands  at  the  value 
eftimated  for  the  flate-taxes,  and  the  negroes, 
arc  taken  as  data  by  which  to  regulate  the 
temporary  impofitions  which  are  deemed  nc^ 
ccflary. — t  have  already  remarked  that  the 
roads  are  made  and  repaired  by  the  labour 
of  the  inhabitants. 

The  town-taxes  are  in  general  confined  to 
tbofe  for  the  fupport  of  the  poor.  At  Rich- 
mond they  embrace  a  variety  of  objeSs : 
they  are  impofed  on  carriages,  and  the  let-, 
ting  of  houfes  ;  they  comprize  moreover  an 
iinpofition  of  two  fhillings  per  head  oh  ncr- 
groes  at>ove  fixteen  years  of  age,  &c,  but^ 
they  do  not  in  any  particular  wear  the  fea^ 
tures  of  an  arbitrary  capifation-tax,  from 
which  feveral  of  the  other  ftate§  are  not 
exempt. 

The  ftate  of  Virginia,  like  moft  of  the 
other  flates  of  the  Union,  is  unprovided  with 
arms  for  her  militia,  and  cannon  for  her 
artillery.     The  late  aflembly  has  ordered  a 

:  ..  yearly 
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yearly  provifion  to  be  made  of  four  thoufand 
ftand  of  arms  with  military  accoutrements, 
and  ten  pieces  of  cannon.  Each  artillery 
company  is  to  have  one.  The  magazine 
for  their  reception  is  appointed  to  be  at 
Point-of-Fork  on  James^River;  and  the 
arms  are  fabricated  at  New->London  in 
Bedford-County. 

A  wife  law  of  Virginia,  intended  to  aA 
on  the  ele£lors  as  a  ilimulus  to  attend  the 
numerous  eIe6lions  held  in  thisilate,  fubje£ls 
to  a  double  tax  all  thofe  who  abfent  them- 
felves  on  fuch  occafions,  \mlefs  they  can 
plead  ill  health  as  their  apology. 

There  has  not  for  a  confiderable  time  been 
any  eftabliOiment  of  free  fchools  in  Virginia* 
Every  thing  remained  to  be  done  in  that 
refpeft — the  division  of  counties  into  fchool- 
diftri6is — organization  of  their  adminiftra- 
tion— erection  of  fchool-houfes,  &c.  A  law 
of  the -twenty-fecond  of  December  177O, 
has  provided  for  all  thefe  objefts  with  pru- 
dence, forefight,  and  confummate  judgement. 
Some  years  however  muft  yet  elapie  before 
fuch  cftablifhments  can  take  place  in  every 
part  of  the  ftate :  but  the  foundations  are 

already 
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already  Idod :  and  we  may  anticipate  the, 
pciiod  when  the  (yftem  of  gratuitoirs  public 
education  will  flwri.fli  in  Virginia  for  thci 
whites^  as  it  docB  in  MafTac^hufetts  afid 
Connecticut  for  all  the  inhabitants.    :  .      . , 

The  conftitution  of  Virginia,  framed  in 
1776,  eftabliflics  the  fame  divifion  of  powers. 
as  the  conftitutions  of  the  other  ftatpa^  Eaci^ 
of  the  counties,  which  are  eighty-eight  in 
number,  fends  two  members  to  the  houfe  pf 
delegates:  Norfolk,  WiUiamfburg,  and  Rich^^ 
mond,  which  arc  privileged  tovyns,  fend  one 
each.  They  are  elefted  annually.  The 
qualifications  for  eligibility  are,  that  the 
candidate  poflcfs  the  rights  of  acitixcn  of 
Virginia,  and  have  attained  th?  age  of  tvy'ejity- 
One  years. 

The  fenatc  is  compofed  of  tvyenty^four 
members — two.  for  each  diftri^  ;  the-^ftatp. 
being,  for -this  fingle  purpofe,  4ivi4pd  jntoj 
twelve  imaginary. diftriftsi.  The  fcpatofs  are 
clefted  for  four  years ;  and  one  quarter  of: 
their  number  annually  vacate  their  feats*. 
The  age  of  twenty-five  years  is.  required 
for  elcition  into  the  fenate.      The  ele<Slors 

»  ■  ■  - 

mull  pofieis  a  hundred  apr^S  qC  uncultivated 

landj 
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iandj '  or  twenty-five  acres  under  cultivation, 
or  a  houie  or  lot  in  a  town. 

The  governor,  the  executive  council 
(without  whofe  concurrence  he  can  jdo 
nothing),  the  judges  of. the  fuprerae  court, 
the  attorney--generaU  the  treafurcr,  the  direc- 
tor  of  the  lahd-office,  and  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  militia,  are  chofci^  by  ballot 
by  both  houfes. 

The  governor  is  elected  for  one  year,  and 

cannot  continue  in  office  above  three  years 

^^  feven.     The  executive  council  iscom-^ 

pofed  of  eight  members,  two  of  whom  are 

removed  every   three  years  by  a  ballot  of 

both  houfes,  and  are  not  re-eligible  during 

tbc  three  years  next  enfuing.     The  prefident 

^  the  executive  council,   who  is  elefted  by 

*^tcouncil  itielf,  afts  as  governor  of  the  ftatc 

^  cafe  of  the  death,  incapacity,  or  abfence> 

^thc  governor. 

The  judges  continue  in  office  during  good 
J^chaviour. — The  treafurer  is  appointed  only 
^r  ortc  year,  but  is  re-eligible: 

The  juftices  of  the  peace  are  propofed  by 
the  county-courts  to  the  governor,  who  ap- 
points them  without  the  power  of  rcjcdion. 
Vol.  III.  H  The 
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The  fubordinate  officers  of  jufticc  arc  no-» 
minated  by  the  courts  to  which  they  belongt 
and  the  conftables  by  the  juAices  of  the 
peace. 

Thd  governor  cannot  give  his  opinion  on 
the  Jaws :  he  cannot  grant  a  pardon  with* 
out  the  confcnt  of  his  council.  Of  all  the 
ftates  of  tbc  Union,  Virginia  is  that  in  which 
the  governor  poffefles  the  leaft  power,  and 
the  falarics  of  office  are  the  lowell.  The 
public  functionaries  here  receive  very  flend^i^ 
remunerations :  and  accordingly  employ- 
meats  are  habitually  refufed  by  the  very- 
men  who  are  beft  qualified  to  hold  them, 
but  who,  by  accepting  them,  would  lolc  a 
confiderable  portion  of  the  income  which 
they  can  derive  from  their  profeffions,  and 
who  thus  could  lay  up  no  referve  for  the 
eilablifhment  of  their  families^ 

This  conftitution,  framed  during  the  war 
with  the  niother-country,  is  preceded  by  a 
preamble  enumerating  the  grievances  with 
which  Virginia fojuftly  reproached  the  *** *, 
government. 

The  organization  of  the  judicial  iyftem  is 
more  complex  in  Virginia  than  elfewherc« 

Each 
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Eadi  county  has  a  monthly  court :   four  or 
five  counties  conftitutc  a  diftrifl,  where  are 
held  the  circuit-courts,  the  general  courts 
orphans'  court,  chancellor's  court,  &c#  &c. 
The  Virginians  are  unanimous  in  afferting 
that  the  feats  of  judges  are,  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, very  ill  filled :  and  among  the  ex- 
ceptions they  mention  the  poft  of  chancellor^ 
beld  by  Mr.  Whyte,  who  enjoys  the  general 
^ft^ero.    Thofc  who  arc  better  qualified  to 
fiU  the  places  of  judges,  refufe  them  becaufe 
they  are  laborious  and  produdive  of  little 
profit. 

Pcrfcft  freedom  of  religion  is  allowed  by 

the  laws  of  Virginia :   but  few  nations  are 

fcfe  addided  to  religious  praftices  than  the 

Virginians,  At  Richmond  there  is  no  church^ 

Ptaycrs  arc  fomctimes  read  in  the  Capitol, 

in  one  of  the  halls  deilined  for  the  legiflature : 

Stod  then  they  are  read  by  an  epifcopalian 

clergrman,  becaufe  thofe  who  call  them- 

fclvcs  members  of  that  profcffion  are  more 

numerous  than  the  others.     Meetings  of 

anabaptifts,  methodifh,  and  even  quakers^ 

are  more  regularly  held,  but  in  private  houfes, 

at  Aoae  of  thofe  feds  have  any  public  build* 

H  2  ing 
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ing  appropriated  to  the  praftice  of  their  re- 
ligion.  . 

The  colonization  of  Virginia,  or  rather 
its  ilrft  fcttlcment,  dates  from  the  year  1584, 
at  which  period  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  to 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  the  property  of  all  the 
lands  he  could  difcover  beyond  the  feas,  un- 
inhabited by  any  Chriftian  nation.  This 
property  extended  to  the  diftance  of  two  hun- 
dred leagues  from  any  habitations  which  the 
new  coloiiy  might  eftablifh  within  fix  years. 
The  queen  referved  for  herfelf  only  a  fifth 
part  of  the  produce  of  any  gold  or  filvcr 
mines  which  might  be^difcovered.  It  was  in 
the  ifle  of  Roanoke,  which  now  conftitutes  a 
part  of  North-Carolina,  that  the  new  fettlers 
firft  landed :  and  hence  they  afterward  pro- 
ceeded to  Hatoraflc  in  the  bay  of  Chefapeak^ 
This  eftabliftiment,  which  was  not  aided  by 
any  .public  alfiftance  from  England,  already 
coft  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  forty  thoufand 
pounds  fterling.  He  was  therefore  obliged 
to  form  a  partnerfliip  with  Thomas  Smith 
and  other  adventurers,  to  whom,  in  return 
for  confiderablc  fums  of  money  received  from 
them,  hj^  granted  au^uoiimited  freedom  of 

...  trade 
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trade  and  a  (hare  in  the  pro|>rietor(hip.  But 
ill  1  Oo3  Sir  Walter  was  arrcfted  by  order  of 
the  Ehglifli  court;  and  it  has  never  fince 
bccrx  Jcnown  what  became  of  the  fmall  number 
of  colonifts  at  that  time  fettled  in  his  im- 
met^fc  grant. 

P^rom     the   misfortunes     of   Sir    Walter 
K^l^igh  fome  rich  proprietors  and  merchants 
of  London,  who  were  jealous  of  his  pofleflion, 
coixccived   the  idea  that  he   had  no  longer 
^y    claim  to  it :   and  this  opinion  received 
confirmation    from    the    conduft    of   king: 
Jartics,  who,  by  letters  patent,  granted  to  Sir 
Tbomas  Gates,  the   Earl  of  Salilbury,  and 
foncie  others,  for  themfelves  and  their  heirs, 
^^    the  lands  of  Virginia,   to  the  extent  of 
tv^o  hundred  miles  north  and  fouth  of  Point 
Comfort,  together  with  the  adjacent  iflands 
within  a  hundred  miles  of  the  coaft,  &C.  See. 
.  This  company  was  incorporated  under  the 
aanae  of  **  treafurers  and  company  of  adven- 
turers and  planters  of  the  city  of  London 
for  the   firft   colony   in    Virginia."      This 
patent,  iffued  in  lOOQ,  granted  and  allv^-d 
freedom   of  commerce   with   Enc  land,  ex- 
cmptioij  from  all  taxes,  and  the  rig  •  ^  ;«£  -'i" 
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Englifli  fubjedl,  to  every  perfon  bom  in  the 
new  colony.  The  council,  which  was  to  fit 
in  Lxjndon  for  the  direftion  of  the  enterprizc, 
was  chofen  by  the  nomination  of  the  cotn^ 
pany.  Never  was  patent  granted  in  fuch  ex- 
tenfive  latitude. 

The  Indians,  as  in  every  other  inftance, 
affiftcd  the  rifing  colony  :  they  had  ihown 
themfelves  equally  kind  and  hofpitable  to  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh :  but  here  alio,  as  every- 
where clfe,  they  in  the  end  became  objeds 
of  perfecution  ;  and  wars  between  them  and 
the  colonifts  (hook  and  difturbed  the  new 
fettlement. 

In  1621,  a  fort  of  conftitution  had  been 
given  to  the  colony  by  the  company  who 
were  its  proprietors.  This  conftitution  ap- 
pointed an  annual  afiembly  compofed  of  two 
reprefentatives  from  each  town,  plantation^ 
or  hundred — a  privy  council  nominated  by 
the  company — and  a  governor,  alfo  of  their 
nomination,  who  poflcffed  a  negative  on  ihe 
laws  propofed  by  the  afiembly. 

In  1622,  Charles  the  Firft,  diflatisfied  with 
the  conduft  of  the  company,  took  the  go- 
vernment of  the  colony  into  his  own  hands, 

ia 
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ill  violation  of  the  charter  granted  hy  his 
predcceflbr,  which  deprived  him  of  that 
right.  This  change  of  maftcrs,  however, 
did  not  afFcft  either  the  rights  or  tiic  opinions 
of  the  colonics. 

It  was  under  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
Firft  that  Lords  Baltimore  and  Fairfax  ob- 
tained a  difmemberment  of  the  jurifdidtion, 
government,  and  territory,  of  Virginia. 

In  lfi50,  after  the  depofition  of  that  prince, 
the  Englifli  parhament  forbade  the  colonics 
to  carry  on  any  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions: and  this  was  the  firfl  Aep  in  that 
prohibitory  lyftem,  of  which  the  fupport  and 
the  confequences  have  fince  been  attended 
vith  the  lofs  to  England  of  her  colonies  in 
.  North  America. 

The  colony  of  Virginia  for  fome  time  re- 
iiifcdto  acknowledge  the  authority  of  Crom- 
well and  the  republican  parliament :   but  in 
1651  the  colonics  laid  down  their  arms,  and 
received  from  parliament  a  new  charter  con- 
firming them  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  their 
former  rights,  except  the  polfeflion  of  that 
portion  of  their  territory  antecedently  granted 
to  Lords  Baltimore  and  Fairfax.     But,  after 

H  4  the 
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the  refl-oration  of  royalty  in  England^  the 
fuccccding  kings  paid  no  greater  refpcft  to 
this  charter  than  Charles  the  Firft  had  (hown 
to  the  former.  The  alTembly  was  now 
divided  into  two  houfcs :  appeals  were  car- 
ried from  the  tribunals  of  Virginia  to  Lon- 
don :  the  prohibition  of  foreign  trade  was 
again  enforced — the  territory  of  Virginia 
diminifhed — the  inhabitants  of  the  colony 
thrown  into  prifon,  tranfported  to  England, 
&c.  &c. 

Virginia,  thinking  herfelf  more  feverely 
aggrieved  by  England  than  any  other  of  the 
American  colonies,  was  one  of  the  firft  to 
take  a  part  in  the  revolution :  and  no  one  of 
the  ftates  made  more  .vigorous  efforts,  ex- 
pended greater  fums,  or  difplayed  more  fignal 
energy,  to  accomplifh  that  happy  objeft. 

DEPARTURE  FROM  RICHMOND- 
MANCHESTER.— JOURNEY  TO  PE- 
TERSBURG. 

The  bridge  that  unites  Richmond  to  Man- 
chefter  is  one  of  the  worft  and  moft  dangerous 
of  all  poffible  bridges.      In  its  length  it  is 

divided 
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divided  by  two  iflands :  but,  from  one  end 
to  the  other,  it  is  nothing  better  than  an 
irregular  affemblage  of  unjoined  unfaftcned 

gplanks  laid  upon  joifts  which  bend  in  con^ 
fcquence  of  their  length,  and  which  them- 
felvcs  reft  on  piers,  partly  of  wood  partly  of 
floiie,  tlie  tottering  remains  of  a  fbmcwhat 
better  bridge  that  was  deftroyed  a  few  years 
fince  by  an  extraordinary  fwell  of  the  river. 
Thcfe  remnants  of  the  former  piers  arc 
moreover  of  unequal  height,  fo  that  this 
bridge  poflcilcs  every  imaginable  charader* 
iftic  of  infolidity.  It  is  called  a  temporary 
bridge,  becaufe  the  people  talk  of  building 
another:  but  the  fame  thing  has  been  faid  frr 
the  laft  five  or  fix  years,  during  which  period 
the  paflage  has  continued  in  its  preicnt  ft^te. 
There  are  not  even  any  funds  pointed  out 

'  for  that  objedl;  and  it  would  require  conGder- 
able  fums  to  erc6t  the  intended  bridge  in 
^wch  manner  as  to  fecure  it  again  ft  thofe 
annual  frefhes  which  are  very  powerful,  and 
^^hich  acquire  additional  violence  in  pafling 
t^e  falls,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  bridge 
l^ands.  Thofe.  yearly  fwells  of  the  river, 
particularly  at  the  clofe  of  winter,  rife  from 

twenty- 
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twenty-five  to  thirty  feet  in  height. — In  ad- 
dition  to   its  other  defeds^    this  wretched 
bridge  is  unprovided  with  rails  or  parapets : 
and   not   a  year  pafTes  without   witneflinpt 
fome  melancholy  accidents  in  confequence. 

Manchefter  is  a  very  neat  little  village, 
well  built,  and  ilanding  on  a  very  gentle  de- 
clivity. Gardens  and  trees  abound  within 
it,  and  it  prefcnts,  as  I  have  before  obferved, 
a  beautiful  profpeft  from  Richmond.  But 
the  country  over  which  a  traveller  pailes 
on  his  way  from  Manchefter  to  Peterfburg^ 
is  flat,  and  for  the  moft  part  barren :  very 
little  culture  appears ;  but  an  almoft  uninter- 
rupted fucceffion  of  woods,  broken  however 
by  here  and  there  fbme  fields  which  yield 
four  or  five  buftiels  of  wheat  per  acre,  or 
from  eight  to  ten  of  Indian  corn.  Thefe 
fields  are  never  manured ;  hardly  even  are 
they  ploughed;  and  it  feldom  happens  that 
their  owners  for  two  fucceffive  years  exa6t 
from  them  thefe  fcanty  crops. 

Ofborne'g,  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  miles 
from  Richmond,  is  the  only  village  on  the 
road.  It  is  fituate  on  the  bank  of  a  river 
which  winds  in  numerous  mseanders.   From 

Oft)orne's 
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Ofbornc's  to  Pctcrlburg,  the  face  of  the 
country  continues  the  fame  :  it  prefents  in- 
deed a  Ibmcwhat  greater  number  of  log- 
houfes,  but  every  where  exhibits  the  features 
of  lazinefs,  of  ignorance^  and  confequently 
of  poverty.  Although  a  great  part  of  thefe 
lands  be  naturally  bad,  neverthelefs,  with 
greater  induftry  and  more  judicious  manage- 
ment, they  might  be  cultivated  to  ad- 
vantage ;  for  they  produce  trees  of  tolerable 
height  and  good  quality. 

PETERSBURG. 

Pcterlburg  is  built  on  the  Appomattox. 
At  the  town  and  ten  miles  below  it,  this 
river  is  but  four  or  five  feet  deep.  The 
veflels  therefore  which  can  come  up  to 
Peter{burg  are  ftill  inferior  in  point  of  ton- 
nage to  thofe  which  can  go  up  to  Richmond. 
Broad*bay,  eight  miles  below  Peterfburg,  is 
the  place  where  the  vefiels  are  loaded. 

The  trade  of  Peterlburg  is  fimilar  to  that 
of  Richmond  :  but,  as  this  town  lies  nearer 
CO  North-Carolina,  it  receives  a  greater 
quantttj,  than  the  other,  of  the  produce  of 

that 
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that  ftate,  fuch  as  wheat,  tobacco,  fait  pro- 
vifions,  and  Ibme  hemp.  Its  exportations 
arc  for  the  fame :  reafon  more  confiderable 
than  thofe  of  Richmond,  although,  gene- 
rally fpeaking,  the  produce  it  receives  is  in- 
ferior in  quality.  Tobacco,  for  inftance, 
which  fells  at  Richmond  for  fix  or  feven 
dollars  the  hundred  weight,  .does  not  fetch 
quite  five  at  Petcrlburg.  The  caufc  of  this 
difference  is  the  Superiority  of  the  foil,  and 
it  is  faid  alfo  of  the  cultivation,  in  the  lands 
on  the  banks  of  James-River  and  to  the  right 
of  it,  where  grows  the  tobacco  that  is  almoft 
cxclufively  carried  to  Richmond.  The  price 
of  tobacco  has  experienced  a  rife  of  two  fifths 
within  the  laft  two  or  three  years,  becaufe 
the  increafed  price  of  wheat  has  induced  the 
planters  to  appropriate  to  the  culture  of  that 
grain  confiderable  trafts  of  land  whiph  were 
before  devoted  to  the  raifing  of  tobacco,  and 
the  two  laft  crops  of  this  plant  have  more- 
over been  very  indiflferent. 

Flour- mills  are  more  numerous  at  Pe- 
te ;^uig  and  in  its  vicinity  than  at  Rich* 
ri..^.id  :  but,  if  we  may  judge  of  the  flour 
tiiat  is  exported,  by  that  of  which  they  make 

the 
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the  bread  that  is  eaten  in  the  beft  houfes 
and  even  at  the  tables  of  the  mill-oWner? 
it  muft  be  very  far  inferior  to  that  of  Phila- 
delphia. It  is  not  white;  and  the  millers 
fay  that  good  wheat  is  difficult  to  be  pro* 
cured.  The  grain  which  I  have  fcen  of  the 
prefcnt  crop — for  the  harveft  is  every-whera 
nearly  finiflied— is  fmall  and  light.  Ncver- 
thelefs  the  flour  fells  at  .thirteen  and  evei> 
fourteen  dollars;  and  the  millers  of  Pe- 
terfturg,  cxpefling  a  further  encreafe  in  the 
price,  paid,  two  months  fince,  fo  high  as  two 
dollars  and  half  per  buflicl  for  wheat,  evea 
for  very  confiderablc  quantities.  The  in- 
telligence from  Europe,  however,  threatens 
them  with  a  prodigious  difcount  on  the  ex- 
pelled profits  of  their  fpeculation ;  fmcc 
there  has  lately  arrived  at  Bofton  a  veffel 
which  had  failed  from  Norfolk  in  February, 
and  which  has  brought  back  to  America  her 
cargo  of  three  thoufand  barrels  of  flour,  for; 
which  flie  could  not  obtain  above  eight  dol- 
lars per  barrel  either  in  France  or  England. 
That  article  has  recently  been  fold  for  fcven 
and  half  at  Alexandria  and  Norfolk. 

At  P^terlburg,  as  well  as  at  Richmond,  the 

mills 
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mills  arc  upon  a  good  conftruftlon.  Five 
buihels  of  wheat  yield  a  barrel  of  firft  flour  : 
fix  arc  required  to  produce  a  barrel  of  fupcr- 
fine  flour,  exclufive  of  the  fecond  flour,  the 
pollard,  and  bran.  The  miller*s  claim  is  one 
eighth ;  fbnr^etimes,  when  bufmefs  is  dull 
with  him,  he  contents  himfelf  with  a  tenth. 
By  the  way,  it  appears  that  the  dexterity  of 
the  Virginian  millers  in  making  the  moft  of 
their  grift  is  in  no  wife  inferior  to  that  of  the 
millers  in  Europe. 

Peterfburg  is  a  tolerably  neat  little  town, 
bujlt  along  the  rivcr-fide,  only  two  ftreets 
deep,  and  a  mile  and  half  in  extent,  on 
a  hill  of  pretty  rapid  elevation.  Blandford, 
which  is  now  united  with  Petcrfburg  into 
one  corporation,  is  the  part  which  is  more 
remarkable  for  elegant  and  well-built  houfes. 

Society  at  Peterfburg  appears  polite,  oblig- 
ing, and  hofpitable.  Political  opinion,  divided 
here  a^  every*  where  elfe,  is  by  a  great  ma- 
jority in  favour  of  oppofition.  This  differ- 
ence of  fentinients  however  is  lefs  produdive 
here,  than  at  Richmond,  of  difunion  between 
the  individuals  qf  oppofite  parties.  Colonel 
Peachy,  Doftor  Stone,  Mr.  Euftis,  brother  to 

my 
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my  friend  PckEltor  Euftis  of  Bofton,  Major 
Gibbon,  Mr.  Campbell,  are  the  perfons  in 
wfaofc  company  I  have  ofteneft  been  daring 
my  fliort  ftay  in  this  town.  The  laft-men- 
tioned  gentleman  has  lately  married  Made* 
moifelle  de  la  Porte,  a  French  lady,  niece  to 
Monfieur  dc  Tubeuf,  who,  after  having  fet- 
tled about  three  years  fince  in  the  back 
country  of  Virginia,  was  there  murdered  by 
two  Iriihmen,  who  fuppofed  him  to  be  po(^ 
{cffed  of  a  great  deal  of  money. 

The  prices  of  the  neceffaries  of  life  are 
nearly  the  fame  here  as  at  Richmond  :  and 
Petersburg  is  equally  deftitute  of  churches. 

FRESQU'ILE,  Mr-  DA  VIES  RANDOLPH'S 

PLANTATION. 

At  Petersburg  I  had  met  Mr.  Davies 
Randolph,  for  whom  I  had  a  letter ;  and, 
ill  confequence  of  his  invitation^  I  went  to 
bis  houfe  and  there  (pent  a  day.  He  lives 
at  City-Point  or  Bermuda-Hundred,  the 
place  where  the  river  Appomattox  difchargcs 
its   /Iream    into   James-River.      Here   the, 

water  is  fufiiciaitly  deep  to  admit  ihips  of 

anv 
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any  tonnage  :  and  this  in  the  place  where 
the  larger  vcflels  diicharge  their  cargoes 
into  lighters,  and  thus  forward  to  Richmond 
and  Peterlburg  the  merchandize  which  they 
have  brought.  City-'Point  is  the  fpot  where 
the  cuftom-houfe  is  eftabliflied  for  thofe  two 
places.  If  the  towns  of  Richmond  and  Pc- 
tcrfburg.  had  been  crafted  at  City-Point* 
their  commerce  would  have  been  .more 
confiderable,  their  intcrcourfe  with  Europe 
more  dired:,  and  Norfolk  would  not,  as  now. 
is  the  cafe,  have  cngraflTcd  almoft.  the  entire 
trade  :of  that  part  of  Virginia.  But  City- 
Point  lies  low,  and.is.furrounded  by  fwamps.. 
The  air  in  the  vicinity  is  not  falubrious;  and, 
in  all  probability,  the  detriment  Which  the 
inhabitants  muft  have  fufferea  m  point  of 
health  would  have  been  fufficicnt  to  counter- 
balance the  advantage  of  fuperior  opulence. 
.  At  a.  baff-mile  from  the  cuftom-houfe 
ftands  the  habitation  of  Mr.  Davics  Ran- 
dolph,-in  one  of  thofe  long  windings  which 
Jarpes-River  forms  in  this  part:  from  which 
circumft:ance  it  is  that  this  plantation  bears 
the  name-of  Prefqu'ile  (or  Peninfula). 
Mr«iDavies  Randolph  is  fully  entitled  to 

the 
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Ihc  reputation  which  he  enjoys  of  being  the 
bcft  fkrmer  in  the  whole  country.  He 
poflefles  {even  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
land,  of  which  three  hundred  and  fifty  are 
at  prefent  fufceptible  of  cultivation  ;  the  reft 
are  all  fwampy  grounds,  which  may  pro- 
bably be  drained  at  a  cdnfiderable  expence, 
but  which  have  not  yet  undergone  that  pro- 
cefs.  Eight  negroes  (of  whom  two  are  little 
better  than  children)^  two  horfes,  and  four 
oxen,  cultivate  thofe  three  hundred  and  fifty 
acres,  which  he  has  divided  into  fields  of  forty 
acred  inclofed.  Of  thofe  three  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  ouly  forty,  which  are  fubdivided 
into  fix  portions^  are  alternately  dunged;  the 
xemainder  never  has  been  fb« 

The  common  rotation  of  culture  in  the 
country  is,  Indian  corn,  wheat,  fallow,  and 
thus  again  in  regular  fuccefiion.  The  lands 
produce  from  five  to  eight  buihels  of  wheat 
per  acre^  and  from  twelve  to  fifteen  of  Indian 
com,  according  to  their  quality.  Mr.  Ran^ 
dolph  has  deviated  from  this  fyftem  of  culture 
on  his  eftate :  that  which  he  purfues  is  as 
fbllows'-^lndian  cprn,  oats,  wheat,  rye,  fal- 
low ;    and  ho  raiics  from   ten  tq  twelve 

Vol- III-  I  bufliels 
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buflicls  of  wheat  per  acre,  and  from  eighteen 
to  twenty-five  of  Indian  corn..      The  rife  in 
the  price  of  wheat  has  induced  him  to  vary 
the  rotation  of  his  crops,  and  to  fubftitute 
that  of  wheat,  oats  or  rye,  wheat,  two  years* 
fallow.      By  purfuing  this  method,   he  reaps 
from  thirteen   to  fixteen  bu(hels  of  wheat« 
lie  feparately  cultivates  the  Indian  corn  in 
one  or  two  fields  according  to  his  former 
rotation •     He  has  proved  by  experience  that 
manuring   with   dung  triples   the   produce. 
His  lands  are  good ;   and,   compared   with 
the   reft  of  the  country,   they  arc  kept  in.- 
very  excellent  feoridition,  though  very  in-: 
differently  in    compiwiibiv  with,  the    moft 
ordinary  hufbandry  of  Europe.     He  Iseepsno 
cows  except  for  the  purpofes  of  th^  d^ify* 
and  to  furnifli  hilm  with  calves  for  his  owa, 
confumption.     His  CQwsi.are  very  fiiie^.auci 
of  his  own  rearing, .  His  labouring  oxen  -are 
of  a  fmall  breed;  and  it  is  thought  in  tbA- 
coiintry  that  tfctof?;  of .  larger  iizc  could  npt. 
ftand  the  heat.  -^He.  purchafes.thofe  labo^«. 
iiig  joxx^i  g^t  thirty  dpllars- the  pair.    Mn^. 
Rjjnidolph  feeds  ihirty.fheep,  but  mwely  foe 
tbe.'iiipplyofhb  own  table-.  :   r;!  1 

He 
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He  declares  that  each  of  his  negroes  lail: 
year  produced  to  him,  after  all  expence^ 
paid^  a  net  fum  of  three  hundred  dollars, 
although  he  fold  his  wheat  for  no  more  than 
a  dollar  the  bufhel.  He  expefled  that  they 
would  this  year  have  cleared  him  four  hun- 
dred dollars  each  :  but  the  fall  in  the  prices 
of  produce  will  difappoint  his  hopes. 

The  fituation  of  his  houfe  gives  him  alfo 
the  means  of  annuallv  fellinsr  eijjht  or  nine 
hundred  dollars'  worth  of  fifli— fturgecn, 
Ihad,  and  herrings,  which  he  falts. 

His   fvvampy   grounds   fupply    him    with 
abundance  of  timber  for  fuel  and  fences  :  but 
they    produce   a  ftill   greater  abundance   of 
noxious  exhalations  which  prove  a  fource 
of  frequent  and   dangerous  difeafes,      Mr4 
Randolph  is  himfelf  very   (ickly ;   and   his 
young  and  amiable  wife  has  not  enjoyed  one 
month  of  good  health  fince  (he  firft  came  to 
live    on  this  plantation.     Accordingly  Mr- 
Randolph  intends  to  quit  it,  and  remove  to 
Richmond^  where  moreover  he  has  frequent 
buiinefs  in  confequence  of  his  office,  which 
is  that  of  marflial  to  the  ftate.     He  wiflics  to 
icll  this  plantation,  which,  in  the  worft  years, 

I  3  has 
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has  brought  him  in  eighteen  hundred  dollars, 
and  which,  for  the  laft  two  years,  has 
yielded  him  three  thoufand  five  hundred.  It 
is  in  very  good  condition  :  but  he  cannot 
find  a  purchafer  for  it  at  the  fum  of  twenty 
thouland  dollars,  which  he  demands.  This 
faiSl:  furnifhes  a  proper  idea  of  the  low  price 
of  land  in  Virginia.  I  have  been  aflured, 
that,  although  fome  of  the  lands  have 
doubled  their  value  during  the  laft  twenty 
years,  a  much  greater  portion  have  fallen  in 
their  price. 

BERMUDA-HUNDRED— EXPORTA- 
TIONS  FROM  RICHMOND  AND 
PETERSBURG. 

During  my  ftay  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Davies 
Randolph  I  had  an  opportunity  of  learning, 
with  fbme  degree  of  minutenefs,  the  amount  * 
and  value  of  the  exports  from  Bermuda* 
Hundred  or  City-Point,  the  emporium  and 
cuftom-hou{e  of  the  two  towns  of  Richmond 
and  Peterfburg.  I  received  the  details  o£ 
particulars  from  Mr.  Helt,  the  collector  of 
the  cuftoms  at  that  place. 

'  Statement 
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REMARKS 
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REMARKS    ON    THE     FOREGOIN< 

TABLE. 

In  the  cokimu  of  flour^  .the  feconds  t 
even  the  pollards  are  included  with  that 
the  firft  quality. 

From  the  different  ftatements  included 
the  above  table,  it  refults, 

1^.  That,  during  the  laA  five  years  j 
half,  the  fcveral  articles  have  individuj 
rifen  more  or  Icfs  in  price,  but  all  in  gene 
very  confiderably, 

2®..  That  the  exporta-tion  of  tobacco 
vindergone  a  diminutioivdf  one  half^  in  pc 
of  quantity ;  but  that  the  article  has  doub 
in  value, 

3^;"That  the  quantity  of  flour  b^s 
ceflivcly  diminifhed,  at  Icaft  fo  far  as  rcga 
the  dired:  exportation:. for  it  is  certain  t 
the  greateft  quantity  is  exported  by  the  \ 
of  Baltimore.  ^ 

4°,  That  the  exportation  of  wheat 
dwindled  to  nothing ;  a  circumftancewhi 
exclufive  of  the   fame  common  caufe  t 
has  contributed  to.  dihjinifli  the  exportai 

J»    •  '    •  ' :  r 
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of  flour,  has  moreover  for  its  particular-rca* 
fbn  ihe  number  of  mills  Avhich  are  daily 
crafted  iii  Virginia. :       .: 


I        •    ■■  r 
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ItETURN  TO  RICHMOx\D—  FURTHER 
"OBSERVATIONS  ON  THAT  TOWN. 

Mohfieur  Guillemard  had  accompanied  me 
tt>  Prcfqu'ile  ;  and  we  returned  together  by 
the  fame  road  which  we  had  travelled  on 
the  preceding  day. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  commiflioncr  of  the  loan- 
office  of  the  United  States — Monfieur  Che- 
valier,* bis  brother-in-law,  of  whom  I  have 
already  made  mention — Do6lor  Maclue,  a 
native  of  Scotland,  a  phyfician  of  high  re- 
pute, and  a  well-informed  man — Governor 
Brooke — Mr.  John  Marfliall — Mr.  Campbell 
— Doftor  Foulchie,  with  whom  the  affairs 
of  one  of  my  friends  brought  me  acquainted 
•— Mcffrs.  Brown  and  Burton,  Englifti  mer- 
chants— are  the  perfons  with  whom  I  was 
moft  frequently  in  company  at  Richmond. 
The  political  opinions  of  thofe  feveral  gen- 
tlemen are  extremely  different :  but  in  the 
fbcial  circle  there   prevails  among  them   a 

1  4  degree 
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degree  of  politenefs  which  would  prevent 
flranger  from  perceiving  that  difiereace 
he  were  not  prcvioufly  apprized  of  it. 

There  are  no  dbubt  at  Ricbmondt  aa  i 
every  other  part  of  Virginia,  a  ccrtai 
number  of  individuals,  who,  diifatisfied  wil 
the  commercial  treaty,  carry  their  refentmei 
of  it  to  an  exceffive  length,  and  would  wil 
for  fuch  a  change  in  the  conftitution  of  t\ 
United  States  as  ihould  render  it  morddem< 
cratic :  but  I  have  UQver  heard  even  the  mo 
violent  of  that  clafs  exprefs  a  wifli  for  f( 
paration  or  difunion  :  and  indeed  it  mn 
be  confefled,  that,  under  the  prcfent  im 
diocrity  lof  wealth  in  the  ftate  of  Virgini 
the  paucity  of  her  population  in  proportic 
to  her  extent,  and  her  backwardnefs  i 
point  of  agricultural  improvement,  the  ii 
habitants  could  not  reafbnably  entertain 
define  of  fuch  an  event. 

Mr.  J,  Marfhall,  confpicuoufly  eminent ; 
a  profeflbr  of  the  law,  is  beyond  all  doul 
one  of  thofe  who  rank  higheft  in  the  publi 
opinion  at  Richmond.  He  is  what  is  terme 
a  federalift,  and  perhaps  at  times  fomewhs 
warm  in  iupport  of  his  opinions,  but  neve 

exceedin 
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exceeding  the  bounds  of  propriety,  which  a 
man  of  hisgoodnefs  and  prudence  and  know* 
ledge  is  incapable  of  tranfgrefling.  He  ma/ 
be  confidered  as  a  diftinguifhed  charadter  in 
the  United  States.     His  political  enemies  zU 

m 

low  him  to  poffels  great  talents,  but  accu(e 
him  of  ambition.  I  know  not  whether  the 
charge  be  well  or  ill  grounded,  or  whether 
that  ambition  might  ever  be  able  to  impel 
him  to  a  dercliSion  of  his  principles — z 
condud  of  which  I  am  inclined  to  dilbelieve 
the  poflibilitj  on  his  part.  -He  has  already 
refufed  feveral  employments  under  the  ge- 
neral government,   preferring   the   income 

derived  from  his  profcflional  labours  (which 

•  

^s  more  than  fufficient  for  his  moderate  (yftem 

^f  economy),  together  with  a  life  of  tran- 

^tiil  ea(e  in  the  midft  of  his  family  and  in 

"is  native  town:     Even  by  his  friends  he  is 

*^Xcd  with  (bme  little  propenfity  to  indo- 

l^nce:  but  even  if  this  reproach  were  well 

*^Unded,  he  neverthclefs  difplays  great  fupe* 

^^Ority  in  his  profeflion  when  he  applies  his 

mind  to  bufiuefs. 
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DEPARTURE  F*pM  RICHMOND  FOR 
THE   MOUNTAINS,  j  DOVER . .  COAL- 

MINE.  ;.  ,  .. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  Mr.  Guiilemard  andi 
myielf  fet  out  for  the  mountains.;  Moaticellp^ 
the  habitation  of  Mr.  JefF^rfon,  was  the  ob^ 
jeft  of  thisf  part  of  our  journey.  .  Mci&si 
Graham  and  Havan^^  merchants  of  Rich^ 
mond,  and  owners  of  a  coal-mine,  were  £o 
kind  as  to  condu6t  us  thither.  This  midtf 
is  fcarcely  wrought.  Several  pits  have 
been  funk»  and  relinqui(hed  again^  in  hope^ 
of  difcovering  coals  of  a  fuperior  quality,  and 
in  greater  abundance,  in  other  places.  It  ap* 
pears  to  be  very  rich,  and  to  form  a  part  of 
the  fame  bed  which  is  found  in  the  environs, 
and  has  been  worked  for  many  years  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  river.  But  thcfe  gentlenaen> 
who  are  neither  chcmifts  nor  mechanicians, 
aro  content  to  grope  their  way  without  ap« 
plying  for  advice  to  more  enlightened  men ; 
for  there  is  not  one  perfon  throughout 
America  verfed  in  the  art  of  working 
mines  *. 

*  The  Duke  mull  apply  this  obfcrvation  to  the  natives  ; 
for  many  Europeans,  fkilled  in  the  working  of  mines,  have 
certainly  emigrated  to  America.  •      Tranjlator. 

cnce. 


This  .is  oiic  qf  thre^  jjbjeds,;  in  regari  tq 
which  literary  focictics  migUt  rendqr;  them-, 
felves  ey tremely  ufef ul  iq  the  United  States. 
Jhty  migbti  eafily;  infert:  in  the  public  papers 
extraftjg    of-;  the,.l)€fV    Mforks,    .writte/i    in 
Englifh,    Fr/snch,    aii^   German,    on    thi^ 
fcieacc,   which  has.  been  brought  tQ.fuch 
pcJrfijftion  in  Europe*      Nor  would  it  be  aii 
arduous  taik.  to  hold  on  this  bc3d9, .  las  on  all 
fubjeftsof  univerfal;Utilft3j,,a  correfppndencc 
with  men  of  letters  in  Europe,    j'^'he  pub- 
lication of''  this   corrcfpondeiice,  .would  in- 
troduce .  into  America .  a  knowledge  of  the 
progrefs  and  difcoveries.made  in  the  fcience 
of  mines,    and   all   the   unpleafant  trouble 
and  ruinous  expence  of  fruitlefs  experiments 
would  be  prevented,    .   . 

Meflrs.  Graham  and  Havans  employ  about 
live  hundred  negroes  in  this  mine,  and  the 
bufincfs  of  the .  farm,  in  the  province  of 
which  it  is  fituated.  In  the  loweft  ground 
the  vein  runs  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
below  the  furface,  and  is,  in  general,  twenty- 
four  feet  thick.  The  ground  from  the  fur- 
face  down  to  the  vein  confifts  of  a  good  red 
and  yellow   clay,   interfperfeA  with   ftone, 

cafily 
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caiily  reducibk  to  duft.  The  vein  is  en* 
veloped  in  a  fmall  layer  of  imperfeA  flate, 
and  refts  on  a  bed  of  granite;  a  cirdunw 
ftance,  which,  in  the  of^oion  of  my  friend^ 
Mr.  Guillemardy  muft  puzzle  all  the  na* 
turalifts  of  Europe.  The  coals  of  this  mine^ 
and  indeed  of  all  thofe  which  have  hitherto 
been  opened  in  this  country,  are  very  fmall, 
and  the  moft  iblid  pieces  which  can  be  ob- 
tained crumble  into  duft  at  the  flighteft 
ifiocky  fb  that  they  are  more  adapted  to  be 
ufed  in  the  forges  of  fmiths,  than  to  be 
burned  in  grates.  Some  veins,  it  is  fuppofed, 
contain  more  iblid  coals ;  if  this  fhould  be 
the  cafe,  the  mine  would  prove  far  more 
profitable  for  the  owners :  but  this  fuppofition 
remains  as  yet  a  matter  of  mere  conje3ure# 

This  farm,  comoofed  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land,  which  is  for  the  moft  part 
of  the  very  beft  quality,  and  containing  a 
mine,  the  exiftencc  of  which  was  not  un- 
known to  the  vender,  brought  three  years 
ago  no  more  than  five  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars,  which 
makes  about  eighteen  dollars  per  acre.  Th^ 
farm  is  mana^d  in  Uie  common  ftyle  of  the 

country^ 


IS^ORTH  AMERICA^  CANADA,  &C,  125 


tcmktry^  that  i$,  very  badly  ;  but  as  it  chiefly 
confifts  of  low  grounds,  the  crops  are   in 
general  better  than  on  other  eflates,  where 
the  culture  of  the  foil  is  equally  negleded. 

The  road  from  Richmond  to  Dover  (this 

is  the  name  of  the  place  where  the  mine  is 

/bund)  lies  through  woods  of  a  middling 

quality ;  the  foil  is  poor,  and  partly  cultivated^ 

though  in  a  very  indifferent  manner.     The 

houfes  are  fmall,  bad,  and  not  numerous. 

They  are  inhabited  by  white  people,  who  do 

not  feem  to  be  in  eafy  circumflances. 

On  paifing  the  creek  of  Fucjcehoe,  you 
quit  the  county  of  Henrico,  in  which  Rich- 
mond is  fituated,  and  enter  that  of  Gooch- 
land. 

GOOCHLAND  COURT-HOUSE. 

The  country  between  Dover  and  Gooch- 
land  court-houfe,  where  we  flopped  at  nighti 
is  more  variegated  than  before;  you  find 
there  more  heights,  and  fbme  fine  profpedts^ 
efpecially  on  Mount  Pleafant,  which  com* 
maods  a  wi4e  extenfive  vale,  entirely  cleared, 
and  full  of  houfcsj  and  clumps  of  trees, 

which 
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which  have  been  left  fliiiding  near  thd^fiabi* 
tations,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  fields; 

This  day  was  a  cour1?-day  at  <3oocti1and^ 
The  juftices  of  the  peace  of  the  County  hiccf 
here  every  month  for  the'  adrtihiiithitioh'  of 
juftice. ;  The  feffion  afTemblcs' here;  bclTde^ 
the  neighbouring  judges,  kwyers,  ^rid  parties ' 
whofe   caufes  are  to   be-' tried,  numbers  of 
idle  people  who  come  left  from  a-'delire  to* 
learn  what  is  going  forwards  than  td  drink 
toojethd'r.'  '  .      •  .         • 

o  .... 

It  was  n^ear  nine  o^clock  at  night  when  I- 
arrived',  before"  Mr.  Guillemard.  The  com- 
pany  was  aboiit  to  bre^k  tip ;  the  accbuhts 
were  fettled  ;  every  one  had  already  mdunted 
his  horfe,  and  nothing  prevented  their  fepa* 
ration  but  the  irrerolution  and  prattle  com- 
mon  to  drunkeii  peoffle,  andthe  ufual  at- 
tachment between  them  when  they  meet  to 
get  intoxicated  together."  By  my  nKa'nner'of 
talking  Eriglifli  to  the  landlord,  the  company 
e^fily  difcerned 'that^  t  was  a  Fi^enchnian, 
Immediately  they  juniped  all  off  their  horfes^ 
pulled  me  down  from  mine,  claftied'me  iii 
their  arn>^,  and  exclaimed— **  You  'arli'  i 
FrehehnTan^WelT,  ybii  ire'oU^  frferid,our 

dear 
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dear  friend  ;  we  would  all  of  us  die  for  every 
Frenchman ;  we   are  good  republicans,  we 
would  kill  all  the  EngliOi ;  that  would  be  an 
excellent   thing,    would   not   it  ?    Oh,   our 
friend,  our  dear  friend  !'!-^fhHeisa  French-- 
man,'*  they  faid  to  each  other^  •'  the  brave, 
dear  gentleman  is  a  Frenchman  !  ButzsjoMt 
are  a  Frenchman,  you  muft  drink  fomc  grog, 
with  us/' — They-  embraced*  nac,  pulled  me? 
about  in  every:  direffcion,  and  (hook,  rtc  by* 
the  hand. — "  Do  pray  tell  us'  what  we  caa 
do  for  you;  you  are  bur  brother."     I  was 
overwhelmed  .by  their  number  and  carcfles 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  I  was  hardly  able  to. 
bring  my  foot  to  the   ground.      Although.: 
their  drunken. profeffions  were  rather  of  too 
featimental  a  complexions  yet  I  could  not  be: 
difpleafed  with  their  pur{lofe  and  ijitention  ;• 
on  the  contrary,  .m  this  refpe^.thcy  gave  me 
great  fatisfa^on.. .  I::au£^9PcrM*ihqrn  as  well 
as   circumftances    would   adroit  :     but.   my. 
anfwer,  as  may  be   eafily   coixceived,   was 
drowned  iathe  rioife  of  tKci^^joyful,profef- 
fions.   During  this  time  arrived  a  large  bowl 
of  grog,   and  we  drank  one  after  another,, 
toaftbg  fcbc  French,  France^  America,  Vir- 
ginia, 
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gtnia,  and  M.  de  la  Fayette^  whofe  name 
they  mentioned  with  enthuiiafm.     In  fpite 
of  my  little  diipofition  for  drinking,  I  was 
obliged  two  or  three  times  to  drink  in  my 
turn  ;  for  it  was  abiblutely  necefiary  to  empty 
the  bowL     It  was  with  great  difficulty   I 
prevented  the  arrival  of  a  fecond ;  and  the 
inn«>keeper  having  told  them  that  the  French- 
man  (fpeaking  of  me)  had  made   a  long 
journey,  and  confequently  wanted  rcpofe,  !• 
was   at    length    able   to   difengage   myfelf 
from  the  officious  hands  of  thefe  good  people, 
who  would  all  take  me  home,  ten,   fifteen^ 
or  twenty  miles  diftaut  from  the  place  of 
our  meeting. 

Another  circumftance  which  favoured  our 
feparation,  was  the  tragic  return  of  one  of 
the  guefts,  who  had  left  the  company  before  • 
my  arrival  to  fight  another  drunkard.  This 
poor  young  man,  who  arrived  in  his  battle* 
array,  that  is,  quite  naked,  was  covered  with 
blood  from  a  blow  which  tore  away  a  part 
of  his  ear,  and  from  another  ou  his  eye, 
which  feemed  ftarting  out  of  his  head.  The 
tender  affedtions  of  my  friends  were  now 
turned  towards  their  wounded  companion, 

and 
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and  I  rejoined  Mr.  Guillemard,  who  had  ar- 
rived during  the  feftive  reception  which  I 
experienced ;   but  hearing  that  the  Englifli 
were  rather  fevcrely  treated,  did  not  think 
it  convenient  to  join  us. 

In  Virginia,  where  the  villages  are  Icfs 
numerous  than  in  other  parts,  and  inns  very 
icarce,  there  is  generally  one  adjoining  the 
Court-Houfe,  without  which  the  jufliccs, 
lawyers,  and  parties,  would  have  no  means 
to  procure  either  a  bed  or  food.  We  were 
very  well  lodged  in  the  houfc  deftincd  tor 
^€  judges,  where  we  fliared  the  parlour 
With  three  c<Tunfellors,  very  civil  and  fober 
Dicn,  and  good  companions.  Their  Tenti- 
Oients  in  favour  of  France  and  her  fuc- 
ccflcs,  clothed  in  language  more  fenfible 
^nan  that  of  my  firfl  acquaintances  in  the 
place,  bore  a  ftrong  appearance  of  fincerity 
and  candour.  Thcv  told  us,  that,  bv  what 
Acy  had  learned,  France  had  demanded  of 
America  twenty  thoufand  troops  to  affid  her 
1^  the  prefervation  of  her  colonies  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  they  entertained  no  doubt 
^^t  that  America,  mindful  of  her  obligations 
^^  France,  would  readily  comply  with  the 
Vol.  III. ,  K  demand. 
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demand.  It  is  evident  that  thefe  good  gefA- 
tlemen  were  by  no  means  poffefled  of"  cor 
re6l  information  relative  to  the  difpofition  ci 
their  government,  and  over-rated  the  ex* 
tent  of  national  gratitude.  However  this 
may  be,  you  hear  in  Virginia  the  iami 
language  expreflive  of  attachment  to  France 
of  hatred  and  efpecially  of  diftruft  in  regar^ 
to  England,  an  of  afjeftion  for  M.  dc  L 
Fayette,  which  you  meet  with  in  evcl^ 
other  part  of  the  United  States  that  is  nc 
lituated  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  grc^ 
towns,  and  places  abforbed  in  merciantil 
{peculations.  In  general,  the  inhabitants  cc 
the  country,  and  thofe  of  large  towns— 
thofe  who  live  at  a  confiderable  diftapci 
from  the  fea-coaft,  and  thofe  who  belong 
to  trading  places — are  two  defcriptions  o 
people  altogether  diftindi  from  each  other  ii 
point  of  manners  and  opinions.  The  trutl 
of  this  remark,  which  is  obvious  in  all  coun 
tries,  is  more  flrikingly  fo  in  America,  wher 
the  people  are  only  divided  into  the  tw^ 
claffes  of  traders  and  cultivators,  where  trad 
and  commerce,  which  are  almoft  eiitircl 
in  the  hands  of  England,  naturally  find  thei 

intercft 
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intcrdls  interwoven  with  thofe  of  that  king- 
dom, and  where  the  merchants  and  traders 
ading  upon  this  principle,  a.nd  poffefled  pf 
that  powerful  influence  which  is  generally 
dcri\icd  from  fuperior  wealth,  form,  as  it 
were,  a  diftind  nation  within  a  nation  ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  country  peo- 
ple, attached  by  their  own  interefts  to  the 
profperity  of  that  country  only  which  they 
inhabit,  defire  it  iincerely  and  exclufively, 
and  arc  merely  liable  to  thofe  errors  into 
which  ignorance  may  betray  their  good  dif- 
pofition. 

M.  DE  RIEUX.    BIRD-ORDINARY, 

The  road    grows    ftill   duller   after  you 
leave  Goochland  Court-Houfe.     It  is  every 
where  furrounded  with  woods,  and  the  eye 
iikttns  no  difference  of  hills  and  dales  but 
that  of  the  road,   from  its   rifes   and  falls* 
The  plantations  become  conftantly  lefs  fre- 
quent, and  lefs  extenfivei  and  cultivation  is 
^l  more  confined.      Inns  are  very  fcarce 
on  this  road ;  the  next  is  .  nearly  feventeen 
miles   dtftant  from   that  where  we  pafled 

K2  the 
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the  night.     I  went  a  mile  farther  on  to  ftop 
at  one  which  I  knew  was  kept  by  9  French- 
man, whofe  houfe,  I  had  alfo  learned,  was 
lately  deftroyed  by  fire.      This  Frenchman 
formerly  kept  a  ftore   at   Charlotte-Ville, 
Having  there  experienced  misfortunes  not 
occaiioned  by  mifconduft,  he  eftablifhed  hiin- 
felf  where  he  now  is,  on  the  ftrength  of  an 
afTurance  which  had  been  given  him,  that, 
from  the  general  diffatisfaftioa  expreffed  at 
the  management  of  the  neighbouring  inn, 
his  houfe  would  be  much  frequented  by  tra-^ 
vellers.     In  this  he  has  not  been  deceived  ^ 
they  all  put  up  at  his  inn.      The  unfortu* 
natc  fire,  in  which  he  loft  all  his  furniture 
and  ftock  in  trade,   which  he  eftimates  at 
upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  is  attri- 
buted to  his  great  fuccefs,  and  the  jeatoufy 
excited  by  it  in  the  breaft  of  fho  miftrcfs  of 
the   rival  neighbouring  inn.     His   name  is- 
Plumard  de  Rieux^  and  he  is  a  native   of 
Nantes.     If  he  belongs,  as  he  fays,  to  the 
family  of  Rieux,  which  however  appears  not 
to  be  the  cafe  from  his  name  Plumard,  he 
would  ^appertain  to  one  of  thofe  ta  which 
ancient  opinions  affigned  the  firft  rank  in 

France. 
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Ytaiicc.  He  is  brother  of  a  lieutenant  in 
the  navy,  who,  fliaring  the  political  fenti- 
meats  of  the  ancient  navy,  has  refufed  to 
fcrve  fincc  the  beginning  of  the  revolution. 
M.  de  Rieux  married  in  America  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Mazzei  an  Italian,  who  had 
fettled  on  that  continent,  and  who  during 
the  revolution  a6led  the  part  of  a  zealous  re- 
publican, but  afterwards  returned  to  Europe, 
wbere,  from  his  reputation  of  being  a  friend 
of  liberty,  he  was  appointed  chargi  J^ affaires 
at  Paris  by  the  King  and  the  Republic  of 

Poland. — He  has  fince,  it  is  faid,  retired  to 
Pi£ 

Madame  de  Rieux  is  young  and  amiable,: 
^d  pofieffes  a  well-informed  mind.  M.  de 
^ux  is  beloved  and  refpe^kd  by  all  wha 
know  him  ;  he  fupports  with  courage  and* 
g^  all  thepvis^ortunes  which  have  hap- 
pened to  him.  A:  very  confiderable  inheri- 
^e  has  been  lately  left  to  him  by  an  aunt, 
^ho  remained  in  France  and  enjoyed  his 
^tes.  He  hopes  to  obtain  this  inheritance, 
jcthc  is  at  the  fame  time,  iware,  that  ua-J 
<fer  the  prcfeut  circumftances  there ,  is  aa 
iQOch  probability  againfl  as  in  fayour  of  hi^ 

K  3  wi(h. 
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wifhi  although  he  left  France  long  before 
the  revolution. 

I  felt  at  M.  de  Rieux*s  what  I  always  ex* 
perience  on  meeting  with  good^  honeft,  and 
fenfible  Frenchmen^  a  fatisfadlion  and  inter* 
eft  which  I  never  feel  in  America  under  any 
other  circumftances«  Is  it  prejudice,  is  it 
weaknefs  ?  It  may  be  fo^  But  it  is  what  I 
conftantly  experience,  what  I  have  always 
experienced  in  foreign  countries^  even  pre« 
vioufly  to  the  calamitous  events  of  the  revo- 
lution, and  what  t  feel  difpofed  alfo  to  ex- 
perience in  future.  Ah !  how  confoling 
would  it  prove  on  meeting  with  an  honeft 
and  unfortunate  countryman,  furrounded  by 
a  wife  and  pumerous  family,  to  promote  by 
a  loan  pf  ibme  value  the  reiloration  of  his 
profperity,  without  wounding  the  delicacy 
of  his  feelings.  The  lofs  of  an  enjoy  meat 
of  this  nature  is  not  the  leaft  painful  re» 
fult  of  fevere  misfortunes  in  point  of  pro- 
perty and  wealth. 

M.  de  Rieux  only  tenants  the  houfe  which 
he  inhabits,  and  the  three  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  land  that  belong  to  it,  and  pays  fbr 
the  whole  a  yearly  rent  of  ninety-eight  doU 

lars. 
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larsL  This  affords  an  additional  proof  of 
the  moderate  value  of.  land  in  Virginia,  as 
that  which  he  cultivates  is  very  good. 

After  having  fpent  nearly  the  whole  day 
at  M>  de  Rieux's,  we  went .  ten  miles  far- 
ther on  to  Bird^ordinaryy  where  wc  flopped 
for  the  night.  Plantations  become  now  lefs 
frequent  and  poorer ;  yet  all  thefe  planters, 
however  wretched  their  condition,  have  all 
of  them  one  or  two  negroes.  Thefe  flaves, 
who  are  in  general  well  treated  in  Virginia, 
arc  upon  the  whole  much  more  fp  by  thefe 
poor  farmers,  who  fhare  with  them  the  toils 
of  the  fields,  and  who,  although  they  do  not 
clothe  and  feed  them  well,  yet  treat  them, 
in  this  rcfpetl,  as  well  as  they  do  them- 
Iclves:  while  on  the  plantations  of  wealthy 
colonifts  the  negroes  arc  allowed  meat  but 
fix  times  a-year,  and  fubfift  entirely  on  In- 
dian corn,  and  fometimes  on  butter-milk. 

MILFORD  J 

A  very  fmall  village,  built  within  thefe 
few  years  on  the  Rivanna,  a  rivulet  which 
empties   itfelf  into  James-Riven      Before 

K  4  you 
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you  reach  the  village  you  crofs  Melhaneck 
Creek,  which  flows  into  the  Rivanna.  Thcj 
are  both  ford  able,  but  the  fords  are  frequent- 
ly rendered  very  dangerous,  nay  impaf&« 
ble,  by  a  fudden  rife  of  the  waters,  at  leail 
for  fome  hours  ;  for  the  inclination  df  theii 

« 

beds  is  fo  confiderable,  that  in  lefs  than  hall 
a  day  they  return  to  their  ufual  depth,  which 
is  only  three  feet. 


MONTICELLO.  MR.  JEFFERSON;  HI! 
AGRICULTURAL  SYSTEM  COMPAR 
ED  WITH  THAT  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 


Monticello  is  fituated  four  miles,  frooa 
Milford,  in  that  chain  of  mountains  wbict 
ftretches  from  James-River  to  thd^q^ppa- 
hannock,  twenty-eight  miles  in  front  of  th< 
Blue-Ridge,  and  in  a  diredlion  parallel  tc 
thofe  mountains.  This  chain,  which  rum 
uninterrupted  in  its.fmall  extent,  allumes 
fucceflively  the  names  of  the  Weft,  South; 
and  Green  Mountains, 

It  is  in  the  part  known  by  the  nzme  of  th< 
South«-Mountains  that  Monticello  is  fituated 

The 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA^  &C.  137 

The  houfe  ftands  on  the  fummit  of  the 
mountain,  and  the  tafte  and  arts  of  Europe 
have  been  confulted  in  the  formation  of  its 
plan.  Mr.  JefFeribn  had  commenced  its 
conftruftion  before  the  American  revolu- 
tion; fince  that  epocha  his  life  has  been 
cdnftantly  engaged  in  public  affairs,  and  he 
has  not  been  able  to  complete  the  execution 
to  the  whole  extent  of  the  projeft  which  it 
feems  he  had  at  firft  conceived.  That  part 
of  the  building  which  was  finiflied  has  fuf- 
fcrcd  from  the  fufpenfion  of  the  work,  and 
Mr.  Jefferfon,  who  two  years  fince  refiimicd 
the  habits  and  leifure  of  private  life,  is  now 
employed  in  repairing  the  damage  occafioned 
hy  this  interruption,  and  ftill  more  by  his 
abfence ;  he  continues  his  original  plan,  and 
even  improves  on  it,  by  giving  to  his  build- 
ings  more  elevation  and  extent.  He  intends 
that  they  (hould  confift  only  of  one  fto?  y, 
crowned  with  baluftrades ;  and  a  dome  is  to 
heconftrufted  in  the  centre  of  the  ftrufture. 
The  apartments  will  be  large  and  conveni- 
ent; the  decoration,  both  outfide  and  infide, 
fimplc,  yet  regular  and  elegant.  Monticello, 
according  to  its  firft  plan,  was  infinitely  fu- 

perior 
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perior  to  all  other  houfes  in  Aaierica,  in 
point  of  tafte  and  convenience  ;  but  at  that 
time  Mr.  JefFerfbn  had  ftudied  tafte  and  the 
fine  arts  in  books  only.  ^His  travels  in  Eu- 
rope have  fuppliedhim  with  models  |  he  has 
appropriated  them  to  his  defign ;  and  his  new 
plan,  the  execution  of  which  is  already  much 
advanced,  will  be  accompliflied  before  the 
end  of  next  year,  and .  then  his  houfe  will 
certainly  deferve  ta  be  ranked  with  the  moft 
pleafant  manfions  in  France  and  England. 

Mr.  Jefferfon's  houfe  commands  one  of 
the  moft  extenfive  profpeds  you  can  meet 
with.  On  the  eaft  fide,  the  front  of  the 
building,  the  eye  is  not  checked  by  any  ob- 
je£t,  fmce  the  mountain  on  which  the  houfe 
is  feated  commands  all  the  neighbouring 
heights  as  far  as  the  Chefapeakr  The  At-> 
lantic  might  be  feen  were  it  not  for  the 
greatnefs  of  the  diflance,  which  renders  that 
profpe£t  impofilble.  On  the  right  and  left 
the  eye  commands  the  extenfive  valley  that 
feparates  the  Greqn,  South  and  Weft  Moun- 
tains from  the  BIue-*Ridge,  and  has  no  other 
bounds  but  thefe  high  mountains,  of  which, 
on  a  clear  day,  you  difcern  the  chain  on  the 

right 
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§ 

right  upwards  of  a  hundred  miles,  far  be- 
yond James-River ;  and  on  the  left  as  far 
as     IMaryland^    on    the   other   fide   of   the 
Potowmackv  Through  fome  intervals,  form- 
ed Vyy  the  irregular  fummits  of  the  Blue* 
Movintains,  you  difcovcr  the  Peaked- Ridge, 
A   cluaiQ  of  mountains  placed   between   the 
Blue  and  North  Mountains,  another  more 
difVant  ridge.     But  in  the  back  part  the  pro* 
^pc£l  is  foon  interrupted  by  a  mountain  more 
elevated  than  that  on  which  the  houfe  is 
featcd. ,   The  bounds  of  the  view   on  this 
point,  at  fo  finall  a  diftance,  form  a  pleaiant 
rolting-^place ;  as  the  immenfity  of  profpeft 
it   enjoys  is,  perhaps,  already  too  vaft.      A 
Goniidcrable    number   of   cultivated    fields, 
houfes,  and  barns,  enliven  and  variegate  the 
^xtenfive  landfcape,  ftill  more  embellifhed 
^y    the   beautiful  arid   diverfified    forms   of 
^c>vintains,  in  the  whole  chain  of  which  not 
^^«  rcicmblcs  another.      The  aid  of  fancy 
^>  iiowever,  required  to  complete  the  enjoy- 
°^^lit  of  this  magnificent  view;  and  (he  rauft 
P^^^ure  to  us  thofe  plains   and   mountains 
"^^l  as  population  and  culture  will  render 
"^^01  in  a  greater  or  fmaller  number  of 

years. 
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years.  The  difpropdrtion  exifting  between 
the  cultivated  lands  and  thofe  which  aye  ftill 
covered  with  forefts  as  ancient  as  the  globe, 
is  at  prefent  much  too  great  :  and  even 
when  that  fhall  have  been  done  away,  the 
eye  may  perhaps  further  wifh  to  difcover  a- 
broad  .river,  a  great  mafe  of  water— *deftitute 
of  which,  the  grandeft  and  moft  extenfive 
profpeft  is  ever  deftitute  of  an  embellifhment 
requifite  to  render  it  completely  beautiful. 

On  this  mountain,  and  in  the  furround- 
ing  valleys,  on  both  banks  of  the  Rivan- 
na,  are  fituated  the  five  thoufand  acres  of 
land  which  Mr.  Jefferfon  poffefles  in  this 
part  of  Virginia.  Eleven  hundred  and  twen- 
ty only  are  cultivated.  The  land  left  to 
the  care  of  ftewards  has  fufFered  as  well  as 
the  buildings  from  the  long  abfence  of  the 
mafter ;  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
country  it  has  been  exhaufted  by  fucceffivc 
culture.  Its  fituation  on  declivities  of  hills 
and  mountains  renders  a  careful  cultivation 
more   neceflary   than   is  requifite  in   lands 

* 

fituated  in  a  flat  and  even  country;  the  com- 
mon routine  is  more  pernicious,  and  more 
judgement  and  mature  thought  are  required 

than 
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than  in  a  different  foil.  This  forms  at  pre- 
fent  the  chief  employment  of  Mr,  JefFerfon^ 
But  little  accuftomed  to  agricultural  pur- 
fiiits,  he  has  drawn  the  principles  of  culture 
cither  from  works  which  treat  on  this  fub- 
jedl,  or  from  converiation.  Knowledge  thus 
acquired  often  mifleads,  and  is  at  all  times 
infufficient  in  a  country  where  agriculture 
is  well  underftood  ;  yet  it  is  preferable  to 
mere  practical  knowledge,  in  a  country 
where  a  bad  praftice  prevails,  and  where  it 
is  dangerous  to  follow  the  routine  from 
which  it  is  fo  difficult  to  depart.  Above  all, 
much  good  rfiay  be  c:^'pe61:ed,  if  a  contem- 
plative mind,  like  that  of  Mr.  JefFerfon, 
which  takes  the  theory  for  its  guide,  watches 
its  application  with  dilcernmcnt,  and  rc6lifies 
it  according  to  the  peculiar  circumftanccs 
and  nature  of  the  country,  climate  and  foil, 
and  conformably  to  the  experience  which 
he.  daily  acquires. 

Purfuant  to  the  ancient  rotation,  tobacco 
vras  cultivated  four  or  five  fucceffive  years ; 
the  land  was  then  fufFered  to  lie  fallow,  and 
then  again'  fucceeded*  crops  of  tobacco.  The 
culture  of  tobacco  being  now  almoft  entirely 
.     :  relinquifhed 
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rclinquiflied  in  this  part  of  Virginia,  the 
common  rotation  begins  with  wheats  foU 
lowed  by  IncUan  corn^  and  then  again 
wheat,  until  the  exhaufted  foil  lofes  every 
produ6tive  power ;  the  field  is  then  al^an* 
donedy  and  the  cultivator  proceeds  to  an- 
other, which  he  treats  and  abandons  in  the 
fame  manner,  until  he  returns  to  the  6rft, 
which  has  in  the  mean  time  recovered  fbme 
of  its  produftive  faculties.  The  difproportion 
between  the  quantity  of  land  which  belopgs 
to  the  planters  and  the  hands  they  can  eni« 
ploy  in  its  culture,  diminifhes  the  incon- 
veniences of  this  deteftable  method.  The 
land,  which  never  receives  the  leaft  manure, 
fupports  a  longer  or  (horter  time  this  alter- 
nate cultivation  of  wheat  and  Indian  corn, 
according  to  its  nature  and  fituation,  and 
regains,  according  to  the  fame  circumftanites^ 
more  or  lefs  fpeedily  the  power  of  producjtfig 
new  crops.  If  in  the  interval  it  be  coyer^ 
with  heath  and  weeds,  it  frequently  is  again 
fit  for  cultivation  at  the  end  of  eight  or  tpn 
years  ;  if  not,  a  fpace  of  twenty  year%:i9 
not  fuflicient  to  render  it  capable  .of  pr^ 
dudHon.      Planters  who  are  not  poflefled;  of 

a  fuflicient 
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a  fufficient  quantity  of  land  to  let  fo  much 
of  It  remain  unprodu6Hve  for  fuch  a  length 
of  time,  fallow  it  in  a  year  or  two  after  it 
has  borne  wheat  ainl  Indian  corn,  during 
which  time  the  fields  ferve  as  pafture,  and 
arc  hereupon  again  cultivated  iii  the  fame 
manner.  In  either  cafe  the  land  produces 
from  five  to  fix  bufliels  of  wheat,  or  from  ten 
to  fifteen  bufhels  of  Indian  corn,  the  acre. 
To  the  produce  of  Indian  corn  muft  aUb 
he  added  one  hundred  pounds  of  leaves  to 
every  five  bulhels,  or  each  barrel,  of  grain. 
Thefc  leaves  are  given  as  fodder  to  the  cat- 
tle. It  was  in  this  manner  that  Mr^  Jef- 
ferfon's  land  had  alwavs  been  cultivated, 
ftnd  it  is  this  fyflem  which  he  has  very 
^i%  relinquiflhed.  He  has  divided  all  hi^ 
land  under  culture  into  four  farms,  and  every 
^  ferm  into  ^^  fields  of  forty  acres*  Each 
fem  confifts,  therefore,  of  two  hundred  and 
^hty  acres.  His  fyftem  of  rotation  em- 
^^ces  feven  years,  and  this  is  the  reafon 
^hy  each  farm  has  been  divided  into  feven 
"^Ws.  In  the  firft  of  thefe  feven  years  wheat 
K  cultivated;  in  the  fecond,  Indian  corn; 
^^  the  third,   ptafe    or   potatoes  ;     in    the 

fourth. 
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fourth,  vetches.;  in  the  fifths  wheat;  an< 
in  the  iixth  and  feventh^  clover.  Thus  eacl 
of  his  fields  yields  fome  produce  every  yeai 
and  his  rotation  of  fucceflive  culture,  whil 
it  prepares  the  foil  for  the  following  crop 
increafes  its  produce.  The  abundance  c 
clover,  potatoes,  peafe,  &c.  will  enable  hin 
to  keep  fufiicient  cattle  for  manuring  hi 
land,  which  at  prefent  receives  hardly  an 
dung  at  all,  independently  of  the  great  profi 
which  he  will  in  future  derive  from  th 
fale  of  his  cattle. 

Each  farm,  under  the  direftion  of  a  par 
ticular  fteward  or  bailiff,  is  cultivated  b' 
four  negroes,  four  negrefles,  four  oxen,  an( 
four  horfes..  The  bailiffs,  who  in  genera 
manage  their  farms  feparately,  ailifl:  eacl 
other  during  the  harveft,  as  well  as  at  an; 
.  other  time,  when  there  is  any  prefling  la 
bour.  The  great  declivity  of  the  fields 
which  would  render  it  extremely  trouble 
fbme  and  tedious  to  carry  the  produce,  evei 
of  each  farm,  to  one  common  central  point 
has  induced  Mr.  Jefferfon  to  conftru6i  oi 
each  field  a  barn,  fufficiently  capacious  t 
hold  its  produce  in  gr'ain ;  the  produce  ij 

forag< 
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forage  is  alfo  houfed  there,  but  this  is  gene- 
tally  fo  great,  that  it  becomes  iieceflary  to 
make  ftacks  near  the  barns.  .  The  latter  are 
conftrufted  of  trunks  of  trees,  and  the  floors 
are  boarded.  The  forefts  and  flaves  reduce 
the  expence  of  thcfe  buildings  to  a  mere 
trifle. 

Mr.  JefFerfon  pofleffes  one   of  thofe  ex- 
cellent threfliing- machines,    which    a    few- 
years  fince  were  invented  in  Scotland,  and 
are  already  very  common  In  England.    This 
machine,  the  whole  of  which  does  not  weigh 
two  thoufand  pounds,  is  conveyed  from  one 
Darn  to  another  in  a  waggon,  and  threfhes 
from  one   hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  bulhcls  a  day.      A    worm, 
whofe  eggs  are  almoft  conftantly  depofited 
^  the  ear  of  the  grain,   renders  it  necelfary 
to  threlh  the   corn  a  (hort   time  after  the 
harvcft ;  in  this  cafe    the    heat,  occafioncd 
l^the  mixture  of  grain  with  its  envelope, 
from  which.it  is  difengaged,  but  with  which 
it  continues  mixed,  deftroys  the  vital  prin- 
^pk  of  the  egg,  and  prote6ts  the  corn  from 
the  inconveniences  of  its  being  hatched.    If 
the  grain   continued  in  the  ears,   without 
Vol.  IIL  !>  being 


I  H)  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

being  fpeedily  beaten,  it  would  be  deftroye 
by   the   worm,  which   would  be   exclud 
from   the  eggs.      This   fcourge,   howeve 
{prcads  no  farther  northwards  than  the 
towmack,  and  is  bounded  to  the  weft  b]n^ 
the  Blue  Mountains.     A   few  weeks  aftc:-^ 
the  corn  has  been  beaten,  it  is  free  from  al 
danger,  winnowed  and  fent  to  market.  Tb 
Virginia  planters  have  generally  their  cor 
trodden  out  by  horfes  ;  but  this  way  is  flo 
and  there  is  no  country  in  the  world  wher 
this  operation  requires  more  difpatch  tha 
in  this  part  of  Virginia.     Befides  the  ftra 
is  bruifed  by  the  treading  of  horfes.     Mr 
JefFerfon  hopes  that  his  machine,  which  ha 
already    found    fome    imitators   among   hi^ 
neighbours,  will   be    generally   adopted    in. 
Virginia.     In  a  country  where  all  the  in- 
habitants poffefs  plenty  of  wood,  this  ma-« 
chine  may  be  made  at  a  very  trifling  cx- 
pcnce. 

Mr.  JefFerfon  rates  the  average  produce 
of  an  acre  of  land,  in  the  prefent  ftatc  of 
his  farm,  at  eight  bufhels  of  wheat,  eighteca 
bufhels  of  Indian  corn,  and  twenty  hundred 
weight  of  clover.     After  the  land  has  been 

duly 
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duly  manured,  he  may  expeft  a  produce 
twice,  nay  three  times  more  confiderable* 
But  iiis  land  will  never  be  dunged  as  much 
as  in  Europe.  Black  cattle  and  pigs,  which 
in  our  country  are  either  conftantly  kept  on 
the  form,  or  at  lead  return  thither  every 
tvcning,  and  whofe  dung  is  carefully  ga- 
tlicrtd  and  preferved  either  feparate  or 
mixed,  according  to  circumftances,  are  here 
left  grazing  in  the  woods  the  whole  year 
round.  Mr.  Jefferfon  keeps  no  more  (beep, 
than  are  neceflary  for  the  confumption  of 
liisown  table.  He  cuts  his  clover  but  twice 
wh  feafbn,  and  does  not  fufFcr  his  cattle 
to  graze  in  his  fields.  The  quantity  of  his 
iung  is  therefore  in  proportion  to  the  num-^ 
W  of  cattle  which  he  can  keep  with  his 
own  fodder,  and  which  he  intends  to  buy 
at  the  beginning  of  winter  to  fell  them 
*gain  in  fpring ;  and  the  cattle  kept  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  barns  where  the  forage  is 
Wed,  will  furnifti  manure  only  for  the  ad- 
jacent fields. 

From  an  opinion  entertained  by  Mr.  Jef- 
fertbn,  that  the  heat  of  the  fun  deftroys,  or 
at  Icaft  dries  up  in  a  great  meafure,  the 

L  2  nutritious 
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nutritious  juices  of  the  earth,  he  judges  : 
neceflary  that  it  Ihould  be  always  covcrcc 
In  order  therefore  to  preferve  » his  fieldi 
as  well  as  to  multiply  their  produce,  the 
never  lie  fallow.  On  the  fame  principle  h 
cuts  his  clover  but  twice  a  feafbn,  does  nc 
let  the  cattle  feed  on  the  grafs,  nor  enclofc 
his  fields,  which  are  merely  divided  by 
fingle  row  of  peach  trees, 

A  long  experience  would  be  required  t 
form  a  correct  judgement,  whether  the  lo 
of  dung  which  this  lyftem  occafions  in  h 
farms,  and  the  known  advantage  of  fielc 
enclofed  with  ditches,  efpecially  in  a  dc 
clivous  fituation,  where  the  earth  from  th 
higher  grounds  is  couftantly  waflied  down  b 
the  rain,  are  fully  compenfated  by  the  vegc 
tative  powers  which  he  means  thus  to  pre 
ferve  in  his  fields.  His  fyftem  is  entire! 
confined  to  himfelf ;  it  is  cenfiired  by  fbna 
of  his  neighbours,  who  are  alfo  employe 
m  improving  their  culture  with  ability  an 
ikill,  but  he  adheres  to  it,  and  thinks  it  i 
founded  on  juft  obfervations. 

Wheat,  as  has  already  been  obfervcd,  i 
the  chief  objc(S  of  cultivation  in  thi$  coun 

try 
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try.      The   rife,    which   within   thefe   two 
years  has  taken   place  in  the  price  of  thi$ 
article,  has  engaged  the  fpeculations  of  the 
planters,  as  well  as  the  merchants.      The 
population  of  Virginia,  which  is  fo  incon- 
fidcrable  in   proportion  to    its  extent,  and 
fo  litdc  coUefted  in  towns,  would  offer  but 
a  very  precarious  market  for  large  numbers 
of  cattle.       Every   planter  has  as  many  ^  of 
them  in  the  woods,  as  are  required  for  the 
confumptipn  of  his  family.     The  negroes, 
who  form  a  confiderable  part  of  the  popu- 
lation, cat  but  little  meat,  and  this  little  is 
pork.     Some  farmers  cultivate  rye  and  oats, 
but  they  are  few  in  number.     Corn  is  fold 
here  to  the  merchants  of  Milford  or  Char- 
lottc-ViIle,who  (hip  it  for  Richmond,  where 
it  fetches  a  (hilling  more  per  bu(hel  than  in 
other  places.    Speculation  or  a  prcfling  want 
of  money  may  at  times  occafion  variations 
in  this  maimer  of  fale,  but  it  is  certainly  the 
moft  common  way.     Money  is  ^•ery  fcarce 
in  this  diftriiSl,  and,  bank-notes  being  un-- 
known,  trade  is  chiefly  carried  on  by  barter ; 
the  merchant,  who  receives  the  grain,  re- 

L  3  turns 
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turns  its  value  in  fuch  commodities  as 
vender  Aands  in  need  of. 

Mr.  JefFerfon  fold  his  wheat  laft  year 
two  dollars  and  a  half  per  bufhel.  He  c 
tends,  that  it  is  in  this  diftrid  whiter  tl 
in  the  environs  of  Richmond,  and  all  ot 
low  countries,  and  (hat  the  bufhel,  wfa 
weighs  there  only  from  fifty- five  to  fi: 
eight  pounds,  weighs  on  his  farm  from  fi 
to  fixty-five. 

In  addition  to  the  eleven  hundred  ; 
twenty  acres  of  land,  divided  into  four  far 
Mr.  Jefferfon  fows  a  few  acres  with  turn 
fliccory,  and  other  feeds. 

Before  I  leave  his  farm,  I  fhall  not  foi 
to  mention,  that  I  have  feen  here  a  Jrifft 
maciine,  the  name  of  which  cannot  be  tr 
flated  into  French  but  by  *•  machine  iji 
en  paquets.^^  By  Mr.  JeflFerfon's  accoi 
it  has  been  invented  in  his  neighbourhc 
If  this  machine  fully  anfwers  the  good  k 
nion  which  he  entertains  of  it,  the  invenl 
is  the  more  fortunate,  as  by  Arthur  Youj 
aflertion  not  one  good  drilling-machint 
to  be  found  in  England.      This  macb 

pla 
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placed  on  a  fort  of  plough-carriage,  carries 
an  iron,  which  gently  opens  the  furrow  as 
deeply  as  is  required.  Behind  this  iron 
and,  in  the  upper  part  of  the  machine,  is 
afmall  trough,  containing  the  grain  which 
.is  intended  to  be  fown.  This  grain  is  taken 
Ottt  of  the  trough  by  a  row  of  fmall  re- 
ceivers, fewcd  on  a  leather  band,  or  ribbon, 
and  turning  round  two  pivots  placed  above 
each  other  at  the  diftance  of  from  ieven  to 
eight  inches.  The  fmall  receivers  take  the 
grain  from  the  trough,  and  turn  it  over  into 
a  fmall  conduit,  which  conveys  it  into  the 
furrow  made  by  the  iron.  The  diftance 
of  one  of  thofe  receivers  from  another  de- 
ternaiaes  that  of  the  places  in  which  the 
gfain  is  depolited  in  the  ground  ;  and  a  har- 
ww,  fixed  on  the  machine  behind  the  con- 
duits through  which  the  feed  falls  into  the 
furrow,  covers  it  again.  The  endlefs  chain 
^  the  receivers,  which  forms  the  merit  of 
the  machine,  may  be  compared  with  that 
^hich  is  ufed  for  drawing  water  from  a 
great  depth,  or  ftill  more  properly  with  a 
leaver  of  flour  in  Evans's  mills.  It  is  put 
ii  motion  by  a  light  wheel,  which  moves 

L  4  along 
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along  the  ground  as  the  machine  advances^ 
and  is  fixed  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  is  not 
obftrudted  in  its  movements  by  the  inequa* 
lities  of  the  ground,  nor  even  by  the  ftones 
which  it  may  find  in  its  way.  If  this  ma- 
chine really  anfwers  the  intended  purpole, 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  why  it  jfhould  not 
have  been  invented  before,  as  it  is  extremely 
fimple,  compofed  of  movements  well  known, 
and  of  powers  frequently  employed.  In  my 
opinion  it  admits,  however,  of  great  improve- 
ments. 

My  readers  will  undoubtedly  find  that  I 
beftow  peculiar  attention  on  agriculture,  by 
Ipeaking  of  Mr.  JefFerfon  as  a  farmer,  before 
I  mention  him  in  any  other  point  of  view. 

They  mufl  be  very  ignorant  of  the  hiftory 
of  America,  who  know  not  that  Mr.  Jcf- 
ferfon  fhared  with  George  Waftiington, 
Franklin,  John  Adams,  Mr.  Jay,  and  a 
few  others,  the  toils  and  dangers  of  the 
revolution,  in  all  its  different  ftagcs  j  that 
in  the  famous  congrefs  which  guided  and 
confblidated  it,  he  difplayed  a  boldnefs  and 
firmnefs  of  chara6ler,  a  fund  of  talents  and 
knowledge,  and  a  fteadinefs  of  principles, 

which 
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which  will  hand  down  his  name  to  pofte- 
rity  with  glory,  and  enfure  to  him  for  ever 
the  refped  and  gratitude  of  all  friends  of 
liberty.  It  was  he,  who  in  that  famous  con- 
gress, fo  refpeftable,  and  fo  much  rcfpcdled 
—in  that  congrefs,  ever.inacceflible  to  the 
fcdudion,  fear,  and  apparent  weaknefs  of 
the  people — ^who  jointly  with  Mr.  Lee,  an- 
other deputy  of  Virginia,  propofed  the  de- 
claration of  independence.  It  was  he,  who, 
Supported  principally  by  John  Adams,  prefled 
the  deliberation  on  the  fubjeft,  and  carried 
itj  bearing  down  the  wary  prudence  of  fome 
of  his  colleagues,  pofTefTed  of  an  equal  (hare 
of  patriotifm,'  but  lefs  courage.  It  was  he, 
who  was  charged  with  drawing  up  this 
niafter-piece  of  dignified  wifdom,  and  pa- 
triotic pride.  It  was  he,  who  being  after- 
wards appointed  governor  of  Virginia  at  the 
Period  of  the  invafion  of  Arnold  and  Corn* 
wallis,  acquired  a  peculiar  claim  on  the 
gratitude  of  his  fellow-citizens.  It  was  he, 
who,  as  the  firft  ambafTador  of  the  United 
States  in  France,  filled  at  that  momentous 
^pocha  that  diftinguifhed  port  to  the  fatif- 
k&'ion  of  both  nations.     In  fine,  it  was  he, 

who 
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who  as  Secretary  of  State  in  1702*  wbcn 
the  ridiculous  and  difbrganizing  preteniions 
of  Mr.  GenSt,  and  the  lofty  arrogance  of  the 
*  *  *  minifter,  endeavoured  alternately  td 
abufe  the  political  weaknefs  of  the  United 
States,  induced   his  government   to   fpeak 
a  noble  and  independent  language,  which 
would  have  done  credit,  to  the  mod  for- 
midable power.     The  long  corrcfpondence 
carried  on  with  thefe  two  defigning  agents 
tvould,  from  its  juA,  profound,  and  able  rea*  - 
foning,  be  alone  Sufficient  to  confer  on  its^ 
author  the  reputation  of  an  accomplifhcd  - 
flatefman. 

Since  the  beginning  of  1 704,  Mr.  JefFcr- 
fon  has  withdrawn  from  public  affairs.  This 
was  the  time  when  the  malevolent  fenti« 
nients  of  *****  *  were  difplaycd  againil 
the  United  States  in  the  ftrongeft  manner^ 
and  when  her  unjuft  proceedings  were  re-* 
fented  with  the  utmoft  indignation  from  one 
end  of  America  to  the  other.  This  was 
the  moft  important  epocha  of  the  policy 
of  the  United  Sates,  becaufe  they  propofed  - 
to  aft  with  energy  and  vigour.  The  pre--- 
feience  which  under  thpfe  circumftances  the 

Prefidcnt 
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Prefident  was  accuilomed  to  give  to  the  ad- 
vice of  Mr.  Hamilton,   which  continually 
carried  along  with  it  the  opinion  not  only 
of  General  Knox,  but  alfo  of  Mr.  Randolph, 
then  attorney-general  of  the  Union,  over  that 
of  Mr.  JefFcrfon,  caufed  him  to  embrace  this 
refolution.     Immediately  after  this  ftep,  Mr. 
Jefferfon  was  confidered  by  the  ruling  party 
as  the  leader  of  Oppofition ;  he  was  fufpeded 
of  revolutionary  views;  he  was  accufed  of 
an  intention  to  overturn  the  conftitution  of 
the  United  States,  of  being  the  enemy  of  his 
country,  and  of  a  wifh  to  become  a  tribune 
of  the  people.     It  is  fufEcient  to  know  that 
Mr.  Jefferfon  is  a  man  of  fenfe,  to  feel  the 
abfurdity  of  thefe  fcandalous  imputations ; 
and  whoever  is  acquainted  with  his  virtue, 
niuft  be  aftoniftied  at  their  having  ever  been 
Inferred  againft   him.      His  fpeeches  arc 
thofe  of  a  man  firmly  attached  to  the  main* 
Penance  of  the  Union,  of  the  prefent  con- 
ftitution, and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States.     He  is  the  declared  enemy  of 
^Ycry  new  lyftem  the  introdudion  of  which 
naight  be  attempted,  but   he   is  a  greater 
€ucmy  of  a  kingly  form  of  government  than 

of 
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of  any  other.  He  is  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
the  prefent  conftitution  fhould  be  carefully 
preferved,  and  defended  againft  all  infringe- 
ments arifing  from  an  extenfion  of  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  executive  power.  It  was 
framed  and  accepted  on  republican  princi- 
ples, and  it  is  his  w\{h  that  it  fhould  remain 
a  republican  conftitution.  On  feveral  oc- 
cafions  I  have  heard  him  fpeak  with  gjreat 
refpeft  of  the  virtues  of  the  Prefident,  and 

in  terms  of  efteem  of  his  found  and  unerrinsr 

o 

judgement. 

But  the  fpirit  of  party  is  carried  to  ex- 
ccfs  in  America;  men  who  embrace  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  JefFerfon,  attack  their  oppo- 
nents with  imputations,  no  doubt,  equally 
unfounded.  In  all  party-proceedings  neither 
reafbn  nor  juftice  can  be  expefted  from  either 
lide,  and  very  feldom  ftridl  morality  with 
refpeft  to  the  means  employed  to  ferve  the 
favourite  caufe  ;  one  caufe  alone  appears 
good  ;  every  thing  befides  is  deemed  bad, 
nay  criminal,  and  probity  itielf  ferves  to 
miflead  probity.  Perfonal  refentmcnts  affume 
the  colour  of  public  fpirit,  and  frequently, 
when  the  moft  odious  afts  of  injuftice  have  • 

been 


NORTir  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C.  157 

been  committed,  and  the  moft  atrocious  ca- 
lumnies fpread,  but  few  members  of  the 
party  are  in  the  fecret,  and  knot^  that  they 
are  the  effufions  of  injuftice  and  falfc  repre- 
fentation.  The  truth  of  thefe  obfcrvations 
being  evident  to  all  men  who  have  lived 
amidft  parties^  (hould  lead  to  mutual  tole- 
ration and  forbearance. 

In   private  life  Mr.  JefFerfon  difplays  a 
^^ild,  eafy  and  obliging  temper,  though  he 
^s  Ibmewhat  cold  and  relerved.     His  con- 
verfation  is  of  the  moft  agreeable  kind,  and 
"^  poiTefTes  a  ftock  of  information  not  in- 
ferior to  that  of  any  other  man.     In  Europe 
he    would  hold  a  diftinguiflied  rank  among 
^^en  of  letters,  and  as  fuch  he  has  already 
appeared  there;  at  prefent  he  is  employed 
^ith  aftivity  and  perfeverance  in  the  ma- 
^^gcment  of  his  farms  and  buildings ;  and 
*^  orders,  dire6ls,  and  purfues  in  the  mi- 
^^teft  detail  every  branch  of  bufinefs  relative 
to  the^p.     I  found  him  in  the  midft  of  the 
Wveft,- from  which  the  fcorching  heat  of 
^^  fun   does   not  prevent  his  attendance. 
His  negroes   are    nouriflied,    clothed,    and 
Seated  as  well  as  white  fervants  could  be. 

As 
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As  he  cannot  expeft  any  affiftance  from  the 
two  fmall  neighbouring  towns,  every  article 
is  made  on  his  farm  ;  his  negroes  arc  cabi- 
net-makers, carpenters,  mafons,  bricklayers^ 
fmiths,  &c.  The  children  he  employs  in  a 
nail-nianufadory,  which  yields  already  a 
confiderable  profit.  The  young  and  old  no-- 
grclfes  fpin  for  the  clothing  of  the  reft.  He 
animates  them  by  rewards  and  diftinftions  ; 
in  fine,  his  fuperior  mind  direfts  the  manage- 
ment of  his  domeftic  concerns  with  the  fame 
abilities,  aftivity,  and  regularity,  which  he 
evinced  in  the  condud  of  public  affairs,  and 
which  he  is  calculated  to  difplay  in  every 
fituation  of  life.  In  the  fuperintendence  oiF 
his  houfehold  he  is  afliftcd  by  his  two  datigh^ 
ters,  Mrs.  Randolph  and  Mifs  Mary^  who 
are  handfome,  modeft,  and  amiable  women* 
They  have  been  educated  in  France.  Their 
father  went  often  with  them  to  the  houfe 
of  Madame  d^Enville^  my  dear  and  refpe^lo* 
ble  aunt,  where  they  became  acquainted  with 
my  family,  and  as  the  names  of  many  of 
my  friends  are  not  unknown  to  them,  we 
were  able  to  converfe  of  them  together.  It 
will  be  eafily  conceived,  that  this  could  not 

but 
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t:  excite  in  my  mind  ftrong  fenfations,  and 
oUe^iions,  fometimcs  painful,  yet  genc- 
lly  fweet.     Fifteen  hundred  leagues  from 
r  native  country,  in  another  world,  and 
rquently  given  up  to  melancholy,  we  fancy 
rfelvcs  rcftored  to  cxiftence,  and  not  utter 
rsngers  to  happinefs,  when  we  hear  our 
simily  and  our  friends  mentibned  by  per- 
ns who  have  known  them,  who  repeat 
^  cir  names,  defcribe  their  perfons,  and  ex- 
ft  themfelves  on  fo  interefting  a  fubjedl 
terms  of  kindnefs  and  benevolence. 
Mr.  Randolph  is  proprietor  of  a  confide- 
■"atlc  plantation,  contiguous  to  that  of  Mr. 
JcfFcrfon's  ;  he  conftantly  fpends  the  fura* 
*^^cr  with  him,  and,  from  the  aileftion  he 
^^ars  him,  he  feems  to  be   his  fon  rather* 
^^>Sii\  his  fon-in-law.     Mifs  Maria  conftantly 
^cfidcs  with  her  father ;  but  as  fhe  is  fcven- 
*ccn  years  old,  and  is  remarkably  handfome, 
ftc  will,  doubtlefs,  foon  find,  that  there  are 
duties  which  it  is  ftill  fweeter  to  perform 
*l>an  thofe  of  a  daughter.     Mr.  JefFerfon's 
philofophic  turn  of  mind,  his  love  of  ftudy, 
^is  excellent  library,   which  fupplies   him 
^itb  the  means  of  fatisfying  it,  and  his 

friends, 
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friends,  will  undoubtedly  help  him  to  endure 
this  lofs,  which  moreover  is  not  likely  to 
become  an  abfolute  privation,  as  the  fe- 
cond  fon-in-law  of  Mr.  JefFerfon  may,  like 
Mr.  Randolph,  rcfide  in  the  vicinity  of  Mon- 
ticello,  and,  if  he  be  worthy  of  Mifs  Maria^ 
will  not  be  able  to  find  any  company  more 
defirable  than  that  of  Mr,  JefFerfon. 

The  fituation  of  Monticello  exempts  this 
place  from  the  peftilential  effluvia  which 
produce  fo  many  difcafes  in  the  lower  coun- 
tries. From  its  great  elevation  it  enjoys 
the  pureft  air ;  and  the  fea-breeze,  which  is 
felt  on  (hore  about  eight  or  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  reaches  Monticello  at  one  or 
two  in  the  afternoon,  and  fomewhat  re- 
frefhes  the  atmofphere,  but  the  fun  is  in-^ 
tolerable  from  its  fcorching  heat ;  as  indeed 
it  is  in  all  the  fouthern  States.  The  places 
that  enjoy  fome  advantage  over  others  arc 
thofe  which,  like  Monticello,  are  expofed 
to  its  direft  rays,  without  experiencing  tlicir 
refledtion  from  more  elevated  mountains,  of 
neighbouring  buildings. 

Mr.  Jefferlbn,  in  common  with  alt  land*- 
holders  in  America,  imagines  that  his  habi- 

tation 
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Ution  is  more  healthy  than  any  other  ;  that 
it  is  as  healthful  as  any  in  the  fineft  parts 
of  France ;  and  that  neither  the  ague,  not 
any  other  bilious  diflempers  are  ever  ob« 
ferved  at  Monticello.  This  is  undoubtedly 
true,  becaufe  he  afTerts  it,  in  regard  to 
himfelf,  to  his  family,  and  his  negroes,  none 
of  whom  is  attacked  by  thefe  maladies  ;  but 
I  am,  neverthelefs,  of  opinion,  that  an  Eu- 
ropean, who  during  this  feafon  fhould  ex« 
pofe  himfelf  too  much  to  the  air  from  nine 
in  the  morning  imtil  fix  at  night,  would  not 
^g  enjoy  a  good  flate  of  health*  During 
the  fevcn  days  I  continued  there,  not  one 
P^ed  without  fome  moments  of  rain,  and 
yet  the  intenfity  of  the  heat  was  not  in  the 
Jctft  abated  by  it. 

In  Virginia  mongrel  negroes  are  found 
^  greater  number  than  in  Carolina  and 
^rgia ;  and  I  have  even  fecn,  efpecially 
^^  Mr.  JefFcrfon's,  flaves,  who,  neither  in 
point  of  colour  nor  features,  fhewed  tha 
Icaft  trace  of  their  original  defcent ;  but 
^  mothers  being  flaves,  they  retain,  of 
confcquence,  the  fame  condition.  This  fu- 
P^  number  of  people  of  colour  is  owing 

Vpt.UL  M  W 


10s  THAVELS  THliOirGH 

to  the  fuperior  antiquity  of  the  fettlemef 
Virginia,  and  to  the  clais  of  fteward 
bailifis»  who  are  accufed  of  producing 
mongrel  breed*  They  are  liable  to  tc 
tation,  becaufe  they  are  young,  and  < 
Aantly  amidfl  their  flaves  ;  and  they  e 
the  power  of  gratifying  their  paflioris, 
caufe  they  are  defpots.  But  the  public 
nion  is  {o  much  againd  this  intercourfc 
tween  the  white  people  and  the  black, 
it  is  always  by  ftealth,  and  tranfieiitly-, 
fioraier  fatisfy  their  defires,  as  no  whit6 
is  known  to  live  reguliarly  with  a  black 
man» 

Before  I  clofe  this  article  I  muft  fey, 
during  my  refidence  at  Monticello  I 
neflcd   the  indignation  excited    in   all 
planters,  of  the  neighbourhood  by  the  < 
condu6t  of  a  mafter  to  his  flave,  when 
had  flogged  to  fuch  a  degree   as  to  1 
him  almoft  dead  on  the  fpot.    Juftice 
iiies  this  barbarous  mafler,  and  all  the  c 
planters  declared  loudly  their  wiih^  tha 
iftay  be  feverely  puniihed,  which  feenii! 
to  admit  of  amy  doubt. 
;  But  itns  time  to  take  leave  of  Mr.  Jc 
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fon,  whofc  kind  reception  has  perfedly  an- 
fwered  what  1  had  a  right  to  expcdt  from  his 
Civility,  from   our   former  acjualntance   in 
France,  and  from  his  particular  connection 
^ith  my  relations  and  friends.     Mr.  JefFer- 
fonis  invited  by  the  republican  party,  named 
Ahti-federalifts,  to  fucceed  George  Wafliing- 
ton  in  the  Prefident's  chair  of  the  United 
States,  the  latter  having  publicly  declared, 
that  he  will  not  continue  in  this  place,  al- 
though he  fhould  be  re-elefted  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  the  United   States. 
The  other  party  is  defirous  of  raifing  John 
Adams  to  that  ftation,  whofe  paft  fefvices, 
^nd  diftingoiifhcd   conduft  in  the  caufc  of 
liberty,  together  with   his  place  of  Vice- 
Prcfident,  give  him  alfo,   no    doubt,   very 
powerful  claims.      In  the  prefcnt  fitiiatioa 
of  the  United   States,  divided    as  th^^y   are 
between  two   paities,  which    mutually  ac- 
cufc  each  other  of  perfidy  and  trcafon,  and 
Uivolvcd   in  political    meafures   which  it  is 
equally  difficult  to  rctraft  and  to  purfue,  this 
staked  ftation  is  furrouhded  with  dangerous 
^ocks ;  probity,  a  zealous  attachment  to  the 
public  cauic^  and  the  mod  eminent  abilities, 

M2  ^'lU 
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will  not  be  fufficient  to  fteer  clear  of  the 
all.  There  exifts  no  more  in  the  Unit< 
States  a  man  in  a  fituation  fimilar  to  tb 
of  George  Waftiington.  On  his  firft  cle 
tion,  the  confidence  and  gratitude  of  ; 
America  were  concentrated  in  him.  Su< 
a  man  cannot  exift  in  the  prefent  conjuni 
ture  of  circumftances,  and  the  next  prcl 
dent  of  the  United  States  will  be  only  tl 
prefidcnt  of  a  party.  Without  being  tl 
enemy  of  one  of  the  pretenders,  one  cai 
not,  therefore,"Concur  in  the  wifh  which  1 
may  entertain  of  being  elevated  to  that  cod 
nent  poft.  The  fleeting  enjoyment  of  tl 
vanity  of  him,  who  (hall  be  eledled  prcfidcn 
may,  perhaps,  be  followed  by  the  keene 
pangs  of  grief  in  his  remaining  days.  Tl: 
two  fmall  towns  of  Charlotte- Ville  and  Mi 
ford  trade  in  the  produce  of  the  count] 
fituated  between  them  and  the  mountain 
They  alfo  form  a  fort  of  depot  for  the  con 
moditlesof  n)ore  diftant  parts  of  the  country 
elpecially  Milford,  where  the  navigation  be 
gins,  and  docs  not  experience  any  farther  in 
terruptiou  from  this  point  to  Richmonc 
The    water-carriage    of   merchandize    am 

commoditie 
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commodities  cofts  one  third  of  a  dollar  per 
hundred  weight.  The  trade,  which  in  a 
fmaJl  degree  is  alfo  carried  on  with  monev, 
is  chiefly  managed  by  barter,  becaufe  mo- 
ney is  fcarce,  and  notes  are  not  readily  re- 
ceived. The  price  of  land  is  from  four  to 
five  dollars  per  acre,  and  the  quantity  of 
land  to  be  fold  is  very  cdnfiderable.  Meat, 
ftai  is,  mutton,  veal  and  lamb,  fetches  four 
pence  a  pound  ;  beef  cannot  be  had  but  in 
winter.  The  wages  of  white  workmen,  fuch 
as  raafons,  carpeiiters,  cabinet-makers,  and 
foiiths,  amount  to  from  one  and  a  half  dol- 
lar to  two  dollars  a  day,  according  as  they 
arcfcarce  in  the  country.  During  the  pre- 
fcnt  feafbn  mafons  obtain  the  higheft  pay ; 
there  arc  not  four  ftone-mafons  in  the  whole 
county  of  Albemarle,  where  Monticello  is 
fihiated,  which  I  left  on  the  29th  of  June. 

WOODS-TAVERN.     CULTURE  OF  TO- 

BACCO. 

The  road  to  Woods^tofvern^  which  runs 
along  Jekney-creek,  and  through  woods,  is 
^icr^bly  good  and  even.     The  plantations 

M  3  continue 
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continue  to  be  thinly  fcattered,  and  the.pr 
prietors  cultivate  as  much  tobacco  as  tb 
can  employ  negroes.  But  here,  aS;. 
Jamer^River,  and  in  faft  throughout  Vj 
ginia,  toba,cco  is  yearly  replaced  by  >yhei 
"which  becomes  gradually  almoft  the  gcQei 
objeft  of  culture  ;  and  the  prefent  fall  ip  t 
price  of  wheat  does  not  feem  to  render  t 
planters  lefs  attached  to  this  change  iQ;th< 
fyftem  of  cultivation. 

The  culture  of  tobacco  is  difficult,  tro 
blefome^  and  uncertain.  It  is  fown  in  t 
month  of  March,  in  ^  fat  and  rather  mo 
ground* 

Before  the  fowing  time  the  land  is  c^ver 
with  fmall  branches  of  trees,  which  are  bur 
for  the  purpofe  of  deftroying  the  herbs  a 
roots,  that  might  injure  the  growth  of  t 
plant,  and  alfo  in  order  to  increafe  the  fi 
tility  of  the  foil  by  their  a(hes.  The  tobac 
is  thickly  fown  on  a  bed  in  the  mof^  ih< 
tered  corner  of  the  field.  This  bed  ^^is  c 
vered  with  branches,  left  the  froft  fhot 
hinder  the  unfolding  of  the  feed,  and  .pr 
vent  the  fprouting  of  the  plants,. ;..  Wii< 
they  are;threi5  qr  four  inches  feigh,  tbeysfti 

tranfplante 
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tianfplanted  into  a  field,  which  has  been 
well  manured  and  prepared  fpr  their  recep* 
tion.  A  negro  heaps  earth  around  the  plants, 
which  are  fet  four  feet  diftant*  from  each 
other  on  all  fides.  The  ground  is  con- 
ftantly  kept  clean  of  weeds,  and  all .  the 
leaves  are  taken  from  the  plant,  which  it  is 
thought  might  injure  its  perfeft  growth,  be^ 
ginning  always  with  thofe  that  .arc  next  the 
ground,  and  which  might  be  afFeded  by  the 
wet.  More  earth  is  heaped  around  the  ftalk  ; 
and  its  head  bruifcd  with  the  nail,  to  prevent 
its  running  up  too  high  ;  all  the  fprouts 
which  {hoot  forth  below  the  leaves  are  cut 
away,  and  all  the  leaves  fucceffively  torn 
off,  except  eight  or  nine,  which  alone  are 
icftoii  the  ftalk.  At  laft  when  the  plant  is 
wppofed  to  be  ripe,  which  happens  in  the 

njODth  of  Auguft,  it  is  cut,  left  feveral  days 

• 

^  the  field  to  dry  in  the  fun,  and  then  ear- 
ned into  the  barns,  where  every  plant  is 
ieparately  fufpended  by  its  undermoft  par^. 
Jfl  this  pofition  the  leaves  attain  by  deficca- 
tion  the  laft  degree  of  maturity,  but  not  all 
of  them  at  the  fame  time ;  for  this  deficca- 
tion,  which  in  regard  to  fome  is  completed 

M  4  within 
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within  two  days,  takes  with  refpe£l  to  otl 
feveral  weeks.     When  the  leaves  arc  \ 
fedly  dry,  they  are  taken  from  the  ftalkj 
laid  one  upon  another  in  fmall  parcels, 
moft  perfeft  leaves  muft  be  put  together, 
thofe  of  art  inferior  quality  feparated 
different  clafTes  i  this  is,  at  leaft,  the  mel 
followed  hy  fuch  planters  as  pay  moft 
tention  to  the  fabrication  of  their  toba 
Thefe  fmall  parcels  of  leaves,  tied  toge 
by  their  tails,  are  then  brought  under 
prefs,    and    afterwards    preffed    down 
hogflieads.    This  procefs  varies  more  or 
in  the  different  plantations,  but  the  variat 
are  not  by  ar^y  means  coniiderable. 

The  forts  of  tobacco,  cultivated  in  ^ 
ginia,  are  \\xt  fweet-jcented^  the  mod  eftc 
cd  of  all ;  the  big>  and  little^  which  fo] 
next ;  then  the  Frederick  ;  and,  laftly, 
cne^andall^  the  largeft  of  all,  and  which  yi 
moft  in  point  of  quantity.  The  iobj 
produced  in  thefe  parts  is  fold  either  at  ] 
ford  or  Richmond.  The  price  is  the  fa 
and  fo  is  the  freight,  which  amounts  to 
third  of  a  dollar  per  hundred  weight;  th 
alfo  the  cafe  in  regard  to  other  article 

merchand 
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m^rxhandize.     This  year  it  has  been  fold 

for     fix  dollars  and  two  thirds  per  hundred 

weight*      Three  years  ago  it  brought  no 

more  than  from  three  to  four  dollars.     A 

negro  can  cultivate  two  acres  and  a  half, 

and  as  each  acre  yields,  upon  an  average^ 

one  thoufand  pounds  of  tobacco,  each  negro 

can,    confequently,    produce   two   thoufand 

five  hundred  pounds.      But  the  culture  of 

tHis  plant  is,  as  has  already  been  ftated,  ex- 

trcrocly  troublcfome ;  it  is  cxpofed  to  a  great 

Variety  of  accidents,  which  cannot  always 

avoided,  and  which  deflroy  many  ftalks, 

fpoil  at  lead  many  leaves :    i  (I.  After 

plant  has  been  tranfplanted,  the  root  is 

ft^equcntly  attacked  by  a  fmall  worm,  which 

^^ufes  the  leaf  to  turn  yellow,  and  which 

**^\ift  be  taken  out  of  the  ground  with  the 

^ttgcrs,  to  fave  the  plant;      2d.  humidity 

^<>nimunicates  the  rot  to  the  plant,  that  is, 

Covers  it  with  red  fpots,  which  caufe  it  to 

*^otilder  away,  and  the  ftalk  is  loft;    3d* 

'Violent  winds  break  the  ftalk;  4th.  when 

^«e  leaves  are  at  the  point  of  attaining  their 

Maturity,   horn-worms  neftle  in  them,  at* 

*^ck  them,  and  completely  deftroy  the  plant, 

unlefs 
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unle is  they  can  be  torn  ofF;  5th.  when  the 
tobacco  is  cut  and  fpread  on  the  ground  to 
dry,  the  wet  impairs  its  quality;  The  fee4 
for  the  next  year  is  obtained  from  forty  to 
fifty  ftalks  per  acre^which  the  cultivator  lets 
run  up  as  high  as  they  will  groWj  without 
bruiting  their  heads. 

'  Mr.  Wood  cultivates  no  tobacco  on  the 
farm  where  he  keeps  his  inn,  but  {>il  an* 
other^  {qv€i\  miles  farther  diAant,  and  th^ 
only  fort  he  attends  to  is  one^arufr^ff*  Ncaf 
his  inn  he  cultivates  wheat  and  Indian  cofj% 
like  all  the  other  farmers  of  th?  diftridt 
but  he  dungs  his  fiel(js,  now  an4  thei>y  a94 
thus  prolongs  the  term  of  their  fertility.  Hf 
frequently  obtains  thirty  bufhels  of  whef^ 
per  acre,  and  all  his  produce  in  wheat  g^ 
.well  as  tobacco  is  fold  at  Milford.  .^ 

The  price  of  land  is  in  this  diftrift  thjp 
iame  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Mr,  JefFerfbn.  •  -^ 

Mr,  Wood's  inn  is  fo  good  and  cleaiolj 
"^-hcp  his  wife,  and  whole  family,  ar-e  ib 
kindly  officious  and  obliging,  that  I  cannot 
forbear  mentioning  thofc  circumftances  with 
pleafure*  Mr.  Wood  is  a  lively,  agreeable^ 
old  man ;  thirty-five  years  ago  he  fettled  m 

this 
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this  part  of  Virginia,  where  he  arrived  from 
Ireland,  and  has  amaffed  a  confiderable  for- 
tune, 

.     NORTH-GARDEN-MOUNTAINS. 

A  few  miles  beyond  Mr.  Wood's  inn, 

you  pafs  by  the  North-garden- Mountains* 

This  is  a  fmali  circle  of  mountains^ .  almoit 

cnt'urely   clofed,   which    contains   about  ten 

thoufand  acres  of  the  very  beft  land.     The 

richnels  of  the  foil,  and  the  variety  of  fitua- 

tions,  which  fits  it  for  ail  fpecics  of  culture, 

have  obtained  for  this  diftrift  the  name  it 

hears.     A  planter  has  made  there   within 

thefe  few  years  a  fuccefsful  trial  with  the 

vine;   he  puts   into   his   wine  brandy  and 

fugar,  and  imagines  that  the  wine  is  made 

^  the  faf7ie  manner  in  ail  countries  whence 

It  IS  exported  in  large  quantities.     He  does 

not  as  yet  produce  wine  enough  for  fale,  but 

the  Virsdnians  who  have  tailed  it  allow  it 

to  be  excellent,  and  he  will,  of  courfe,  find 

a  ready  market  when   he  (hall  be  able  to 

malce  a  fufficient  quantity. 

ROCKFISH. 
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ROCKFISH. 

During  the  whole  journey,  until  you  reach 
the  foot  of  the  B/>ckfJb,  you  continually  af* 
cend  and  defcend^  but  the  ground  rifes  all 
along  by  fenlible  degrees ;  the  plantations 
are  more  numerous,  but  the  buildings  con- 
fift  of  fmall  miferable  log-houfes^  although 
the  cultivated  fields  which  furround  them 
arc  tolerably  extenfive.  The  nearer  you 
approach  the  mountains  the  more  the  to* 
bacco-fields  grow  fcarce,  and  you  at  laft  fee 
nothing  but  wheat  and  Indian  corn.  Among 
all  the  farmers  I  have  met  with,  I  found  but 
one  who  was  not  diflatisiied  with  the  fall  ia 
the  price  of  wheat,  and  who  expreffed  him<P> 
fclf  on  this  fubjcdt  with  moderation  and 
judgement ;  all  the  reft  perceive  in  the  de« 
creafe  of  the  value  of  their  commodities 
their  approaching  ruin,  and  lament  it  with 
the  utmoft  grief.  At  length  you  reach  the 
foot  of  the  Blue-Mountains,  which  you  afl 
cend  by  a  road  two  miles  in  length,  that 
has  a  gentle  rife,  and  is  well  cut.  A  fmall 
additional  cxpcnce  would  have  rendered  it 

completely 
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completely    good    by   turning    ofF   feveral 
%ings,  which   fpoil  it  in   different  places. 
From  this  mountain  you  enjoy  an  extenfivc 
Profpeft  over  all  the  heights  you  have  juft 
Overfed ;    but  the  country  is  covered  with 
^ood  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  their  tops  only 
^^n  be  difcerned.    On  the  fummit  of  Rock- 
^^-Mountain    you    find    a    few    mifcrablc 
^oufes,   the   moft  confidcrable  of  which  is 
^^"^  abominable  inn,  full  of  bugs,  fleas,  and 
^H  kinds  of  ordure.     I  flopped  there,  for  I 
•^^d  no  choice.     All  the  inhabitants  of  the 
^la.ce  meet  here,  as  they  generally  do  in  the 
^'f>aall  inns  in  America,  to  fmoke  their  pipes, 
^^   drink  whilky,  and  relate  the  toils  of  the 
^ay :  politics  take  up  but  little  of  their  con- 
"^^riation.     Newfpapers  do  not  reach  Rock- 
^th,  and  the  number  of  families  is  too  fmall 
to  fupply  matter  for  the  "  chronique  fcanda-- 
l^ufe-^^  but  fegars  and  whilky  fatisfy  thefe 
good  people,   who  thus   fpend  in  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  in  the  evening  the  earnings  of 
the  whole  day.      The  landlord  of  the  inn 
has  alfo  a  diftillery   of  whilky,  which   he 
di/liJis  from  Indian  corn  and  wheat,  mixed 
ia  equal  proportion,  and  thus  ihcreafes  itd 

ftrengtb* 
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ftrength.      This  whilky  fetches  eight 
lings  pef  gallon.     The  addition  of  I 
corn   augments,    in    my   opinion,   the 
wholefomenefs  of  this  liquor ;    but  t 
immaterial  for  the   inn-kteper,  whof( 
care  is  to  difpofe  of  it  at  a  profitable 
A  ftore,  eftabliflied  on  the  top  of  the  r 
tain,  buys  the  produce  of  the  adjoining 
try,  which  is  offered  there  for  fale,  ai 
tails  the    merchandize   drawn  from 
'mond  by  the  way  of  Milford.     The 
keeper  tranfmits  alfo  to  Milford  tlie 
modities  of  the  country,  if  they  are  nc 
by  diretl  conveyance  to  Richmond, 
carriage  to  Milford  cofts  two  thirds  of 
lar  per  hundred  weight.      All  the  good 
at  this  (l^ore  are  feventy-tive  per  cent  c 
than  in  Philadelphia. 

The  land,  even  on  the  fummit  c 
mountain,  is  tolerably  good  ;  it  is  fown 
wheat,  and  produces  from  eight  to  t^ 
bufhels  per  acre.  The  culture  of  to 
terminates  at  the  foot  of  this  chain  of  n 
tains  ;  on  the  other  fide  not  a  leaf  is 
duced,  neither  the  foil  nor  climate 
fit  for  it.  It  is  alfo  here  that  ilill  nior 
•  •  :'  tur 
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tunately  the  fcourge  entirely  ftops,  known 
'^ndcr  the  name  of  uidles^  and  that  the  grslin 
<^n  be  prefervcd  as  lopg  as  it  fuits  the  con- 
venience of  the  owner,  without  being  threfli- 
^d.  The  laft  farmer  I  converfed  with,  be- 
Are  I  reached  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  told 
'^^e,  that  his  grain  was  infeded  with  that 

JOURNEY  FROM  ROCKFISH  TO 

STAUNTON. 

The  mountain,  whofe  fummit  cannot  be 
^^ched  from  the  other  fide  tilf  after  afcend- 
^^g  two  miles,  is  defcended  by  a  road  which,' 
^  moft,  is  only  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in 
^^ngth,  though  it  flopes  as  gently  as  the  for- 
mer, a  ctrcumftancc  which  proves  how  much 
the  ground  rifes  from  one  ridge  to  another 
1^  this  feries  of  mountains,  which  contains 
four  fuch  ftages.     The   country,  as  far  as 
Staunton,   is  thus  conftantly  rifing.      The 
^habitations  are  in  this  diftridt  more  nume- 
''^us  than   on  the  other   fide   of  the  Blue- 
Mountains,  but  the  houfes  are   miferable  ; 
nican  fmall  log-houfes^  inhabited  by  families 

which 
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which  fwarm  with  children.     There  exiilff 
here  the  fame  appearance  of  mifery  as  in  the 
back  parts  of  Pennfylvania.      The  inhabi- 
tants are  mofl  of  them  emigrants  from  the 
county  of  Lancafter,  from  Maryland,  and 
the  environs  of  Reading  and  Carlifle.  They 
purchafe  land  in  thefe  back  parts  of  Vir* 
ginia  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  they  fold  that 
which  they  quitted.     They  clear  an  addi- 
tional portion  of  land,  and  fell  it  again  oa 
the  firft  opportunity,  in  order  to  remove  into 
Kentucky,  or  Teneffee.    Thefe  are  the  main 
points  of  direflion  for  the  emigration  from 
Virginia,  where  moft  of  the  families  from 
Pennfylvania  and  Maryland  fettle  only  for  a 
certain   time.     Some   of  the  ancient  inha* 
bitants   of   Virginia   emigrate   alfo   to    the 
weflern  parts,  and  it  is  a  certain  fa6l,  that 
the  ftate  lofes  yearly  more  than  it  gains  by 
emigration.      In   the   county    of   Augufta^ 
which    is   entered  after   pafling   the  Blue- 
Ridge,  the  price  of  land  is  higher  than  in 
the  county  of  Albemarle,     It  is  difficult  to 
account  for  this  fa6l,  as  the  produce  of  the 
country  is  retailed  at  a  rate  fomewhat  cheap- 
er, although  the  incrcafed  expence  for.  the 

carriage 
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carria^ge  to  market  fhould,   it  feems,  raife 

its  price.     Land  cofts  from  ten  to  twelve 

dblJars  the  acre.    All  fpecies  of  grain,  hemp, 

and  flax,  are  cultivated  here,  but  with  as 

little  Ikill  as  in  the  preceding  counties.    As 

there  SLTt  no  rich  planters  ill  this  diftrift,  the 

number  of  negroes  is  inconfiderable  ;  yet  all 

tbcfc      petty    planters,    however   poor    and 

wretched  they  appa;rent;ly  are,  have  one  flavo 

who  fliares  in  their  toils  and  diftrefs.- 

STAUNTON,  AND  THE  PRINCIPAL 
MINERAL  SPRINGS  IN  THE  NEIGH- 
BOURHOOD. 

On  defccnding  the  Blue-Mountains,  the 
South-Kiver,  or  Ibuthern  branch  of  the 
Shenandoah,  is  croffed ;  and,  before  Staun- 
ton is  reached,  the  creeks  Chriftian  and 
.  Lewis  are  pafled,  which,  at  a  few  miles  di- 
ftance  from  that  fpot,  empty  themfelvcs  into 
the  Sh^uandoah. 

Staunton  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of 

Aug^pfta.     From  its  being  in  the  centre  of 

a  group  of  hillsi  it  is  one  of  the  places  in 

Virginia  where  the.  heat   is  m^ft   intenfe. 

Vol.  III.  N  "  and, 
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above  all^  moil  oppreffive  aod  iatolei 
Some  houfes  conftrudled  on  the  height 
joy  a  little  more  air,  but  they  arc  coma 
ed  by  other  neighbouring  oaountains,  i 
frequently  prevent  the  air  from  rem 
them,  and  very  feldom  fuflFerit  ti^  c 
late.  The  land  ia  the  netghboDrbi 
not  remarkably  fruitful,  k  would  be  4ij 
to  account  for  this  fpot  having  beear  c 
for  the  fite  of  a  town  in  preference  tab 
but  for  the  numerous  fprings  of  exc 
water»  and  a  rivti^let^  which  buriiog  fi 
hill  near  the  town,  turns  two  miik 
might  turn  many  more  if  there  wei^  r 
enough  to  eftablilh  them,  and  a  fiifl 
quantity  of  corn  to  be  ground.     The 

rivulet  forms  the  Middle-River^  whid 

» 

pties  itfelf  into  the  Shenandoah. 

The  moft  frequented  road  to  the  ^ 
fiMvm^  and  hot  fpriftgs  at  Oreeniridf 
from  thence  to  Kentucky,  pafles  th 
Staunton,  and  makes  it  a  con(iderabl< 
roughfare.  Eight  inns-  are  eftabliflied 
three  of  which  are  large,  and  frcq; 
full.'  Thewdr^  and  tot  Jprings  arc 
county  of  Au^^ufta^  towards  the  Ibui 

J 
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Jamcs-Rivcr.     They  are  eight  miles  diftant 
from  each  other,  and  ftrorigly  impregnated 
with  fulphor.  The  temperature  of  the  warm 
j^^  is  ninety-two  degrees  of  Fahrenheit, 
♦Irhich  are  equal  to  twenty-fix  degrees  and 
two  thirds   of  Reaumur  ;    that  of  tlie  bat 
Jfrings  one  hundred  and  twelve  degrees  of 
Fahrenheit,  equal  to  thirty-fix  degrees  and 
five  ninths  of  Reaumur.    Thefe  two  fpringS 
afe  confidered  to  be  very  efficacious  in  rheu- 
matic complaints,  and  in  all  cafes  where  it 
is  liccefTary  to  purify  the  blood.     The  fweet 
J^gs  arc  in  the  county  of  Botetourt^  forty 
AOesfrom  the  others,  and  near  another  fource 
of  James^River.    They  are  quite  cold.     The 
accommodations  are  not  remarkably  good  in 
any  of  thefe  three  places,  although  they  are 
flmeh  frequented. 

Staunton  contains  about  eight  hundred 
kdiabitants,  a  fourth  of  whom  are  negroes. 
The  boufes  are  tokrably  well  built.  From, 
fifteen  to  eighteen  flores  receive  the  pro- 
^Bce  of  the  back  country,  which  chiefly 
Gohfi^  in  wheat,  Indian  com,  rye,  hemp, 
Onfeed,  wax,  and  honey.  Pretty  large  quan- 
tities of  bear-fkins  arid  beavei'^ikins  are  alfb' 

N  2  carried 
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-carried  thither,  as  well  as  ox-hides,  for  th 

'  •  .     .  ■ , 

fupply  of  a  tan-yard,  which  has  been  ^efta 
bUftied  in  the  place.  The  goods  fold  by  tl: 
ftore-keepers  are  brought  direftly  from  Ba 
timore,  yet  more  frequently  from  Philadd 
phia^  as  the  fmall  capitals  of  the  merchani 
of  Richmond  do  not  allow  them  to  sjive  \ 
long  credit,  as.  the  Staunton, . traders  can  ot 
tain  in  thofe  t>vo  large  cities,  where  the 
alfo  find  a  cheaper  market.  The  trade  < 
Staunton  has  decreafed  of  late  years  on  ac 
count  of  the  cflablifhmcnt  of  feveral  fma 
towns  in  the  county  of  Greenbriar,  as  th 
Aore-keepejs  in  thofe  places  buy  up  fonn 
of  the  commodities  which  were-  former) 
brought  to  Staunton,  and  fupply  the  faiu 
pajTts  -of  tJic  country  with  articles  of  mej 
chandize  which  were  onginally  fupplied  h 
Staunton. 

Two  market-days  are  weekly  kept  in  tl 
town,  but  the  market  is  badly  furiiiflie 
\v:ith  provifions.  Meat  fells- at  fix  peiice 
pound.  Flour  fetches,  about  eleven  doUaj 
the  barrel .;  it  is  fine  and  white,  and  of 
taftc  iniinitely.fupcrior  tQ  tliat  on  the  othc 
fide  of  t^ciJfiluc^iMt^untuins.     The  price  g 

a  town 
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alowii-lot  of  one  acre  varies- -according  to 
its  pofition,  from  fixty  to  a  hundred  dollars. 
This  country  is  not  free  from  bilious  fevers 

• 

^n  autumn,  yet  they  ate  lefs  frequent  than- 
^n  the  low  countries.     Four  phyficians  are- 
^^abliflied  in  this  fmall  town,  vt^hofepfafticc- 
^5  Very  ex  ten  five.  ■    .  ; 

A  ncw(j)apcr   is    publifhed  at    Staunton' 
^^ice  a- week,  and  another  is  received  there- 
eVcry  week  from  Wiiichefter.-    Thefe  pa-- 
P^rs,  it  is  true,  are  rather  warm  in  defence 
of  the   French  caufe,  yet   they  are  written 
w^ith  moderation,  and  never  attack  dire6Hy 
or  indirc611y  the  government  of  the  United 
States.     As  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  they 
are  but  little  read. 

I  had  a  confiderable  inflammation  in  my 

^ycs,  which  increafcd  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 

on  my  arrival  at  Staunton  I  was  abfolutely 

blind.      In   order    to   get   rid   of  it,   I   was 

obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  bleeding,  phyfic, 

and  blifters,  and  to  remain  four  days  in  that 

fmall  town.    Thisdiftemper,  which  I  caught 

at  Monticello,  is  very  common  throughout 

this  country  in  the  hotteft  part  of  the  feafon, 

N  3  efpccially 
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cfpecially  with  thofe  who  e^pofe  themfelves   - 
to  the  fan. 

During  my  ftay  at  the  inn  where  I  Ipdg^    - 
ed^  I  iaw  great  numbers  of  travellers  pals  -= 
by,  who  were  either  merchants  or  feljers  of^ 
land,  going  to  Greenbriar  and  Carolina,  or 
perfons  on  their  way  to  the  medicinal  fpring^ 
for  relief  from   rheumatic  pains,  or  other 
maladies,  which  they  h^d  cbntra£ted  in  the 
low  countries.     The  political  opinions  thcj 
delivered  in  the  courfe  of  converfation  were? 
remarkably  good«    The  declaration  made  by 
the  Prefident,  that  he  will  not  be  a  candid 

date  at  the  next  eledion,  was  the  cornmOR 

'     '    ■    ■        ■     .  '  * 

topic ;  and  while  they  unanimoufly  declarp4 
that  Mr.  JefFerfon  (hould  \>e  his  fuccefibr. 
they  were  at  the  fame  time  clearly  pf  opi- 
nion  that  nothing  could  repair  hi?  lofs. 

A  prefb)  teriaii  church  has  been  built  at 
Staunton  ;  it  is  well  frequented  evcrv  Sun- 
day  by  the  followers  of  that  fedt,  as  well  as 
b)  perfons  of  different  religious  perfuafions* 
A  Baptift  preacher  delivers  now  and  thcq  ^ 
fevmon  in  this  church,  which  does  not,  how- 
ever,  make  the  leaft  alteration  in  the  cp^w 
polition  of  the  audience. 

The 
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The  inhabitants   of  Staunton,  like   the 

ncrality  of  Virginians,  are  fond  of  gamb- 

14i^g  and  betting,     I    witneflcd   there  two 

iferable  horfe-races.     The  beft  horfe  was 

worth    (ixty    dollars,    and     the    bets 

mounted  to  three  or  four  hundred.     But 

money  is  by  no  means  plentiful,  they  lay 

Icnives,    watches,    &c.    &c.       I   haVe    fecn 

tt^vclve  watches  depofited  in   the  hands  of 

the    fame    umpire.      With    refpeft   to  the 

Qiaimers   of  the    people   here,  they  are  in 

g^ricral  much  like  thofe  of  Richmond,  nor 

^'^   they  aftuated  by  a  fuperior  defire  to  diC- 

^^Urge  the  debts  which  they  contraft. 


'^^UR  FROM  STAUNTON  TO  WIN- 
CHESTER.    KEYSSEL-TOWN. 

The  road  from  Staunton  to  Winchefter 
^^^18  into  two  diredlions,  ten  miles  from  the 
^^rmer  pbce,  but  the  two  roads  thus  formed 
j^ia  again  thirty  miles  farther  on.     We  bad 
^n  advifed  to  ftrike  into  the  old  road,  as 
being  the  beft,  and   we   preferred   it  ac- 
cordingly ;   I  fay  we^  for   Mr.  Guillemard 
had  rejoined  me.     The  road  as  far  as  that 

N  4  fork, 
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forJc,  and  even  far  beyond  it,  offers  no  in- 
terefting  objeds  ;  it  is  good,  but,  to  judge 
from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  it;iiiu{l  be 
almoft  impaflable  in  winter.  Rocks  are  very 
numerous;  the  habitations  do  not  fland  at  a 
great  diftance  from  the  road,  but  they  have 
a  mean  appearance. 

Fourteen  miles  from  Staunton,  a  w^oman 
who  keeps  an  inn,  or  at  lea-ft  who  aflumed 
the  title  in  an  advertifement  over  her  door, 
was  not  able  to  furnifli  us  a  breakfad:  iu 
her  hut,  the  moft  filthy  and  naftv  I  have 
hitherto  met  with  throughout  America. — 
Three  miles  farther  on,  we  were  at  coa- 
fiderable  pains  to  obtain  one,  which  fell 
much  ihort  of  fatisfying  the  ca'ls  of  hunger. 
As  we  could  not  entertain  the  Icail  hopes 
of  getting  a  dinner  at  Snap's  (this  is  the 
name  of  the  mafter  of  this  fcccnd  inn),  tvc 
were  compelled  to  brave  the  intolerable  heat 
of  the  noon-tide  fun,  and  to  proceed  four 
miles  farther  on,  to  Keyflel-Town,  a  toifliVi 
which,  though  only  twenty,  years  old,  is  al- 
ready falling  into- decay.  It  is  an  affemblage 
of  about  twenty  mifcrable  houfcs,  four.of 
which    are   whilky-houfcs.       The   land    is 

generally 
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generalFy  godd,  and  fetches"  upon ' ah*  ave- 

.*"age  from  fifteen  to/fevente^n   dollar's  the 

• 

acre;*ihut  uplands  fell  oflly  for  four  or  fivei 

-KcyflTel-Towh   ftands  clofe  '^o  the  Peaked^ 

iVlouritains,  a  ridgfeiwhicli-  ^fetches,  without 

t^e  leaft   interruption,   from    the    northern 

t>^anch  of  the  Shenandoah- to  Ndwton^  that 

-^^^  about  fixty  miles  in  a  direiSlion  parallel  to 

^-^"^e  Bluc-Moimtains,  which  are  fifteen  miles 

iftant.     This  chain  is,  in  faft,  only  a  con- 

iiuation  of  the   fame   mountain  ;    for  the 

mmit  forms  throuehout  its  whole  extent 

ftraight  line,  uninterrupted  by  flight  dif- 

rences  in  point  of  form.      The  ftate   of 

"^Iturc  is  here  much  the  fame  as  in  all  the 

receding  diftrich  ;    large  quantities  of  land 

^"^1  pofleffion  of  the  fame   owner,  and   put 

^  ^'Mo  cultivation  until    they  are  completely' 

'^^hauftcd.      Hemp,  which  grows  very  fine, 

^^  cultivated  throughout  the  whole  of  this- 

Country,  but  flax  is  merely  attended  to  cif 

Account  of  the  feed.     The  number  of  cattlt^ 

•  "• 

^s  very  confiderable,  but  they  are  conftamFy^ 
kept  in  the  woods.  There  are  but  very  fe\v"' 
fiiriners  who  fltall  them,  even  in  winterf 
althouorh  the  froft  is  for  three  months  vcrv' 


leverc 


t  • 
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ievere :  they  then  Utrew  a  few  handfi 
bad  bay  before  the  door,  which  thefe 
lean  animals  come  to  eat ;  and  this 
Jaft  until  the  next  day,  when  they  r 
6Sr  the  fame  fcanty  fupply.     Dung  it 
(equently  little  valued  in  this  country, 
though  this  is  the  general  method,  yet 
are  (bme  exceptions  for  the  better. 

On  the  journey  from  Staunton  to  Ke 
Town  we  pafs  the  nfirthern  branch  c 
Shenandoah,  and  the  Middle-Creek, 
phyiicians  and  four  inn-keepers  confl 
the  principal  population  of  Keyffel-T 
One  of  the  phyficians  is  alfo  mafter  i 
inn ;  the  other,  a  German  by  birth,  forr 
employed  in  the  Dutch  fervice  at  Ba 
and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  the  h 
tals,  enjoys,  it  is  faid,  feme  reputatiic 
the  country-  We  were  told  that  p< 
frequently  come  forty  miles  to  confult 
His  name  is  Dr.  Hall ;  we  faw  him 
ieems  to  poflefs  more  knowledge  than 
ficians  gienerally  do  in  this  country ;  but 
diftindion  is  no  peculiar  ground  of  pj 
This  doctor,  who  arrived  in  America 

■  * 

teen  years  ago^  has  fqcceflively  refided  ii 
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fet^  of  ^pw-Vork,  Jcrfey,   and  different 

parts  pf  Virgiftia,     In  the  laft  inftance  he 

quitted  t^  wcftprn  mountains,  three  years 

^ncc,  to  fettle  in  Ke^ffetTown ;  he  fold  for 

^ftcen  hundred  dollar?  ninety  acres  of  land^ 

and  a  ^Quk,  ^yhich  two  ycar$  before  he  had 

ipurchaled  fpr  two  hundred  and  forty,  and 

erp  })e  had  actually  made  Come  improve- 

nts«     f  mentiot^   this   fdQ,   becaule  in- 

ices  of  a  (imilar  kind  feldom  happen  iu 

country.      They   depend    undoubtedly 

peculiar  circumflances  ;  for,  as  has  al« 

dy  b^^n   pbferyedy  the  increafe   of  the 

fje  qf  l^ind  in  Virginia  is  far  from  keep- 

pape  with  the  rapid  progreflion  it  ex- 

Tiences  \n  the  northern  States,  and  which 

^tns  to  commence  in   South-Carolina.— 

cat  19  fold  for  three  pence  a  pound,  and 

^  por|:  for  from  four  to  five.     Some  in* 

li^lntants  of  t)iefe  parts  buy  up  fait  pork  ia 

^^^i^briar^Cou^tyf  and  retail  it  here.    They 

?v|rc|^fd[^  it  for  five  pence,  and  fell  it  for  nine. 

Wclaw  ^t  Mr-  Snap's  a  waggon  loaded  with 

tluny  hupdr^d  weight  of  this  article,  which 

W«g  to  be  fold  in  the  environs  of  Frcdc^r 

ni^yrg.    The  <pil  cgnfifts  jn  general  <»f 

calcareous 
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calcareous  earth,  and  the  tippettnoft  layer' 
is  clay,  which  is  freijuently  fo  red,  that  you  - 
would  fuppofe  it  to  fee '  of  a  ferrugirious  na — 
ture.    The  habitations  are  pretty  nunierous»  - 
but  mean  and  poor.      Sortie   mills  on  the 
creek  do  not  look  quite  fo  wretched  j  but 
there  is  not  one  good  houfe,  not  one  good 
ftable,  and  not  one  good  barn,  even  on  the 
dlatcs  of  the  moft  confidcrable  farmers. 

FREY.  •  :■  •  ••  '•    ' 

•  ■ 

The  houfe  of  one  Pickerings  twelve  ttriles 
from  Keyffcl-Town,  had  been  pointed'  out 
to  US'  as  a  comfortable  maniion.  We  did 
not  find  Pickering  there,  but  Frey^  *a  Ger-^ 
man,  to  whom  the  former  fold  it  laft  year, 
and  who  had  cftabliflicd  himfelf  here  Ibmc 
weeks  before  our  arrival.  The  houfe  tiras" 
in  fo  wretched  a  ftate  as  to  be  feen  through- 
on  all  fides  ;  there  was  nothing  to  cat  cither 
for  man  or  horfe,  nor  was  there  any  driiik  tos 
be  '  got  but  whilky.  We  were,  however, 
obliged  to  content  ourfeLves  with  this  hut ; 
for-it  was  night,  and  wc  fhould  have  been 
obliged  16 -frfevel  four  miles  more  in  fearch 

of 


'  •  t  ^ 
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of  another  inn,  which  perhaps  might  not 
have  been  betten  We  accordingly  accom- 
modated oprfelves  to  circvin)ftances,  and  were 
iaformcd  that  this  t^cy,  the  fon  of  a  Ger- 
5aau,carae  laft  year  from  Reading,  and  paid 
three  hundred- and  twenty  dollars  for  his 
houfe,  two  diftillerics,  which  belong  to  it, 
andfixty-two  acres  of  good  land.  This  traft 
of  country  is  peopled  by  one  and  the  fame 
fcrtof  emigrants,  who  come  from  Lancaftcr 
and  Reading,  good  fubjeds,  honeft  people, 
cuddling  cultivators  ;.but  awkward,  rude, 
^niuformcd,  and  dirty.  Thcfe  qualities  and 
inconveniences  characterize  all  the  fcttlcrs 
^^  America  who  arc.  Germans,  or  fons  of 
Germans.  . 

'  The  air  here  is  fo  intenfcly  hot,  and  the 
raj's  of.  the  fun  beat  with  fuch  violence,  at 
this  fcafon.  of  the  year,-,  that.  to.  render  tra- 
velling during  the  ,day  at  iall  tolerable,  it  is 

neceflary  to.  4cpart  even  before  daybreak  ; 

and  to  reft  /r,om  feyen  or  eight  h)  the  morn- 

■ 

iug  till  five] in  the  evening;  when  the  tra- 
veller mufl  let  forward  again,  to  make  a 
moderate  day's  journey  before  the  arrival  of 
nighty   .  With  thcfe  hours   one  can  I'eldoni ; 

proceed 
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proceed  more  than  five  aAd  twehty  tUSki  z 
day ;  for  it  is  neccflary,  both  to  the!  rh 
and  his  horfe,  to  travel  at  an  ciSy  pa 
The  fun  begins  to  fcorch  a$  foon  as  |l!  tiki 
at  five  in  the  morning  the  heat  j$  alrtadv 
inconvenient ;  in  the  evening  it  is  exceffir^ 
till  fun-fet ;  and  even  long  after  the  (itti  i^ 
down,  the  ground  and  all  the  furrGtfndio 
objects  are  impregnated  with  heat,  and  c6n* 
tinue  to  refledt  it  upon  the  traveller.      Bu 
after  all,  though  the  air  li  ftiltry  throagh  th^^^ 
whole  day,  I  have  always  fufFercd  lefe  fi 
it  than  from  the  burning  rays  of  the  fori 
which  to  me  were  terrible.     And  very  o^ 
ten,  in  defpight  of  the  management  I  hav^ 
talked  of,  the  traveller  lofes  the  advantage 
of  part  of  his  precautions,  from  the  want  oi 
inns  at  convenient  diftainces  ;   being 
pelled,  whatever  he  may  6ndure,  to  procec 
further  into  the  morning  than  ci^ht  o'fclotek 
and  to  begin  his  journey  again  earlier 
five  in  the  evening.     This  happened  to  u 
yefterday,  which  was  the  5th  of  July.     Wi 
could  find  no  place  to  reft  at,  till  noon 
and  were  obliged  to  fet  out  again  at  fbur^ 
to  reach  oiir  miferable  inn  by   the   ti 


NORTH  AVLtt^iCA,  0ANA|)A^  &C.  l^f 

ni^Iit  began  to  fall.  Travelling  in  this 
taanner  defeats  the  intention  of  one  who 
travek  from  curiofity ;  for,  bcfide  his  being 
ia  danger  of  falling  (ick,  he  arrives  at  the 
cud  of  his  day's  journey  fo  fatigued  as  to  be 
lacapable  of  exertion,  and  unfit  for  enquiry. 
He  can  fcarcely  go  twenty  paces  from  his 
ii^n,  to  fee  an  objed  worthy  of  being  vifited ; 
^«^cl  has  barely  ftrength  to  fupport  a  languid 
c^ciftence, 

Newmarket  was   the  firft  place  where 

^^  flopped  ;  it  is  eight  miles  diftant  from 

^^^x  wretched    night-quarters,   from  which 

^^«  were    not   able   to  fet  out  as   foon  as 

^'^^  could  have  wiflied.     The  afpeftof  the 

Country  does  not  offer  the  lead  variety  of 

^icws.     On  fbme  farms  we  now  and  then 

^^c  banis,  better  (locked  then  they  gefaerally 

^re  in  this  part  of  the  country  ;  but  the 

dwellings  are  all  fmall  log-houfes,  and  the 

calture  is  bad.     Between   Frey's   inn  and 

Newmarket  the  two  branches  of  the  road 

join  again  into  one.     Newrharket  is  a  more 

confiderable  place  than  Keyflel-Town ;  the 

buildings  are' much  of  the  fame  conftruflion, 

but  in  a  better  condition.     It  is  alfo  fituated 

in  a  more  exteniive  plain  than  wc  have  fecn 

in 
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in  our  travels  between  the  mountains.:.  .'As 
to  the  pric?  of  cOmiTio^itie^,  the  manners  of 
the  inhabitants^  and  the  culture  of  the.  foil, 
the  difference  is  fo  very  trifling,  as  not  to 
defcrve  any  notice. 

THE  VALL^IY  AND   RIVER   SHENAN- 

DOAH.    PEATON.      . 

After  an  up  and  down  hill  journey  of  five 
miles   farther   on.  a  road  filled  with   loofe 
ftoncs,,\ve  entered  the    valley  of  Shenan*' 
doah,  where  meadows^  become    more    fre- 
quent.    The  heat  of  the  day  did  not  allow . 
us  to  proceed  farther  than  Peaton's  houfe,. 
where,  contrary  to  what  we  had  been   led 
to  expecV,  wc  found  the  bcft  ac.commoda- . 
tion  we  have  met  with  fince  wc  left  Staun- 
ton.     Peiiton   kept  J'ormerly   an    inn,    but 

■   *     •       •'  •     ■    ■ 

having    bought,    a    twelvemonth    fince,    a. 

prcttv    confulerablc    eftate   at    the    foot    of 

'•',■.■  .  .    .       .     ■ 

the    Bkic  Mountains,   this  new  acquifitioa 

engroflcs  almolT:  his  whole  time  and  atten- 

tion.    His  wife  and  chil_dren  continue^  how- 

•     .    "    .  .   ■  "      "    .    ' '.        ..■■'. 

ever,  in   his   ancient  habita-ion,   where  he 

has  taken  down  the  fign,  but  continues  to 

receive 
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receive  travellers  who  choofe  to  ftop  at  his 
houfc.  The  diftcrcncc  between  theie  houlcs, 
which  arc  pretty  numerous  in  Virginia,  and 
inns,  or  ordinaries  as  they  are  called  in  this 
State,  is,  that  in  the  latter  all  pcrlons  are 
admitted  without  diltindlion,  but  in  the  for- 
mer none  are  received. but  travellers.  Thcv 
are  thus  exempted  from  noilc,  drunken  quar- 
rels, bad  payment,  and  the  charges  fcfi  a  li- 
cence. For  fuch  houfcs,  therefore,  if  they 
are  well  known,  it  is  a  clear  profit  to  take 
down  the  fign.  But  the  inn-keepers  look 
\3p0n  them  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  do  not 
point  them  out  to  travellers ;  and  but  for 
the  heat  of  the  fun,  which  forced  us  to  leek 
fliclter  wherever  we  hoped  we  miorht  be  able 
to  oi)tain  it,  wc  (houltl  not  have  ll:opj)ed  at 
Peaton's.  We  were  very  well  treated  there, 
and  if  we  had  not  been  fortunate  enough  to 
have  llopped,  we  Ihouid  have  been  obliged 
to  ird  ten  miles  farllicr  to  find  even  a  bad 
ii]n.  Befides,  it  was  high  time  for  us  to 
ftop  ;  for  I  felt,  already  the  iymptoms  of  a 
fever,  which  prevented  me  from  proceeding 
anv  farther  in  the  evening  air. 

Wheat  is  cultivated  in  this  part  of  the 
Vol.  III.  O  country, 
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country^  as  in  all  the  preceding  diftr 
The  harveft  has  but  juft  begun,  although 
wheat  is  over-ripe.  It  is  much  infeded  \ 
the  roty  and  mowed  with  the  fickle  a 
Europe.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  1 
Mountains,  prejudices,  ignorance,  and 
habits  of  the  negroes,  oppofe  the  iiitroc 
tion  of  the  fickle,  although  fome  fiatrnc 
who  are  aware  that  the  ufual  mode  of  m 
ing  with  the  fcythe  caufes  a  confider 
lofs  of  grain,  wifh  to  introduce  it. 
moft  of  them  are  incapable  of  obferva 
or  refledlion*  Mowing  with  the  fcyche  b 
the  ufual  way,  they  think,  in  common  ' 
the  negroes,  that  it  is  the  beft.  But  [ 
where  the  white  people  work  them^fi 
with  the  negroes,  and  where  a  great  nuc 
of  huftandmen  arrive  from  countries  w 
the  fickle  is  made  ufe  of,  they  find  no  < 
culty  in  mowing  with  the  fickle.  The  j 
of  land  is  here  much  the  fame  as  in  Keji 
Town ;  ic  is  confequently  twice  as  dca 
land  of  the  lame  quality  on  the  other  -fie 
the  Blue  Mountains.  * 

We  meet  frequently  in  the  road  h 
waggons,  covered  with  ftrong  linen, 

ibmeti 
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^metimes  alfo  with  bear-lkins,  drawn  by 
ft)ur  or  fix  horfes.  It  is  in  fuch  waggons 
that  the  produce  of  the  country  of  Teneflccy 
lientucky,  and  the  back  parts  of  Virginia, 
as  well  as  ikins  and  hides,  are  conveyed  to 
the  ports  of  Alexandria,  but  more  frequently 
to  thofe  of  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  and 
tbey  bring  back  in  return  the  produdlions  of 
Evirope  and  the  colonies. 

JOURNEY  TO  STRASBURGH. 

A  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Peaton's  houfe 
^^^  trofs   the    river    Shenandoah,  which   is 
rather  narrow,  but  very  clear  there,  and  flows 
*^n  a  deep  bed,  often  obftruded  by   rocks. 
T!lie  banks  of  it  are,  in  feme  inftances,  co- 
^crcd  with  fine  natural  grafs.     The  country 
Wc  traverfe,  as  far  as  tVoqdJiock^  has  but  few 
iills,  is  tolerably  inhabited,  and  is  more  open 
than  before  ;  but  the  houfes  gain  nothing 
either  in  point  of  convenience  or  outward 
appearance.     Woodftock  is   the  capital   of 
the  county   of    Shenandoah.      This  town 
chiefly  confifts  of  log-houfes,  and  contains 
from  feventy  to  eighty  houfes,  a  court-houfe, 

O  2  and 
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and  a  bad  prifon,  like  all:  the  towns  of 
county.  It  was  formerly  nanned  Mili 
Town,  after  the  name  of  the  proprietoi 
ground  on  which  it  was  built ;  but  the  le 
lature  of  Virginia,  which  feveral  years 
had  changed  this  fyftem  of  nomenclat 
has  L;ivcn  it  the  prcfcnt^name.  Some  i 
diers,  carpenters,  fmiths,  battens,  and  e 
watch-makers,  have  eftablifhed  themfc 
in  this  fmall  town,  which  is  inhabited 
Germans,  as,  in  fa6l,  are  all  the  other  pi 
in  this  part  of  Virginia,  Negroes  arc 
numerous,  and  only  to  be  found  in  h 
families  ;  there  are  no  more  than  five  h 
drcd  of  them  in  this  county,  and  the  wl 
population  amounts  nearly  to  12,000  inh 
tants. 

Between  Woodftock  ?i\\AStraJburgh^ 
merly  Stover s-Toivn,  the  ground  is  extrer 
ftony,  and  the  habitations  are  very  few. 
mile  on  this  fide  of  Stralburgh  the  fpecie 
wood  fliews  that  the  foil  is  better ;  the  w 
ftene  is  changed,  the    country   opens, 
chain  of  Peaked  Mountains  terminates, 
we  dcfcend  into   what  may  be  called 
Yalley  of  Shenandoah ;  for  it  is  on  this-j: 
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where  it  really  begins,  at  leaft  for  the  tra- 

vellen    Meadows  well  furniftied  with  timo- 

thy.grafs  and  clover  are  interfpcrfed  with 

fields  of  wheat  and  Indian  corn,  and  with 

orchards,  which  abound  with  apple-trees  in 

^his  diftrift.    .Land  cofts  here  from  eighteen 

^o  twenty-eight  dollars  the  acre,  and  there 

^s  but  little  to  be  fold  in  this  town,  which 

^s   entirely  inhabited  either  by  Germans,  or 

cbildren  of  Germans,     The  fields  are  ma- 

^^red,  and  produce  from  fifteen  to  twenty- 

fi  Ve  bufliels  of  wheat  per  acre.    They  plough 

^ith  horfes,  none  of  which  can  be  bought 

^nder  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  al- 

^'^ovigh  the  recent  fall  in  the  price  of  flour 

alfo  leffened  their  value,  as  well  as  that 

all  commodities. 

T?he,  farmi^rs  find  no  diflSculty  in  procur- 

*^^g  white  labourers,  whom  they  pay  at  the 

of  ten  dollars  per  month,  half  a  dollar 

T  day,  and  four  (hillings  during  the  har- 

^^ft.     The  cows  are   very   fine,    they   are 

^r^d  in  the  cpuntry,  and  fold  for  twenty  dol- 

*^rs.     Confiderablc    numbers   of  cattle    are 

''^^ared,   and   more    particularly  fattened   in 

^e  paftures,  and  then,  as  \vcll  as  the  fheep 

O  3  and 
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and  pigs,  which  arc  alfo  very  numerous,  fent 
to  the  markets  of  Baltimore  and  Philadel* 
phia.     The  wool,  not  ufed  in  famiHes  for 
manufafturing  necdflary  clothing,  fcrves  to 
fupport  fomc  hat-manufa6lories,  which  have 
been  cftabliihed  in  the  country.     Some  mer- 
chants of  the  town  purchafe  of  fmall  far* 
mers  the  whole  produce  of  their  land,  but 
the  rich   landholders  fend   it  themfelves  to 
Philadelphia.   Flour  fetches,  at  this  moment 
but  feven  dollars  per  barrel  at  Stralburgh^ 
and  meat  three  pence  a  pound.     Strafburgb 
contains  two  churches  ;  an  Anglican,  which 
is  called  the  high  church  in  this  country,  and 
a  Prefbyterian-meeting. 

Before  we  reached  the  town,  we  found  in* 
the  woods  feveral  fnakes  near  the  road; 
among  others,  a  black  ferpcnt,  thin,  long, 
and  which  glides  with  great  fwiftnefs,  and 
the  fiiake  known  by  the  name  of  the  glafs« 
fnake,  from  its  being  as  tranfparent  and  brit- 
tle as  glafs.  They  were  about  two  or  three 
feet  long,  and  neither  of  them  venomous. 


NEW^ 
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NEW-TOWN. 

The  country  continues  beautiful  and  open 
as    far  as  New-Town,  but  is  lefs  inhabited 
'^ft  I  expeSed  from  what  I  had  read  and 
heard.     One   or  two   handfome  boufes   of 
planters  are  fcen  from  the  road  ;  they  arc 
^ore  numerous,  it  is  faid,  on  the  banks  of 
^e  river  Shenandoah,  from  which  we  con- 
ft^ntly  removed  to  a  greater  diftance,  after 
^'^  had  pafled  Peaton's  houfe,  fifteen  miles 
^*flant  from  New-Town.    The  land  is  good, 
^'^d  its  culture  and  produce  arc  much  the 
^^Hac  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Stra{burgh.    New- 
town, formerly   n^med '  Stevenjlurg^  is  a 
**^alJ  town,  fomewhat  lefs  confiderable  than 
•^^rafburgh.    It  contains  five  hundred  inhabi- 
tants, and  is  peopled,  like  the  whole  country, 
»^  German  families.     White  labourers  arc 
procured  there  as  eafily  as  at  Strafburgh,  and 
^^eive  nearly  the  fame  wages;  yet  during 
*tie  laft  harveft  they  refufed  to  work  for 
^  than  a  bufhel  of  wheat  per  day,  which 
tbc  farmers  were  obliged  to  give,  left  they 
ibould  lofc  their  harveft.     The  market-price 

O  4  •  at 
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'cnique  fc/indaleufe  of  Philadelphia,  with  a 

riety  of  comments  and  fpeculations  oh  the 

otives  of  this  Icparatiort;  in  Ihort,  this  do- 

-meftic  tranfadion  in  the  houle  of  the  Prcfi- 

dent  was  canvalTed  with  all  the   curiolity, 

Ignorance,  and  loquacity,  of  a  large  focicty 

of  idlers ;  and  the  newfpapers  re-echoed  this 

^rnpty   noilc   of  llippofition  and  conjefture^ 

'vviiich  are  apparently  without  any  ground.* 

However  this  may  be,  Mr.  Dandridge  was 

returning:  from  the    county   of  Grccnbriar, 

'^here  he  had  infpedled  ibme  crtates  belong- 

Jiig  to  the  Preiident,  and  was  now  going  to 

rejoin   him    at  Mont- Vernon.      Wc    found 

1^^   him  a  very  plealant  companion,  and  he 

feemed  as  much  concerned  at  his   parting 

from  us  as  v/c  were  to  leave  him.     He  is  a 

°3an  of  a  very  rcfpcdtable  charadcr. 

WINCHESTER. 

The  plantations  increafe  both  in  number 
and  iize,  as  wc  approach  Winchefter,  which 
lies  but  cieht  miles  from  New-Town.  It 
is  the  capital  of  Frederick-County,  contains 
upwards   of  two  tlioufand  inhabitants,  and 

is 
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is  buik  tolerably  wdl^  in  the  midf):  of  roc 
which  circumftance,  however^  does  not  j 
vent  many  of  the  inhabitants  from  buiU 
houfes  of  wood.  It  4s  very  difficult  to  a 
ceive  the  motives  that  led  to  the  conifaud 
of  a  town  on  this  ipot,  where  only  as  mi 
water  is  found  as  is  required  fer  the  ufi 
the  houfeSy  and  which  is  upwards  of  twe 
miles  diftant  from  all  navigation ;  it  wc 
have  been  far  more  advantageoufly  Qtm 
on  the  banks  of  the  Shenandoah.  1 
rivulet  which  fupplies  the  families  of  W 
chefter  with  water  in  abundance^  is 
fbOrce  of  Opcckan-Creek,  that  empties  it 
in  a  nortb-eaft  diredion  into  the  Potowmfl 
Winchefter  carries  on  a  confidcrablc  tr 
for  its  inland  poiitiony  in  the  midft  qj 
country  which  is,  as  yet,  fo  thinly  inhabit 
It  fends  to  Alexandria  the  whole  produce 
the  upper  country,  and  draws  from  Baltimc 
but  efpecially  from  Philadelphia,  all  forti 
dry  goods :  the  traffic,  both  in  buying  s 
felling,  is  carried  on  with  ready  moneys 

The  preference  which  is  given  here 
Philadelphia  over  Alexandria,  in  regard 
the  pufchafe  of  dry  goods^  refb  on  the  fa 

grouj 
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grounds  as  it  docs  in  other  places  of  this 
upper  part  of  Virginia.     From  the  greater^ 
veeaJth  poffcffcd   by   the  merchants  of  that 
city,  they  are  able  to  give   longer   credit; 
they  receive  the  goods  from  the  firfl  hands, 
and   confequently   can  fell  them  cheaper; 
tHcir   warchoufes    being  plentifully  flocked 
^vith  merchandize,  the  buyers  can  alfo  fuit 
^^cmfelves  better — circumftances,   none   of 
^^^hich  take  place  at  Alexandria,  and  which 
•^eing  lefs  combined  at  Baltimore  than  at 
*^liiladelphia,  caufed  the  latter  to  be  refer  ted 
in  preference  to  the  former,  notwithftand- 
its  greater  diftance  :  it  is  by  land  that  all 
^-tiefe  productions  and  commodities  are  con- 
"^  ^yed  to  Alexandria,  and  arrive  from  Phila- 
delphia.    The   carriage   from   Philadelphia 
t.o  Winchefter  cofts  from  four  to  five  dollars 
P^r  hundred  weight ;  and  from  Winchefter 
^o  Alexandria^  two  dollars  and  a  half,  as  it 
^s  from  New-Town,     Heavy   merchan- 
dize, fuch  as  grocery,  is  at  times  fent  by  fea 
from  Philadelphia   to   Alexandria,   whence 
it  is  conveyed  to  Winchefter  in  waggons^ 
which,  if  not  obliged  to  go  back  empty  from 
wsaxt  of  a  loady  are  paid  at  the  rate  of  one 

dollar 
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dollar  and  a  half  per  hundred  weight.  The 
produce  fent  from  Winchefter  confifts  chiefly 
of  flour.  The  environs  of  this  place,  as  well 
as  the  back  country,  whence  it  draws  the 
neccflary  fupplics  of  provifions,  abound  in 
wheat ;  mills  are  very  numerous  in  that  di- 
ftritt ;  hemp,  fome  linfecd,  hats  and  hard- 
ware, great  quanties  of  which  are  manufac- 
tured in  Frederick-County,  are  alfo  produc- 
tions of  this  country.  Upwards  of  thirty  well- 
ftocked  ftorcs,  or  (hops,  have  been  opened  at 
Winchefter ;  the  value  of  European  goodg 
which  it  yearly  draws  from  Philadelphia,  or 
Baltimore,  is  eftimated  at  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  or  fix  hundred  fixty-fix  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-fix  dollars  ;  they 
fell  at  Winchefter  thirty  per  cent  dearer 
than  in  the  former  places. 

The  profcflion  of  a  lawyer  is  as  lucrative 
in  Winchefter  as  in  all  the  other  parts  of 
Virginia.  More  than  twenty  of  them  find 
conftant  praftice,  and  are  in  thriving  cir- 
cumftances.     Mechanics  are  found  in  abuii- 

• 

dance ;  even  a  coach-maker,  and  feveral 
watch-makers,  have  fettled  there.  Five 
churches  have  been  built  at  Winchefter  ;  a 

Roman 
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^oman    Catholic,  an  ^Anglican,  a  Prefby- 

t^rian,  a  German  Lutheran  church,  and  a 

Afethodift   mceting-houfe,   but  without  any 

^inifters  being  peculiarly  attached  to  them. 

The  Ehglifli   miniftcr  relides  on  the  other 

fide  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and' only 'comcs  from 

time  to  time.     The  Roman  Catholic  curate, 

^Iio  lives  in  Maryland,,  vifits  this  place  alio 

^^hen  he  choofes ;  and  lb  do  the  reft.     The 

ethodift:   mceting-houfe    excepted,    divine 

vice  is  thus  performed  here  by  itinerant 

P»"iefts,  who  are  not  in  the  habit  of  travel- 

-*ing  much  in  Virginia  for   the   purpofe   of 

propagating   religious   truths.     But,  on  the 

^*hcr  hand,  it  is  certain  tlrat  the  number  of 

Sannino:-tablcs  has  of  late  much  increafed  in 

*his  town,  and  they  are  all  of  them  aliidu- 

^Ully  frequented.     This  is  a  fort  of  worfhip, 

*^     the  obfervanc^  of  which  but  few  Virgi- 

^Uans  incur  the  charge  of  infidelity. 

Betides  an  indifferent  prifon,  and  a  very 
d^crcnt  court-houfe,  Wincheftcr  contains  a 
"^e  building   deftined   for   the  poor.     The 
^^pence   of  this    houfe,  which   is  kept  but 
very   carelefsly,    is   railed  by   a  poll-tax  on 
V^hite  people  and  negroes.     The  poor,  how- 
ever. 
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ever,  do  not  derive  all  the  advantage  it  might 
afford  if  the  public  money  were  hufbanded 
with  more  economy.     I  have  not  been  able 
to  procure  much  minute  information  relative 
to  the  management  of  this  houfe,  but  I  have 
feen  enough  of  it,  to  induce  me  not  to  wifh 
for  further  particulars.     Befides  my  opinion 
on  this  fpecies  of  eftablifhments   is  fixed. 
They  afford  in  a  bad  and  imperfect  manner 
the  afliflance  which  the  poor  have  aT  right  to 
claim  from  fociety.     The  care  of  old  and 
infirm -people,  fupported  by  the  public,  would 
be  far  more  ufcfully  cntrufled  to  private  fa* 
milies  for  a  reafonable  compenfation ;  and 
thus  public  charity  would  be  confined  to  the 
folc  clafs  of  the  poor  who  really  deferve  it. 
Alms-houfes  for  the  indigent  are  fburces  of 
poverty ;   for  they  muft  be  inhabited,    and 
even  filled.     The  idler  confidcrs  them  as  un- 
failing refources,  and  is  thus  encouraged  in 
his  idlenefs ;  while  a  wicked    fon  fees  in 
them  a  certain  retreat  for  his  father  and 
mother,  which  hardens  him  in  his  guilty  dif* 
pofition  not  to  aflift  them  in  diftrefs,  &c.  &c. 
If  in  old  ftatcs,  which  are  extremely  po- 
pulous and  gangrened  with  mifery  and  vice, 

the 
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eftabliihment  of  hofpitals  for  the  poor 
uU  be  deemed  ufeful,  their  number  ought 
leaft  to  be  confined  within  the  bounds  of 
c^ifpenfable  neceffity.     Now  this  neceffity 
ifb  not,   nor  can  it  exid,   in   an   infant 
vntry  like  America,  which  abounds  in  the 
^Bansoffubfiftence,  placed  within  the  reach 
every  body;  where   every   family   may 
lily  fiipport  fuch  of  its  members  as  are  re* 
ccd  to  penury  by  old  age  or  infirmities; 
liere  the  number  of  thofe  who  have  no  rc- 
t:ions  to  retreat  to  in  fuch  a  fituation,  if 
tit  (hould  exifl^any,  is  at  leaft  very  fmall; 
d  where  private  charity  is  excited  by  the 
ry  fcarcity  of  thofe  who  need  alms. 
It  is  a  painful  duty  to  acknowledge  that 
poor-houfes  arc  far  more  frequently  the  re- 
mits of  the  vanity  of  cities,  and  of  the  in- 
^^ence  of  thofe  who  ought  to  attend  to  the 
^^Hef  of  the  poor,  than  the  efFefts  of  true 
'^^manity.    The  importance  of  enadling  wife 
^Ws  with  refpeft  to  mendicants  is  not  yet 
filfiiciently  felt :  the  talk  is,  indeed,  difficult ; 
^t  they  are  intimately  conneded  with  the 
profperity  of  a  great  nation,  and  with  the 
b&ppinefs  of  all  its  members. 

Two 
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Two  or  three  pitiful  fchools  form  all  the 
rcfoui\x  s  of  the  inhabitants  of  Winchcfter  for 
the  education  of  their  children. 

The  town  contains  ten  or  twelve  inns, 
large  and  fmali,  which  are  often  full.  It 
lies  in  the  way  of  all  travellers  who  proceed 
to  the  back  parts  of  Virginia,  to  TenefTcep 
or  to  the  mineral  fprings  in  the  counties  of 
Augufta  and  Berkley,  Many  families  which 
are  emigrating. into  the  new  countries  ,alfb 
pafs  through  Winchefter..  In  the  courie  of 
laft  year  upwards  of  four  thoufand  perfons 
palled  through  the  place,  who  were  going  to 
fettle  in  Teneflee  or  Kentucky. 

A  well-ftocked  market  is  held  there  twice 
a  week.  The  price  of  meat  is  five  pence  a 
pound  ;  a  pair  of  fowls  colls  from  two  te 
three  fhillings,  and  butter  eleven  pence  a 
pound.  Every  inhabitant  has  a  garden, 
which  produces  the  neceffary  vegetables  for 
his  confumption.  Board  and  lodging  coft 
five  dollars  a  week.  Negroes  are  very  nu- 
merous in  Winchefter ;  but  white  labourers 
are  not  eafily  procured,  and  receive  higher 
wages  than  in  moft  places  of  the  neighbour- 


ing counties. 


The 
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Tt^  population  of  the  county  amounts  to 

ibove  tNventy-^one  thoufand  fouls^  four  thou- 

bnd  five  hundred  of  whom  are  negro  flaves. 

BERKLEY-COUNTY.    CHARLESTOWN. 

Although  dwelling-houfes  and  plantations 
arc  tolerably  numerous  between  Wincheftcr 
^  Charleftown,  yet  the  country  is  ftill  co* 
vcrcd  with  wood  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the 
eye  does  not  enjoy  any  of  the  pleafant  views 
which  this  fine  tra6t  of  land,  bounded  on  the 
right  and  left  by  the*  beautiful  chains  of  the 
Blue  and  North  Mountains,  .would  offer,  if 
it  Were  well  cleared.     A  few  miles  from  the 
town  the  road  takes  a  north-eaft  diredion  to- 
wards the  Potowmack,     Along  the  firft  part 
of  this  road  only  fmall  and  wretched  habi* 
t^Qus  are  to  be  feen ;  and  it  is  not  until 
we  enter  the  county  of  Berkley,  eleven  miles 
from  Winchefter,  that  the  plantations  be- 
come more  confiderable,  the  fields  more  ex* 
teniive,  and  better  cultivated,  and  that  the 
ivbole  landfcape  affumes  an  appearance  of 
wealth.     The   dwelling-houfcs  are,   in  ge* 
neral,  better  built,  and  fome  which  belong 
Vol.  IIL  P  to 
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to  rich  planters  have  a  handfbme  a 
anee :  but  woods  predominate  flill  too 
and  more  ground  lies  uncleared  than 
fuffice  to  fupport  a  population  thirty 
more  numerous  than  it  is  at  prcfcnt. 
Charleftown  is  a  fmall  place,  built 
thefc  ten  or  twelve  years,  confiding  oi 
forty  houfes.  The  inhabitants  of  thh 
and  its  environs  are  moftly  emigrant 
the  lower  parts  of  Virginia,  A  few  o 
came  from  Pennlylvania,  and  thefc 
Germans,  This  diftrift  is  inhabited  b 
opulent  planters  than  any  other  of  the 
we  have  hitherto  traverfcd.  The  nun 
negroes  is  confequently  confidcrablc 
white  labourers  arc  fcarce  in  proporti 
is  with  great  difficulty  that'  any  of  the 
can  be  procured  during  the  harveft  at  t 
of  two  dollars  per  day.  The  diffici 
finding  labourers  at  that  important 
obliges  the  farmer  to  have  his  wheat  ci 
the  fey  the,  although  he  is  fully  aware 
inconvenience  which  attends  this  ope 
and  which  is  more  cohfidcrable  hen 
elfewhere,  for  the  thicknefs  of  the  crc 
ftrufts  the  action  of  the  fcythc,  and  a  < 
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quantity  of  com  is  accordingly  (haken  out  by 
the  additional  force  required  m  mowing  it 
down. 

Landed  property  for   fbme   miles  round 

Charleftown  is  more  divided,  perhaps^  than 

in  any  other  part  of  Virginia.     Very  few  of 

the  planters  pofTefs  more  than  two  thoufand 

*crcs  of  land,  and  few  even  fo  much.     The 

^Jture  is  better,  the  fields  are  better  plough* 

^  better  hulbanded,  and  are  even  a  littlfe 

**ongcd.     An  acre  produces  from  twenty  to 

*^caty-five  bufhels  of  wheat ;  oats  are  culti- 

^tcd  in  abundance ;  numbers  of  cattle  are 

**pt  in  the  meadows.     The  whole  produce 

'*  difpofed  of  in  the  fame  manner  as  that  of 

'he  environs  of  Winchefter,  Strafturgh,  &c. 

^^.     But  it  is  from   Winchefter   that   the 

ftores  or  (hops  of  Charleftown  receive  their 

'Applies :  none   of  the  fliop-keepers  is  fuf- 

^icntfy  rich  to   draw  merchandize  direftly 

from  the  fea-f)orts. 

Two  tolerably  good  fchools,  one  for  Eng- 
Vilh,  and  another  for  Latin,  are  eftablifhed  at 
Charleftown,    to   which    children   are   fre- 
quently fent  from  Winchefter,     The  price 
«r  inftru6lion  for  each  pu^il  at  thefe  fchools 
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jimounts  to  five  dollars  for  Englifli,  and  i 
veateen  fyr  Latin.  The  oocporation  is  bui] 
ing  a  houfe  in  which  thefe  two  fchools  a 
tp  be  united,  and  is  defirous  that  a  native 
France  would  fix  himfelf  heie  as  teacher 
the  French  language. 

A  Preihyterian  and  a  Methodift  cburi 
hfiye  ^Ifo  I^OQ  erefled  in  thi^  fmall  taw 
^nd  the  Epif^opalians  have  built  anotb 
two  miles  farther.  Thefe  three  church 
have  rninifl;er3>  fupported  by  voluntary  ecu 
tributions ;  but  their  allowance  is  not  fiifi 
cient  to  relieve  them  from  the  neccfflty 
being  alfo  paid  by  other  congregatiotiSt 
that  divine  iervice  is  performed  at  Charfis 
town  every  fortnight  only,  and  it  is  (aid.thj 
even  on  thefe  days  the  churches  are  b 
little  frequented. 

Nq  market  having  been  as  yet  eftablUkc 
in  Charleftpvfnjk  every  one  fuppJies  himfi; 
with  provifions  as  well  as  he  can.  Me 
cofls  fix  pence  a  pound,  butter  nine  penc 
and  fowls  two  (hillings  a  pair. 

This  town  is  increafing  every  year^  ai 
many  new  houfes  are  building.  The  inhab 
tants  affured  u?,  as  in  fad  they  did  evcrj 

when 
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where,  that  the  air  is  extremely  falubrious  ; 
aiid,  to  judge  from  the  afpeft  of  the  country, 
nothing  feems  here  to  contradift  the  affer- 
tion. 

The  culture  of  wheat  extends  five  or  fix 
zniles  beyond  Chafleflown.  The  fields  arc 
all  of  a  vaA  extent,  and  the  crops  of  Indiaa 
Com  arc  remarkably  fine.  The  meadows 
*re  alio  \try  richf  but  they  are  few  in 
nucnber. 


SSAGE  OF  THE  POTOWMAGfe 
THROUGH  THE  BLUE  MOUNTAINS. 
WARPER'S  FERRY. 

Two  or  three  miles  from  Potowmack  you 
fin^  a  ledge  of  fmall  heights^  which  always 
P»"cccde  and  follow  the  high  chains  of  mouu* 
ns ;  they  are  ftony,  arid  but  little  cleared 
wood^  and  the  roads  are  dreadful. 
At  laft  we  reach  the  celebrated  point,  {o 
^^Mck  extolled  by  travellers,  and  the  celebrity 
^^  which  has  been  greatly  increafed  by  Mr, 
Jtflcfibn's  Notes — the  pointwhere  the  Potow* 
iittck»  on  receiving  the  Shenandoah,  feems 
to  have  broken  through  the  Blue  Ridge,  to 

P  3  open 
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open  for  its  waters  a  pafTage  acrofs  this  grand 
obftacle,  by  which  nature  intended  to  ob- 
ftraft  its  courfe.     The  view  is  beautiful  anc 
majeftic.      The   Shenandoah    fweeps    in   ;e 
fouth-eaft  dire6iion  along  the  Blue  Moun- 
tains, and  feems  deftined  thus  to  prolong  its 
jrapid  courfe  all  along  this  ridge,  when  the 
Potowmack,  which  flows  fmooth  and  ftill 
from  weft  to  eaft,  encounters  it  at  a  right 
angle,  and  increafing  the  impetus  and  ra- 
pidity of  the  Shenandoah,  arrefts  the  natural 
(}iredtion  of  the  latter,  and  carries  it  along 
acrofs  thefc  high  mountains,  which  feeai/to 
open  for  the  folc   purpofe  of  letting  th^m 
pafs.     The  fcene  is  grand  ;  it  dcferves  to  be 
viewed,  and  is  worthy  of  the  admiration  of 
travellers   who   delight  in   the   magnificent 
operations  of  nature.     But,  however  I  was 
pleafed  with  the  fight,  it  did  not  excite  in  mc 
thofe  emotions  of  enthuliafm  which  I  cxpe^- 
ed,  "which  I  have  feveral  times  experienced 
in  the  courfe  of  my  life,  and  which  laft  year 
afFe6led  mc  fo  ftrongly  at  the  view  of  the 
falls   of   Niagara.      The   flight    impreffion 
made  upon   my  -mind   by  the    fuddea   en- 
counter of  the  Potowmack  and  Shenandoah, 

and 
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and  by  their  pafTage  through  the  Bluc-Ridgcs, 
is  it  to  be  afcribed  to  the  idea  I  had  precon- 
ceived, and  to  the  high  expeflations  raifed 
ia      my  mind  by  the  accounts  I  had  heard 
and  read  on  this   fubjeft  ?.    But  I   arrived 
laft  year  with  (imilar^  nay  ftronger,  precon- 
ceptions at  the  ftupendous  cataradl  of  Nia- 
gara, and  my  aflonifhment  and  admiration 
^cre  not  diminilhed ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
grew  ftronger  and  flronger  every  moment, 
while  1  was  contemplating  this  wonder  of 
'^turc,  which  engaged,  as   it   were,  every 
P^^cr  of  my  foul ;  and  the  emotions  it  ex- 
cited are  ftill  prefent  to  my  mind.     Is  the 
^^nt  of  enthufiaftic  feeling,  perhaps,  owing 
to  tx^y  a6lual  difpofition,  which  renders  me 
*^*s  fufceptible  of  the  charms  of  enchant- 
ment ?     This   may  be ;  my  foul  has  fince 
^ft  year  undoubtedly  fuftained  fome  lofs  in 
^^s  rcfpc6l ;  yet  I  am  not  become  abfolutely 
^^Id  and  infenfible  to  the  beauties  of  nature  ; 
*^d  I  indulge  in  a  belief,  that  I  (hall  not 
*tand   unfupported   in  my  opinion  on   this 
S^nd  and   beautiful   fccnc,  which  I  have 
Slewed   with   admiration   and   delight,   but 

P  4  which 
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"^hich  appeared  to  me  inferior  to  the  de 
icriptions  given  of  it. 

I  muft  here  obfervc,  by  way  of  a  remar 
on  the  climate  of  America,  that  a  very  hot 
day  was  fucceeded,  at  Harper's  Ferry^  by  an 
evening  fo  exceflively  cold,  that  I  was  obliged 
to  put  on  my  great  coat  to  be  able  for  ibme 
time  to  remain  in  the  open  air,  and  that  I 
was  fbon  obliged  to  flep  into  the  houic  and 
Ihut  fome  of  the  windows.  This  tempera- 
ture of  the  air  is  not,  however,  common  in 
this  place ;  and  the  inhabitants  were  as 
llrangely  and  difagreeably  afieded  by  it  as 
myfelf. 

The  beautiful  valley  of  Shenandoah,  which 
has  alio  been  more  extolled,  in  my  opinion, 
than  it  deferves,  terminates  at  this  point.  It 
is  a  fine  country,  inhabited  by  an  induftrioas 
and  adlive  people  ;  a  country,  formed  by  na- 
ture to  be  rich,  and  which  we  do  not  expcft 
to  find  between  thefe  two  chains  of  moun- 
tains, at  leafl:  not  in  Virginia,  after  hdvhig 
travelled  through  other  parts  of  that  State^ 
where  fo  much  activity  andinduftry  are 
considered  as  things  utterly  impbfiSble;  yet 

It 


KORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  8cc.  S17 

it  i^  but  thinly  inhabited  in  proportion  to  its 

:,  and  to  the  length  of  time  fince  it  firft 

an  to  be  fettled.     Scarcely  any  part  of 

it     is  cultivated  with  careful  attention  and 

fleill ;  the  price  of  land  is  very  low,  improve- 

n^i^Kits  proceed  but  llowly  ;  and  if  we  call  to 

»'«crolleftion  the  plains  on  the  Mohawk-River 

the  north  of  the  Stiate  of  New- York,  we 

vHl  allow,  that  the  valley  of  Shenandoah 

«rves  the  praife  of  being  the  fineft  part  of 

ginia,  but  not  of  all  America,  as  is  fre- 

:ntly  afferted  in  written  and  verbal  ac- 

nts  of  this  valley.     It  is  from  a  ibrt  of 

of  juftice  that  I  thus  exprefs  myfelf, 

this  part  of  the  country,  in  a  manner  dif- 

*^nt  from  that  of  many  others,  whofe  opi- 

n  may,  undoubtedly,  have  more  weight 

n  mine ;  but  I  have,  neverthelefs,  pafTed 

*\)ugh   this    valley    with  fatisfadion   and 

cafure;  and  I  wi(h,  for  the  happinefs  of 

Virginians,  that  many  other   parts  of 

^cir  State   refembles  this.     The  want  of 

Papulation  would  foon  be  fupplied,  and  none 

^  the  preftnt  inhabitants  would  emigrate 

|l  i^to  other  States. 

%  In  the  valley  of  Shenandoah  are  many 
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home^tniinufadpries,  which  is  rarely  the  cafe 
in  any  other  part  of  Virginia.     The  richcfl: 
counties  in  this  plain  are  thofe  of  Shenan* 
doaht  Frederick,  and  Berkley,  efpecially  the 
latter.    Pigs  are  bred  here  in  great  numbers  s 
they  run  now  and  then  into  the  woods,  as 
they  do  in  other  parts  of  Virginia,  but  they 
return  hon>e  almoft  every  day,  and  are  fed 
there.     A  confidcrable  trade  in  fait  pork  is 
carried  on  in  this  valley.     The   population 
of  Berkley-County  amounts  nearly  to  twenty- 
three  thoufand  inhabitants,  three  thoufand  of 
whom  are  flaves.     In  this  county,  near  the 
Potowmack,  is  (ituated  the  mod  frequented 
medicinal  fpring  in  the  United  States.     Al- 
though   it   poff^lles    lefs   powerful   qualities 
than  the  fprings  in  the  county  of  Augufta^ 
and  is  Jefs  hot  -,  yet  the  beauty  of  the  coun- 
try, and  its  vicinity  to  the   maritime   pro- 
vinces, which   are    the  mofl:  populous,  the 
neighbourhood  of  fome  fmall   towns,   tole- 
rably inhabited,  and. the  great  variety  of  ac- 
commodations which  the   village  that  fur- 
rounds  the  fpring  offers  to  the  guefts,  induce 
the  majority  of  patients  to  prefer  it  to  the 
other  fprings. 

GENERAL 
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GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS    ON  VIR- 
GINIA. 

Oq  croffing  the  Potowmack  we  enter  the 

^te  of  Maryland.     But  before  I  bid  a  laft 

ftrewcl  to  Virginia,  I  cannot  forbear  making 

feme  general  obfervations  on  this  State,  wliich 

« 

^  fo  highly  interefting  on  account  of  its  vaft 

extent,  the  great  number  of  reprefentatives 

't    fends  to  Congrefs,  the  influence  which  it 

^s    fuppofed  to  have  over  the  Union  in  ge- 

^^ral,  and  over  the  fouthern  States  in  par- 

^-^oular ;  and,  laftly,  on  account  of  the  differ- 

^x^-cc  of  opinion  entertained  by  its  partilans 

^'idfocs. 

Nature  has  done  much  for  Virginia,  per- 
*^5ips  more  than  for  any  other  ftatc  of  the 
^nion.     The  foil  is,  in  general,  good,  and 
^^tremely  varied ;  the  climate,  no  doubt,  is 
^^ther  hot  in  fummer  ;  the  heat,  however, 
^  but  little  troublefome,  for  the  inhabitants 
^re  eafily  accuftomed  to  it ;  on  approaching 
^r  paffing  the  mountains   it  becomes  more 
moderate,  and  tolerable  even  in  the  midft 
of  fummer  :  vegetation  Is  wonderfully  power- 
ful 
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ful  in  Virginia,  and  the  climate  favours  the 
culture   of  almoft  all  known  produdionft* 
Virginia,  it  is  true,  has  no  port  on  the  At^ 
lantic ;   but   flie  poflfefles  a  multiplicity  of 
harbours  on   her    numerous  add   beautiful 
rivers,  the  navigation  of  whith  adolit^  of 
failing  up  very  high  to  receive  the  prodvt66 
of  remote  diftrifts ;  and,  as  has  been  already 
obferved,  the  fituation  of  North-Carolina  is 
fuch,  that  the  overplus  of  the  produce  id 
grain  of  that  extenfivc  State  muft  in  a  gre^t 
meafore  pafs  through  the  hands  of  the  mer*^ 
chants  of  Virginia.     The  want  of  fea-ports^ 
which  is  not  atttended  with  any  intdnvetiK^ 
cnce  for  Virginia,  is,  on   the  other   hali4, 
productive  of  the  great  advantage  of  beitf^ 
fecure  in  time  of  war  from  the  infults  of  the 
enemy,  who,  in  order  to  burn  its  towns  or 
plunder  the  country,  would  be  obliged  either 
to  land  in  another  State,  or  to  venture  into 
the  Chefapeak.     Tbefe  immenfe  advafttagts 
are   incontrovertiWy   polLfled   by  Virginiai 
Whofe  lower  parts,  although -unh^althful,  yet 
are  not  more  fo  than  thofe  of  Maryland,  of 
fbme'  dfftri&s  of  Pennfylvania,  and  of  the 
State  of  New- York,  and  are  certainly  more 

falubrious 
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&rubr!Ous  than  the  lower  parts  of  the  two 

Carolmas  and  Georgia.     Virginia  alio  enjoys 

the  great  additional  advantage  of  being  al- 

n^oft  entirely  free  from  all  dangerous  ani- 

«iaals«     The   rattle-fnake   is   uncommon  to 

^lich  a  degree,  that  a  great  many  inhabitants 

^♦'ho  live  in  the  woods  never  heard  it  men-* 

*^^fo«ied,  •  Let  us  now  confider,  whether  Vir- 

f^ia  has  improved  thefe  great  advantages 

her  oonftitutiony  laws,  and  civil  relations ; 

at  is*  her  real  ftrength,  her  ftrength  in  re- 

iqn  to  the  other  {lates,  and  what  are  her 

<)urces. 

The  conftitution  of  Virginia  was  formed 

firft  of  any  of  the  United  States;  it  id 

wife    the   moft   imperfc6l.     Reprelenta- 

n,  the  firft  bafis   of  every   democratical 

ftitution,  is  unequal  in  this  ftate.     Each 

iinty  fends  two  reprefentatives  to  the  le- 

ttire :  but  thefe  counties  vary  in  point  of 

pulation  fo  very  much,  that  feme  furniflx 

^^^^y  one  company  of  militia,  while  others 

^^ife  four  battalions.     Thus  the  proportional 

^iftroncc   of    reprefentation    between    the 

bounties  is  as  one  to  (ixteen.     The  organiza- 

'^lon  of  the  fenate  is,  in  this  point  of  view, 

equally 
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equally  defedive.  In  regard  to  the  eledioft 
of  fenators  the  State  is  divided  into  twelve 
diilridlsy  which  are  compofcd  of  an  unequal 
number  of  counties.  Ten  of  thefe  diftri6^$ 
lie  between  the  fea  and  the  Blue-Ridge,  and 
two  only  are  (ituated  beyond  the  mountains* 
In  this  latter  part  of  the  State  the  populattop 
is  not  fo  great  as  in  that  which  is  called  Old 
Virginia :  but  it  will  foon  become  equal  to 
it,  becaufe  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  old 
fettlcments  emigrate  either  into  the  weftcro 
diftri£ls>  or  beyond  the  mountains ;  at  pre-^ 
fcnt  even,  it  is  more  than  half  that  of  the 
ether.  There  is,  then,  a  ftriking  inequality 
likcwife  in  the  rcprefentation  of  the  fenate^ 
which  is  not  compofed,  like  that  of  the  fe- 
nate  of  the  Union,  and  of  feme  other  States, 
of  elements  different  from  thofe  of  the  hpuie 
of  reprefentatives.  The  governor  is  a  ojiere 
ihadow  of  authority,  he  has  not  the  power 
of  performing  any  adl  but  by  the  advice  of 
his  executive  council,  Gompofed  of  eight 
perfons,  two  only  of  whom  go  out  every 
year,  according  to  the  choice  of  the  legifla- 
ture.  Thus  the  poflibility  that  many  of  th^ 
members  will  hold  their  feats  in  the  council 

ft  H  -  • 

for 
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for  life  gives  them  confiderabie  influence,  and 
adds  a  total  want  of  authority  to  the  impof- 
Ability  of  afting  in  which  the  governor  is 
piaced  by  the  conftitution. 

This  conftitution  is  alfo  objcfted  to  on  the 
g"-round  of  its  not  being  the  work  of  a  con- 
^^xition  appointed  ad  boc^  but  having  been 
dc  by  the  legiflature  which  exifted  under 
^*^"^^&  Englifli  dominion,  and  which,  after  hav- 
'  ^^  •""^  (haken  off  the  Britifti  yoke,  modelled  the 
ftitution,    without    having   been    elefted 
c3  affembled  for  that  purpofe,   as  in  thie 
cr  ftates.    This  reproach  might  have  had 
foundation,  although  the  circumftances 
which  the  legiflature  was  placed  at  that 
reduce  it  ahnoft  to  nothing ;  but  at  this 
it  is  altogether  unfair,  becaule  the  con- 
-"tution,  made  by  an  afTcmbly  whether  com- 
-  tent  or  otherwife,  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Viole  ftate,  and  followed  thele  twenty  years 
11  without  the  leaft  objedion.     Whatever, 
^reforc,  may  be  its  advantages  or  incon- 
-nicnces,  its  origin  (hould  not  be   now  a 
^^^Btter  of  reproach.     Such  as  it  is,  it  meets 
^'^ith  much  cenfure    in  the   ftate  ;  and  the 
^Mmbcr  of  thofe  who  loudlv  demand  an  al- 


♦  />t-*^  ^  %  rKwx 


22+  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

tcratioii,  although  from  different  motives^  is 
very  confiderable.  The  law  which  places 
landed  property  out  of  the  reach  of  creditors 
in  the  recovery  of  debts  would  be  immoral 
in  any  country,  and  under  any  government 
whatever.  In  countries  where  ariftocracy 
forms  the  leading  principle  of  government^ 
and  it  is  intended  to  have  a  rich  nobility  and 
a  fucceflion  of  opulent  families^  that  prin- 
ciple is  fupported  by  fiduciary  fubfUtution. 
For  family  edates  being  there  confidered  as 
permanent  property,  it  is  held,  that  the  title 
of  their  prefent  occupiers  is  confined  to  a 
mere  ufufru6l.  This  law,  unjuft  as  it  is 
under  ariflocratic  governments  as  any-wherc 
elfe,  is  there  at  leafl  a  politic  meafure,  in  the 
fenfe  which  under  this  fort  of  government 
is  attached  to  that  term,  and  is  moreover 
confined  to  the  property  of  fome  faniilies. 
But  in  a  country  where  democracy  forcns 
the  bafis  of  government,  and  whofe  confti- 
tution  is  preceded  by  a  declaration  of  the 
rights  of  man,  this  law,  deflitute  even  of  a 
pretext,  is  expofed  in  all  the  difgraceful 
nakednefs  of  its  native  immorality.  The 
law  which  goes  fo  flrong  againft  gambling 

is 
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IS  undoubtedly  very  moral  and  good  :  but  Co 
far  from  being  duly  enforced,  it  is-  publicly 
violated  every  day ;  gaming  being  no-where 
niore  pra6lifed,  or  produftive  of  greater  dif- 
orderSj  than  in  Virginia.     It  would,  there- 
fore, be   much    better   for   the   ftate    were 
gambling  authorized  by  law  ;  for  of  all  dif- 
Ofders,  that  of  a  public  contempt  of  the  laws 
^  the  moft  deftru6Hve  to  a  civilized  ftate. 
'Another  great  diforder  in  the  ftate  of  Vir- 
priia  is  the  habitual  want  of  pun6luality  in 
^^  payment  of  debts;  for,  independently  of 
™^  immorality   of  this  part  of  the   public 
^^anners,  this  bad  habit,  which  enriches  not 
cvr^n  thofe   who  do   not   pay,  deprives   the 
P^-illic  wealth  of  many  refources,  and  injures 
^^1  forts  of  improvements.     The  refources  of 
^^icanery    atFord    in    Virginia,    as    they    do 
^Very-where  ^  elfe,  a  ftrong  fupport  to   this 
^ifpofition  of  the  Virginian  people;  fincc  the 
definitive  fentence  of  payment  in  regard  to 
the  cleareft  and  moft  incontrovertible  debt 
may  be  retarded  full  five  years. 

As  to  trade  and  commerce,  Virginia,  al-  . 
though  very  advantageoufly  fituated  for  the 
moft   extenfive  commercial  operations,  yet 
Vol.  III.  Q^  carries 
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carries  on  but  a  very  inconfiderable  4fafdc» 
The  merchants  arc  neither  poffeffed  of  the 
£une  capitals,  nor  enjoy  the  fame  credit,  a» 
in  the  other  trading  ftates  of  North  America* 
So  far  are  they  from  fupplying  with  pro-. 
vifions  the  back  parts  of  the  ftate>.  tliat  the 
latter  draw  them  dire<ftly  from  Balliropr« 
and  Philadelphia. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  of  the  dif^ 
fcrent  ports  of  Virginia  amounted  in  the 
year  1701  to  3,131,863  dollars-;  in  I792.t0^ 
3,542,823;  in  1793  to  2,987,097^  in  17Q4, 
to  3,320,636;  and  in  1795  to  3,490,043 
dollars. 

The  population  of  Virginia  (hould  ffcm 
very  conllderable,  if  we  reflcft  that  this  {irate 
fends  twenty-one  members  to  the  Congrefe. 
of  the  Union,  and  that   the    populatiqn  of. 
each  ftate  fhould  regulate  the  number  of  itat- 
rcprefentatives  at  that  general  council..    But 
this  population,  which  by  the  cenfos  of  1 791 
amounts  to  Icven  hundred  and  forty-fevca. 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ten  perfons,  com-, 
prizes  two  hundred  and  nincty-feven  thou^ 
fand   fix   hundred   and  twenty-feven  ilaves. 
The  area  of  the  ftate  contains  feventy  thou^, 

Cand 
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(ai^^  (quare  miles  5  this   makes  per  fquare 

nxle  about   ten  two  thirds   of  inhabitants, 

tifcjree  fevenths  of  whom  are  negro  flaves. 

TI:^e  population  of  the  whites,  which  is  uri- 

doxabtedly  increafed   by  feprodudion,  gains 

noching  by  migration  j  for  no  Virginian  will 

deny,  that  the  ftate  is  lofing  every  year  more 

bj^    the  emigration  of  its  inhabitants  than  it 

obtains  emigrants  from  other  ftates ;  fo  that 

this  population,  if  well  counted,  is,  perhaps, 

ia£erior  to  that   of  any  other  ftate  of  the 

U^^ion.     In  a  great  part  of  Virginia  the  heat 

^f*  Xht  climate,  and  the  ufe  of  flaves,  render 

™^t  clafs  of  men  idle  and  averfe  to  labour, 

^fclo  in  the  other  ftates,  under  different  cir- 

^^^iQiftances,  are  fpurred  on  to  induftry  and 

'^ivity  by  indigence  and  want.     We  find, 

*^<a>rdingly,  that  a  Icfs  quantity  of  land  is 

^^Xtivated  here,  in  proportion -to  the  extent 

*^^  population  of  the  country,  than  in  other 

^^tcs,  and  that  but  very  few  branches  of  in- 

"^Iby  have  gained  ground  in  Virginia,  al- 

*^^gh  the   country  is  fitted  for  all   thofe 

^*iich  have  been  eftablifhcd  in  other  parts 

^^  Ae  United  States-     There  is  no  ftate  fo 

^Wirely  dcftitqte  of  all  means  of  public  edu- 

Qj2  cation 
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cation  as  Virginia ;  and  it  may  be  fairly  ia. 
that  the  only  college  (he  poffeffes  is  the  la 
imperfeft  in  point  of  inftrudion,  and  t 
worft  managed  of  any  of  the  Union.  Ox 
candid  confideration  of  thefe  circumftanC' 
it  is  impoflible  to  praife  with  any  degree 
juflice  the  power  of  the  ftate  of  Virginia. 

The  power  of  a  ftate  is  the  refult  of  i 
real  ftrength :  Virginia,  as  has  already  bee 
obferved,  is  undoubtedly  invited  by  nature  t 
become  the  moft  powerful,  or  one  of  th 
moft  powerful,  of  the  Union.  But  in  ofd^ 
to  attain  this  end,  bad  laws  muft  be  fupei 
feded  by  good  ones  ;  the  manners  muft  t 
correiScd,  induftry  encouraged,  and  the  bout 
tics  of  nature  turned  to  advantage.  Thei 
are  the  rcfourccs  of  Virginia,  which  futurit 
will  call  forth.  As  Virginia  contains  fonr 
men  of  public  fpirit  and  extenfive  informs 
tion,  occupied  with  the  welfare  of  the  com 
try  and  defirous  of  efte<5tuating  it,  and  as  tl 
legiflaturc  itfelf  feems  to  pay  much  attentic 
to  this  point,  the  time  of  improvement- ms 
be  near;  but  it  is  not  yet  come,  and  n 
obfervations  merely  apply  to  the  prcfent  ftai 
of  things. 

Virgin 
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Vitginia  influences  at    this  moment   the 
political    opinion   of   Georgia    and   North- 
Carolina  ;  the  fimilar  manner  in  which  thefe 
three  ftates   vote   at  the    eongreis   at   lead 
Warrants   this   opinion.     But  Georgia   is  a 
feeble  ftate,  from  her  pofition  as  well  as  po-^ 
pujatiotvj^l  and,  were  flie  even  more  confider- 
able  under  thefe  points  of  view   than  fhe 
^dually  is,  yet  the  ftate  of  diforder  which 
prevails  there  would  reduce  her  ftrength  to 
Nothing.     North-Carolina  is  not  in  the  fame; 
ftfiite  of  diforder,  but  pofTcfTes   no  ftrength. 
-•^eii  of  talents  are  more  fcarce  there  than 
^^  any  of  the  other  ftates;  and  if  (he  Ihould 
^otain  any,  flie  would  probably  be  tired  of 
ttie  ftate  of  dependence  wherein  (he  is  kept 
^y  her  incapacity. 

Virginia  does  not  rely  on  South- Carolina, 

^^Hich  may  coincide  with  her  in  point  of  po- 

*itical  opinion,  yet  de(ires  to  have  an  opinion 

^^  her  own,  and  fcorns  to  acknowledge  the 

*^periority  or  influence  of  another  ftate.- 

She  ranks  among  her  friends  the  ftate  of, 
K.entucky,    which   was   difmembered   from 
Y^irginia,  and  Teneifee,  who(e  interefts  per- 
fe€lly  concur  with  hers.     She  fancies  alfb, 

Qj  (he 
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flic  may  rely  on  a  part  of  Pennfylvania.  B 
ail  thefe  calculations  are  more  than  doubtfu 
and  were  they  founded,  they  have  no  pe 
manent  grounds  :  they  may  be  ufeful  to  can 
a  motion  in  Congrefs ;  but  they  do  not  u 
creafc  the  real  ftrength  of  Virginia^  nor  tl 
refburccs  of  a  political  body  a6ling,  or  dcfii 
ing  to  aft,  independently  of  the  Union. 

The  reproach  frequently  preferred  again 
Virginia,  •  that  fhe  defigns  to  induce  tl 
Southern  States  to  withdraw  from  the  Uaioj 
is  certainly  unfounded.  Not  one  of  the  oth 
ftates  is,  perhaps,  more  attached  to  the  fl 
deral  government,  than  Virginia.  The  Vi 
ginians  are  unanimous  in  this  opinion,  ac 
even  reproach  the  Northern  States  with  a 
intention  of  operating  this  divifion;  yet  the 
hope,  that  Pcnnfylvania,  or  at  Icaft  that  p . 
which  is  fituated  on  the  left  of  the  Sufqw 
hannah,  would  aflift  them  in  defeating  at 
attempt,  in  Congrefs,  to  bring  on  fuch  a  ruj 
ture.  • 

The  Virginians  generally  enjoy  a  chs 
rafter  for  hofpitality,  which  they  truly  d 
ferve  ;  they  are  fond  of  company ;  their  ho 
pitality  is  fmcere,  and  may,  perhaps, -be  tl 

reaibi 


ytiCon  of  their  fpcnding  more   than  thejr 

ftouM  do ;  for>  in  general^  they  are  not  rich^ 

c^eeidly  in  clear  income;.     You  find,  there- 

^e,  vfepf  frequently  a  table  well  ferved,  and 

^vered  with  plate,  in  a  room  where  half 

^'^^  windows  have  been  broken  for  ten  years 

P^ft*  and  Will  probably  remain  fo  ten  years 

'^ger.     But  few  houfes  are  in  a  tolerable 

"fttc  of  repair,  and  no  part  of  their  buildings 

*  b^tfer  kept  than  the  ftables,  becauKe  the 

^^*"ginians   are   fond  of  races,  hunting,  in 

^^rt,  ef  all  pleafuresand  amufements  which 

'^ndcf  it  ncceflary  to  take  peculiar  care  of 

"'^^rtcs,  as  they  are  the  fafhipn  of  the  day* 

iTic  Virginians  are  good  hufbands,  and 
S^^od  fathers;  but,  from  a  love  of  diflipation, 
*^y  keep  lefs  at  home  than  the  inhabitants 
^*  many  other  ftates.  I  have  heard  ladies 
^^prcach  them  with  being  fubjcft  to  jea- 
^^Vfly,  This  may  be  the  cafe :  in  every 
^^^^mry  under  the  fun  diflipated  hufbands 
jealous.  The  women  are  amiable,  and 
IJtyy  the  reputation  of  fulfilling  their  duty 
Hh  the  fame  exadnefs  as  in  other  plirts  of 
^•*\crica,  where  the  hufbands  pafs  more 
^*Jic   with  their  wives.      They  arc  more 

Q^  fprightly 


232  TRAVELS  THROUGH  * 

^rightly  and  agreeable  than- in  the  Eaftc 
States,  but  not  io  much  fo  as  in  South-Ca 
lina ;  nor  are  they  fo  pretty  as  in  Philad 
phia.  I  have,  however,  feen  Virginian  lad 
who  are  inferior  to  none  in  perfonal  char 
and  graceful  manners. 

Virginia  has,  fince  the  revolution,  produc 
more  men  of  diftinguifhed  talents  than^.  pe 
haps,  any  othier  ftate-of  the  Union.  Fond 
the  inhabitants  are  of  didipation,  a  tafte  i 
reading  is  more  prevalent  among  the  gen.tl 
men  of  the  firft  clafs  than  in  any  other  ps 
of  America ;  but  the  common  people  a 
'  perhaps,  more  ignorant  tljan  elfewhere. ,  Di 
ihg  the  war  of  the  revolution,  the  Virgini 
troops  were  equally  diftinguifhed  for  tb 
valour  and  love  of  liberty;  and  the  lat 
icntimcnt  is  yet  tremblingly  alive  among 
clalfes  of  the  people.  The  contraft  it  forj 
with  the  maintenance  of  flavery  is  tn 
ftriking;  atid  fpeechcs  on  liberty  and  inc 
pendence  found  rather  llrangely  from  t 
lips  of  mafters  of  flavcs.  The  Virginia 
are  moft  of  them  aware  of  the  inconvej 
ences  refulting  from  flavery,  even  with  j 
fpedl  to  their  own  interefts ;  but  the  mca 
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t>f  abolifhing  it  are  liable  to  numberlefs  dif- 

ficiilties  in  a  country  where  the  number  of 

ilaves  is.fo  confiderable  as  in  Virginia.-  Yet* 

oa    the  other  hand,  it  muft  be  allowed  that 

there  are  means,  the  execution  of  which,  if 

undertaken  with  unanimity  and  fpirit,  would 

be  lefs  dangerous  than  many  Virginians  feem 

to    apprehend.     1  fhall  Ipeak  more. fully  oa 

this  fubje£l  after  my  vilit  to  Maryland.   The 

Virginians  are,  in  general,  good  mafters  ;  the 

feutimcnts  of  philanthj-opy,  ^  which  have  not 

yet   gained  fufficient  ground  in  Virginia  to 

prepare    the   emancipation   of  flaves,    have 

however  had  influence  enough  to  caufe  them 

to  be  better  treated  and  fed.     It  is  generally 

felt  in  Virginia,  that  abfolute  flavery  cannot 

Continue  long;  men  of  fenfe,  at  leaft,  are 

^oxx  vinccd  of  the  truth  of  this  remark.     Let 

^s    indulge  in  the  hope,  that  this  convi6lioa 

^^ill  infenfibly.  lead  to  fome  generous  refolu- 

^^^xi,  which  will  prove  as  beneficial  to  the 

*^  filers  as  the  flaves. 

>.IINERALOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

The  depth  of  the  layer  of  fand  prevents 
^Uy  done  from  being  perceived  in  the  vici- 
nity 
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mty  of  Norfolk,  yet  at  a  fliort  diftafice  froixk 
that  place  quarries  are  found  and  worked. 
The  flones  employed  in  building  are  quarts;, 
feldfpar,  and  fteatites.  On  the  fea*(horc  thd 
ground  confifts  of  a  fine  fand,  dry  and  liglit^ 
but  is  in  feveral  inftances  pierced  by  rockS 
of  granite.  In  Difmal'Swamp  the  fame  frag- 
ments of  trees  are  found  buried  and  prefervcd 
under  the  vegetable  earth,  in  different  dc* 
grecs  of  depth,  as  in  the  plains  which  rife  \Vi 
the  form  of  a  terrace  near  the  bed  of  th^ 
liver  Connefticut.  Thefc  fragments  arc  ftill 
more  abundant  there:  when  dug  out  of  the 
ground  they  are  alfo  in  a  foft  flate,  but  grow 
hard  when  cxpofed  to  the  air.  From  the 
mouth  of  James-River,  as  far  as  the  Blue 
Mountains,  the  fame  minerals  are  found  as 
in  the  reft  of  America^  Near  Chelapcak- 
Bay  you  meet  with  irregular  maffes  of  gra- 
nite, which  farther  on  are  replaced  by  re- 
gular layers  of  quartz,  feldfpars,  fchoerl,  and 
an  argillaceous  fhiftus.  This  fucceffion  of 
minerals  is  found  two  or  three  times  in  the 
tra(S  of  country  which  is  wafhed  by  James- 
River,  '  Near  York  and  Williamfburg  you 
find  large  beds  of  oyftcr- (hells,  four  or  five 

feet 


XORTH  AMEElicA,   CANADA,  &C.  £35 

It  ill  depth,  which  fometimes  appear  above 
::   iurface  of  the  ground ;  you  alfo  fee  ftones 
mpoTed  of  conglomerations  of  granite,  and. 
2:2^xch  feem  to  be  a  fpccies  of  impcrfed  pud< 
*ftone.     The  ftones  waihed  by  the  ra- 
of  James-River  at   Richmond   are  a 
ies  of  granite.     On  making  an  excava* 
at  Roquet tCy  large  quantities  of  copperas- 
nc,  enveloped  in  a  bluifli  and  very  tender 
'th,  were   found.     Thefe   ftones  contain 
ch  copper ;  they  are  alfb  faid  to  include  a 
liable  quantity  of  filver,  but  the  prefenc© 
his  metal  has. not  yet  been  afcertaincd  by 
proper  experiment^  and  much  lefs  its 
portion. 

-At  Dover,  where  the  coal-mines  which 

'  vifited  are  (ituated,  the  foil  confifts  chiefly 

a  fand-ftone,  interfperfcd  with  fragments 

granite,  which  when  broken  prefervc  the 

^^^iginal  texture  of  the  ftone.     It  is  in  thefe 

*^ycrs  that  the  coal  is  found  in  immediate 

^^'^tad  with  ftone  of  a  fandy  or  argillaceous 

^^mpofition,  and  with  a  blue   clay.     That 

P^^t  of  the  country  which  contains  the  coal- 

* 

°^^nes  is  about  ten  miles  in  breadth,  but  itg 
Itngth    is    not  yet   ascertained;    it   oroffes 

James- 
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James-River.  The  ftrata  of  coal  arc  in  gc* 
neral  thicker  at  the  extremities  and  where 
they  lie  neareft  to  the  furface  of  the  ground ; 
their  diredion,  which  is  from  weft  to  caft, 
forms  with  the  horizon  a  very  obtufc  angle. 
As  foon  as  you  leave  this  diftrift,  you  meet 
again  with  granite,  which  now  lies  in  layers, 
is  interfperfed  with  mica,  and  feems  in  fc- 
vcral  inftances  to  be  a  real  cryftallization* 
The  foil  is  a  hard  clay.  Some  miles  fronci 
Milton,  at  the  foot  of  the  South  Mountains, 
there  is  a  vein  of  lime-ftonc,  formed  like 
Ihiftus,  and  placed  between  layers  of  perfect 
ilate.  When  calcined,  it  yields  excellent 
lime.  This  vein  runs  in  a  fouth-weft  direc- 
tion as  far  as  the  river  Roanoke  in  Nortji- 
Carolina,  that  is,  one  hundred  and  forty 
miles,  and  upwards  of  fixty  miles  towards 
the  north-eaft.  It  is  in  no  inftances  more 
than  ten  feet  thick,  and  frequently  le(s.  In 
all  the  furrounding  fields  are  found  large 
detached  maflfes  of  white  quartz,  refting  on 
layers  of  blue  fliiftus;  and  likewife  ftrata  of 
a  greenifti  grey  colour,  Mafles  of  granite 
are  likewife  very  common  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  South  Mountains.     There  is  alfo  to  be 

found 
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nd  a  grey  undulated  rock,  which  eafiljr 

arates  into  (heets,  that  contain  a  confider- 

c  quantity  of  magnefia.     The  foil  which 

Alters  this  fmall  chain  of  mountains  (Baft, 

i"<en,   and  South  Mountains)  is  of  a  red- 

Oi   colour,   and   extremely   fruitful.      Bc- 

een  this  ridge  and  the  Blue  Mountains  the 

ound  contains  much  ochre,  and  fulphureous 

UiKiick  is  found  there  in  great  quantities. 

c   valley  between  the   Blue  and    North 

ountains    abounds   with   layers   of   lime- 

e,  feveral  of  which  form  an  angle  with 

^"^  horizon.     Near  Keyflel-Town,  twenty- 

*^^e  miles  from  Staunton,  they  drop  nearly 

Perpendicularly,  and  are  generally  covered 

^*th  a  reddifli  earth,  and  fometimes   with 

S^^nite  of  a  yellow  colour.     Lime-flone  is 

^*^o  found  near  Winchefter ;  but  further  on 

^^     icon    disappears,    and    is    replaced    by   a 

^iCtous  and  quartzous  flate.    Granite  is  only 

*^^eri  in  a  few  detached  malfes  on  the  road 

*^^m  Winchefter  to  Harper's  Ferry ;  and  in 

P^Ogreffive  fucceffion   we  meet  with  layers 

^   yellow  fliift,  which  eafily  fepa rates  into 

^in  Iheets,  and  is  interfoerfed  with  brilliant 

Particles,  refcmbling  mica,  of  a  yellow  (late 

and 
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and  of  lime.ftone.     The  rocks  m  the  Blud 
Mountains  confift  near  Harper's  Ferry,   ad 
they  do  throughout  this  whole  chflin^  chiefly 
of  granite  :  but  we  alio  meet  with  frtec-ftoac 
and  feldfpar.     Near  Frederick- Town,^  lifxie^' 
ftone  is  again  fcen  ;  but  free-ftone,  fif^  aild 
a  fpecies  of  micaceous  fand  in  the  foad  to* 
EUicof s-^Mill^  are   alfo   found.      The  rocks* 
which  bound  in  this  place  the  river  Pata^fim* 
iare  calcareous  ftones. 

TREES. 

Among  the'  numberlefs  fpecies  of  trees 
which  grow  in  Virginia,  are  difl:ingui(hed  the 
filver-leaved  maple,  the  afh-leaved  maple^ 
the  climbing  trumpet  flower,  the  catl^lpa 
tree,  the  Carolinian  allfpice,  the  iudas  tree, 
the  Virginian  mefpilus  (of  which-  L  have 
feen  fome  twenty-five  feet  in  height)  ;  coraet 
trees  of  different  forts;  the  perfimon,  the 
nickar  tree,  the  triancanthus,  wahiut>  va- 
rious fpecies  of  cedars,  fweet  bay,  benjamin 
tree»  and  another  laurel  of  which  I  do  not 
know  the  name;  the  maple- leaved  liq^uid- 
cambar,    the  evergreen  laurel-leaved   tulip 

tree. 
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,  the  fwamp  pine^  and  many  others ;  the 

and  Carolina  poplar^  various  fpecies  of 

the   fmooth    fumach,    pfeudo  -  acada^ 

:s4Agc-tr«e9  &c*:  but  many  of  them,  the 

tm^aJip  tree,  for  inHance,  do  not  attain  the  fame 

l^^ight  in  Virginia  as  in  South-Carohna  and 

C^.coi^ia«     Although  Virginia  does  not  pro^ 

^^^cc.  ibme  trees,  which  grow  only  under  a 

^^^^iier  degree  of  latitude,  yet  it  contains  in 

opinion,  a  greater  variety  of  ipecies  thaii 

other  ftate.     There  is  alfo  a  great  mul- 

city  of  plants,  but  they  are  lefs  fragrant 

in  South- Carolina. 


ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

e   Virginian    Icgiflature   applies    itfelf 

peculiar  care  to  the  improvement  of; 

navigation*    Several  canals  are  either 

commenced,  or  projedled,  in  places 

the  river  navigation  is  intercepted  by 

^pidsi.  but,  as  in  the  refl  of  the  United 

^^tcs,  art  is  not  fufficiently  attended  to  in 

^ir  conftrudtion.     Wbrks  of  this  kind  are 

carried  oa   without   pr^vioufly  confidcring 

tbebeft  DMaos  of  completing  them ;,  whence 

it 


times    Dad,    yet    upon    i 
better  than  in  the  other 
back  country,  where  I 
preferable  to  the  inns  h 
inhabited  parts  of  New- 


JOURNEY  TO  FRE 


A  boat  takes  up  the  t 
and  lands  them  in  Mar^ 
mack  forms  the  limit 
You  crofs  it  twenty  toil 
with  the  Shenandoah, 
you  enjoy  this  grand 
from  any  other  poir 
through  which  the  Pot( 
Maryland  the  name  of 
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^*oug  the  balls  of  thofe  mountains,  and  the 

^otowmiack,  the  bed  of  which  is  not  grown 

^^'idcr  from  having  received  the  Shenandoah. 

-*t  flows  amidft  fragments  of  rocks,  which 

^^ndcr   its  courfe   uneven   and   noify.     Six 

^ilcs  farther  on  you  leave  the  Potowmack 

^o  alceud  the  Coofoojky  Mountains^  a  chain  of 

^'Mall  extent,  from  which  the  view  of  the 

^^ue-Ridge,  of  the  North  Mountains,  and 

*"^   preceding  fmall  heights,  a  part  of  which 

^      cultivated,   efpecially   in  Maryland,  and 

^^^\y  of  the  Potowitiack,  which  you  fee  a 

oiil^    beyond  the  Blue-Ridge,  forms  a  grand 

delightful  profpe<5l. 

e  South  Mountains  feparate  the  coun- 

cf  Wafliington  and  Frederick.    On  pur- 

*^^^'^g  the  road  which  I  travelled,  you  only 

^^^^h  Wafhiugton-County,  one  of  the  moft 

^^Ithy  and  fruitful  parts  of  Maryland.     It 

*"^ilhes  all  fpecies  of  grain  for  the  export 

^^c  of  Baltimore,  and  aUb  wrou?ht-iron : 

^bounds  with  iron  mines.    The  populatioa 

^hc  county  amounts  to  about  fifteen  thou- 

^d  fouls,   eighteen  hundred  of  whom  are 

*^^gro  (laves.     Weft  of  Waftiington-County 

*^  ^hat  of  Alleghany,  the  laft  of  the  ftates  of 

'^^^yland  in  this  dircdion. 

Vol.  III.  R  The 
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The  fettlemcnt  of  the  country  bctwi 
Harper's  Ferry  and  the  Coofoolky  Moi 
tains  is  juft  beginning.  You  meet  witl 
few  fmall  habitations,  moft  of  which  h: 
been  built  within  thefe  three  years ;  they 
miferable  log-houfcs,  with  about  twc 
acres  of  cleared  ground.  The  new  fctt] 
arrive  moftly  from  the  environs  of  Lancafl 
and  the  county  of  Dauphin  in  Pennfylvan 
many  come  alfo  from  the  lower  parts 
Maryland,  and  fbme  from  Ireland.  Th( 
families  appear  to  be  an  aftivc  and  iud\ 
trious  kind  of  people.  In  this  part  of  t 
country  land  fetches  from  eight  to  ten  d 
lars  the  acre,  and  yet  it  is  not  better  th 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  in  Virgin 
where  it  is  fold  for  four  or  five,  and  wh< 
the  habitations  are  very  fcarce  ;  yet  the  d 
eafe/  of  the  grain,  called  widhy  is  here  u 
known.  The  Potowmack  forms  on  t 
north  fide  the  limit  of  this  fcourgc,.  as  I 
Blue  Mountains  do  on  the  cafl:.  Na  H. 
lian  flies  are  fcen  here,  and  the  rot  occurs  1 
very  lelJom. 

The  harvcft  is  this  year  very  plentiful, 
in  fadt  it  is  in  all   other  parts ;  and    tho 

farmc 
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rxners  in  Maryland  who  do  not  fpeculate  in 
-2iin,  rejoice  at  the  fall  of  its*  price.  But 
ny  others,  who  have  plunged  into  fpecu- 
lations  of  this  nature,  will  fuilain  confidcr- 
ablc  lofles  from  this  fudden  fall.  May  this 
difaftrous  experience  render  them  more  cau- 
iis  and  prudent  for  the  future  !  A  fpirit 
commercial  fpeculation  in  a  farmer  is  the 
n  of  agriculture ;  his  means  are  far  in- 
ferior in  extent  to  thofe  of  a  merchant  ia 
town,  who  makes  up  the  lofs  of  one  fpecu- 
lation by  the  fuccefs  of  another.  But  the 
former  who  lofes  the  value  of  his  commodi- 
ties, or  is  badly  paid  for  them,  contrafts 
debts,  cultivates  his  land  with  lefs  care,  is 
obliged  to  fell  his  cattle,  his  crops  are  lefs 
plentiful,  and  the  whole  of  fociety  thus 
*hares  his  lofs ;  for  the  profperity  of  culti- 
vators is  more  intimately  conne6led  with  the 
S^neral  welfare  than  that  of  any  other  in- 
^^ftrious  clafs  of  the  people. 

The  Coofoofky  Mountains  arc  tolerably 
^^Itivated  ;  fome  of  them  are  fo  up  to  their 
^^ry  fummits.  Farther  on  in  the  country 
"^bitations  increafe  in  number,  culture  ex- 
pands, and  the  corn-fields  grow  larger:  land 

R  2  fetches 
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fetches  in  thefe  mountains  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  dollars  the  acre,  and  this  price  con- 
tinues much  the  fame  until  we  reach  the  en- 
virons of  Frederick-Town.  Meadowis  are 
there  more  frequent,  and  the  abundance  of 
water  enables  the  farmers  to  water  theii* 
grafs-lands,  which  is  executed  by  fomc  of 
them  with  a  confiderable  (hare  of  {kill.  The 
water  is  conduced  through  wooden  pipes» 
which  communicating  from  one  height  to 
another,  frequently  diftant  feveral  hundred 
toifes,  traverfe  the  fmall  dale  which  feparates 
them*  Timothy  grafs  and  red  clover  form 
the  artificial  meadows  of  the  country.  White 
clover  grows  naturally  pretty  thick  and  finel 
Culture  increafcs,  the  land  grows  better, 
and  the  meadows  augment  in  number,  hi  the 
vicinity  of  Frederick-Town.  Land  is  Ibid 
there  for  from  twenty- five  to  thirty  dollars 
the  acre,  and  grafs*land  for  fifty. 

FREDERICK-TOWN,   THE  CAPITAL  OE^ 
FREDERICK-COUNTY. 

This  town,  fituated  on  the  creek  Carolk. 
a  branch  of  the  river  Monacafy^  is  very  wdU 

built* 
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built.-    The  greater  number  of  houfes  are 

ftone  buildings;  the  town-hall,  poor-houfe, 

and   court-houfe,   arc   very  •  fine   ftruftures, 

The  population  of  Frederick-Tovva  amounts 

to    about  two   thoufand   fouls,   a   fourth  of 

W'hom  arc  negroes.     It  carries  on  a  confider- 

?.l>le  trade  with  the  back  country,  which  it 

ftipplies  with  merchandize  drawn  from  Bal* 

t-irnore,  and  tranfmits  to  thp  latter  place  ii> 

'"^turn    the   produce   of  the  back   country, 

liich  is  rich,  fruitful,   and  thickly  fettled  j 

gicneral,  induftry   is  beyond  comparifoi> 

Ore  a6live  there  than  iji  Virginia. 

A  glafs  manufadlory  had  been  eftablifticd 

e   miles   from    Frederick-Town.      Butj 

ether  through  the  mifcondudl  or  the  mif-^ 

rtunes  of  the  proprietors^  v/ho  came  /rom 

remen  in  Germany,  from  want  of  money, 

perhaps  from  a  coincidence  of  all  thcfa 

^^ufes^  this  manufadlure  has  (hared  the  fate 

^f  almoft  all  firft  eftabliftiments  of  this  na? 

*^re,  and  is  fo  near  its  deftrydion,  that  the 

*«^ttcr  may  be  confidered  as  complete.     The 

^3.w  rpaterials,   I  have  been  alFured,   are  in 

great  abundance  near  the  fpot  where  it  19 

Ijfua^cd.     If  thi^  be  actually  the  cafe,  it  will 

R3  be 
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be  relieved  either  by  the  prefent  managers  or 
others,  which  is  immaterial  in  a  public  point 
of  view  j  but  it  is  of  great  importance  for  the 
country  to  pofTcfs  a  glafs-manufaftory,  that 
may  leflea  the  quantity  of  this  fort  of  im- 
ports from  England,  which  their  fragility 
fenders  fo  profitable  to  the  vender,  and  fo 
indifpenfibly  neceflary  to  the  buyer.  Mary- 
land abounds  in  iron,  and  iron  works  arc 
very  numerous  throughout  the  ftate,  which 
carries  on  a  confiderable  trade  in  wrought- 
iron.  Many  of  them  are  eftabliflied  in  the 
environs  of  Frederick-Town. 

Frederick-County  contains  about  thirty- 
one  thoufand  inhabitants,  four  thoufand  of 
whom  are.  negroes.  Since  ir9l>  the  year 
when  the  cenfus  was  taken,  the  population 
of  Frederick-County  has  been  confiderably 
increafcd  by  the  emigration  of  families  from 
other  parts.  The  land  is,  in  general,  good, 
and  produces  wheat,  rye,  barley,  and  Indian 
corn,  in  confiderable  quantities  for  the  ex- 
port trade  of  Baltimore,  and  alfo  fome  hemp 
and  flax.  Much  flour  is  likewife  fent  to 
Baltimore  out  of  the  county,  where  the  num- 
ber of    mills    is   very   confiderable.      The 

country 


f 


NORTH   AMERICA,  CAXADA,  &C.  C-^7 

country  between  Frederick-Town  and  Bal- 
tirr\ore  confifts  of  a  continual  fucceffion   of 
/Lxiall  hills,  and  the  road  is  very  feldom  even 
a  mile  together.     Although  the  country 
upon   the    whole   tolerably   fettled,    yet 
ere  are  naany  parts  which  are  but  thinly 
l^abited,  and  thefe  are  even  more  extenfivc 
D  the  reft.     The  nature  of  the  wood  in- 
Ai<i3tes  a  fruitful  foil.    Tobacco  was  formerly 
tivated  in  great  quantities  ;  but  this  fpecics 
culture,  which  has  as  much  decreafed  in 
rviand  as  in  all  the  other  Southern  States, 
here  almoft  reduced  to  nothing.     It  has 
en  fuperfcded  every-where  by  the  culture 
wheat,  although  the  latter  labours  here 
-  "^^i^der  the   fame   imperfeftions  as   in  other 
places.     They   plough  two  or  three  inches 
deep :   the  fields  are   but  feldom  manured  ; 
^^d  what  little  dung  they  gather  is  allotted 
^  the  grafs  land.     From  this  carelefs  con- 
^^<^  in  regard  to  the  prefervation  and  aug- 
mentation of  manure,  it  (hould  fcem  th^t 
^^^y  are  not  fenfiblc  of  its  value. 


»« 


R  4  POPLAR- 


248  TRAVEL*    THROUGH 

POPLAR-SPRING. 

f 

On  the  12th  of  July  I  fpcnt  the  hotteft 
part  of  the  day  at  Poplar-Sprtng.     Although 
this   part   of    the    country   has    been   long 
fettled,  yet  the  number  of  new  colonifts  far 
exceeds  that  of  the  ancient  inhabitants.    The 
price  of  land  in  the  neighbourhood  is  from 
ten  to  twelve  dollars  the  acre.     The  procefe 
of  clearing  is  much  the  fame  there  as  in  all 
the  other  parts  of  America.     Indian  corn  is  • 
fown  the  firft  year,  then  follows  wheats  fre- 
quently from  fix  to  fe\'en  years  without  in* 
terruption,  or   as  long  as  the  foil  >vill  bear 
anyj  afterwards  it  lies  fallow  until  another- 
partof  the  ground,  which  in  the  mean  time 
has  been  cleared,  Is  alfo  cxhaufted   in    its 
turn.     As  it  demands  more  labour  and  care. 
to  convert  woodland  into  meadows,  much 
ground  is  left  uncleared,  which  would  make 
excellent  gra(s-land.     Its  turn  will  doubtlefe 
come,  for  the  country  is  in   an   irhproving 
ftatc  ;  but  fo  much  land  is  yet  covered  with 
wood,  that  many  years  will  elapfe  before  a 
Ikilful  and  extenfive  ftate  of  cultivation  can 
be  eflablifhed. 

The 
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The    ground    is    throughout    the    whole 
untry  tilled  with  horfes,  which  coft  from 
e  hundred  and  thirty  to  one  hundred  and 
'ty  dollars.     The  cows  are  fine,  and  worth 
om  twenty-five  to  thirty  dollars.     Wheat 
cut  with  the  fickle,  but  oats  and  rye  with 
(cythe  ;  labourers  are  eafily  procured,  and 
id  at  the  rate  of*  one  dollar  a  day  during 
5  harveft ;    at  other    times    they    receive 
(hillings  a  day   (money  of  Marvland, 
^ich  is  of  the  fame  value  as  that  of  Penn- 
^Xlvania),  or  eight  dollars  a  month.     Cattle 
'**tencd  either   in    the  fine  meadows    near 
^  ^cderick-Town,  or  in  other  lels  rich  paf- 
^es,  are  fent  to  Baltimore  or  Philadelphia. 
e  inhabitants  buy  flour  of  the  waggoners, 
*^o  convey  it  to  Baltimore,  and  pay  nearly 
^-^^  fame  price  as  in  this  town.    It  fetches  at 
"^is  time  eight  dollars  per  barrel ;  but  in  the 
^^urfe  of  laft  January  it  was  fold  for  fourteen, 
during  my  ftay  at  the  inn  I  heard  feveral 
farmers  exprefs  their  fatisfa61:ion  at  the  fall 
of  the  price  of  grain,  on  account  of  its  being 
likely  to  occafion  failures  among  the  mer- 
chants of  Baltimore.     *♦  Thefc  people/'  laid 
thty^  **  have  gained  from  us  all  they  could, 

and 
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and  carried  it  to  France ;  and  now  they  carry 
both  our  money  and  that  of  France  to  Eng- 
land :  if  they  fail,  it  is  what  they  deferve/* 

They   who   doubt  the  difpofition  of  the 
American  people  in  favour  of  France,  if  not 
wedded  to  their  erroneous  opinions,  have  but 
to   travel  among  the   country   people,   and 
they  will  find  them  full  of  miftruft,  ani- 
mofity,    and   hatred   againft   England,    and 
well-difpofed  in  favour  of  the  French  nation. 
They  will  find  the  death  of  Louis  XVI.  and 
the  crimes  which  fucceeded  it,  as  much  dc-. 
tefted  as  they  are  in  England ;  but  they  will 
alfo  meet  with  as  many  zeatous  partizaus  of 
the  caufc  of  France,  and  of  that  of  true  li- 
berty, as  perfons  to  converfe  with  on  thefe^ 
topics :  to  chcrifti  and  commiierate  Fayettcs 
feems  a  fort  of  religious  duty  in  this  country  ^ 
They  will  alfo  find,  that  the  Prefidcnt  is  uni^ 
verfally  refpedted,   and   that  nobody   is 
clined  to  impute  to  him  the  injurious  ftipi 
lation  of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  which 
generally  difliked.     Let  me  repeat  it  on( 
more,  that  I  wifli  to  be  underftood  as  allu 
ing  to  fuch  people  only  as  from  princip" 
and  a  fenfe  of  their  own  intereft,  difdain 

conne(fti< 
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Connexion  with  England,  and  who  may  be 

J^-iftly   called  the   true   and   real   American 

People.     I  have  divefted  myfelf  to  fuch   a 

^^gree  of  national   prejudices  and   precon- 

c^^ived  perfonal  opinions  on  this  fubjeft,  that 

I      am  fiire  my  obfervations  on  this  head  arc 

xindcd  in   truth.     They   who   are   deter* 

itied  to  differ  from  me  in  opinion  may  yet 

rt,  that  my  prejudices  have  deceived  mc 

ipite  of  myfelf,  or  that  the  country  people 

s    a  fet  of  ignorant,  ftupid,    and   deluded 

rfbns,  and  that  the  faculties  of  fair  and 

ndid   difcuffion   are    concentrated  in    the 

tics.     To  aflertions  fo  ftrange  and  illiberal 

^      fliali  not  reply ;  for  why  fhould   I  argue 

ith  thofe  who  are  determined  not  to  change 

_ir  opinion  ? 

ELLICOT'S-MILL. 

From  Poplar-Spring  a  road  has  been  cut 

^'^ithin  a  few  years,  which  abridges  by  fome 

*^ilcs  the  road  to  Baltimore.     It  is  bad,  and 

^^ing  quite  new  it  pafles  but  by  very  few 

*^bitations :  about  fifteen  miles  from  Balti* 

^ore    you    perceive   the   manfion   of  Mr. 

Carrol, 
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Carrol^  about  a  mile  diftant  from  the  road, 
From  the  multiplicity  of  buildings  united 
in  his  fettlemcnt,  it  has  rather  the  appear-r 
ance  of  a  village,  than  of  the  laabit^tioxi  of 
a  private  gentleman.  Mr.  Carrol  has  united 
feyeral  eftablifliments  on  this  fpot  j  he  pof-? 
fefles  an  extenfiye  farm^  and  a  great  numbei: 
pf  ^legroes,  but  not  having  been  in  his  plan-? 
tation,  I  am  not  able  to  give  a  deta'ded  ac* 
count  of  it. 

EUicpt's-Mill  js  a  fmall  village,  th?  pria- 
cipal  eftablifhment  of  which  is  a  large  grift- 
mill  bplonging  to   Mr.   EUicot,  and  named 
after  him.     This  mill  has  fix  pair  of  milk 
flones,  and  is  conftru^led  as  well  as  any  oF" 
the  mills  of  Brandy  wine,  of  which  it.  poff^- 
fefles  all  the  perfedtions.     The  fituatipn    oiF" 
this  place,  encircled  by  mountains,  is  truly 
romantic.     The  water  is  clear,  the  rocks  arc 
high  and  majeftic  j  and  I  could  have  wiflied 
to  enjoy  one  day  longer  this  view,  wbich^ 
being  rather  gloomy,  was  well  adapted   to 
my  prefent  frame  of  mind ;  but  the  fcorch- 
ing  heat  forced  me  to  proceed  to   ^   nipre^ 
temperate  part  of  the  country. 

1  flifiU  relate  here,  with  all  humility,  what 

happened^ 
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Happened  to  me  with  three  Frenchmen  of 

tHe  Weft-India  Iflands,  whom  I  found  at  tht 

^ttn,  and  one  of  whom  1  underftood  after- 

vv'ards  wis  Mr.  Thomas^  late  French  Conful 

^t    Baltimore,  and  another  his  phyfician,  who 

^^^ended  him  to  the  Berkley   waters.     Al- 

*"o\igh   I    addrefled    them    in    our    native 

«cch,    they   conceived,   from   my  modeft 

ay  of  travelling,  fo  mean  an   opinion   of 

c,   that   they  rcfblved   to  flecp   all   three 

tlier  in  a  room  which  contained  only  two 

s,  than  to  fufFer  "  a  poior  devil  of  fo  mean 

appearance'^  to  repofe  in  the  fame  room 

ith  one  of  them.     This  declaration,  which 

s  not   made   with   the  intention  that  I 

ould  hear  it,  was  overheard  by  me  in  a 

corner  of  the  garden,  where  I  was  fmoking 

fegar.     As   the   obfei*vation   concerned 

^^«^ly  my  outward  appearance,  I  did  not  think 

yfelf  bound  to  take  it  up.     I  fupped  alone, 

laid  down  on  the  floor  on  a  mattreft, 

^^liich  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe  had  placod 

irk   the  fecond  room,  where   the  coachmaii 

^^  thcfe  gentlemen  had  taken  poffeflion  of  a 

S^^  bed.     I  laughed  on   looking  back  to 

^^  time   when  the  haughty  Mr.  Thomas 

would 
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would  not  have  dreaded  my  company  q 
fb  much ;  and  my  fleep  was  as  found  as 
had  been  called  to  the  honour  of  fleepin| 
the  fame  room  with  Mr.  Thomas  himfel 

BALTIMORE. 

The  road  continues  as  mountainous,  d 
cult^  and  covered  with  fand  and  fragm 
of  rocks,  as  before,  until  four  or  five  n 
from  Baltimore.  During  the  whole  of 
journey  you  fee  neither  good  nor  nume 
habitations;  the  land  is  but  of  a  midd 
quality,  in  a  great  meafure  uncultivated, 
the  reft  in  a  very  indifferent  ftate  of 
provement.  Four  or  five  miles  from  B 
more  the  ground  grows  even,  the  habitat 
become  more  numerous,  and  aiTume  a  be 
appearance.  In  proportion  as  you  d 
nearer  the  tov/n,  the  dwelling-houfes 
Ipeak  more  and  more  the  wealth  of  iu 
habitants,  and  the.  profperity  of  its  c< 
merce. 

The  criminal  jurifprudencc  of  Mary! 
has  not  yet  experienced  any  alteration  ii 
aocient  fc^m,  proceedings,  or  pradice.     ' 

con^ 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA^  &C.  9,55 

convifts  work  at  the  roads,  loaded  with  irons. 
— ^What  little  work  they  perform  is  badly 
done,  and  they  frequently  efFed:  their  efcape. 
This  fyftem  is  not  by  any  means  produftive 
of  more  beneficial  refults  in  Maryland  than 
It  Was  in  Pennfylvania,  where  it  has  been 
^boliflied.  It  will  undoubtedly  undergo  a 
change. — But  at  what  time  ? — And  why  has 
*^  not  been  yet  fuppreffed  ? 

Baltimore  is,  after  Philadelphia  and  New- 
*  ork,   the  moft   important  trading  port  in 
-Arnerica  ;  at  Icaft,  it  difputes  this  rank  with 
^harleftown   and   Bofton.      Being    lituated 
^^arer  to  the  rivers  Youghiogeny  and  Mo- 
^-^Hgahel,  which  empty  themfelves  into  the 
^hio  by  Pittfturg  and  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
*^orc  pofTeffes  a  part  of  the  trade  of  the  back 
^^Untry   of  Pennfylvania,   fupplies  moft  of 
^J^e  ftores  which  furnifh  the  weftern  terri- 
tories with  merchandize,  and  receives  in  re- 
turn a  part  of  their  produce.     It  contains  at 
•    prcfcnt  fronfi   four  to  five  thoufand  houfes, 
and  has  been  almoft  entirely  built  fince  the 
peace  of  17O3.     It  has  ftill  more  rapidly  in- 
crealcd  fince  17S3,  and  efpecially  fince  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent  war.     The  inn- 
keeper 
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keeper  at  Poplar- Spring  told  rac,  that  in 
]7^0>  when  he  landed  at  Baltimore  on  his 
arrival  from  Germany,  the  whole  place  con- 
fifted  of  nme  miferable  log-houfcs,  and  now 
it  is  one  of  the  fincft  towns  on  the  Conti-- 
nent,  as  it  contauis  no  old  iioufes,  and  mod 
of  the  prcfcnt  have  been  conftruded  of  late 
years ;  they  are  ail  built  on  good  principles^ 
and  moftly  of  bricks.  The  numerous 
churches  of  all  religious  perfuafions,  as  well 
as  the  public  buildings,  are  conflrudled  in  a 
fimplc  and  elegant  ftylc.  The  town,  which 
increafcs  in  every  dircdion,  gains  in  extent^ 
particularly  on  the  bay,  where  ftreets  are 
paved  and  formed  on  a  ground  wrefted  from 
the  fca,  and  where  a  few  years  fince  vefTels 
were  afloat.  This  fort  of  work,  to  which 
the  infpeftors  of  the  town  have  alligned  cer- 
tain limits,  extends  daily.  Ships  of  burthen 
cannot  proceed  higher  up  the  river  than 
Feiri^Potnty  at  which  place  they  load  and 
unload.  No  bufinefs,  however,  is  tranfafitxi 
at  Feirs'-Pohit ;  every  thing  being  done  at 
Baltimore,  which  is  feparated  from  it  by  a 
flat  and  open  fpacc  of  ground  about  a  nxile 
in  extent.     The  merchants'  couuting-houles 

and 
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(ind   principal  warehoufes  are  at  Baltimore  ; 

there  being  at  Fell^s-Point  only  a  few  incon- 

(iderable   warehoufes,   which  fomc   of    the 

merchants  have  for  temporary  purpofes.     If 

the  trade  of  this  city  continues  to  increafe  as 

nitherto,  the  fpace  of  ground  lying  between 

Baltimore  and  Fcirs-Point  will  be  covered 

^ith  buildings,  and  the  two  places  will  form 

"*>t    one  town.     At  prefent  new  houfcs  arc 

building  in  every  ftreet;  and  the  town  fprcads 

^Verjr  day  towards  the  harbour,  and  on  the 

^^ft  fide  upon  the  grounds  belonging  to  Co^ 

•^^^i  Howard^  the  value  of  whidh  from  this 

Cirei:inj{tance  increafcs  continually. 

The  lands  of  this  wealthy  proprietor  are, 

»*^**    the  moft  part,  let  upon  building-leafes, 

^*^tch  I  imagine  to  be  owing  to  fcarcity  of 

^<^cy  among  the  fpeculators  in  thefc  build- 

^^5^  ;  for  other  wife  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  he 

^cnjld  prefer  the   felling   of  the    grounds, 

which  would  enable  him  to  difpofe  of  his 

property    as    circumftances   and    his    own 

judgement  might  point  out.     He  never  fails 

to  iell  parcels  of  the  ground,  where  he  has  an 

opportunity  I  and  feveral  of  them   having 

Vol.  III.  S  been 
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been  bought  aud  fold  again,  have  made 
fortunes  of  two  or  three  {peculators, 

x^bout  a  mile  from  the  town,  at  the 
tremity  of  his  lands,  Colonel  Howard  1: 
handfome  houfe,  furrounded  with  lofty 
venerable  trees.     The  ground,  indeed, 
kind  of  park  formed  by  nature.     The  I 
is   delightfully  fituated  upon  an  emih< 
commanding  a  view  of  the  city  and  the 
as  far  as  the  Chefapeak,  and  on  the 
and  left  a  great  extent  of  highly-cultii 
ground.     This  place  (which  is  called 
vederej   is   the   ufual   relidence  of  Co 
Howard,  who  is  univerlally  eftcemed  fc 
courage  and  military  talents,  and  belovc 
his  private  virtues.     He  was  formerly 
vernor  of  the  ftate  of  Maryland.     He 
ried   Mifs  CheWj  daughter  of  my  val 
friend  Mr.   Chew,  of  Philadelphia,   v 
talents  and  accomplifliments  render  he: 
ferving  of  the  honour  of  belonging,  to 
amiable  family. 

I  made  but  a  fhort  flay  at  Baltimore 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  I  pafled  a1 
lonel  Howard's.     I  had  not,  therefore, 
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lent  opportunity  to  gain  all  the  informa- 
tion I  defired  refpefting  this  town  and  the 
State  of  Maryland ;  but  I  hope  to  procure 
*t   in  my  next  Journey. 


ANNAPOLIS. 


-Annapolis,  the  feat  of  the  government  of 

^  dryland,  is  the  ufual  refidencc  of  the  great 

^*^3ccrs  of  ftate;  and,  the  fuprcme  court  of 

J^  '^ice  holding  its  fittings  there,  it  is  the  vc- 

"^^  -cncc  alfo  of  moft  of  the  principal  lawyers. 

*    -tie  firft  clafs  of  inhabitants  at  Baltimore  i?, 
oi 


courfc,  chiefly  compofcd  of  merchants ; 
fo,  indeed,  than  at  Philadelphia,    Many 
rcantile  houfes  in  this  country   are  likely 
be  afFeftcd  by  the  fall  in  the  price  of  pro- 
^^fions   in   Europe.      At   prefent,   however, 
ty  keep  up  the  price  of  flour  at  ten  dol- 
ls ;  but  this  is  mere  fpeculation,  as  there  is 
'^V)  foreign  demand  for  it,  nor  would  there 
^  at  a  much  lower  price,  the  plenty  or  ap- 
parent plenty  of  corn  is  fo  great  in  Europe. 

The   public  buildings  are  by   no   means 
magnificent.     They  are,  however,  tolerable. 

S2  The 
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The  town  has  twelve  churches  belonging  to 
the  different  feds. 

JOURNEY  TO  PHILADELPHIA. 

My  horfc  being  lame,  I  refolved  to  go  in 
the  ftage  to  Philadelphia.  The  ftage  is  a 
miferable  mode  of  conveyance  in  America  ; 
the  roads  being  very  roughs  and  the  carriages 
in  a  v^retched  condition.  The  coaches  iet 
out  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  and  no  time 
is  given  to  recover  a  little  by  repofe  from  the 
terrible  flate  into  which  one  is  put  by  the 
jolting  of  the  carriage,  by  too  many  paC- 
fengers  being  crowded  together,  and  the 
trunks  and  parcels  which  are  thruft  into  the 
infide  of  thefe  vehicles  bruifing  one's  legs, 
that  have  not  room  to  be  ftretched  out  if  thefc 
packages  were  not  in  the  way.  But  I  had  no 
other  means  of  proceeding  to  Philadelpbia^ 
at  leafl  for  fome  time ;  and  I  contrived  1(9 
make  this  journey  as  little  inconvenient  aa 
could  be  for  a  flage- coach,  by  going  in  that 
which  carries  the  mail,  and  which>  bdng 
obliged  to  proceed  more  quickly,  takes  only 

fix 
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pafTengers,  is  provided  with  better  horfes, 
d  is»  in  all  refpefts,  better  conduced •     I 
cl  fortunately  no  fellow-travellers  but  the 
ily  of  Mr.  James  Barrij  a  merchant  of 
Itimore,  from  whom  I  had  received  many 
ilities  during  my  Ihort  ftay  in  that  town ; 
d  although  wc  were  I'even,  inftead  of  fix, 
Inad  no  reafon  to  complain.     But  it  is  not 
a  flage  that  the  traveller  can  purfue  his 
<juiries ;  he  fcarcely  fees  any  thing  of  the 
^^^ntry,  and  frequently  cannot  even  learn 
names  of  the  villages   and   creeks   he 


As  I  hope  to  make  this  journey  on 
*^^rfcback,   I  fhall,  till  then,  poftpone  the 
ff  ^^-^atcr  part  of  what  I  have  to  fay  refpecting 
^is  road. 

-At  Havre  de  Grace  we  croffed  the  Suf- 

*\Mehannah,  near  the  place  where  it  falls  into 

^i^*    Chefapeak*     The  country,  which  rifes 

^^  each  fide  of  the  river,  is  not  ill  cultivated ; 

^|^<1  has  a  fufficient  number  of  dwellings  to 

form  a  very  pleafing   profpefl.     The  Suf- 

<]>)ehannafa  in  this  place  is  above  a  mile  and 

^  quartet  in  breadth.     Three  or  four  fmall 

jflands,  both  above  and  below  the  ferry,  have 

^  good  6fFe6l ;  and  this  view,  although  not 

S3  grand 
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grand,  is  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  I  have 
feen  in  America.  - 

The  Sufquehannah   cuts   Maryland    into 
two  parts ;  one  of  which  is  called  the  fVef^ 
tern  Shore^  and  the  other  the  Eajiem  Share. 
The  latter  extends  along  the  Chefapeak,  to 
the  two  counties  of  Virginia;  and  is  fepa- 
rated  from   Delaware-Bay  by  the  State  of 
Delaware.    We  pafled  through  feveral  fmalL 
and  neat  towns,  belonging  to  the  State  of 
Maryland  ;  fuch  as  Cbarles^Town^  Elk^Town^ 
&:c.     After  which,  we  entered  the  State  of 
Delaware,  and  crofled  the  towns  of  CbrifL 
tiana  and  Wilmington  ;  the  latter  of  which  is 
only  twenty  miles  from  Philadelphia. 

RESIDENCE  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 

We  fet  out  from  Baltimore  at  four  o'clock 
on  Monday  morning,  and  arrived  at  Phila*. 
delphia  on  Tuefday,  July  20th,  at  eight  iq 
the  morning,  having  flopped  five  or  fix  hours 
at  Wilmington,  which  time  was  deflined  to 
Heep,  but  was  entirely  given  to  the  bugs 
and  fleas  jthat  fwarm  there. 

The  heat   of  this  fummcr  being  by  no 

means 
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means  fo  intenfc  as  is  ufual  here,  I  was  not 

^    much  incommoded  by  it  as   I  expefled. 

aving  got  my  letters,  and  informed  myfclf 

the  ftatc  of  Europe,  I  was  in  haftc  to  quit 

f^iniladelphia. 

The  price  of  flour  in  Philadelphia  has  not 

Hen  fo  much  as  might  be  expedled.     The 

rchants  keep  it  up  at  twelve  dollars ;  but 

-y  can  fell  only  to  bakers,  who  wanteJ. 

^^aey  or  forefight  to  lay  in  a  ftock  or  pur-' 

-^Sle   it   in  the  country.     The    warehoufes 

filled  with  this  article ;  and  a  fall  in  the 

muft  be  haftened  by  the  great  plenty  of 

prefent  harveft. 

I  muft  not  omit  to  mention  a  very  great 

^^^tural  curiofity,  that  I  faw  on  my  journey 

*^^    ^Philadelphia — a  negro  of  Virginia,  whofe 

^^i"^nts  were  both  negroes;  and  who,  gra- 

^^^^lly   changing    his    native    hue,   became 

^^^l^ite.     This  man  continued  black  till  he 

^^'^^s  forty  years  of  age,  when  the  (kin  of  his 

*^^gcrs,  near  the  nails,  began  at  firft  to  af- 

•^^'c^c   a   lighter .  colour,  and    continued   to 

S^^^^w  lighter  and  lighter  till  it  was  pcrfeflly 

^^itc.     The  procefs  was  the  fame  in  almoft 

||F  al\  the  different  parts  of  his  body.     Mis  legs, 

L  S  4  thighs 
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thighs,  arms,  and  hands^  are  white,  with  th# 
exception  of  a  few  fpots  of  different  (izea, 
which  are  brown,  ibme  of  a  deeper  (hade 
than   others,  but  all  being  lighter  towards 
the  edsres.     His  neck  and  (boulders  arc  ot 
the  fame  complexion  as  the  (kin  of  people 
with  red  hair;  and  is  freckled  in  the  (ame 
manner.     Straight  and  fmooth  hair  is  par* 
tially  fubftituted  for  his  natural  wool.     On 
his  breaft  there  remoin  tufts  of  the   wool ; 
but  they  fall  off  daily,  and  are  fuccecdcd  by 
black  or  grey  hairs.     His  face  is  white  from* 
the  hair  to  the  lowed  extremity  of  his  fore- 
head ;  his  nofe  is  black ;  the  reft  of  his  ^ce 
a  kind  of  brown,  deepeft  toward  the  nofe, 
and  gradually  growing  light  as  it  approaches 
the  white  part.     His  head,  all  of  which  is 
black,  is  ftill  covered  with  wool ;  except  at 
the  crown,   where   hair  has  difplaced   the 
wool.     His  private  parts,  he  (ays,  are  left 
advanced  in    this    progrefs,    although    the 
change  is  begun  in  them.     By  his  own  ac- 
count, a  fen(ible  progre(s  has  been  made  in 
this  mctamorphofis  of  his  perfon  during  the 
time  he  has  been  travelling,  which  has  been 
for  the  laft  three  months ;  and  there  is  no 

doubt 
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^oubt  but  in  a  Ihort  time  he  will  become 
^tttircly  white.  He  is,  at  prefent,  one  and 
rty  years  of  age. 

form  a  dif^iiK^  idea  of  this  metamor* 
,  the  white  colour  of  the  Ikin  is  not  to 
underflood  to  refemble  that  of  an  Albino^ 
t  to  be  the  real  complexion  of  white  peo- 
•^  or,  to  fpeak  more  particularly  ftill,  of 
hite  people  with  red  hair. 
TThcrc  is  no  reafon  to  queftion  the  extrac- 
11   of  this  negro ;   he  having  ferved  the 
l^olc  of  laft  war  in  a  corps  of  pioneers,  and 
^efides  well  known  in  Virginia,  where  he 
generally  refided,  and  furnilhed  with  ccr« 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  peiTons  diipofed 
queftion  the  fa6l.    The  change  has  not 
n  attended  with  any  ficknefs.     This  man 
Areb  about  the  country  to  (hew  himfelf  for 
Oncy.     It   is  to  be  obferved,   that  there 
•Ve  been  ieveral  inftances  in  America  of 
groes,  either  Mulattos  or  Indians,  chang- 
^^g  their   colour ;    ibme   after   illnefs,   and 
others  in  a  perfeft  ftate  of  health ;  but  there 
is  no  inftance  of  the  change  being  as  com* 
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SECOND  TOUR  TO  THE  NORTi? 

JOURNEY    FROM    PHILADELPHIA  T 

NEW-YORK. 

JlIaVING  determined  to  employ  the  n 
mainder  of  the  year  in  a  fecond  journey  1 
the  North,  I  fet  out  in  a  ftage  from  PhUi 
delphia  for  New-York;  I  was  defirous  » 
lofing  no  time  on  the  road,  and  the  heat  < 
the  weather  made  it  very  fatiguing  and  ii 
convenient  to  travel  on  horfeback. 

1  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  fevcral  < 
my  friends  during  a  ftay  of  twenty-fot 
hours  at  Trenton.  What  information  I  coul 
procure  there  I  propofe  to  blend  with  the  re 
fult  of  the  enquiries  I  (hall  make  in  a  longc 
vifi.t  to  Jerfey.  What  I  collefled  at  New 
York,  during  the  (hort  time  I  ftaid.  then 
fhall  alfo  be  hereafter  noticed  ;  but  I  had  tc 
little  opportunity  to  make  my  account  i 
copious  and  perfeft  as  I  could  wi(h.  Lctte: 
from  Europe,  to  which  I  was  compelled  t 
pay  great  attention,  engaged  much  of  tr 
time  ;  and  not  without  reafon.  The  fatigu 
of  four  fucceflive  months  employed  in  col 

Icdlin 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C.  UGj 

ic6king  information  had,  I  confefs,  inclined 
to  take  my  eafe ;  with  which  temper  I 
unwilling  to  quarrel,  having  determined 
t<^  let  afidc  feveral  weeks  before  my  depar- 
^"i-x*"c  from  America  to  acquire  a  competent 

ledge  of  that  interefting  city.     I  learn- 
»    however,  that  fpeculations  in  corn  and 
vir  have  greatly  deranged  the  affairs  of  fe- 
mercantile  houfes  at  New- York  ;  that 
of  the  firft  houfes   has  failed  from  the 
caufe  ;  and  that  others  are  on  the  eve 
following   it.     The    merchants    of   that 
,  either  lefs  wealthy  or  lefs  adventurous 
XI  thofe  of  Philadelphia,  have  lowered  the 
of  flour  to  ten  dollars,  which  is  a  third 
••^Is  than  it  was  fix  months  fince ;  but  even 
price  is  greatly  higher  than  it  ought  to 
from  the  demand  for  American  flour  in 
rope. 

PASSAGE  FROM  NEW- YORK  TO  PRa 

VIDENCE. 

As  I  was  already  well  acquainted  with  the 
SoftoQ  road  by  land,  I  embarked  on  board 
(he  Clementina,  one  of  the  pacquets  that  fail 
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conftantly  to  Providence.     Mr.  Qniili 

whom  I  had  met  at  Trenton,  had  lo 
way  ;  and  having  joined  mt  again  at  ] 

York,  he  took  his  paiTage  with  mc  i 

fame  pacquet. 

For  the  firft  eighteen  hours  the  wind 

very  favourable ;  but  then  fuddenly  cha 

and  being    in   our   teeth,  and   there 

every  appearance  of  an  approaching  1 

the  captain  judged  it  prudent  to  make 

fecure  harbour.     We  therefore  quittc 

track,  and  landed  at  Storming -Town  f  \ 

we  remained  thirty-fix  houfs. 

STONNING-TOWN  ;  ITS  TRADE ;  A 
CULTURE  OF  THE  NEIGHB( 
HOOD;  AND  PRICES  OF  ITS  PRO] 
TIONS. 

Stonning-Town  is  a  fmall  fea-port  rf 
ne6iicut.  It  takes  its  name  from  th< 
proprietor  of  the  lands  which  fortf 
townfliip.  The  name,  however,  is  coi 
ed  to  StoneS'Town;  which  fecms  to  b 
tural  enough,  for  the  rocks  projeft  inl 
ftrects  in  every  quarter.  The  prir 
ftreet  is  cleared  with  great  expencc  ar 

I 
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l>C3ur ;  but  the  reft  are  fo  encumbered,  that 

it:    is  with  difficulty,  and  not  without  danger, 

a.     pcrfbn  walks  along  them  at  night.    The 

t<i>  wnfliip  is  fifteen  miles  in  length,  and  eight 

i^^   breadth.     The  town  contains  from  twelve 

t  c^  thirteen  hundred  fouls.   The  land  is  chiefly 

ployed  in  padurage ;  on  which  a  confider- 

e   quantity  of  cattle  is  reared ;  but   the 

ief  produce  is  cheefe,  which   is  made  in 

eat   abundance,   and    is   in  great   requefl 

x"oughout  America.     Four  hundred  thou*- 

i^d  pounds  of  cheefe  are   yearly  exported 

o«n  Stonning-Town  to  the  different  ports  of 

United   States  ;  but   chiefly   to  Bofton, 

w-York,   Philadelphia,   and    Baltimore. 

e   price   at   thefe  places   is  about  eight 

xice  half-penny   per    pound.     This   com- 

erce  is  carried   on  partly  by  vefTels  that 

^^me  purpofely  to  purchafe  cheefe  at  Ston- 

^ing-Town,  and  partly  by  fmall  floops  be- 

•onging  to  the  port  which  fail  for  the  diffe- 

'^ot  ports  of  the  States,  as  the  wind  happens 

^o  fcrvc. 

I  vifited    a   farm    belonging   to  an    old 

\  naoied    John  Frijh^   where   from 

fc^^uteeo  to  fifteen  tbo!>&iid  pooiids  of  cheefe 

are 
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are  made  annually.  This  farmer  keeps  fron 
forty  to  fifty  cows.  The  price  he  gets  fror 
the  merchants  for  his  cheefe  is  about  fiv 
pence  half-penny  per  pound.  He  alio  fal 
tens  from  twelve  to  fifteen  oxen  yearlj 
and  raifes  rye,  oats,  Indian  corn,  flax,  ar 
potatoes;  and  might,  with  a  little  moi 
knowledge  of  his  bufinefs,  confiderably  ir 
creafe  the  produce  of  his  farm.  His  cov 
and  oxen  wander  at  pleafure  over  the  lan< 
which  although  manured  by  this  means,  do 
not  receive  the  benefit  it  would  if  the  ms 
nure  were  diftributed  more  Ikilfully.  ¥ 
mows  his  meadows  but  once  a  year;  ai 
they  produce  about  forty  hundred  weight 
hay  per  acre. 

This  fyftem  of  farming  is  general  hen 
and  the  produce  is  nearly  the  fame  through 
out.  Meadows  properly  manured,  ai 
mowed  three  times,  yield  eighty  bundri 
weight  of  hay  per  acre*  John  Frifli  has  oi 
hundred  acres  in  cultivation. 

The  land  in  the  townfhip  of  Stonninj 
Town  is  tolerably  good;  it  yields  tbir 
bufliels  of  Indian  corn  per  acre  ;  eightctiit 
rye  or  oats ;  and  often  douUc  this  quaoti 

wb 
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'wh^ii   the  fields   are   manured.     Upon   the 
^vl:iCDle,  little  wheat  is  produced  in  this  town- 
iKip,  or  the  adjoining  one  of  Connefticut. 
Sonae  fields  are  fown  with  it  on  the  frontiers, 
aud   land  which  is  properly  manured,  yields 
forty  bufhels  per  acre.     Labourers  are  eafily 
procured  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stonning- 
To  v^n ;     their    ordinary    wages    are    three 
fourths  of  a  dollar  per  day,  or  nine  dollars 
per    month,  but  they  are  as  much  again  dur- 
ing the  harveft. 

The  price  of  land  here  is  from  ten  to 
forty  dollars  per  acre.  It  has  not  rifen  of 
late  years,  in  the  fame  degree  as  in  many- 
other  parts  of  America.  Thirty- three  years 
*go  John  Frifh  purchafed  his  land  at  the  rate 
^f  iixteen  dollars  per  acre,  and  could  not 
now  get  more  than  thirty-two  for  it.  Moft 
^'  the  inhabitants  of  Stonning-Town,  as  well 
^  thofe  of  the  reft  of  Connefticut,  and  of 
^^ilachufctts,  poflefs  lands  in  the  back  parts 
^*  the  States  of  Vermont  and  New-Harap- 
**^^e,  which  they  purchafed  very  cheap,  and 
^hcrc  they  eftablifh  their  children  as  they 
8^W  up,  unlefs  they  meet  with  an  oppor-; 

tunity 
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tunity  of  fettling  them  marc  advantageoufly 
at  home. 

A  few  veflck  belonging  to  Stonning-Town 
are  employed  in  the  cod-fi(hery  on  the  coaO: 
of  Connedicut  and  Rhode-Iiland :  but  as 
this  fifh  appears  in  abundance  only  in  the 
Ipring,  the  filhery  here  forms  but  a  very  in- 
confiderable  branch  of  trade*  The  fifh  are 
cured  in  Stoiining-Town,  and  (old  at  the  rate 
of  five  dollaris  for  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  pounds*  A  finall  number  of  (hips  are 
alio  employed  in  the  fiihery  at  the  Great 
Bank  ;  but  they  cure  their  fifh  at  Newfound- 
landy  and  frequently  carry  them  to  Bofton, 
or  other,  ports.  Black-fi(h,  bafs,  and  crab, 
being  in  great  abundance  on  this  coaft^  a* 
confiderable  number  of  fmall  craft  is  en-^ 
gaged  in  that  fifhery.  The  fifli  are  kept  in 
ponds  along  the  ihore,  and  are  generally 
carried  to  New- York.  At  Stonning-Town 
they  fell  for  two  pence  half-penny  per  pound. 

Forty  veffels  of  different  burthen,  but 
moftly  fmall,  belong  to  this  place,  which  aref 
principally  employed  in  the  coafling-trade. 
Inflead  of  fixteen  fhips,  formerly  engaged  la 

the 
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the  fiihcry,  at  prcfent  four  only  carry  on  that 
trade.  Some  fail  to  the  Weft- Indies,  and  even 
to    Europe.      The   only   three-mafted   (hip 
belonging  to  Stonning-Town  is  at  this  time 
i«m     France.      She  is   the   property   of  Mr. 
ith,  who  keeps  a  ftore  in  this  town,  and 
a  merchant  of  New- York,  who  owns  half 
the  veflel.     The  (hips  which  trade  to  the 
"VV eft-Indies  carry  thither  the  produce  of  the 
town(hip  and  the  country  in   its   vicinity, 
^ad   bring   commonly  in  return  the  com- 
niodities  of  the   iflands ;   which  are  after- 
wards conveyed    from    Stonning-Town   to 
New -York,  where  moft    of  the  (hips  that 
^il  for  Europe  take  in  their  cargoes.     They 
proceed  chiefly  to  France,  whence  they  bring 
^'cturn  brandy  and  wine.     The  produce  of 
Stoiix:iing-Town,  like  that  of  the  whole  State 
*C!<^nne6licut,  conlifts  of  fait  beef  and  pork, 
P^^.  ^  nd  pearl  a(hes,  neat  cattle  and  flax-feed. 
-^^   the    port   of   Stonning-Town,    with 
rcfp^^  to  the  cuftoms,  is  comprized  in   the 
diftri^  of    New-London,    its    exports    are 
f       not  c^xaftly  known. 

I  Although    Stonning-Town   is  fituated  in 

L      Coanefticut,  yet   it  has  no  public   fchools, 
1         V^CL.  III.  T  that 
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that  is  to  fay,  no  tax  is  levied  in  the  toti 
(hip  appropriated  to  the  fopport  of  fr 
fchools.  But  as  this  townfhip  pays  to  I 
ftate  a  tax  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent' 
thefe  fchools,  it  follows  that  the  expehcc 
fchooling  amounts  for  fuch  inhabitants 
fend  their  children  to  the  public  fchools 
a  fourth  only  of  what  they  would  have 
pay  without  that  general  tax.  Nine  penc< 
week  is  paid  for  a  child. 

Every  perfon  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
converfing  with  in  Stonning-Town  fpea 
with  enthufiafm  of  the  gallantry  difpla}. 
by  the  FVench  troops,  whofe  valour  and  i\ 
cefs  have  gained  France  numerous  frici 
in  America.  The  atrocious  deeds,  at  t 
remembrance  of  which  poftcrity  will  'ftaf 
aghaft,  are,  notwithftanding,  detefted'  t 
them  :  but  you  meet  with  many  people  Wfc 
cither  forbear  mentioning  them  at  all,  c 
confidering  them  as  the  refults  of  a  tranfier 
phrcnfy,  impute  their  guilt  chiefly  to  R()be 
pierre,  whom  they  hold  in  execratioh,  ar 
acquit  the  French  nation  at  large.  Th< 
generally  coiiclude  by  faying — ^"  But'  ho 
the  French  fight!  they  arc  lions!'*      It 

efpeclal 
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^ipecially  among  country-people,  and  perfons 
^f  the  (econd  rank,.  I  hear  this  language; 
^nd  thefe  form  tbje  bulk  of  the  nation;  who, 
^s  I  have  already  frequently  obferved,  being 
'^is  influenced  by  political  views,  and  lefs 
^^ayed  by  the  fpirit  of  party,  than  the  higher 
^^laifes  of  (bciety,  are  more  ftrenuoufly  at- 
tached to  France,  their  interefts  not  being 
**^ter woven    with    the    fuccelTes    of   Great 


retain. 


/■• 


NEWPORT. 


Xmpatience,  rather  than  a  favourable  change 
^^  wind,  having  induced  our  captain  to  fet 
*^il.  from  Stonning-Town,  we  arrived  at 
^^wport  on  the  I5th  of  Auguft,  after  a  pat- 
'^•^e  of  ten  hours.  •  We  fhould  have  had  as 
^A^ourable  an  opportunity  the  preceding  day# 
Mr.  Guillcmard  proceeded  to  Providence 
V>y  land. 

A  bar  of  rocks,  about  half  a  mile  in  ex* 

*cnt,  lies  at  the  mouth  of  the  fmall  bay  at 

the   bottom   of  which   Stonning-Town   is 

fituatted.     Great  care  is  therefore   required 

to  fteer  clear   t£  it,    efpeciaUy  in  ilormy 

T  2  weather; 
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weather ;  having  cleared  it,  we  failed  in 
courfc  generally  purfued  by  (hips  bot 
from  New-York  to  Ncwffort.  We  pal 
between  the  fliore  zn^BIcck'' I/land^  an  ifls 
famous,  like  Stbnning-Town,  for  its  chc< 
yet  ftill  more  fo  for  its  fifliery,  and  the  h 
bandry  of  its  inhabitants.  It  forms  a  p 
of  the  State  of  Rhode-Ifland- 

The  Providence  packets  have  gcncn 
parcels  and  letters  for  New-port.  \Vc  ft 
pcd  there  from  nine  at  night  to  nine  in 
morning.  It  gave  me  pleafure  to  fee  oi 
more,  not  this  dull  low  town,  but  its  enviro 
which  form  a  charming  landfcapc,  and  a 
as  well  as  the  whole  ifland,  one  of  the  m 
healthy  parts  of  America.  Several  famil 
of  Carolina,  Virginia^  and  Maryland,  coi 
to  refide  here  every  year  to  avoid  the  dro5 
ful  heat  and  infalubrity  of  their  own  count] 
Newport  alfo  unites  the  advantage  of  a  k 
price  for  all  the  neceflaries  of  life  with  thi 
of  not  offering  any  means,  nor  holdiilg  61 
any  temptation,  for  expetices  foreign  to  t! 
neceflities  of  cxiftence. 

The  falubrity  of  the  town  of  Newport  i 

no  doubt,  produced  by  the  keennefs  of  tl 

•• 
ar 
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;    yet  this  often  proves  hurtful  to  the 
ixxbabitants  in  their  youth,  and  the  number 
young  people,  efpecially  girls,  who  die  of 
plaints  in  the  lungs,  is  very  coniiderable. 
It  is  a  circumftance  worthy  of  remark,  that 
tfee    infcriptioix^on  the  tomb-ftones  mention . 
only    childhood,  youth,  or  ^  old  age ;   they 
record  the  deaths  of  few  perfons  between 
*^caty  and  feventy  years  old,  but  a  con- 
wderable  number  beyond  the  letter  age. 

PROVIDENCE. -r.  STATE  OF  RHOPE- 

ISLAND, 

"X^hc  religious  perfecutions  in  England  gave , 
^*i^  to  the  different  colonies  which  by  their 
^Oion  compofed  the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts, 
'^^ligioqs  perfecution  in  Maflachufetts  gave 
^rth  to  the  ftate  of  BLhode-Illand. 

Iloger  Williams,  a  miniftcr  of  the  gofpcl 
^*  Plymouth,  was  firft  baniflicd  thence  tp 
^*lcm  pn  account  of  certain  opinions  which. 
**is  brethrei)  pf  Plymouth  would  not  tolerate 
^  him.  Although  ipuch  beloved  by  the  in- 
*^bi|ants  of  this  ne^y  place  of  refidence,  yet, 
^  his.  priiiciples  did,  ppt  accord  with  thofe 

T3  of 
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of  the  church  of  Bofton,  the  influence  'of 
the  Boftonian  minifters  prevailed  againflJ 
him  even  in  his  retreat* 

Among  the  various  articles  of  his  do6trme 
which  the  fynod  of  Bofton  confidered  as 
erroneous  and  dangerous,  that  which,  above 
all  the  others,  moft  violently  clafhed  with 
the  maxims  and  interefts  of  the  fvnod^  was' 
his  declaration  "  that  puniftiment  in6i6led 
for  matters  of  confcicnce  was  perfecution/* 

The  intrigues  of  the  priefts  prevailed  over 
the  attachment  of  his  fellow- inhabitants^ 
and  he  was  a  fecond  time  banifhed.  This 
event  took  place  in  1636  ;  and  he  retired  to 
the  fouthern  part  of  the  ftate  to  live  among 
the  Nawangara  favages,  at  a  place  by  them 
called  Mofhawfick,  but  to  which  he  gave 
the  appellation  o(  Providence^  in  grateful  ac- 
knowledojement  of  the  afvlum  he  found  there 
after  all  the  perftcutions  to  which  he  had 
been  cxpofcd.  A  few  friends  followed; himl^ 
and  together ''with  him  founded  that  part  of 
the  ftate  of  Rhode- Iflarid  known  by  the  name 
of  Providence^Phntation.  i 

The  fame  or  a  fimilar  caufe  gave  riiefo^ 
the  other  (citkments  of  llhode-lflaiwJ.      A 

Doaor 
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Dodlor  Coddingtoa,  a  native  of:  Laiicafhire, 
and  one  of  the  fail  fettlers  in  the  colony  of 
Salem,  was,  in  1O36,  called  to  account.,  for 
"*s     religious    principles.       The    accufation 
'^'"ought  againft  him  was  only  a  pretext  to 
cioke  the  jealoufy  entertained  of  his  influ- 
ence   by  Governor    VVinthrop    and' others: 
^^t  that  pretext  was  an  cffed:ual  mean  of  ac- 
cotTiplifhing  their    views ;   and  Coddington, 
•^ing  banifhed  from  Bofton,  retired  with  a 
fe^v  friends  to  the  ifland  called  by  the  Indians 
A^quidneck,  and  fince  ktiown  by  the  name 
^f   Rhodc-Ifland.     From  a  tribe  dependent 
^*^    the  Indians  of  Nawangara  he.  purchafed 
^*^is    ifle,    and  all    the   others   which,   with 
^e  part  of  the  continent  bounded  by  Con- 
'^^^icut,  now  form  the  Rhode-Ifland  Plan- 


The  Quakers  and  Anabaptiib  who  were. 
P^rfccuted  in  New-England,  flocked  to  Rhode- 
***^ud,  and  raifed  the  colony  to  a  flourifliing 
**^te,  notwrthftanding  the  wars  with,  the 
*Odians.  The  need  in  which  the  inhabitants 
^^Ood  of  protcdion  infpired  them  with  a  wifli 
^^  \initc  with  the  other  colonies  of  New- 
^gland :  but  the  latter  refufed  to  accede  to 

T  4  the 
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the  propofed  union;  and,  in  l662,  Charles 
the  Second,  at  the  requeft  of  the  former, 
granted  them  a   charter  which   united   the 

two  plantations  into  one  ftate,  and  conferred 

* 

on  them  the  privileges  and  the  conftitution 
which  they,  like  the  ftate  of  Connefticut, 
have  ftill  preferved  notwithftanding  the  re- 
volution. 

That  which  is  peculiar  to  the  ftate  of 
Rhode-Ifland  is  compofed  of  the  fame  ele- 
ments as  all  the  others.  The  legiflative 
affcmbly  confifts  of  an  upper  and  a  lower 
houfe.  The  former  is  compofed  of  the  go- 
vernor (who  is  prefident),  a  deputy-governor, 
and  ten  afliftants,  who  are  chofen  by  annual 
election.  The  governor  pofTelFes  but  a 
fingle  vote  in  the  enaftment  of  laws.  The 
treafurcr  and  the  fecretary  of  ftate  are  alio 
annually  appointed.  —  The  lower  houfc 
confifts  of  the  reprcfcntatives  of  the  differ- 
ent townfhips.  Newport  fends  fix  ;  Provi- 
dence, Portfmouth  on  the  ifland,  and 
Warwick,  each  four;  and  two  are  fent  by 
each  of  the  other  towns  in  the  ftate.  Thefe 
delegates  are  clefted  twice  in  the  year, '  and 
thus  have  two  fefiions;-7^The  judges  and  the 

executive 
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xccutive  officers  arc  elefled  once  a-year  by 

fee  legiflative  body,  who  alfo  nominate  the 

ilitary  officers,  but  for  an  indefinite  term.—* 

he  judicial  power  in  this  little  ftate  is  vefted 

^  a  fupreme  court,  confifting  of  five  judges, 

'^d  fitting  twice  in  the  year,  at  Providence 

'^^<i   Newport    alternately.      The    inferior 

otarts  are  held  twice  a-year  in  each  county. 

he  fupreme  court  is  their  court  of  appeal. 

The     trade    of    Providence    employs    a 

Mildred  and  forty-two  veflTels  belonging  to 

^t  port ;  and  very  little  of  it  is  fliared  by 

*^^eign  fhips,  even  by  thofe  of  the  other  jftates. 

'*'  ^at  trade,  as  I  think  1  remarked  laft  year, 

^^iififts  in  the  exportation  of  oxen,  live  hogs, 

*^^t  pork,  butter  and  cheefe,  barley,  timber, 

^*^ions,  rum,  whifkey,  gin,  flax- feed,  wrought 

^^•^n,  and  the  commodities  imported  from  the 

ft  and  Well  Indies.     The  greater  part  of 

*^^    cheefe,    however,   is   confumed  in  the 

^^  ^ited  States,  to  which  the   port  of  Provi- 

*^^tice  alfo  fends  great  quantities  of  lime- 

^^ne,  and  fome  iron.     All  the  native  articles 

*^^ove '  enumerated   arc   principally    derived 

om  thofe  parts  of  Connefticut  and  Maffa- 

^*^ufctts  which  lie  within    the   diftance  of 

twent 
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twenty  or  thirty  miles  from  Rhode-Ifland. 
The  iron  is  forged  within  the  ftate,  at  the 
fells  of  Potolky,  round  which  lies  a  very 
rich  mine.  Cannons  and  anchors  arc  there 
fabricated;  of  the  latter  of  which  a  pretty 
confidcrable  number  are.  exported  to  the 
Indies,  The  value  of  the  exports  from  Pro- 
vidence was^ — in  1790,  from  the  month  of 
June,  one  hundred  and  thirteen  thoufand, 
two  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars— in 
1791,  three  hundred  and  feventy-nino 
thoufand,  four  hundred  and  thirty — in  1/02^ 
three  hundred  and  fixty-fevcn  thoufand,  nine 
hundred  and  nine — in  1/93,  four  hundred 
and  thirty-one  thoufand,  five  hundred  and 
eighteen — in  179  4,  lix  hundred  and  tvveaty- 
three  thoufand,  two  hundred  and  fixty-onc 
— in  1790,  one  million  forty  thoufand  and 
five — and,  for  the  hrft  fix  months  of  179O, 
four  hundred  and    thirteen   thoufand,    nine 

hundred  and  twentv-four. 

it  «  .       . 

This  crreat  increafe  in  the  value  of  the  ex- 
ports  is  not  here,  any  mpre  than  elfewhere, 
a  true '  CKterion  of  tjieir  quantities;  for> 
although  I  have  not  had  time  to  take  from 
the  cullom-houfe  books  an  abftract  of  the  dif- 
ferent 
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fcrcnt  articles  year  by  year,   and  to  com- 

P^c    their  cftimated  values,  I  know  that  the 

toauage  of  the  port  of  Providence  has  jii- 

^^calcd   only  in  a   very  fmall   proportion ; 

^^cc  it  amounted  in  1 792  to  eleven  thoufand 

^w/o   hundred  tons,  and  does  not  at  prefent 

^^^ced  fourteen  thoufand  five  hundred.     It 

^^  true,  that,  during  the  laft  year,  the  (hip- 

J^'^g  of  that  port  fuffercd  lofles  to  the  amount. 

^^    eleven  or  twelve  hundred  tons  by  (hip- 

^''eck,  captures,  &c, 

The  commerce  of  Providence  is  carried 
^^^     Mrith  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  Denmark, 
**^^     north  of  Germany,  and  the  coafts  of 
■^^^ica.     Some  of  her  vellcls  trade  to  France  ; 
^^  t    the  number  of  thele  is  very  fmall.    They 
^^^-i^lly  carry  thither  tobacco  and  train-oil: 
^^  **"  ng  the  two  laft  years  they  carried  rice, 
J,  fait  beef,  raw  hides,  and  (hoes  for  the 
ly. — Providence  and  Newport  carry  oa*/^/^ 
^^      trade  with   England:   whatever  Britifti " 
^Vimodities   they   want,  they  purchafe  at 
^  w- York  and  Bofton. 

o  the  value  of  the  exports  from  Provi- 
nce may  be    added  about    eight    hundred 
^^Ou(and  dollars  in  fpccie  wliich  are  annually 

fent 
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fent  out  for  the  trade  with  India  and  China ; 
fince  that  money  may  truly  be  called  the 
produce,  inafmuch  as  it  is  the  fruit  of  the 
produce,. of  the  ftate. 

The  laws  of  Rhode*Ifland  are  not  col- 
lected into  a  regular  code.  But  I  under-* 
iland  that  a  law  was  ena(5led  fome  years 
iince,  prohibiting  the  importation  of  negro 
ilaves  into  the  ftate— declaring  free  all  fuch 
as  ihould  be  brought  into  it  by  perfons  com- 
ing from  other  parts,  together  with  the 
children  who  might  thereafter  be  born,  as 
well  as  thofe  already  born,  when  they  (hould 
have  attained  the  age  of  twenty  one  years — r 
but  at  the  fame  time  confirming  the  flaver> 
of  fuch  negroes  as  were  flaves  at  the  tiine  ol 
the  promulgation  of  the  law. 

The  principles  on  which  are  grounded  the 
aflcffment  and  levying  of  the  taxes  in  the 
ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  are  eflentially  the  fame 
as  they  were  at  the  period  of  the  firft  fettle^ 
ment  of  the  colony.  The  changes  which 
have  fince  been  introduced  in  the  mode  oi 
colleClion,  are  flight.  Thofc  taxes  are  a  ca- 
pitation, a  tax  on  real  and  perfbnal  property, 
from  wiiich  a  law  of  1 7Q5  excepts,  as  un- 
taxable 
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taxable  articles,  all  furniture  (not  including 
plate),   implements  of   agriculture,    work- 
naen's   tools,  and  a  quarter   of  the  capital 
^nnj>loyed  in  trade  on  fea.      The  railing  of 
^^^^   taxes  rcfts  with  each  town  or  townlhip; 
^'^lich  is  refponfible  to  the   ftate-treafurcr 
for    the  proportion  of  the  taxes  afligncd  to 
^t     by  the  Icgiflature.     The  ratio  is  regulated 
^y     a  general  valuation  made  from  time  to 
^*  ^^x^^,  at  thofe  periods  when  the  wealth  of 
^^^^   -ftate  is  fiippofed  to  have  been  augmented 
^^^     ^L  certain  degree,  either  by  an  increafe  in 
*^  ^    population,  or  by  improvements  in  agri- 
^•^^ture,  or  by  the  profits  of  fuccefsful  com- 
^rce.     The  laft  three  valuations  took  place 
X7«7>  1778,  and  1795'.     On  the  firft  of 
*"Ole   occafions    the   taxable   property  was 
'^^Ivicd  at  feven  millions  three  hundred  and 
^^v^«nty-one     thoufand     one    hundred    and 
^^S^ty-fix  dollars  ;  on  the  fecond,  at  ten  mil- 
*^^ris  nine  hundred  and  fixty-fcven  thoufand 
J^^^c  hundred  and  nine  dollars  ;  and,  in  17Q5, 
at  fifteen  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
Ui"s.     It  appears  that  this  augmentation  in 
th^  quantum  of  taxable  property  is  attributa- 
ble 
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blc  to  the  iacreafe  of  the  capitals  emploji 
ill  trade^  m^re  than  to  any  other  caufe. 

Each  town  or  town^iip  nominates  tbr< 
or  five  comralffioners,  whofcf^  duty  it  is 
make  the  eftimatc  of  the  property  there 
contained,  after  having  received  the  decla 
atiqns  of  the  inhabitants.  The  legiflatu 
nominates  ten  fuperior  commiflionersy  wl 
are  to  vifit  the  towns  and  townfhips,  to  r 
ceive  and  examine  the  eftimates  of  thofe  fir! 
mentioned  officers^  and,  after  fuch  exam 
nation^  to  determine  the  portion  of  the  geiier 
tax  impofed  by  the  (late,  which  is  to  be  pa 
by  each  place* 

The  law  provides  precautions  againft  fal 
declarations  or  the'refufai  to  make  anjr,  at 
alfo  againft  fuch  towns  as  may  either  refu 
or  delay  the  payment. 

The  capitation-tax  is  fettled  in  the  pn 
portion  of  fix-pence  for  every  thou(ai 
pounds  rated  to  the  ftate.  The  towns  m^ 
neverthelefs  fet  afide  this  tax,  provided  tb 
contribute  their  quota  toward  fatisfying  tl 
public  demand  in  fome  other  mode.  XI 
towa  of  Providence,  for  inftance»  levies  h 

proporti< 
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portion  of  it  only  on  movable  arid  immov- 
ccftates. 

^flreilbrSj'chofen  by  the  inhabitants,  af- 
t^x^'ward  determine  the  particular  fum  to  be 
f>2^i<i  by  each  individual  who  is  liable  to  the 
t^:3hc:  ;  which  is  collefted  by  an  officer  choien 
ixm  the  fame  manner.  The  towns  defray 
tlrk^^  charges  of  affeflment  and  collcdion« 
e  afleflbr  receives  one  and  three  fourths 
cent  on  the  fums  affcfTcd:  the  coUe^or 
"•^x-etofore  received  five  per  cent:  but  fomc 
'x^ns  contraft  with  the  latter  on  lower 
X"ras ;  and  there  are  inftanccs  in  which  he 
paid  no  more  than  two  and  a  half  per  cent. 
The  taxes  of  the  ftate  of  Rhodc-Ifiand,  as 
liavc  alreadv  obfcrved,  amount  onW  to  fix 
oufand  pounds,  or  twenty-thoufahd  dof- 
rs,  and  are  regularly  paid.  The  expence 
the  civil  lift  is  but  five  thoufand  dollars. 
^or  feveral  fucceflive  years  an  annual  fum  of 
^^S^t  thoufand  five  hundred  dollars  has  been 
expended  on  the  ercftion  of  a  prifon  and  a 
'^oufe  for  the  fittings  of  the  leglflative  body. 
•■^^he  ftate  owes  about  ninety-eight  thoufand 
^'^Hars,  and  has,  for  the  difcharge  of  that 
^^txi^  no  other  rcfource  than  taxation.     By 

the 
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the  decifion  of  the  commifiioners  appointed 
to  fettle  the  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  the  individual  ftates,  Rhode-Ifland 
is  creditor  to  the  Union  to  the  amount  of 
two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  eleven  dollars. 

PROVIDENCE. 

The  town  of  Providence,  though  in  ge- 
neral healthy,  is  not  however  exempt  from 
bilious  fevers  toward  the  end  of  fummer 
and  in  autumn ;  but  thefe  complaints  are 
ufually  unattended  with  danger.  Confiimp* 
tions  in  youthful  habits  are  as  common  hercf 
as  at  Newport ;  and  many  individuals  fall 
viftims  to  them  before  the  age  of  thirty. 

We— 'for  I  have  again  joined  company 
with  Monfieur  Guillemard — we  have  pafled 
the  chief  part  of  the  time  that  we  fpent  in 
Providence,  at  the  houfc  of  Mr.  Thayer, 
a  merchant  of  this  town,  with  whom  I  had 
been  acquainted  at  Charlefton,  where  he 
has  long  refided,  and  carried  on  with  pro* 
digious  fuccefs  a  very  extenfive  and-  rich 
trade.     He  conUu£lcd  his  great  commercial 


W        ^terprizes  with  a  fufficient  degree  of  pru- 

W         ^euce  to  avoid  thofe  fpeculations  fo  common 

&  ^mong  the  merchants  of  America  ;  yet  that 

Caution  has  not  faved  him  from  experiencing 

*^^  greateft  reveries  in  his  fortune.     He  had 

-'/Jclorfed  to  a  confiderablc  amount  the  notes 

^f    a.    houfe  at  New- York,  one  of  the  moft 

9P VI  lent  and  refpedlable  in   that  city.     But 

th^    liou(c  inqueftion  had  fo  deeply  fpeculated 

^'^      tiht  high  prices  of  flour  and  rice  in  Eu- 

'^  that  it  has  flopped  payment,  and  the 

onfibility  falls  on  Mr.  Thayer.     He  will 

iDe  ruined  by  this  event :  in  all  probabi- 

even  his  afFairs  will  be  fettled ;  for  the 

novix^e  at   New- York  will   again   carry  on 

briefs,  and  he  himfelf,  by  his  own   fniglc 

rations,  would,  at  his  prefent  ftage  of  life, 

crapable   of  retrieving  his  fortune   if  it 

x-c  totally  ruined.      But  his  credit  and 

^^    delicacy  fufFcr  feverely  on  the  occafion* 

ncverthelefs  fupports  his  difaftcr  with  a 

fortitude,  and  a  confidence  in  the  re- 

*"r^  of  fortune,  which  at  once  furnifii  his 

^^rids  with  a  ground  of  hope,   and  himfelf 

*^ii  the  means  of  fuccefs.     His  name  is  fo 

J>licated  in  this  unfortunate  bufinefs,  that 

Vol.  hi,  U  he 
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he  has  made,  to  thofe  who  hold  the  notes  of 
that  houie  endorfed  by  him,  an  ofFer  of  forty 
thoufand  pounds  fterling  on  condition  of 
their  cancelling  his  name.  Mr.  Thayer  is 
otherwife  rich,  being  heir  to  a  confiderablc 
family  eftate  which  is  in  the  hands  of  his 
mother.  He  is  defcended  in  a  direft  line 
from  Roger  Williams,  the  founder  of  Provi- 
dence Plantation.  Mr.  Thaver's  houfe  is 
built  on  the  fame  fpot  where  that  founder," 
his  progenitor,  cut  down  the  firft  tree,  and 
ercfted  the  firft  hut. 

I  have  learned  here  that  the  bridge  which 
had  been  erefted  laft  year  over  the  Eaft- 
Paflage  to  open  a  way  into  Rhode-Iflandt 
and  of  which  the  folidity  appeared  doubtful, 
was  carried  away  laft  winter  by  the  floods. 
It  has  lince  been  rebuilt ;  and  hopes  are 
now  entertained  that  this  new  conftru(ilion 
is  on  a  better  plan  than  the  former. 

ROUTE  TO  BOSTON.— PATUXENT. 

Agai!!  the  ftage  from  Providence  to 
Bofton !  The  journey  is  only  forty-five 
miles :   yet^    with  the   Iingle   exception  of 

Mr. 


a 


b 
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•     Robram,  a  native  of  Pruflia,  but  fince 
c:>mc  more  than  half  a  Frenchman  by  a 
Jence  of  fix  and  twenty  years  at  Bor- 
tixas  a  merchant,  the  company  was  fuch 
:drongly  confirmed  me  in  my  averfion  to 
it  ^M,  ^^c-coaches. 

atuxent   bridge,  at  the  diftance  of  five 
es  from  Providence,  is  the  boundary  of 
ftate  of  Rhode-lfland.     Here  are  eftab- 
lifT"^ed  cotton-works  which  feem  to  fucceed 
tcr  than  any  other  manufa6lure  hitherto 
bliflied    in    America — anchor-forges— 
nderies    for   cannon    and    other    heavy 
^^^ nicies  in  iron.     The  river  Patuxent,   alfo 
^3^1  led  Blackftone,  gives  motion  to  all  the 
*^^achines  ufed  in   thefe  various  works.     It 
es  its  rife  in  the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts, 
^Uc3    falls  into  Narragan fee-Bay  near  Provi- 
^^tice.     From  Patuxent  to  its   mouth  it  is 
^^vi  enable  for  velfels  of  the  largcft  fize. 

C>n  his  Way  to  Bofton,  the  traveller  paflcs 

^^^c^Tigh  Briftol-County,  containing  a  popu- 

^^^ic^n  of  thirty-four  thoufand  fouls  in  an 

^^^^nt  of  thirteen    hundred  and   forty-four 

^^va^irc   mijes. — Norfolk-County,  whofe  fu- 

P^t^ficial  extent  is  nine  hundred  and  fixtcen 

U  2  fquare 
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fquare  miles,  containing  twenty-five  thoufand 
inhabitants — and  the  towns  of  Taunton  and 
Durham,  each  the  capital  of  a  county  of 
fimilar  name.   Durham  is  the  place  of  refid- 
ence  of  Mr.  Ames,  a  well-informed  mem- 
ber of  Congrcfs,  a  warm  federalift,  a  volublte 
and  copious  fpeaker,  an  honcft  man  more- 
over, but  whofe  talents  and  political  rtierit 
are     exaggerated     by     party-zeal     perhaps 
beyond  their  juft  value,  and  fufficiently   (b 
to  call  forth  a  feverity  of  judgement  on  him 
even  from  impartial    perfons  who,  but    for 
that  exaggeration,  might  have  been  di(po(^ 
ed  to  feel  a  prcpofleffion  in  his  favour.       He 
ftands  at  this  moment  in  great  celebrity  for 
a  fpeech  that  he  delivered  at  the  clofe  of  the 
laft   feflion  of  Congrefs,  recommending  to 
the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  to  vote  the  nc- 
cclFary  fums  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
commercial  treaty  with  England:    and  that 
fpeech  isi,  by  the  men  of  his  party  froni  one 
end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  extolled  as 
a  piece  of  eloquence  which  Demofthenes  or 
Cicero  would  have  found  it  difficult  to  equal.^ 
Now   the  difcourfe  in  queftion,  which  the 
feeble  health  of  the  fpeaker  did  not  allow 

him 
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to  extend  to  fuch  length  as  would  have 
n  neccflary  for  the  dilbulfion  of  the  prin- 
ces and  their  application  to  the  fubjeft  in 
t)ate,  is  addrcfled  rather  to  the  paffions  than 
the    underftanding.      At    the    moment 
en  it  was  pronounced,  that  was  perhaps  the 
direction  that  it  could  poflibly  take,  ef- 
ially  as  coming  from  the  mouth  of  Mr. 
,  an  efleemed  and  cflimable  man,  who, 
curing  as  he  then  did  under  iudifpofition, 
^nned  to  endanger  his  health  in  fupport  of 
tiat  his  party  termed  the  falvation  of  the 
^^xicimonwealth,  and  derived   an  additional 
^^^grce  of  intereft   from  the   very   circum- 
**^*^i"xce  of  that  indii]>ofition.     Thofe  people, 
*'*^^rt:fore,  who  would  have  wi(hed  to  find  in 
^  t  difcourfe  greater  depth  and  folidity,  and 
n  a  greater  portion  of  rcafbning,  cannot 
^*^tiy  him   the    meritr^-^which  is  no  incon- 
^^ Arable  one — of  having  well  underftood  the 
;^*^>r>pcr  of  men's  minds,  together  with  the 
^^ft  Dence  of  cxifting  circumftances,  and  taken 
*  ^^xtrous  advantage  of  both.      This  is,  no 
^^ Vibt,  a  very  material  part  of  the  art  of  ora- 
*^**3r,  though  it  is  the  moft  delufive. 

"That  affair  of  the  treaty  is  now  at  end. 

U  3  The 
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The  Britifh  and  American  commiffioncr 
have  met  for  the  purpoie  of  carrying  it  int 
execution  :  but  it  is  now  hardly  any  longe 
the  topic  of  converfation.  The  partifans  c 
the  treaty,  however,  affefl  to  extol  th 
ftrift  punduality  with  which  the  Englif 
have  given  up  the  pofta  ;  as  if  that  evacua 
tion  of  pofts,  which  was  an  article  of  th 
treaty  of  1783,  and  renewed  in  this  latt< 
treaty  as  a  funckmental  article  and  indc 
pendent  of  every  other,  had  been  confidence 
even  by  its  fupporters,  as  a  doubtful  cveiit 
and  as  if  England  conferred  an  extraordinar 
honour  on  America  in  obferving  any  one  c 
her  engagements  to  the  latter.  It  is  not  uc 
common  for  weak  people  lightly  to  imput 
to  the  more  powerful  certain  motives  < 
aiFcftion  and  regard :  and  this  diipofitio 
will  not  be  miftaken  by  any  one  for  a  refine 
ment  in  gratitude,  but  will  certainly  h 
deemed  a  refinement  in  vanity. 

That  furrcnder  of  the  pofts  was  no  doul 
a  matter  of  importance  to  the  United  State 
The  pofleftion  of  them  places  the  America 
navigation  on  the  lakes  beyond  the  contn 
of  Great  Britain  ;  it  frees  the  country  froi 

ti 
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^  prcfenceof  Englifli  troops,  and  leaves  the 
■Americans    niaftcrs   of  one    or   two   great 
?"abli(hments  ;  but  thole  who  have  fufficient 
prudence  to  fee  that  peace  is  the  grcateft 
bXefljt>g  which  America  can  defire,  cannot 
^onfider  the  furrender  of  the  pofts  as  wholly 
^ ^attended  with  danger.     When  one  is  ac- 
iutcd  with  the  aftive  dilpofition  of  the 
^^glifh  commandants — the  fpirit  of  refent- 
nt  too  generally  harboured  by  their  nation 
lift  the  United  States  of  America — the 
^pixiion  with  which  long  and  fole  poflcllion 
^^s    infpired  the  Englifli  that  they   had  an 
^^dulive    right    to   the    navigation    of    the 
**^ic.cs — and   when,  on  the  other  hand,  one 
'^     a^cquainted  with  the  enterprizing  fpirit  of 
^^^^^    Americans  in  commerce,  jmrticula^ly  in 
^    *^^ew  branch  of  commerce — their  jealoufy, 
^*^^ir   indifpofition    toward    the    Englifli    (I 
JP^^ak  of  that  clafs  of  men  who  are  to  dwell 
^^^^      the  borders  of  thefc  lakes,  and  of  the 
^*^icers  and  (bldiers  who  arc  to  garrifon  the 
ts) — one  cannot  but  apprehend  that  this 
:inity,  this  continual  clafliing  of  the  in- 
efts  of  the  two  fl:ates,  will  furnifli  new 
^vabjefts   of    difpute    in    addition    to    thofe 

U  4  which 
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which  arife^  in  every  country  from  the  t< 
near  approximation  of  the  troops  of  differci 
powers.  To  guard  againft  fuch  conf 
quences  as  may  reafbnably  be  anticipate 
would  require  fuch  prudence  and  conciliatoj 
difpofitions  in  the  commanding  officers  < 
both  fides,  fuch  conftant  vigilarrce  on  l! 
part  of  both  governments,  fo  eminent  a  fpii 
of  juftice  and  pacification,  that  one  cann* 
venture  to  hope  for  fo  extraordinary  a  con 
bination  of  fortunate  circumftances.  Bi] 
whether  hoftilities  break  out  between  Enj 
land  and  America  in  that  or  in  any  oth< 
quarter,  it  isi  at  all  events  more  than  probab 
that  a  war  will  be  the  refult  of  that  trea 
at  fome  future  period,  more  or  lefs  diflan 
according  as  England  (hall  feel  more  or  Ic 
confidence  in  her  own  ftrength. 

I  find  the  minds  of  the  people  here  change 
in  favour  of  France.  Succefs  has  evergrci 
influence  on  popular  opinion,  and  for  moi 
than  one  reafon.  But  let  us  quit  politic 
a  fubjeft  to  which  I  am  frequently  induce 
to  return  by  that  unvarying  rfegard  for  tt 
interefts  of  France,  which  purfues  mc  ^s  ; 
were  in  Ipite  of  me.     May  that  nation  b 
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li  appy  and  well-regulated  as  ^it  is  great ! 
ay  it  make  a  prudent  and  moderate  ufe  of 
its  immenle  and  aftonifliing  fuccefles!  may 
goocl  laws,  genuine  public  fpirit,  and  a  fincere 
abjuration  of  party  animofities,  cement  its 
^onftitution,  reftore  induftry  within  its 
l^oundarics,  and  kindle  in  every  bofom  the 
love  of  liberty !  Thefe  are  the  moft  defirablc 
^^  its  conquefts. 

W-fSTTORY,  CONSTITUTION,  LAWS,  AND 
<^OMMERCE,  OF  THE  STATE  OF  MAS- 
S  >\CHUSETTS. 


he  foundation  of  the  ftate  of  Mafia* 
^^^fetts  was  the  confequence  of  religious 
P^^l^cution*  The  Prelbyterians  being  per- 
^^Vited  in  England  about  the  year  l0o8,  a 
-■-^^  Robinfon,  minifter  of  one  of  their 
^*^^rches,  went  over  to  Holland — to  Amfter- 
^tr^  in  the  firft  inftance,  afterward  to  Leiden 
enjoy  the  liberty  of  profcfling  the  re- 


*^S^CDn  of  his  feft.     Several  families  followed 

■'  »\tic\  thither ;  but  after  a  refidence  of  fix  years 

^^    that  country,  being  diflatisfied  with  the 

^^inncrs  of  the  inhabitants,  aud  abandoned 

by 
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by  their  children   who  engaged  as  Ibldiers 
or  failors  in  the  Dutch  fervice — ^t  the  faoie 
time  receiving  from  navigators  an  advan- 
tageous dcfcription  of  the  coafts  of  North- 
America —  thofe  emigrants   determined  tc 
feek  in  the  weftern  world  an  alylum  wen 
they  might  reft  fecure  from  all  perfecution 
After  fruitlefs  endeavours  to  obtain  grants 
of  land  from  the  Virginia  company,  who 
by  patent  from  the  king  of  England,  wer< 
proprietors   of  almoft   the   entire   coaft   o 
North- America — and  after  equally  unfuc 
cefsful  applications  to  king  James  the  Firl 
to  give  his  confent  to  their  intended  fettle 
mcnt — they  would  have  been  at  length  com 
pelled   to    relinquifh    their   projcft,    if  M: 
Wcrton,  a  rich  London  merchant,  had  nc 
facilitated  to  them  the  means  of  carrying 
into  execution,  by  forming  a  company  fi 
the  purpofe. 

It  was  in  July  1620  that  the  little  coloi 
enAbarked  at  Southampton  in  Englaa 
Untoward  accidents  reduced  to  a  finglc  vcC 
the  armament  which  was  to  have  confifl; 
of  two:  and  the  emigrants,  inftead  of  reac 
ing  the  vicinity  of  Hudfon*s-Rivcr  accordii 
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fo    their  original  plan,  were  driven  to  Cape- 
-Harbour,    where  they  landed   firft  on 
of  the  iflands  near  the  cape,  and  after- 
rd  on  the  continent,  at  the  place  to  which 
tihik^^y  gave  the  name  of  Plymouth. 

This   firft  expedition  infpired   numerous 
cr  mal-contents  in  England  with  a  wifli 
emigrate  to  America.      Accordingly,  in 
32,  another  colony  pafled  over,  and  fet- 
^  at  the  place  now  called  Hingham.     In 
24  a  third,  under  the  conduft  of  Captain 
"Wollafton,  eftablifhed  themfelves  at  Brain- 
^rcc.      Among  the  names  of  thefe  firft  fet- 
^lers  is  found  that  of  Thomas  Adams,  anceftor 
^>f  the  prefent  Vice-Prefidcnt  of  the  United 
States,   who  ftill   poflcfles   the   fame   lands 
"^hich  were  at  that   time   granted   to   his 
family.     In  1624,  a  fourth  fettlement  was 
farmed  at  Cape- Ann.     Finally,  in  1629,  a 
^^nnerous  colony  came  to  Salem,  under  the 
^ondu6l  of  John  Winthrop.     Courage  feU 
^^On  forfakes  thofc'who  flee  from  perfccu- 
*iOxx :  and   its  aid  was  highly  neceffary  to 
*^^fe  firft  fcttlgrs,  to  enable  them  to  endure 
^ue  privations  and  difficulties  and  obftacIp« 
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of  every  kind,  which  they  had  to  encounter. 
They  overcame  them  all. 

But  Iboa  thefe  new-comers,  who  had 
themfelves  been  the  obje6ts  of  perlecutioo, 
became  perfccutors  in  turn.  The  Indians 
had  given  them  a  friendly  reception,  had 
aided  them  with  their  means,  had  voluntarily 
granted  them  lands.  The  colonifts  were  not 
content  with  this :  the  newly-arrived  white 
man  fancied  himielf  entitled  to  the  fupe* 
riority  of  a  mafter  over  the  native  Indian : 
and  oppreffion  foon  began  to  be  exercifed  by 
the  European  fettlers. 

The  Indians,  naturally  kind,  are  al(b  na- 
turally vindidtive.  Reprifals  were  made  on 
their  part :  and  in  Maflachufetts,  as  in  the 
iflands  of  the  gulf  of  Florida,  the  white 
people,  defending  in  a  body  the  crimes  of 
fome  individuals  of  their  number,  faw  them- 
felves involved  in  open  war  with  their  bene- 
faftors,  drove  them  to  as  great  a  diftance  as 
they  could,  and  thus  commenced  that  feries 
of  encroachments  which  has  never  fince  been 
dilcontinued,  and  of  which  it  is  impofliblc  to 
forcfee  the  end. 

Their 
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TV^cir  quarrels  with  the  Indians  were  not 
the  c:>nly  difputes    that  difturbed  the  peace 
^f  tliefe   infant  colonies.     Driven,   as  they 
"^i  l^een,  from  Englanid  by  the  fpirit  of  in- 
tolerance and  religious  perfecution,  they  fuf- 
^^c«i   the   fame    I'pirit   of   intolerance   and 
™^gious    perfecution    to    grow    up    among 
^"^rnfelves.     Liberty  of  confcience  was  the 
fundamental  condition   of   the    new   fettle - 
'^^^nts:  but  the  Prefbyterians,  finding  them- 
*cives  more  numerous  than  the  other  lefts, 
^^olatcd  that  principle  ;  thereby  proving   to 
t*i«  world,  that,  like  many  others  before  and 
"tiCTc  their  time,   they  wifhed  to  referve  the 
iioerty  entirely  to  themfclves— -and  that,  al- 
^*^^Ugh    they   were    enemies    to   all  power 
^^^ich  oppreffed  them,  they  were  not  equally 
^^^rle  to  that  which  enabled  them  to  exer- 
^■^^   oppreffion  over  others.      The  Quakers 
^*^d    Anabaptifts    were     perfecuted,     impri- 
*^i^ed,     baniflied,    put     to     death.       Some 
^^tnbers  of  the  community  were  found  to 
pfofefs  the  tenets   of   the  church  of  Eng- 
l^^d  :  they  alfo  were  perfecuted.     A  fchifm 
"     t^k  place  among    the    Pfcfbyterians,    and 
g^vc  birth  to  violent  quarrels. 

The 
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The  events  which  diigraced  the  carlj 
period  of  thefe  colonies  farnifli  an  additioiia 
proof  of  that  inconteftable  axiom  in  poll 
tics,  that — although  a  religion  be  neceilari 
in  every  government,  not  only  for  the  in- 
ternal comfort  of  the  individuals,  but  alfi 
the  more  ftrongly  to  attach  them  to  thet 
duty  as  citizens — the  worft  of  all  govern* 
ments  is  that  in  which  a  f}ftem  of  religioi 
is  the  main  fpring,  and  which  is  either  coa 
dufted  or  influenced  by  the  minfllers  of  tha 
religion. 

The  hiftory  of  Maffachufetts  alfo  prefeni 
multiplied  inftances  of  that  barbarous  ignc 
ranee,  which,  united  with  the  fame  fupen 
flitious  notions,  has  in  every  part  of  Europ 
and  particularly  in  England,  put  to  death  d 
many  pretended  fbrcerers,  men,  women,  an 
children.  Hutchinfon  relates,  that  in  1692 
the  governor  and  judges  of  Salem,  bcin| 
highly  exafperatcd  againft  forcercrs,  and  find 
iiig  no  law  againft  them  in  their  new  code 
but  wifhing  to  have  their  difpofition  to  fe 
verity  famStioned  by  the  opinion  of  the  priefl 
hood,  applied  to  the  principal  minifters  c 
Bofton  for  their  advice  refpcfting  the  fteps  < 
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\)C  taken  in  thofe  cafes.      He  adds  that  the 

xninifters  concluded  their  tedious  and  diffufe 

anlwer  by  the  following  fentence  —  "  We 

cannot  but  recommend    to  the  government 

to  adopt  the  moft   fummary  and    vigorous 

niodes  of  proceeding,  and  fuch  as  have  been 

found  the  moil:  efficacious,  purfuant  to  the 

airedtjons  found  in  the  laws  of  God,  and  in 

the  wholcfome  ftatutcs  of  the  Englifli  nation, 

^or  the  abolition  of  witchcraft." 

The  new  colonies,   thus  retarded  in  their 
S^'owth  by  thofe  religious  perfecutions  which 
*^^pt  at  a  diftance  or  drove  from  among  them 
^fteu  the  moft  atlive  and  ufeful  citizens,  had 
*^oreover  fome  wars  to  fuftain  againft  the 
*^ttle  French  colonies  to   the  north  of  Pe- 
nobfcot.      At    length,    the    Indians    being 
^'^iven  to  Canada,  king  William  the  Third 
J^corporated  by  charter,  under  the  name  of  the 
l^rovince  of  the  Colonies  or  Maflachufctts,  all 
^he    countries   extending   from   Acadia  and 
Nova-Scotia  to  the  fpot  now  occupied  by 
New-Bedford,  including   the    ifle   of  Nan- 
tucket   and    all    other    iflands    within    ten 
leagues  of  the  coaft.     By  this  patent  the  king 
rcfcrved  to  himielf  the  nomination  of  the 

governor. 
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governor,  deputy-governor,  and  fecreta; 
The  general  affembly,  which  was  authori2 
to  frame  laws  provided  they  were  not  cc 
trary  to  thofe  of  England,  was  compofed 
the  governor,  the  council,  and  the  reprefen 
tives,  whofe  number  could  not  exceed  V 
for  each  town  or  village,  and  who  were 
quired  to  poflefs  an  annual  income  of  twci 
fhillings,  or  perfbnal  property  to  the  amoi 
of  fifty  pounds  fterling.  The  general  affei 
bly  was  empowered  to  eleft  twenty  couni 
lors,  viz.  ten  for  the  province  of  Maffacl 
fetts,  fix  for  that  of  Plymouth,  three  for  tl 
of  Maine,  one  for  Sagadahock,  and  two  at 
own  option.  The  governor  had  a  negati 
over  their  proceedings.  The  general  afieml 
nominated  the  judges  in  civil  and  crimii 
caufcs ;  fuch  of  the  former  as  exceeded  t 
fum  of  three  hundred  pounds  fterling  wc 
removable  by  appeal  to  England.  All  tre 
raeafuring  above  twenty-four  inches 
diameter,  which  were  growing  on  the  Ian 
}et  unfold,  were  to  be  referved  for  the  \ 
of  the  royal  navy,  and  all  gold  and  Gh 
mines  for  the  trcafury.  Such  nearly  w 
the  fvftcm  of  government  given  to  the  fta 
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of  IVTafTachufetts  by  William  III.  and  which 
conti  oued  till  the  revolution. 

The  new  conftitution  of  Maflachufetts  was 
framed  in    i;80.     The  government,  under 
the   name  of  Commonwealth  or  Republic  of 
Maffachufetts,    exhibits    the    fame    general 
^'ftribution  that  prevails  in  the  other  ftatci:'. 
*^^    fenatc  is  gompof^d  of  thirty-one  mem- 
bers elected  for  twelve  months  by  the  free- 
holders.    The  ftdtc  is  divided,  for  the  elcc- 
txOQ  of  fenators,  into  diftri^b,  each  of  which, 
^^     proportion   to   the    quota  it  pays  of  the 
general  contribution,    eleils  a  greater  or  lef- 
1^*"  ^ivimber  of  members,  but  can  in  no  cafe 
^^J^itiatc  more  than*  fix.     With  a  view  to 
^"*^    limitation,  the   legiflature  has  a  power 
^^  change  the  boundaries  of  the  diftridls,  and 
to  iiicrcafe   their  number,  in  proportion   as 
^^y    confiJerahle    augmentation    may    have 
WKci>  place  in  the  property  of  their  inhabi- 
tants.    The    diftridls  mull  never  be   fewer 
that\  thirteen.— -Exclufivc  of  the  thirtv-one 
1-nators  who  lit  in  the  houfe,  there  arc  nine 
others  fele^fled  by  the  fenatc   itfclf  to  con- 
Aitute  the  governor's  council ;  wherefore  the 
flcilion  of  fenators  in  the  diftriifts  muft  fur- 

Vol.  III.  X  nilh 
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ni(h  forty  members.     A  new  clccflion  is  h. 
every  year,  on  the  firft  of  Augutt. 

The  qualifications  rcquifite  for  a  fcnaC 
are — to  poffefs,  within  the  ftate,  an  cftate 
at  lead  three  hundred  pounds'  *  value» 
perlbnal  property  to  the  amount  of  not  1< 
than  fix  hundred — to  have  been  an  inh 
bitant  of  the  ftatc  during  five  years  previo 
to  the  cled^on — and  to  be  an  adtual  refidc 
in  the  dillnct  for  which  he  is  chofcn,  T 
SeleS-Men  of  each  town  (a  kind  of  munii 
pal  magiftratcs,  of  ^whom  I  (hall  elfcwh< 
hive  cccafion  to  fpcak)  prefidc  at  thefe  cl« 
tions,  count  the  votes,  which  are  given 
writing,  and  fend  then!  to  the  fecretary 
ftate,  who  with  the  governor  and  five  gov 
fellors  examine  them,  and  convoke  the  .fen 
tors  cleft  for  the  day  of  their  meeting. 

The  houfc  cf  rcprefentatives  confifts  of  o: 
member  fron>  each  town  or  townfliip  co 
taining  a  hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants  yv 
pay  taxes — of  two  for  three  hundred — thi 

*  The  dollar  in  New-£nglan4  pafles  for  fix  fhillii 
confequently  the  pound  is  equivalent  to  three  doUar^ 
^ne  third. 

■  « 
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for  fix  hundred-^and  thus  in  the  progreffion 

^f  an  additional  member  for  each  I'urplus  of 

two  hundred  and  twenty-five  taxable  inha- 

J^itants.     The  conditions  required  to  qualify 

for  a  feat  in  the  houfe  of  reprefentativcs  are— ^ 

^bat  the  candidate  have  lived  in  the  townfliip 

*^r  one  year  immediately  preceding  the  time 

^^  elc<5lion,  and  that  he  pofTcfs  an  cftate  of  a 

"Undred  pounds'  value,  or  property  of  another 

^^(cription  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred. 

The  governor  is  annually  elc6led  in  the 

^^ginniug  of  April,  in  the  fame  manner  as 

**ic  fenators.      The   votes  arc  fent   by    tho 

Seleft-Men  to  the  IherifFof  the  county,  and 

^y  him  forwarded  to  the  tv>ro  branches  of  the 

^Siilature   in    conjunftion,   who  declare   as 

vcrnor  the  candidate  who  has  the  majority 

votes.     If  none  of  the    candidates  has  a 

jority,  the  houfc  of  reprefentativcs  choofe 

^^'o  by  ballot  from  the  four  who  have  the 

B^catcft    numbers;  and  the  fenate,   in    the 

*^Oie  mode,  elcft  one  of  the  two  voted  by 

'*^c  reprefentativcs.     The  qualifications  for 

S^Vcrnor  and  deputy-governor  ;ire  the  fame, 

^X.  a  refidencc    of  at   leaft  fevcn  years  in 

*^e  ftate,  and  property  to  the  amount  Df 

X  2  four 
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four  tfioufaiiJ  pound?,  or  thirteen  thoufand 

ft 

three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars. 

An  indifpenfable  qualification  for  all  public 
fun6lions  in  the  ftate  of  MaflTachufetts  is  the 
profeflion  of  the  Chriftian  religion.  ■ 

The  nine  members  who  compofe  the  go- 
vernor's council  are  chofcn  from  among  the 
fenators  by  the  joint  votes  of  both  houfcs 
given  by  ballot. 

The  fccretary  of  ftate,  the  trcafurer,  the 
receiver-general,  the  commiflary-generaJ^thc 
public  notaries,  and  the  officers  of  the  port, 
are  annually  chofen  by  the  two  houfes  in 
conjun61"ion.  The  treafurcr  and  the  receiver- 
general  cannot  be  continued  in  office  above 
five  years. 

The  qualifications  for  an  cJc6lor  are  con- 
fined to  rclid^nce  in  the  itatc,  and  an  income^ 
of  ten   dollar3,   or   a  real  property    of  th 
value  of  two  hundred.. 

The  governor  is  commander  in  chief  o 
the  {ea  ^nd  land  forces :  and  tlie  conftitu- 
tion  arms  him  with  fufficlent  authority  in 
cafe  of  hoftile  attack  or  tiomeftic  diftur* 
bance*  He  nominates  all  the  officers  of 
jaifticc,  the  attorney^gcncral  of  the   flate; 

all 
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^*l  the  (heriffs,  and  coroners  :  and  he  can, 
^ith  the  advice  of  his  council,  pardon  a  con- 
detnned  criminal,  except  in  cafes  of  impeach- 
ment or  treafon. 

*    Fils  refufal   (accompanied  by  his  reafons 
for  refufing)  to  fanftion  a  law  pafled  by  the 
tviro  houfes,  renders  it  neccflary  to  re-con- 
fide r  fuch  law,  which,  to  do  away  this  kind 
of  fufpcnfive  negative,  muft  now  be  fupported 
by'  a  majority  of  two  thirds  in  each  houfc. 

The  officers  of  militia  are  elecfled  either 
by  the  privates  or  by  the  officers,  according 
to   the  importance  of  their  grade. 

-All  the  powers  of  the  officers  of  juftice, 
oF  ivhat  kind  foever,  are  confined  in  dura- 
t^oiito  fcvcn  years. 

This  confl'itution  is  preceded  by  a  long 
declaration  of  rjo;hts,  which  difcovers  neither 
that  precifion  nor  that  generality  of  princi- 
ples which  fccm  to  be  required  in  an  a6l-of 
^is  nature.  It  fpeaks,  for  inftance,  of  the 
^*ght  poflelfed  by  the  people  of  t!ie  republic 
^  lay  taxes  for  the  Ibpport  of  public  worffiip 
^d  fchools,  to  infpei^t  thofe  fchools,  &c. 
Particulars  very  proper  indeed  to  be  infcrted 
W  ^  Jaw,  but  which  cannot  be  thnift  into  a 

X  3  dcclaratiou 
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declaratio!!  of  rights  except  by  clerical  influ- 
ence. 

By  virtue  of  this  article,  every  citizen  a 
the  (late  of  MalTachufctts  is  fubjed  to  th 
payment  of  a  tax  for  the  fupport  of  a  religio 
of  fome  kind.  He  is  perfeftly  unreftraine 
in  his  choice  :  but  when  the  number  of  tho" 
in  a  townfliip  who  wifli  to  pra(5^ife  the  laic 
religion  is  not  fufficient  for  the  maintenan^ 
of  a  minifter  of  their  feft,  or  there  is  k 
worlhip  of  the  fame  kind  in  the  neighbouri* 
townfhips,  the  tax  is  neverthelcfs  demandec 
the  inhabitant,  however,  has  the  liberty 
choofing  to  which  of  the  religions  follow  i 
in  his  neighbourhood  he  will  prefer  that  h 
payment  be  applied.  This  tax  is  general 
very  moderate.  It  is  regulated  on  the  farx 
principles  as  all  thofe  payable  to  the  ftal 
In  the  great  towns  it  is  commonly  n 
demanded  ;  and  the  income  of  the  cierj 
in  thofe  places  ^rifes  chiefly  from  the  Ic 
ting  of  the  feats  in  the  churches.  No  perf< 
is  compelled  to  hire  a  feat :  but  the  fpirit  * 
devotion  which  is  pretty  general  through  tl 
Hate,  a  rcfpccl  for  religion,  and  a  defereoc 
to  the  law  which  makes  it  a  point  of  the  cor 

flitutior 
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{titvition,  difpofes  each  peritni  to  hire  them  : 
ai:~i.ci  no  fooner  is  a  pew  refigncd  by  one  fa- 
in ily^  than  it  is  engaged  by  another. 

The  nomination  of  the  eleftors  who  are . 

to  choofe  the  prefident  and  vice-prefident  of 

the    United  States  is  made  in  Maflachufetts 

by    the  fame  eledors  who  nominate  the  re- 

preientatives  to  fit   in   congrcfs ;  and   each 

diftridt  furnifhcs  one.     The  two,  who  are 

to     be   named  in  addition,  to  complete  the 

nvimber  of  fixteen,  which  conftitutes  the  re- 

prefentation  of  the  ftate  in  Congrefs   (viz. 

fourteen  reprefentatives  and  two  fenators)^ 

^re  nominated  by  the  legiflature. 

The  Seledl-Men  of  each  townfhip  prefade 

■ 

^'  thefe  elc;5lions,   as  at  all  others.      Thefe 

^'■^  rnen  chofcn  by  each  townfliip,    to  con- 

^^^    its    public  bufinefs.      They   have   the 

'^^iiagement  of  the  property  of  the    town- 

Inip  ^hen  it  pofTeflcs  any  :  they  arc  overfeers 

^^  tlie   poor,  of  the   fchools,  of  the    roads : 

they  fummon    meetings    of  the   inhabitants 

^*>^n    they  think    them   neceflfary.       They 

'"^^^ive  no  falary  except  for  the  days  when 

^n^y  are  employed  abroad  in  tranfafting  the 

■^irs   of  the  townfliip ;  and  then  the  re- 

^  4  munerjtiion 
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iruncration  is  a  dollar  and  half  per  da 
1*hcy  are  elcdtcd  only  for  one  year,  b 
are  o  ten  continued  during  life.  The  choii 
for  Seledl-Mcn  generally  falls  on  pcrfons 
the  b^ft  reputation,  and  beft  qualified  for  tl 
management  of  bufinefs  ;  and  the  office  coi 
fers  on  its  pofTefTv^r  a  confiderable  fhare  < 
refpe<flability  and  influence.  This  kind  < 
patriarchal  magiftracy,  which  is  common  1 
all  New-England,  was  eftabliflied  bv  the  fir 
colonics  who  arrived  from  Old  England,  ar 
has  been  fmce  continued  in  unintcrrupt< 
fucceflion. 

EXPORTS,    IMPORTS,    AND     NAVI6. 
TION,  OF  THE  PORT  OF  BOSTON, 

In  fpeaking  laft  year  of  the  tonnage  of  tl 
port  of  Bofton,I  omitted,  for  want  of  fufficie 
information,  to  ftate  the  amount  of  the  c 
ports.  In  the  year  179U  they  amount 
to  one  million  one  hundred  and  fifty-ni 
thoufand  and  four  dollars — in  l  792,  to  OJ 
million  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  thoufai 
and  thirty-eight— in  171)3,  to  one  millic 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-four  thoufand  fiv 

hundf* 
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h^-Tii/red  and  f)rty — in  1794,  to  two  mil- 
li€z>iis  five  hundred  and  thirtv-four  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  three — in  1/05,  to  four 
millions  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  thoufand 
fi.5C  hundred  and  eighty-eight — and,  for  the 
fii"H:  quarter  of  the  prcfent  year  179O,  to  one 
nn  ill  ion  two  hundred  and  twenty-fix  thoufand 
fi-'c  tiundred  and  twenty-five.  The  increafe  in 
th^  ^alue  of  the  exports  Is  lefs  attributable  at 
SoO:on  than  elfe where  to  the  rife  in  the  price 
^^  F>roduce  :  for,  if  we  except  fait  fifli,  which 
•^^^O:0n  exports  in  abundance,  and  of  which 
^^^  price  has  confiderably  increafed  within 
^'^^  laft  three  years,  no  rife  has  taken  place 
^^^  the  produce  of  the  country,  fuch  as  beef, 
*^*t^  pork,  pot-a(h,  timber  ;  and  the  conmmo- 
****^i^s  from  the  Weft-Indies,  which  the  trade 
^^  ^feofton  re-exports  in  large  quantities,  have 
^^*^xi  very  little  within  the  laft  three  or  four 

^Vith  refpe(S  to  the  flour  which  the  Bofton 

,  ^^RTels  export,  very  little  of  it  is  furnifhed  by 

**^l^on  itfelf ;  it  is  derived  from  the  fouthern 

**^t:es:  and  whatever  quantitv  of  it  is  brou^rht 

^^    Bofton  for  re-exportation,  is  never  takeii" 

L       ^Xcept    to   complete    the    aflbrtmenl    of  a 

Y  cargo, 

) 
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cargo,  and  confcquently  is  not  very  confider- 
able. 

The  duties  on  imports  paid  at  the  port  of 
Bofton   were,     in    17Q3,    fix    hundred    and 
ninety-fix  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty 
dollars — in  1794,  one  million  five  thoufaud 
four  hundred  and  Teven — in  1/95,  one  mil'- 
lion  four   hundred   and  eighty  thoufand   fix 
hundred   and    five— and,   in    the    firft    two 
quarters  of  1  79O,  feven  hundred  and  eighty- 
feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-eight. 
The  facility  with  which  thefe  general  ftate- 
ments  are  procured  from  the  cullom-houfc 
books  induced  me  to  copy  them   here,    al- 
though I  am  aware  that  no  conclufioa  can 
be  drawn  from  them  refpe6ling  the  importa- 
tions of  the  difi^erent  articles,  fince  each  is 
fubjeft  to  its  own  particular  duty,  fome  pay- 
ing five  per  cent,  others  ten,   fifteen,  &c*— . 
and   that  the  draw-backs  are   not  dedufted 
from  thefe  fums  total  of  the  receipts, 

I  have  learned  alfo,  that,  in  17^9,  the 
number  of  veflfels  that  made  their  entry  in 
the  port  was  four  hundred  and  eighty-nine  ; 
in  1773,  it  was  five  hundred  and  feventeen  ; 
in  1793,  the  number  of  thofc  from  foreign 

parts 
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alone  amounted  to  four  hundred  and 

of    which    forty    were    threc-mafted 

els — in  1/94^  to  four  hundred  and  fixty- 

r,    of  which    feventy-eight    were   threc- 

iled — and  in  17Q5,   to  eight  hundred  and 

nty-five,  of  which  ninety-fix  were  thrcc^ 

iled.     Six  hundred  and  fcA^en  vefTels,   of 

ich  feventy-five  were  three- mafted,  {ailed 

m  this  port  during  the  fame  year  1 795,  on 

foreisrn  trade  alone. 

The  produce  of  a  part  of  Conneflicut,  of 

ew-Hampfliire,  of  Vermont,  iuppUcs  the 

<it  of  Boilon,  together  with  the  exchange 

^    the   European  articles  ncceffiry  to  thofe 

^^ntries.    Thefe  advanta^-esare  in  a  greater 

^^    a  leflTcr  degree  participated  by  the  other 

iea^ports  of  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts.     No 

^^Oer  part  of  the  Union  can   produce  a  fet 

^*     tTicn  fo  adlivc,  fo  induftrious,   fo  enter- 

P'^^^ing  in  navigation,  as  the  people  of  this 

Jtcite,    During  my  ftay  at  Bofton,  two  vefTcIs, 

^  ftiip  and  a  large  brig,  failed  for  Nootka- 

^^Und  and  China,  and  two  others  arc  pre- 

?^riug  to  failbn  a  fimilar  voyage. 


BANKS, 
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BANKS. 

There  are  at  prefent  in  this  ftate  three 
banks  at  Bofton,  one  at  Salem,  and  one  at 
Nevvbury-Port.  Thefe  banks,  eftabliflied  oq 
the  fame  principles  as  every  other  in  Anne-r 
rica,  are  all,  except  that  of  Salem,  incor- 
porated by  acts  of  the  legiflature.  They  dif- 
count  notes  endorfed  with  two  2[ood  names,r 
at  one  half  per  cent  per  month.  The  faci^ 
lity  fliown  in  this  particular  by  the  diredlors 
of  thofc  banks  has  great  influence  on  thc; 
commercial  tranfadions  carried  on  in  the 
ftate. 

The  bank  of  MafTachufetts  has  cxifted  at 
Bofton  fince  the  year  1784.  Its  charter 
prefcribcs  no  limited  term  for  its  duration. 
Eight  hundred  ftjares,  at  five  hundred  dollars, 
each,  conftit\j[te  for  it  a  capital  of  four  hundred 
,  thoufand  dollars,  which  has  greatly  increafcd 
fmce  its  firft  cftabliflimcnt.  The  dividends 
on  thole  fliares  are  from  eight  to  nine  per 
cent,  and  the  price  of  its  ftpcl^  is  only  on© 
fifth  more  than  the  original  valuc^ 

The  bank  of  the  United  States  has  a  branch 
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^t    Boftori,  cftabliilicd  in  1/92.     The  public 

^s    viriacquaintcd   with  its    capita],  which  is 

J'Gg-ubted  at   difcretioii   by   the   bank  eftab- 

Ji/l^cd  in  Philadelphia  :  but  it  is  thouG:ht  to 

^«    <Tve  hundred  thouland  dollar?.       As  it  is 

^    ciepcndency    of  the  bank    of  the   United 

^•^a^tes,   it  might  receive  afliftance  from  that 

^'^Ja.rter  in  cafe  of  need.     It  yields  the  fame 

^^"vridends  as  the  bank  of  Maffachufetts ;  and 

*^  <^    price  of  its  (hares,  which,  as  in  ^all  the 

»^^r  brauchest  was  originally  four  hundred 

i  1  ars,  is  now  five  hundred. 

"^  Jhe    bank  known  by   the   name    of  the 

^  ion  Bank  is  the  third  of  thofe  eftablilhed 

XBofton.       It  was  created  in  l  7.93,  and  its 

rter  is  for  ten  years.     A  hundred  thouland 

xes,  at  eight  dollars  each,   form  for  it  i 

^^^^■^ital  of  eight    hundred  thoufand  dollars^ 


*^       — tlfo  yields  a  dividend  of  eight  or  nine  per 


,  and  the  price  of  its  (hares  has  rife  a  to 
dollar$  and  half.      This  bank  is  hound 
accommodate  the  ftate  with  a  loan  of  a 
idred   thouland   dollars   at  five  per  c-ent, 
^^^V^cnevcr  called  upo«  for  that  purpofe;  bjut 
loax^s.are  jicver  t^  exceed  that  fum- 
The  bank  of  Salem,  which  bears  the  ap- 
-    .  pellatioa 
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pellation  of  the  EfTex  Bank,  not  being  in 
corporated,   the  amount  of  its.  capital  is 
iecret :  but  it  is  kno  a  n  to  be  in  a  flouriihin 
ilate. 

The  banks  of  Natitucket  and  of  Merri 
mack,  or  of  Newbury-Port,  incorporated  i 
1795,  are  eftablifhed  for  the  private  con 
venicnce  of  the  trade  of  thofc  places.  Th 
capital  of  the  former  is  forty  thoufand  dollai 
• — that  of  the  latter,  feventy-five  thoufanc 
They  do  not  yet  yield  imy  dividend.  Th 
price  of  their  flock  has  not  varied  :  th 
fhares  are  a  hundred  dollars  each. 

An  examination  of  this  fl^etch  of  the  ftat 
of  the  banks  in  MafTachufetts  difcovers 
capital  of  above  two  millions  of  dollai 
among  them  all  :  and,  as  the  intcreft  on  dii 
counts  is  fix  per  cent,  and  the  dividends  on! 
eight  or  nine,  the  refult  mull  be  a  circula 
tion  of  cafti  or  credit  to  the  amount  of  a 
leafl  three  millions  of  dollars,  which  extend 
to  the  neighbouring  flates  in  a  proportioj 
depending  on  their  trade,  and  which  it  i 
difficult  to  afcertain,  but  which  is  eflimatb 
^t  between  fix  and  feven  hundred  thoufan4 

dollars. 

? 

Sevcra 
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Several  other  banks  are  about  to  be  eftab- 

-'i-fl^ed  in   this  ftate,  where  the  avidity  and 

^'titerprizing  fpirit  of  commercial  men,  and 

^tx^  general  eagernels  to  embark  in  trade, 

ke  people  overlook  the  danger  of  being 

ven  by  the  exceffive  number  of  fuch  in* 

utions   to  an  extenfion  of  commerce  dif- 

portioned  to  the  capitals  employed. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

One  of  the  moft  remarkable  laws  of  the 

tc  of  Maflachutetts  is  that  which  ordains 

^  ellablilhment   of  Ichools  for  gratuitous 

"Oruclion.     It  was  cnacled  in  June  178Q. 

flightly  mentioned  it  in  my  journal  of  laft 

3^"^ar  :  but  it  dclerves  to  be  more  particularly 

^^oticed  in  detail.    Its  principal  articles  are  as 

^Ilow— 

1^.   Each    town    or   townfliip  containing 

^*ty  families  or  boufes  is  bound  to  provide  a 

^i^ool-maftcr  of  good  charafter  to  inftruft 

*^^  children  in  the  Englifh  language,  reading, 

^ siting,   arithmetic,   orthqgraphy,    and   the 

Participles   of  good#  moral  condu<ih      This 

^«iiol  is  to  be  open  fix  months  in  the  year*. 

'  The 
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The  towns  or  townfhips  of  a  hundred  fa- 
milies are  to  have  Ibhools  of  the  fame  kind, 
which  are  to  be  open  during  the  whole  year. 

Thofe  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  families  arc 
to  have  two  fchcols,  one  for  twelve  months 
and  one  for  fix. 

Thofe  of  two  hundred  families  or  more 
are  bound,  in  addition  to  thefe  fchools,  to 
fupporr  one,  under  the  name  of  a  grammar- 
Ichool,  in  which  the  Greek,  Latin,  and 
Englifh  languages  are  to  be  taught  gramma- 
ticallv.  Children  who  cannot  read  are  not 
to  be  i'ent  to  the  grammar-fchool. — The 
houfes  beinsr  often  widely  icattered  over  the 
country,  the  inhabitan1:s  of  the  towns,  in 
public  affembly,  have  the  power  of  deter- 
mining the  bounds  of  the  fchool-diftrifts.  • 

2^.  An  injunflion  is  laid  on  the  inftruftors 
of  youth,  from  thofe  in  the  univerfity  at  Cam- 
bridge down  to  thofe  in  the  loweft  fchools^ 
to  imprefs  the^  muids  of  their  pupils  'with 
'*  the  principles  of  piety,  juftice,  finccrity, 
love  of  their  country, -frugality,  induftry,  at- 
tachnrtent  to  the  federal  conftitution  and  that 
of  the  ftate,'*  &c.  The  minifters  of  religion 
and  the  Selc<ft-Men  are  bound  to  do  evcrv 

thing^ 
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thing  in  their-power  to  induce  the  childrea 
to  attend  the  fchools. 

3^.  No  applicant  for  the  office  x)f  teacher 
«i  the  grammar- Ibhools  can  be  admitted  tor 
enter  his  name  on  the  lift  of  candidates,- 
unleli  provided  with  a  certificate  figned  by 
^"O  clergymen  attcfting  that  he  is  capable 
of  teaching  the  Greek  and  Latin,  and  that 
•^  is  a  man  of  good  morals.  This  latter 
P*rt  of  the  certificate  may  be  given  by  the 
Sele<a.Men, 

T^Iic  mafters  of  the  firft-mentioned  fchools 
^^^^xot  be  cholcn  without  producing  a  certi- 
"^^te  from  the  Sclent- Men,  or  from  the  com- 
''^*t^<2C  appointed  for  the  infpeftion  of  the 
^*^c^ols,  or  from  a  clergyman. 

^^Vhoever  fhould   keep  a  fchool  without 

'^^ plying  with  thcle  conditions,  would  he 

^^^^ernned  to  pay  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds, 

'^  ^xty-fix  dollars  and  two*thirds— one  half 

^**  the  benefit  of  the  Ichool,  the  other  to*  be 

^^^fen  to  the  poor.  • '     .     i  .^     !        .; 

**  ^..  The  fchools  are  to  be  fupported.  by  a 

levied  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  diftri^ 

^^''Vswre^  they  are  eftablifhfed.     Thefe  nates  ate 

Viol.  III.  Y  impofed 


3S3  .        TBAVELs  xnaoucil 

impofed  by  the  annual  town-meetings  6\ 
the  taxable  property  within  their  territory. 

&^.  Such  towns  as  (hould  negleft  to  (up 
port  fchools  in  conformity  to  the  condition 
prcfcribed  by  the  firft  articles  of  this  lai?v 
would  befubjefted  to  the  following  fines,  via 
thofe  of  fifty  families  would  be  condemne 
to  pay  thirty-three  dollars — thofe  of  a  huu 
dred  families,  fixty-fix  dollars — thofe  of 
hundred  and  fifty  families,  a  hundred  del 
lars.  Thefe  fines  are  ordered  by  the  fuprem 
court  of  the  ftate,  or  by  the  general  court 
on  complaint  laid  before  them.  They  ar 
to  be  paid  into  the  ftate^treafury,  to  be  ap 
piled  to  the  relief  of  thofe  fchools  in  th 
fame  county  which  may  ftand  in  need  • 
fuch  aid.  The  grand  juries  are  to  enforc 
the  payment. 

This  law  is  tolerably  well  executed^  an 
the  mailers  are  in  general  qualified  to  gvm 
the  inftruftion  expected  of  them.  In  {ore 
townfhips,  however,  fymptoms  of  negHgea^ 
are  difcoverable ;  inflead  of  maflers,  10 
different  miflrefles  are  employed ;  in  ion 
places^  mailers  wholly  unqualified ;  in  othcJi 

nof 
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none  at  all :  but  thefc  inftances  are  rare. 
The  fault  lies  with  the  Sele6t-Men,  who 
do  not  exert  themfelves  to  enforce  the  law, 
to  Krhich  moreover  every  inhabitant  has  a 
right  to  appeal.  The  falaries  of  the  maftcrs 
in  the  lower  fchools  are  from  twelve  to 
eighteen  dollars  per  month :  in  the  gram- 
mar-fchools,  the  teachers  receive  from 
twcntv-five  ro  thirty-five. 

It-  is  painful  to  obfcrve  that  in  none  of 
Aefc  ichools  is  the  hidory  of  the  late  revo- 
lutibn    taught ;    that    the    youth    are    not 
^formed  either  of  its  caufes,  or  of  the  im- 
portant events  which  have  been   its  confe- 
^uences ;  that  they  are  not  made  acquainted 
^*th  the  names  of  thofe  who,  by  their  coun- 
^^k,  their  fervices,  their  blood,  have,  in  the 
*^idft  of  (b  many  dangers  and  efpecially  fb 
**^y  obftacles,   erefted  or  fupported   that 
independence  which  the  country  now  en- 
joys.   This,  neverthelefs,  would  be  the  moft 
^wftual  mode  of  perpetuating  in  the  breads 
^*  the  rifing  generation  the  love  of  liberty, 
^*^ich,  among  a  free  people  and  particularly 
*  people  f ccently  become  free,  is  the  grand 
'^fis  of  publict  and  one  of  the  principal  bafes 

Y  2  of 
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of  private,  morality.     But  the  love  of  liber 

is  feebly  felt  in  the  towns  :  and  it  is  tbcj: 

habitants  of  the  towns,  or  thofc  whofe  ch" 

concerns,  are    centred    in    the    towns,    w 

compofe  the  legiflaturcs,  hold  all  the  pvi^ 

offices,  and  have  a  geiieral  influence  oyer^ 

government.    The  love  of  gain  is  the  pafii" 

which    predominates    over   every  othcr.j 

prevents  the  mind  from  indulging  ia  n>c 

liberal,  conceptions :  and  if  any  maa,wc 

to  fus:2;eft  to  them  the  idea  of  a  courfe  of.i 

ftru6tiou  fof  bencficiaj  to- the  caufe  of*lil?pit: 

their  calculations  would  no  doubf  impel  thfi  - 

to  reje£t   itc  for   that    kind   of  i^^ftrui^tf 

would,  bv  the  remembrance  which  it  wool 

prefcrve  of  pall  events,  ftill  tend  to  foftcp  i, 

the  minds  of  the  Americans  an  unfavouraj^l 

difpofition  toward  England  ;  and  it  is  ^Oa 

Englaod. chiefly  that- thole  gentlemen  e^pg^ 

the  mean^  of  making  their  fortunes. '         .: 

The  {^tiy^  fpirit  of  aplthy  for  liberty  30 

of  propeniityto  England  procraftinatcfl-th 

ereSion  of  the  iatt^nded  monumeniC3iii.  th 

diffeifent  plpces  where  the  anms  of  Amtrifi 

gained  impQrtfinti  advantages  over,  tfaofe: 

Bcitaixi*  .Nctptthelofsitht'  bu|k  of  tbe  ml 

tio 
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tiQxi,  ^itU  thofe  who  are  not    inhabitants  of 

^ne   towns,  are  proud,  and  even  jealous,  of 

^iieir  liberty.     I   (hall  in  another  place  have 

occafioii  to  fpcak  with  greater  particularity 

^f  this  flate  of  things,  and  of  itsconfequenccs, 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Ih^re  are  no  flaves  in  the  commonwealth 
^  ^feflachufetts  ;  and  this  is  the  only  flate 
the  Union  that  is  entirely  exempt  from 
difgrace  of  flavery.      It  is  not  uninte- 
ing  to  give  the  particulars  of  the  manner 
tn.   which  it  was  aboliflied. 

Kd  antecedent  law  of  New-Endand  had 

poCtively  afTertcd  the  exigence  of  flavery, 

^Hich    neverthelcls     prevailed    under     the 

fa-ri6lion  ofcuflom  and  public  opinion.    Se- 

^^'"al  laws  indeed   feemed  to  prefuppofc  it, 

"^^fmuch   as    they  authorized    the   reclaim- 

^'^g    of  negroes    who  quitted  their   mafters, 

^^>joined  the  neceliity  of  reftoring  them,  and 

P'^^hibited  the  intermarriag;e  of  blacks  with 

••"^e    people.     Still  however  no  law  had  ex- 

P^^lsly  ena6ted  the  eftabli(hment  of  llavcry  : 

*^^d  leveral  caufes  between  mafters  and  ne^ 

y  3  groes, 


lome  negroes,  prunipico  dv 
niaintaiiicd   that  they  were 
found    advocates,    among 
Sedgwick,  now  a  membe 
the  United  States  ;  and  the 
before  the  fupreme   court 
pleaded,  I*.  That  no  ant 
cftabliflied  flavery,  and  th; 
fcemed  to  fuppofe  it  wen 
error  in  the  legiilators,  who 
to  enaft  them  : — 2®.  That 
if  they  had  cxifted,    were 
new  conftitution. 

They  gained  the  caufe  u 
and  the  folution  of  thisfirft 
brought  forward  fet  the  n- 
liberty,  and  at  the  fame  tim 
rst'f^tnnAfi'A    nwHt'^rs   from  al 
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Maflachufetts,  the  decifioa  pafled  without 
(>ppo{ition,  and  baiiifhed  all  further  idea  of 
ilavery. 

Under  fimilar  laws  and  in  iimilar  circum*- 
f^ances,   different    decifions   were   given   in 
Coivicdicut,  Rhode- Ifland,  and  even  New- 
P^ampfliire.     But  the   profperity  and  tranr-. 
i^uillity  of  Maflachufetts,  which  has  expe- 
nced   no  difagreeablc  confequenccs  frora- 
general  liberty,  will,  to  the  eyes  of  every. 
tional  and  benevolent  obferver,  afford  fuf* 
icnt  ground  for  condemnation  of  the  other 
cs  of  New-England  who  have  not  imi-, 
tared  fo  glorious  an  tx^tnplcf 

Xt  is  to  be  obferved,  that,  in  1/78,  the, 

gfi^neral    cenfus    of    Maffachufetts   included 

^^ghtcen  thoufand  {laves,  whereas  the  fub^ 

fcqucnt   cenfus   of  i/yo    exhibits   only   ii|f 

thoufaud  blacks.     It  appears  from  the  moft 

Minute   information  that  I  hav^  be^n  able 

^^    acquire,   that  a  great  proportion  of  the 

^^^xicipated    negroe?    went   to    the   towns, 

^^ere,  making  ^n  indifcrcct  ufe   of    their 

^f  ^vly.acqqired   liberty,   mapy  of  thpm  ad-, 

**^cd  themfclvcs  to  the  intemperate  ufe  of 

P*^'ituous  liquors,  and  died  in  cpnfcqucnce  ^^ 

Y  4  others. 
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others  engaged  as  failors,  even  on  bcxu 
foreign  fhips.  The  generality  of  thofc  wia 
have  not  difappcared  are  fervants  :  fomc  ,«! 
tradefmen,  or  even  farmers  ;  aiii  a.  .prct 
large  number,  if  we  conlider  the  bad  cdr^ 
cation  of  that,  clafs  of  men  and  the  bahi 
of  flavery,  live"  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  coo 
fortablc-  independence.  •  The  individuals' 
their  colour  have  not'  fallen  under  the-  la; 
of  juftice  in  any  greater  proportion  than  tk 
whites.  •  "    . 

From  thefe  well-authenticated  fads  raftdl 
a  convincing  pi*oof  that  the  negroes,  as  wtl 
as  the  white  men,  are  capable  of  living  honcf 
and  free ;  but  that  thofe  nations  which  ari 
fb  unfortunate  as  to  poflTefs  great  numbsrsoi 
flaves,  ought,  by  fbme  previous  cducaiioii,  t< 
prepare  them  for,  and  furni(h  them  with  t|li 
means  of  making  an  advantageous  ufe  of 
their  liberty/ 

Slaves^frdm  other  ftates,  taking  ihekerii 
Maflachiiielts^  may  be  reclaimed.  Qutth 
general  (enie  of  the  people  is  fb  decidedly-  ad 
verfe  to  flavery,  that  it  would  be  very  rar 

« 

if  thofe  fugitive  flavcs  did  not  find  means  t 
cfcape  from  their  owners'  purfuit 

PUBUC 
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PUBLIC  DEBT. 


.    i 


rFhat'part  of  the   debt  'of  the-flate  of 

MsLdachufetts  for  which  the  Union  didtt©t 

AMv<iertakc  to  be  refpohfible  amounted  ttt  two 

mil  I  ions  fix  hundred  and' ninety- eight  thob- 

famci    t^^'b  hundred*  and  eia;hty  dollars*     'In 

irO"4  the  Icgiflature  ordered  a  loan  in  which 

wcry  kiiid  of  paper  ilToed  by  the  ftate  was 

'^^ceivable.     They  coniblidated  the  debts'  due 

for  the  pay  of  the  troops  during  the  warai^d* 

for  the  purchafe  of  provifions,  by  notes  bear- 

ing  ai^  intcrcft  of  five  per  cent:  they  in* 

^'"^afed  the  taxes  to  pay  the   intereft  of  this* 

^^^Ifblidatcd  debt,  aud  provided  that  the  fums 

^ue  for  ftatc  lands  already  fold,  as  well  as  the 

^^oiieys  arifing  from  future  fales,    fhould  be 

appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  capital. 

The  prefent  debt  of  the  flate  is  two  mil- 

**ons  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  dollars, 

^hich,  at  five  per  cent,  pay  a  yearly  intereft 

^^  u  hundred  and  feventecn   thoufand   five 

"^ndred  dollars.     The  annual  expences  of 

government   amount   to   one   hundred  and 

^^cnty    thoufand   dollars.     To   meet   thefe 

demands. 
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demands,  the  government  has  an  intcreft  of 
thirty  thoufand  dollars  accruing  from  moneys 
depolited  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  fifty-feven  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
eighteen  dollars  paid  by  the  treafurer  of  thoi 
Union  as  intereft  on  the  debt  of  the  United 
States.  To  thefe  fums  it  adds  a  hundred  and 
forty-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twcrity-* 
two  dollar;  arifing  from  taxes. 

The  pro(iu?e  of  the  fales  of  land  belong- 
ing to  the  flate  is  lodged  in  the .  hands  of 
commiflioners,  to  be  appHed  to.  the  extia£tioi| 
of  the  ftate  dej::^t,  of  which  three  hundred 
thoufand  dollar;  have  already  been  redeemed 
in  that  rnjjnncr.— The  town  and  county  taxea 
rife  much  more  rapidly  than  thofe  impofed 
by  the  ftate. 

PUBLIC  REVENUES. 

The  ftate-taxes  bear  upon  every  kind  of' 
property,  even  upon  uncultivated  lands.     A 
new  valuation  of  property  is   to  take  place^ 
cverv  ten  vears.    With  this  view,  the  afTedbrs 
of  the  different  townfhips  annually  fend  to_ 
the  fecrctary  of  ftate  a  fchedule  of  all  terri- 

torial 
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torial  property,  with  all  the  details  ncceflarjr 

*o  fl>.«w  of  what  nature  it  is,  and  in  what 

^ato    of  cultivation  :  2dly,  a  ftatemcnt  of  all 

the  Icinds  of  property,  houfcs,  fums  embarked 

^^    oommerce,  fums  depofited  in  the  banks, 

^vet-^     ready  money,  and  furniture  of  cvcrjfi 

**^H  :   3dlv,  a  lift  of  all  the  inhabitants  above 

*"^    age  of  fixteen  years. 

T'his  information  refpefting  the  different 

Ij^e cries  of  property  has  for  its  obje6t  the  pro- 

^^mcnt  of  as  exaft  a  knowledge  as  pof&ble 

^he  wealth  and  income  of  the  entire  llate^ 

a  clue  to  ferve  as  a  guide  in  apportion-* 

**"*&   the  taxes  amono;  the  different  Counties 

townfhips.  Proprietors  refufing  to  deliver 

written  lift  of  their  -taxable  property  are 

*^^je6l  to  an  arbitrary  valuation  by  the  affef* 

*^*"s.      The  laft  general  valuation,  made  in 

*^02,  exhibited  a  ma(s  of  taxable  property 

*^  the  amount  of  nine  hundred  atid  thirty- 

*^Ven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-eight 

Pounds,  Maffachufctts currency,  or  three  mil- 

^*Oiis  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand 

^^  hundred  and  fixty  dollars.     In  this  valua- 

^ou  all  Ipecies  of  property  are  rated  at  fix 

P^^  cent  on  their /uppofed  real  value,  except 

uncultivated 
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uncultivated  lands,  which  arc  only  rated  < 
two ;  9,nd»  by  it  the  ta-\es  of  the  diffct^i 
t!owu(hip5  are  apportioned  in  -the  rptio  of  3 
much  for  every  tho\il"and  pounds,  and  t\ 
individual  quotas  arc  .rccrulated  in  the  fan 
propoj'tiqn. 

In  this  apportionment  is  included  the :  pel 
tax,  which  is  only  a  iialfpcnny  for  i^ach  per(5 
liable  to  the  tax.  The  number  of  thcfe  ws 
in  1792,  fdulid  tpbf.a  jiundred  and  fix  the 
fend  one  hundred  and  fiKty-feven.  The  ftat 
treafurer  (end$  to  the  different  towns  a  fch 
dule  of  the  fums  to  be  levied  in  each*  for  t 
ule  of  the  flate ;  and  the  taxes,  thus  appc 
tioncd,  are  to  be  affeired  on  the.individt 
inhabitants  by  aflcflbrs  chofen  in  .each  tow 
or»  in  default  of  them,  by  the  Scle6l-»Mc 
If  the  duty  were  not  performed  by  either,  t 
court  of  jufticcs  of  the  peace  would  appoi 
afleffors  who  would  alfefs  on  the  town  guil 
of  fuch  negleft  an  additional  rate,  from  o 
hundred  dollars  to  three  hundred  andthirt 
three  and  two  thirds.  The  affeflbrs  choi 
by  the  towns  receive  four  (hillings  per  di 
thofe  nominated  by  the  juftices,  ten.  T 
affcffars  charge  the  town-col ledlors  with  t 

leyyi 
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*^vyin:g  of  thefe  taxes;  and  the  latter  ar* 

oound;    within   a    given    term,    to   paiy  th6 

^'^ount  into  the  hands  of  the  town-trta<weri 

*^  tlie  taxes  be  not  paid  with-in  the  fj^act  of 

^  ^'^     months,    the    rtate-trealurcr    fends    airt 

^J^ci^cr  to  the  (heriff  to  enforce  payment  by 

^^*liiig  a  firfficicnt  quantity  of  the  property 

^^^^^c^ngiug   to  the  town  in  arrear.      Means 

^'"•^     provided  by  the  law  to  infu^re  the  CqU 

ion,,  aixi  to  punilTi  negleci^^  of  whatever 

■^^fd  or  degree,  either  in  the  office rsf,  or  in  thci 

'^^^  ^£bus    failmg   to    make    payment.        The 

^^^t.>Qral  court  of  jurticcs  of  the  peace  cant 

S  ^  "V^Tc  rcdrefs  in  cafes  of  over- charge.     TThic^ 

^^^^He^ors  are  nominated  by  the  towns:  inl 

^^^f^ult  of  colleftors,  the  taxes  are  IcYiedibyi 

^*^  ^^  conftabJes,  or,  in  default  of  conftablesi*  by[ 

fheriff.     The  towns  asjree  with  the  o<d-' 

:ors    reipedling   the    rate   of   commiffion^ 

ivv^  to.  them  for  the  levying  of  the  ta«es^:i 

k  dy^'  per  cent  when  the  tax  is.  levied  by^ 

^^t^  flrcTiff  or  His  deputies,,  exclufive  of  the^ 

in^ideatal.  charges  occailoned  by  their   ab— 

ftace  foom  home. 

The  balasnce  drawn  by  the  commiflioners' 

^PpoiniodtoiJfettlc-the  accciuafls  bctweeia  th^ 

•  ' *j;;  i  United 


The  Itatc  ot  Mallacnincccs 
fevciuccn  counties,  and  aboui 
and  eighty  towns  or  townlh 
feparatc  taxation.     The  taxes 
witbftaiiding  all  the  regulati< 
have  fpoken,  arc  not  very  puj 
Maflachufetts.     Of  a  tax  of  o 
fifty  thoufand  dollars  impofed 
and  which' ought  to  have  bee 
treafury  oii  the  firft  of  Api 
fourteen  thoufand  were  paid 
prefcribed — four  thoufand  xr 
cnfuing  three  months — feve 
wil^hia  the  next   three  mor 
months*  Jaiore»     nineteen    t 
twenty-two  thoufand  withic 
lowing  months,  that  is  to  lay 
*»rf^i-  thf*  fim^    nrefcribcd  : 
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POLICE  AND  LAWS. 

law  of  the  flatc  ordains  that  no  inocu- 
ens  (hall  take  place  except  in  the  hofpi- 
cftabliftied  for  that  purpofe.  It  prefcribes 
<  precautions  in  cafe  the  natural  fmall- 
(hould  break  out  in  any  diftrift  with  a 


tain  degree  of  violence  :  and  although  it 
•-^^^  —  in  my  opinion,  better  to  encourage  inocu- 


^^^  1^  ion  by  allowing  perfed  freedom  in  that 

*  ft&,  no  blame  can  attach  to  thefe  precau- 

ns,    which,    however   ftrid,  are  very  far 

jn  operating  as  the  prohibitory  fyllem  of 

'The  laws  againft  debtors  arc  at  once  mild 
^  energetic  :  they  fecure,  as  far  as  poflible, 

rights  of  the  creditor, 

The  influence  of  the  clergy  procured  in 

^4  the  enactment  of  a  law  prohibiting  oa 

xidays  every  kind  of  amufement,   walking 

*^^^  pleafure,   travelling,  fifliing,    under    the 

^^iialty  of  a  confidqrablc  fine.     The  preamble 

^*^    this  law  is  a  complete  piece  of  purita- 

^-•^cal  rant ;   and  its  various  claufes  are   in 

t^^rfcd  unifon  with  the  preamble.      Men  of 

feiile. 
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fenfc,  when  fpoken  to  refpedling  it,  ac- 
knowledge its  abfurdity,  but-  aflert  that  this 
new  a6t,  in  fuperfeding  the  former  laws  on 
the  fubjeft,  has  removed  a  great  number  of 
reflations  (lill  more  abfurd  and  fevere,  and 
that  it  is  a*  ncceffary  progrcffion  to  anothei* 
that  will  fbon  be  enadlcd,  by  which  tlie  pro- 
hibitions on  funda\s  will  be  confined  to  the 
opening  of  (hops  and  public  houfcs. 

The  legiflaturc  meanwhile  beftows  its 
attention  on  various  improvements,  roads, 
canals,  ufeful  cftablifliments.  The  majority 
of  the  members  of  th?.t  body  are  not  very 
eniightened  in  the  fcicnce  of  adminillration 
-—a  deficiency  which  is  common  to  them 
with  air  the  Icgiflatures  of  the  Uni6n,  and 
which  ought  not  to  appear  furprizing  in  a 
country  yet  lb  new  :  but  they  are  commen- 
dable for  the  goodncfs  of  their  intentions, 
their  moral  ihte<Tritv,  and  their  bencVolcncei 
The  legiflative  body  of  MaiTachufctts  has 
i>ot,  like  the  afTcmblics  of  leveral  of  the  dthcr 
ftates,  been  accufed  of  corruption  in  money- 
matters:  fbme  of  its  members,  however, 
have  not  elcaped  fufpicion:  and  indeed  the 
mahncf  in  which  certain  laws  are  carried 

ma/ 
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well  afford  room  for  fuch  furmifes. 
:he  afts  muft  be  read  three  times  in 
houfe  before  th?y  pafs  :  but, (he  cafe  is 
cnt  with  refolutions,  which  require  only 
jlc  reading  previous  to  their  acquiring 
irce  of  laws.  No  article  of  the  confti- 
I,  no  pofterior  a6l,  has  drawn  the  line 
liniSlion  between  what  (hall  be  prefented 
aw  and  what  may  be  introduced  under 
brm  of  a  refolution.  Cuftom  indeed 
ftablilhed  the  pra6lice  of  bringing  for- 
under  the  fhape  of  laws  whatever  con- 
taxation,  public  inftitutions,  &c.  and 
ig  matters  of  inferior  importance,  fuch 
vate  demands  and  claims,  the  fubjeds 
blutions. 

r,  as  there  exifts  no  fixed  rule  in  that 
i,  it  often  happens  that  obje6ls  of  gene- 
tcreft,  and  materially  important  to  the 
are  introduced  in  the  (hape  of  refo- 
s  :  fuch,  for  inftance,  was  the  fale  to 
't  Morris  of  the  right  of  pre-emption 
uantity  of  land  in  Maflachufetts  at  the 
)f  five  pence  per  acre,  and  that  of  att  ; 
lous  traft  in  the  diftrift  of  Maine  to  ' 
Bingham  and  feveral  others,  alfo  at  a 
L.  IIL  Z  very 
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very  low  price.  A  member  of  either  hou: 
can  find  no  difficulty  in  prefenting  fuch 
refolution  at  the  moment  when  he  finds  hizra 
felf  unreftrained  by  the  prefence  of  tho^ 
from  whom  he  may  apprehend  oppofido^ 
and  thus  carrying  it.  It  was  under  fuc 
circumftances  as  thefe  that  Tufpicions  aro- 
againft  certain  members  who  at  the  tipcr 
were  pofTefTed  of  influence ;  but  no  pro— 
has  been  difcovered  to  confirm  them. 

It  is  aflonifhing  that  every  thing,  whetW 
nearly  or  remotely,  connefted  with  finance 
not  invariably  fubjefted  to  three  readings. 
is  true,  the  governor's  fanftion  is  required 
refolutions,  as  well  as  for  laws  that  h^ 
undergone  a  longer  difcuflion  :  but  a  prud 
governor  would  not  venture  to  pafs  his  ^ 
gative  on  a  refolution  of  both  houfes,  ua 
he   had   convincing  evidence    of  its  be 
ftrongly  prejudicial    to  the   intereft   of 
flate. 

In  either  houfe  of  the  legiflature  there 
few  influential  members  ;  or  it  may  eve 
faid  that  there  are  none,  and  that  the  : 
cncc  of  thofe  who  pofTefs  a  greater  fhar 
than  the  others  is  fo  temporary  that  n 
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*>^  them  is  fure  of  carrying  a  motion  when 
He  makes  it.  There  are  h^re,  as  elfewhere, 
preparatory  committees  and  petty  -intrigues 
^vhich  are  fometimes  fliccefsful,  but  oftener 
otherwifc. 

The  lawyers  in  Maflachufetts  have  greater 
influence  than  any  other  body  of  men  on  the 
public  opinion  ;  and  next  to  them  the  priefts : 
bu^  none  of  them  poflcfs  more  than  a  mode- 
fate  (hare  of  it :  nor  is  there  to  be  found 
«erc,  as  in  feveral  other  ftktes,  any  perfoii 
^'^bo,  by  his  own  perfonal  influence  or  that 
^f  his  friends,  is  able  to  govern  the  public 
opinion,  the  deliberations,  the  eleftions. 
The  interefl,  even  of  thofe  who  ftand  higheft 
*^  that  refpc6t,  does  not  extend  beyond  their 
^^n  diftria. 

The  anti-federal  party,  of  which  fb  much 
^^  laid,  and  which  is  branded  with  the  moft 
^^ious  epithets  that  can  be  devifed,  does  not 
^X\ft  in  Maflachufetts,  in  the  true  fenfe  of 
*Vie  appellation,  more  than  in  any  other  part 
of  the  United  States,     This  truth  being  once 
acknowledged  as  it  ought  to  be,  the  anti- 
federalifl:s  itiufl:,  in  the  eyes  of  every  im- 
partial  obferver,    be  reduced   to   a    Ample 

Z  2  oppofition-* 


3i0  TRAVELS    TUEOUGtt 

oppofition-party,  which,   however,    will 
equally  far  from  pleafing  thofe  who  cann 
brook  oppofitlon  of  any  kind. 

The  oppofuion-party  here  are  labourir^g 
to  prevent  the  government  from  acquiri 
additional  ftren^th,  becaufe  thev  think 
executive  branch  is  already  too  ftrong,  a 
efpecially  that  it  aims  at  the  extenfiou  ^>f 
its  prerogatives.  They  dilcourage  the  afFc-^::r 
tion  for  England,  and  entertain  more  ^^- 
vourable  difpohiioiis  toward  France:  and, 
like  every  other  party  in  the  world,  they  stA 
as  a  party ;  that  is  to  fay,  they  fometi 
exceed  the  bounds  of  reafon  and  iufti 
I  think,  then,  that  the  other  party  do  iiot 
afFeft  to  talk  fo  loudly  of  the  oppofition  \^rit.h 
any  other  view  than  that  of  acquiring  ^<^^ 
themfelves  a  greater  number  of  partitai^^ 
and  iupportcrs  ;  for  they  cannot  fcriovifl/ 
confider  the  efforts  of  their  opponents  as  ^'^ 
obftacle  to  them  'in  any  meafure  of  r^^ 
iitility.  On  both  fides  are  feen  men  of  great 
virtue,  men  warmly  attached  to  their  country^ 
and  animated  by  a  fincerc  love  of  good 
order* 


ROADS. 


I 
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ROADS, 

he  roads  in  the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts  are 
in  repair  at  the  expence  of  the  town- 
through  which  they  pafs. 
om  this  regulation,  which  at  firft  fight 
sirs  fo  equitable,  it  refults  that  in  the  Icf^ 
Mit  townfliips  the  roads  are  in  bad  re- 
and  thus  the  expence  incurred  by  thofe 
h  are  more  wealthy  does  not  completely 
er  the  in  tended  j  purpofe  of  facilitating 
:onvcnience  of  communication.  This 
vantage  is  fometimes  removed  by  grants 

the  legiflature  to  particular  townfhips 
hat  object ;  fometimes  alfo  by  fubfcrip- 

raifcd  in  the  neighbouring  townfliips 
the  fame  view.  But  thefe  extraordinary 
ire  rare  ;  and  the  invariable  confequence 
It  in  the  poorer  towtifliips  the  roads  arc 
orfe  conditio^. 

DMINISTRATION  OF  THE -POOR, 

be  poor  are  alfo  relieved  by  taxes  on  the 
fhips,  which,  like  thofe  for  t^q  roads, 

7*  3  aro 
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arc  laid  oit  by  the  county-^fcfiions,  whencvea 
the  rates  propofed  by  the  Seleft-Mcn  do  aof 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  townfhip— aa 
event  which  feldom  happens.     But  a  pauper 
is  not  maintained  at  the  public  cxpence  ex-^ 
cept  when  he  has  no  relative  in  a  direft  line 
afccnding  or  defcending,  who  is  capable  of 
lupporting  him^     If  he  had  any,  and   they 
refufed  to  afford  him  a  maintenance,   they 
would  be  compelled   to  it  by   the  feffions. 
Cafes  alfo  occur,  when,  a  relative  in  line 
direft  not  being  in  fufficicntly  eafy  circuni* 
jftances,  the  Seleft-Men  enter  into  aa  agree-« 
ment  with  him  that  he  Ihall  pay  at  leaft  a 
part  of  the  annual  fum  neceffary  for  the  fup-^ 
port  of  his  indigent  kinfman.     Agreenr>cnt5 
of  this  nature  are  made  on  an  amicable  foot- 
ing, and  on  equitable  terms:  no  perfon  rcfufa 
to  accede  to  them  :  and  if  a  refufal  wer< 
given,  the  feffion  would  award  the  payment 
of  a  fum  probably  more  confiderable  than 
that  demanded  by  the  Seleft-Mcn ;   ii>  ad- 
dition to  which,  the  family  would  alfo  have 
to  pay  the  cofls  of  fuit.     The  Selc6l-Mc« 
^re  bound  to  take  care  that  poor  travellea 
ireccivc  'duQ  affiftance  Ia  cafe  of 
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The  ftate  re-imburfes  to  them  the  expences 
incurred  on  fuch  occafions. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Seventy-nine  regiments  of  infantry,  eleven 
>f  cavalry,  and  eight  of  artillery,  compofe  the 
nilitia  of  the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts,  and  to- 
gether form  an  aggregate  of  fifty-five  thou* 
fand  men.  Beyond  the  age  of  forty  years  a 
"itizen  is  not  fubjeft  to  militia-duty;  but, 
'intil  fixty,  he  is  liable  to  be  called  upon  in 
•Urgent  cafes.  Citizens  of  the  latter  defcrip- 
tibn  conftitute  what  is  called  the  referved 
^orps,  which  furnifhes  an  additional  force  of 
above  twenty-five  thoufand  men. 

oeneral  spirit  of  the  people. 

Although  the  greater  number  of  the  rich 
inhabitants  of  Bofton  are  merchants,  that 
^^s  is  not  here,  as  at  Philadelphia,  the 
predominating  clafs;  nor  do  they,  as  at 
Charlefton,  hold  the  fecond  rank  in  fociety. 
They  are  precifely  what  they  oiight  to  be— 
ibfj  ftand-  on   a  footing  of  equality   witK 

Z  4  tbeir 
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their  neighbours,    and  enjoy  no  fuperiorit^*^ 
over  any  other  body  of  men.  J( 

Independent  of  the  ordinary  trade  of  the  ^^^ 

merchants  of  all  countries,  they  indulge  very  j 

much  in  fpeculation  ;  and  fpeculation  is  the 
favourite  pafTion  of  the  inhabitants  of  New- 
England,  Vv'ho  generally  feel  a  more  aftivc 
defire  than  the  people  of  the  South  to  acquire  ^ 

large  and  rapid  fortunes  ;  whether  that  dif-  ^ 

pofition.be,  or  not,  the  confequence  of  their  '^ 

more  enterprizing'charadler. 

But  their  fpeculations  are  not  always  fuc- 
cefsful :  and    at    this   moment    confiderable  - 

fums  are  about  to  be  loft  at  Bofton  bv  the  • 

fale  of  the  Yazzow  lands  in  Georgia,  which  ^ 

the  late  legHlature  of  that  ftate  have  thought  J 

it  their  duty  to  annuL      From  the   follow-  — 

ing  circumftances  fome  idea  mav  be  forined  Jb 

of  the  extravagance   with  which  the  New-         —  - 
England   fpeculators,  and  particularly  thole 
of  Bofton,   engaged  in  that  bufincfs.     The 
original  price  of  thofe  lands,  as  I  have  be7 
fore  remarked,   was   about  one  cent,  or 
hundredth  part  of  a  dollar,  per   acre ;  and 
they  have   been  ibid   at  Bofton  fo  high  a 
twelve,   and  I  believe  even   higher.     Tw 
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or  three  agents  of  two  of  the  four  compa- 
liies  who  had  obtahied  thofe  lands  from  the 
ftate  came  to  Buflon'with   their  title-deeds 
empowering  them  to  lelJ.     They  opened  a 
kind  of  office,  to  which  purchafers  flocked 
in  fuch  crowds,  that  thofe  gentlemen,  taking 
advantage  of  this  inconceivable  infatuation, 
raiied  the  price  each  day,   often  twice  in 
the  day,   for  the  purpofc  of  more  ftrongly 
exciting  the   general  eagernefs  and    taking 
I. way  all  time  for  refiedtion.      There  were 
"ales  and  fub-fales  without  number :  fome  of 
rhem   were  fecured   by  a  ftipulation  of  re- 
rponfibihty  on   the  part  of  the  fellers,  who 
engaged  to  give  pofleffion  of  the  lands :  but 
Few  of  the  numerous  bargains  were  attended 
with  this  claufe  ;  almofl  all  being  concluded 
fDn   the  bare   fecurity  of  the  titles,  without 
^ny    power  of   coming  upon    the  venders. 
In  many  inftances  the  purchafes  were  made-. 
partly  with  ready   money,  and   in  all  cafes 
with     notes    payable    at    different    periods. 
Thefc  notes  were  dextroufly  put  into  cir- 
culation by  the  venders ;  and  the  purchafers 
now  find  themfelves  difappointed  of  the  lands, 
^hilp  a  great  part  pf  their  notes  are  gone 


cut 
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out  of  the  poflTeflion  of  thofo  to  whom  the^^X 
had  given  them.     Every  clafs  of  men,  eve.    ^^ 
watch-makers,  hair-dreffers,  and  mechani 
of  all  defcriptions,  eagerly  ran  after  this  de 
ccption  ;  in  which  Bofton  has  funk  above  twc^  ^^ 
millions  of  dollars.     Some  of  the  buyers  de- 
clare that  they  will  not  releafe  their  notes 
and  have  even  announced  their  intention  i 
the  public   papers  :  but  this  is  nothing  mon 
than  a  menace  refulting  from  anger  and  in- 
dignation.    The  notes  have,  in  great  part 
paffed  into  other  hands :  they  have  been  re 
ceived  by  perfons  wholly  unconnefted  wit 
that  fpeculation,   and   who  cannot   be   ex- 
cluded from  payment  without  a  moft  glaring 
aft  of  injuftice  which  muft  materially  im- 
pair the  credit  of  thofe  who  originally  gav6 
the  notes.     The  courts  of  juftice  moreover 
would  decide  againft  them ;  and  thus,   after 
eonfiderable  trouble,  they  muft  at  laft  make 
good  the  payments  and  be  content  to  remaux 
deftitute  of  lands. 

Many  of  the  purchafers,  whofe  notes  were 
not  gone  out  of  the  hands  of  the  venders,  have 
compromifed  matters  with  them  by  di(^ 
counting  the  notes  at  half  their  value,  but  in 

ready 
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ready  money,  and  retaining  their  claim  to 
the  lands  (b  far  as  the  fellers  can  make  it 
good  :  but  this  amounts  to  a  nullity  :  for  the 
original  agreement  will  never  be  confirmed; 
it  being  a  fraudulent  tranfadtion^  and  com- 
prizing millions  of  acres  that  did  not  belong 
to  the  ftate  of  Georgia  which  fold  them. 

Thus    many  {peculators   in    Bofton    and 
other    parts    of  New-England    have    been 
^ther  utterly  ruined  or  at  leaft  materially 
m^njured  in  their  fortunes  by  that  (peculation, 
one  could  without  regret  behold  the  ruin 
f  fo  many  honeft  men  who  fell  vi61ims  to 
Xhtir  own  credulity,  one  might  enjoy  this  dit 
appointment  of  a  fet  of  fpeculators  who  were 
fufficiently  greedy  to  purchafe,  without  exa- 
mination, without  reflection,  and   with  the 
fole  view  of  exorbitant    gains    in   Europe, 
trafts  of  land  at  the  diftance  of  nine  hundred 
miles   from  their   home,  while   their    own 
country  prefented  them  with  more  honour- 
able   and  efpecially  more   fimple  means  of 
acquiring  a  fortune,  or  increafing  that  which 
they  already  poiTeffed.      But  it  is  intolerably 
mortifying  to  fee  that:  the  four  land-companies 
pf  Georgia,  who  bear  the  entire  guilt  of  the 

iuic]^uitousi 
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iniquitous  bargain,  are  enriched  by  their 
villany  ;  and  that  their  perfidious  dexterity 
in  this  train  of  corruption  and  deceit  has  thus 
thrown  into  their  hands  feveral  millions  of 
dollars,  for  which  they  neither  have  given 
lior  are  capable  of  giving  any  equivalent  to 
thofc  of  whofe  folly  they  havp  taken  advau-^. 
tage. 

EXPORTS. 

In  my  journal  of  laft  year  I  noticed  the 
value,  for  the  laft  five  years,  of  the  exports 
from  the  dijJerent  ports  of  Malfachuletts 
\vhich  I  had  vifited.  To  thole  details  I 
now  add  the  total  amount  of  the  exports 
from  the  entire  ftate  during  the  fame  period, 
including  even  that  of  the  prefent  yean  In 
1791,  it  was  two  millions  five  hundred  and 
nineteen  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty  doK 
lars — in  1/92,  two  millions  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
three — in  1/93,  three  millions  fevcn  hundred 
and  fifty-feven  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
fifty-five — in  1/94,  five  millions  two  hundred 
f^fid  ninety-two  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
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rty-folir  —  in  1/95;  feven  millions  two 
undred  and  eighteen  thoufand  nine  hundred 
nd  eight  —  in  1 7g6,  nine  millions  nine 
undred  and  forty-nine  thoufand  three 
undred  and  forty-five. — In  1787,  the  valtie 
f  the  exports  from  the  ditFerent  ports  of  the 

ate  amounted  to  no  more  than  one  million 

ve  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thoufand  fcven 

undred  and  ninety-three  dollars. 

AN  ACCIDENT. 


Previous   to   my  departure  from   Bodon 

here  contrary  winds  detained  me  a  week. 

onger  than  I  had  propofed  to  ftay,  I  efcapcd, 

n common  with  twelve  hundred  other. -pter- 

^^ns,  from  a  danger  to  which  it  might  have 

^een  cxpeded  that  a  great  number  of  us 

"Vould  in  all  probability  have  fallen  vi6tims. 

A  Frenchman  well  (killed  in  horfcman- 
fliip,  who  had  a  few  weeks  before  arrived  in 
the  town,  erefted  a  circus  for  his  exhibitions. 
The  agility,  the  perfeftion,  the  gracefulnels, 
with  which  he  achieved  on  horfeback  fcveral 
feats  that  no  man  of  his  profefTion  had  ever 
before  attempted,  together  with  the  richneft 

acid 
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and  taftcful  elegance  of  drcfs  dilplaycd  by^ 
himfelf  and  his  company,  attrafted  to  eacb 
performance  a  great  number  of  fpc6lators^ 
although  there  was  another  exhibition  of 
the  fame  nature  in  the  town.  Upward  of 
twelve  hundred  perfons  were  there  ailcmbled 
on  Monday  the  fifth  of  September,  when 
the  roof — loaded  with  above  a  hundred  boys, 
who,  notwithftanding  fuch  prohibition  and 
watchfuhiefs  as  could  be  expe6led  from  the 
imperfect  police  of  the  town,  had  clambered 
\}p  to  enjoy  the  fight  through  the  chinks  left 
between  the  boards — fell  in  fuddenly  at  once 
in  every  part.  As  the  boards  which  formed 
that  pyramidal  roof  were  faftened  to  the 
fmall  roofs  that  covered  the  boxes  by  which 
the  circus  was  furrounded,  fome  of  thofe  lefler 
roofs  were  involved  in  its  fall :  but  they  fell 
fucceflivcly,  and  in  fuch  manner  as  rather 
to  clofe  the  boxesr  on  the  infide  than  to  crulh 
them.  Not  one  of  the  'number  experienced 
the  latter  fate  :  not  a  fingle  fpcdlator  was 
hurt ;  and,  thanks  to  the  extraordinary  calm- 
nefs  difplayed  by  each  individual  during  this 
alarming  incident,  there  was  not  even  any 
thronging  on  the   ftair-cafcs  by   which  the 

chief 
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chief*  part  of  the  fpe6lators  retired  :  fome  let 

themfelves   down   into  the  area   by  (liding 

^lc>ng  the  fallen  roofs  ;  others  defceuded  from 

^  ^^^indow.     A  iingle  one  of  the  boys  who 

^^re  on  the  roof  ftiuck  his  head  (6  violently 

^ga^inft  a  plank  in  his  fall  that  his  life  was 

for    a.  long  time  in  danger.     At   leaft  forty 

ot tiers/ who  fell  from  the  fame  height  with 

"^*^>^»   were  not  even  hurt.      It  is  impoflible 

^^  Conceive  how  fo  great  an  accident  Ihould 

ha^ve  been  attended  with  no  greater  mifchief : 

^^      is    one  of  thole    fingular    events  which 

^^^ght  not  again  occur   with  all   the   fame 

^^^cumftances   during   the    courfe  of   many 

^^'"^turies,  and  in  which  a  man  is  not  forry 

^     have  been  a  party  concerned,    when  he 

^^   fo  fortunately  efcaped  from  the  danger. 


'^^CrOND  VISIT  TO  THOMASTOWN.— 
3P^URTHER  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE 
X:>ISTRICT  OF  MAINE. 

X  went  by  fea  from  Bofton  to  Thomaftown, 
*.   ^     the  fecond  time,   on  the  twelfth  of  Sep- 
^>^ber. 

he  family   of  General   Knox  is  one  of 

thofc 
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thole  in  America  to  which  I  am  the  moft 
warmly  attached.  I  therefore  experienced 
a  fincere  pleafure  on  feeing  myfeif  once 
more  among  them ;  and  the  pleafure  feemed 
to  be  mutual.  The  general's  fettlement 
afliimes  confiderablc  ftability.  A  part  of  his 
ufeful  proje6ls  begin  to  be  realized ;  and 
the  popularity  which  he  derives  from  his 
pleafing  manner  toward  all  thofc  who  have 
any  bufmefs  to  tranfadl  with  him,  as  well  as 
his  gentle  and  frank  mode  of  proceeding 
with  the  unlicenfed  fettlers  on  his  lands, 
confirm  all  his  profpefts  of  fuccefs.  He  is 
bufily  employed  in  clearing  forefts,  making 
lime  and  bricks,  ereding  mills,  building 
veflels,  improving  his  lands,  and  forming  ah 
excellent  nurfery  for  cattle  on  Brigadier 
Ifland. 

His  friends  blame  him  for  expending 
large  fums  of  money :  and  perhaps  it  may 
be  aiferted  with  truth  that  his  works  coft 
him  more  than,  with  greater  regularity  and 
watchfulnefs,  they  ought  to  coft  him.  Bat 
he  cannot  himfelfbeftow  that  watchful  atten* 
tion  with  the  neceffary  affiduity  ;  he  under- 
takes too  many  things  at  once^  to  be  able 

each 
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i  day  to  infped  them  all  with  fuificient 
.  Truf]:y  agents,  who  are  rare  m  every 
itry,  are  more  rarely  to  be  found  in 
trica  than  elfe where,  and  ftill  more  fo 
country  fo  thinly  inhabited  as  ihe  diftrid 
^aine.  But  this  flight  want  of  order 
economy  in  the  general's  undertakings, 
gh  it  will  no  doubt  diminifli  his  profit, 
however  not  prevent  It  from  being  ftill 
confiderable. 

mong  the  dired  profits  of  his  enterprizes 
^ay  reckon  one  of  a  more  important  na- 
^that  he  will  derive  from  the  increafed 
c  of  lands,  which  will  be  the.  confe- 
ice  of  that  activity  and  thofe  improve- 

k  example  excites  and  encourages  in- 
:y  in  many  of  his  neighbours,  and  the 
ftry  of  his  neighbours  further  enhances 
lvalue  of  his  lands.  Thus  his  calcula- 
;  arc  juft  :  and  while  he  obferves  iii  his 
«akings  all  the  economy  and  regul?irity 
:h  furrounding  circumftances  wiU  admit, 
lapaot  incur  the  cenfure  of  apy  except 
iy  mifers,  or  pi  en  who  have  not  fiifficient 
DL.  IIL  A  a  difcern- 
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difcernment  to  anticipate  all  the  prebab 
confequences  of  his  cnterprizcs. 

Timber  has  rifea  in  price  fince  laft  je^r, 
but  fire*wood  in  a  higher  proportion  th^uk 
any  other :  the  cord  of  the  latter  was  ik>U 
laft  year  for  a  dollar  at  the  water-fide  }  it  ii 
now  at  a  dollar  and  half;  and  there  is  not 
found  a  fufficiency  for  the  fupply  of  Boftoo^ 
where  the  price  is  at  prefent  five  dollars,  end 
will   be    from    fcvcn    to   nine    wit-hin  two 
months. 

Lime  has  fallen  in  price  in  confequcnec  rf  - 
the  number  of  kilns  that  have  been  ercflrf*  : 
The  barrel  of  fifty  gallons  was  laft  year  fi^ 
for  ten  (hillings  and  nine  pence ;  at  pfdtsA 
the  price  is  from  eight  to  nine  fliillings.      ' 

Hay  has  rifen  one  tenth,  but  rAtrdf  ott 


••■•S: 


account  of  the  drought  of  the  ieafoo^ 

The  price  of  cattle,  however,  has  rift* 
one  fcvcnth  :  a  circumftance  which  ia^caHit 
fomc  little  incrcafc  of  wealth  in  the  eomifefjf* 
The  number  of  veffels^  now  oa  the  f^jiM 
is  alfix  more  coniiderable.  In  Saiftt-^Gcoi 
River  alone,  eleven  have  been  built  fince^laJl 
year*    The  price  of  the  workmanflilp  hit  , 
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ifc  rifen  from  three  to  five  dollars  per 
the  carpenter^  who  was  paid  ten  dollars 
lontb  laft  year,  now  receives  eleven. 
e  thefe  fymptoms  of  increafing  wealth, 
Mr  with  the  augmentation  in  the  price 
idsy  are  obfervable  only  on  the  fea-coaft 
I  borders  of  navigable  rivers,  and  in  the 
icttkd  parts  of  the  country* 
e  number  of  new  inhabitants  is  by  no 
1  coofiderable :  and  every  thing  that  I 
Mi  hear  at  prefent  flill  further  confirms 
&  the  opinion  I  laft  year  entertained 
Duaigration  to  this  country  cannot  take 
to  any  great  extent  unlefs  it  be  excited 
werful  inducements,  by  great  eftablifh* 
(,  by  large  and  judicious  expenditures 
C|  part  of  the  great  land-holders  who 
terefted  in  encouraging  thofe  new  fet- 

e^attradions  of  the  country,  the  na« 
fdw  feil,  would  oot  alone  be  fufficieut 
fiM  new  iettlers :  and  ^  the  diftrid  of 
5  mil  yet  long  continue  in  many:  parts 
rt^  tinfefi,  by  a  fucceflion  of  means  duly 
sd  ttaU  the  cirCumfhinceiv  4ts  popula-^ 
lie  acoelef ateid  -a^d  multij^lied  beyond 

A  a  2  the 
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the  extent  of  its  natural  means  and  of  t 
annual  increafe  it  derives  from  immigratioi 
Thofc  gentlemen  who  fpeculate  up< 
'Change  do  not  enter  into  all  thefe  calciil 
tions.  They  prefer  the  certain  profpcd 
two  or  three  per  cent  per  month  to  tl 
probability  of  doubling  or  decupling  the 
fortune  by  expences  which  would  for  a  whi 
divert  a  part  of  their  cafli  from  thofe  fpcci 
lations  :  and  they  -  exped;  from  the  unaidi 
operation  of  time  an  increafe  in  the  value  i 
their  lands,  which,  however,  will  not  I 
that  flow  procefs  ever  take  place  in  tho 
northern  countries. 

Such  is  faid  to  be  the  plan  intended  to  I 
purfucd  by  Mr.  Bingham,  who,  after  hwis 
fold  to  Mr.  £aring  for  fixty  thou&nd  pooii 
fterlingone  half  of  the  twelve,  hundred  the 
fand  acres  of  land  which  he  pofTeflesat'i 
head  of  Penobfcot- River,  cohtiaucs:  to.3K 
the  entire  tra6l  in  conjuiii6lion  witii-rEtim ) 
partner  upon. equal  terms.  He  beiidcs  oifv 
three  millions  morei  of  acres  in  other  pirt 
of  the  diftri6):  of  Maine. .  So  mucti  the  wori 
for  him.  He  is  not  or  at  Idaff  Jie.  camu 
long  be  certaifo  of  t^uietly  keq>iiig  in  .b 

haD 
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haiids  fuch  extcnfive"  trafts  of  land :  and  Mr. 
Bingham's  popularity  will  not  fcreen  him 
from  the  inconveniences  which,  in  a  country 
lilcc  this,  may  attend  the  pofleflion  x)f  fo  large 
a  portion  of  the  foil  kept  idle  and  unproduc- 
ti'vc  in  the  hope  of  an  exorbitant  gain.  . 

If  great  and  judicious  difburfements  were 

laO  year  neceflary,  as  I  think  they  were,  to 

create  a. demand  for,  and   confequently  to 

enliance  the  value,  of,  thoie  immenfc  trafts 

*of  land  engrofied  by'a  few  rich  proprietors, 

,tlic  neceffity  has  this  year  derived  additional 

urgency  from  the  treaty  with  Spain,  which, 

ty   throwing  open   the    navigation   of   the 

Miffifippi,  excites  a  predileftion  in  favour. of 

*"C  vcftern  lands,  and  fo  far  diminiflies  that 

^"•^ch  might  have  been  entertained  for  thofe 

^thc  diftrift  of  Maine,     The  lands  them- 

■fclvcs,  as   well  as   their   great   produce  of 

tmnhcr,  will  yet  farther  link   in    value,  if 

Spain   cedes    to    France    the    poffeffion    of 

Louiiiana,  which,  in  the  hands  of  an  aftive 

and  induiVrious  nation,  will  furnifh  the  means 

j){  vending  a  much  larger  quantity  of  tim- 

btr,  befides  holding  out  to  new  fettlers  the 

allurement  of  a  milder  climate  in  addition 

A  a  3  to 
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to  that  of  excellent  lands  which  will 
doubt  long  continue  at  a  much  lower  prL^ 
than  thofe  of  the  diflrifl  of  Maine* 

Spain  can  herfelf  create  the  fame  tdvax: 
tages  as  France  could  in  Louifiana,  if  fli 
choofes  to  retain  it  in  her  own  pofTeflion.     Ii 
is  therefore  matter  of  urgent  neceffity  that 
the  owners  of  eflates  in  this  part  of  the  Union 
fhould  take  meafures  for  the  fale  of  their 
lands,  and  confent   to  make  difburfemeatt 
which,  however  heavy  in  the  firft  inftaoce« 
will  be  repaid  to  them  with  ample  inteidli 
provided  they  be  foon  and  judicioufly  mad& 
Otherwife  the   fpeculating  proprietors  will 
experience  feverc  lofies. 

In  the  diftriA  of  Maine  the  queflion  it  ^ 
prefent  agitated,  whether,  taking  advantt^^ 
of  the  right  which  it  derives  from  its  popt^ 
lation,  it  fhall  feparate  from  the  commor^ 
wealth  of  Maffachufetts,  and  ereft  itfetf  iot^ 
an  independent  flate.  Meetings  have  bec^ 
called  on  the  fubjed,  and  various  petition^ 
have  been  drawn  up :  and,  to  determixve  tb  - 
queflion  of  feparation,  nothing  more  is 
quired  than  to  aicertain  the  wi(h  of  the 
jority  of  the  inhabitants  o£  the  Hate,  wfa^ 

wiJ 
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^i^ill  be  confulted  next  year.  Their  opinion 
was  already  taken  on  the  fubjc£t  four  years 
iince,  and  they  declared  againft  the  meafure. 
It  is  thought  that  on  the  prefent  occafion  the 
deciiion  will  be  diiierent  ;  becaufe  the .  in* 
create  of  population  in  the  interior  parts  of 
th&  country  has  augmented  the  number  of 
t^ofe  who.  not  being  conneded  with  Bofton 
bx  any  ties  of  dire6l  intereft,  anticipate  none 
but  beneficial  confequences  from  having  the 
^cat  of  their  government  nearer  to  their  own 
hones.  But  the  plan  of  feparation  will  ex* 
pesknce  a  powerful  oppofition  from  the  in« 
flucnce  of  the  proprietors  of  thofe  immenfc 
trafis  of  land. 

Taxed  as  the  diftri£l  of  Maine  now  is  by 

^^  ftate  of  Maflachufetts,  it  has  but  a  very 

'^^oderate  burden  of  taxation  to  bear,  becaufe 

^^  ^  confidered  as  an  infant  province^  as  not 

/*t  having  called  forth  into  activity  its  flen- 

^^f  refburces,   and  as   containing  extenfive 

*^^dts  of  unprodu6live  land  which  the  ftate 

^^    Maf&chufetts   herfelf  has   recently  fold 

^^   the   great  fpeculators  above  mentioned. 

•'*^ht)fe   vaft    poifeflfpns   are    therefore   very 

-  ^S;btly  taxed  at  prefent.    But  the  cafe  will 

A  a  4  be 
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tra6ts  —  who,  enjoying 
ftates,  fufFcr  their  lands 
lie  unimproved,  in  cxpe 
when  they  may  be  enal 
a  higher  ritfe  to  thbfe  fai 
--^wili  caufc  a -confidcria 
rile  taxes  on  that  fpeciei 
known  that  tiiofc  lands  1 
from  the  ftate  of  Maf 
low-pHce:  and  the  nev^ 
find  her  advantage  in 
upon  them,  inafmuch  ; 
great  proprietors  to  di 
lands  without  delay,  ai 
increafe  the  number  of 
quantity  of  produce. 

Above  one  half  of  th 
owned  by'fuch  propfiet 
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pany  of  the  twenty  townfhips.  General  Lin- 
coln, Mr/Charles  Vaughah,  knd  particularly 
Mr.  Bingharti  who  poflfcffcs  there  from  three 
to  four  millions  of  acres. 

Thefc  fimple  fefts  lufficiently  fhew  what 
great  obftaclcs  will  be  oppofed  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  new  ft  ate  :  but  thofe  obftacles 
will  probably  be  removed/ fince  it  is  a  mea- 
furc  which  juftice  and  the  intereft  of  the 
people  demand. 

RETURN  TO  BOSTON. 

After  twelve  days  Ipent  at  General  KnoxV 
habitation,  I  quitted  the  diftrifl:  of  Maine,* 
and  returned  by  fea  to  Bofton.  I  had  gone 
by  land  in  the  preceding  year;  and  nothing 
now  remained  to  gratify  my  curiolity  in  the 
courfe  of  fb  long  and  difficult  a  journey* 
The  veflcls  that  fail  from  the  diftrift  of 
Maine  are  fb  heavily  laden  with  cumbrous 
articles  that  no  fpace  is  left  open  on  the  deck 
beyond  what  is  neceflary  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  helm  ;  confequently  there  is  no 
poffibility  of  walking;  and  a  pallenger  muft 
cither  confine  himfelf  to  the  cabin  or  fit  on 

the 
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the  cargo.    That  of  the  ichooner  in  which.  I 
failed  was  fifty  cords  of  fire-wood.     Fortu^ 
nately  the  weather  was  fine— the  cabin  ncvr 
and  neat — the  mafter,  whofe  name  is  KeW 
leran«  a  very  civil  good-natured  man— and 
my  paffage  of  only  thirty-fix  hours'  duration^ 
On  the  day  preceding  my  arrival  at  Boi^ 
ton>  the  prefident's  proclamation  was   re^ 
ceived  there,  in  which  he  announces  his  firm 

-  »  * 

determination  of  retiring  from  public*  life* 
It  is  in  the  month  of  March  next  that 
the  four  years  of  his  iecond  prefidcncy '  wiU 
expire  ;  and  in  December  of  the  prefent 
year  the  elections  will  be  held  for  the  choice 
of  a  perfbn  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  thtf 
federal  government.  It  was  therefore  tinne 
that  he  fhould  announce  his  refbhition,  whi^h 
t  cannot  otherwife  confider  than  as  a  fiyioufr 
misfortune  for  the  United  States :  for  the 
office  of  prefident  is  not  fb  well  provided  with 
the  means  of  execution  as  not  to  require  fdmff 
acceflion  of  ftrength  from  the  popularity  of 
the  man  who  holds  it,  and  from  the  coo^ 
fidence  repofed  in  him  by  his  fellow- citizens* 
Now,  in  all  the  United  States^  no  individual 
poffefTes  fo  many  claims  to  the  giineral  con* 

fidence 
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£dtf lice  as  George  Wailhingtan^  ntr6atAnnj 
individual  ^njoy  it  ia  ixy  high  a  degree. 
.  That  proclamation  of  the  preiideat^  ht^ 
Gdfii  what  relates  to  his  reiignatioik^  contains 
alio  political  counfels  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States**— No  man  entertains  a  faigfatr 
reijpe^  than  I  do  for  the  prefident's  merit 
and  virtues ;  none  is^  more  firmly  convinced 
that  the  fole  objc£t  of  his  condud  has  in« 
variably  been  the  good  of  his  country  i  but 
when  a  man  is  a  native  of  France^  he  muft 
Jiave  that  opinion  eftabjiihed  on  very  flrong 
l^ouiuls  indeed,  if  he  do  not^  in  one  part  of 
the  proclamation,  diicover  a  marked  anti* 
fathy  to  France,  and  a  predilefUon  for  £ng« 
land*  which  bear  a  much  Aronger  reiem« 
bianco  to  party-fpirit  than  to  the  ipirit  of 
juftice,  or  even,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  to 
fimnd  policy^  I  do  not  mean  that  any  blame 
can  attach  to  him  for  the  advice  which  ht 
gives  to  his  countrymen  not  to  become  de« 
pendent  On  any  other  nation :  but.  it  appears 
that  this  counfel,  delivered  fimply  and  in 
general  terms,  would  preferve  all  its  force, 
ita  propriety,  its  judice  ;  whereas,  offered  ai 
k  is  io  fuch  ample  extent^  and  with  the 

characters 


lid  not  have  wiflied  th; 


woui 


article  had  been  treated  in 

ner.     Even  the  other  part! 

1natioi)»  which  are  not  liabl 

of  impropriety  or  party  fpiri 

blfe'Witb  diffbfencfs  and  mi 

All  the  principles  indeed  i 

cdunfels  good;  but  they 

equallf  fo,  and  would  ha\i 

fo,  if  they  had  been  delive 

nefs  and  fimplicity.     1  ha\ 

obferved  that  the  advices 

proclamation  are  unfeafon 

(fay  thofe  who  cenfure  it 

chait  after  the  expiration 

his  :|dieux  would  have  c< 

per  time  :  but  they  are  pr 

roan  who  thus  takes  his  I 
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pefted,  meets  with  admirers  who  extol  the 
exy  parts  which  moft  deferve  cenfure^  as 
11  as  cenrurers  who  condemn  in  it  what 
entitled  to  nought  but  praife. 
This  refignation  of  .the.  prefideiit,  which 
doubted  through  all  America  a  fort- 
ight  ago,  feems  however  to  produce  no 
^nfation  at  Boflon ;  it  engroiles  no  greater 
are  of  the  general  attention  than  any  other 
icle^.  of  .intelligence;  and  after  the  firft 
^  ay  it  ceafed  to  be  a  topic  of  converfation. 
*X^he  defeds  and  the  merits  of  the  proclama- 
tion are  equally  buried  in  filence.  Does,  this 
^xidiffer^ence  with  which  lb  important  an^evene 
viewed  at  Bofton  arife  from  the  circum- 
ce  of  the  pebple^s  minds  being  wholly 
n^ofTed  by  interefted  purfuits,  fo  as  to  leave 
o  room  for  any  other  objed?  or  is  it  the 
ffsprihg  of  conflitutional  apathy  ?  Thefe 
queiHoQS .  which  I  jflbflftt^be-  better:  able  tot 
^i^jietcifmtnerrwhen  1  have  feen  a  greater  num- 
riX3£>\pc6ple  and.vifited  different:  places. 
^Ueiincs^  }tit]&e  II:  am:i:iiot  the-  icfs.  fur-, 
prized  atriwhat  I  here  obierve.  i 

During  my  ihort  abfence  fronpi  Bofton^  a: 
fsMkp  btaij^hich'lhe  phjficiaxis .  who.  vt^re 
oi/i.l  confulted 
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confulted  difcov^red  the  charaAerHUcs  of  the 

yellow  fever,  broke  out  in  a  clofc  narrow 

part  of  the  town  enjoying  little  circulatioa 

of  air,  and  inhabited  by  poor  £imilies«     AU 

mod  every  one  who  was  attacked  by  it  died 

within  three  days ;  and  thofe  who  approached 

the  fick  caught  the  infedion.     A  hint  of  the 

danger  of  this  contagion,  prudently  fuggeft« 

ed  to  the  Seled-Men,  though  without  pro* 

nouncing  the  name  of  *^  yellow  fever,^  was 

produ  Aive  of  the  falutary  meafure  of  caufiiig 

the  families   who   either  were    themfcLvos 

adually  infe&ed  or  bad  had  communicatioa 

with  thofe  who  were,  to  be  removed  from 

the  town,  their  beds  to  be  burned,  and  thekr 

houies  purified  and  fuffered  tD  ftand  emp^^ 

without  alarming  any   one   with  a  nuM5 

which  carries  terror  wdtb  it  through  eyer^ 

part  of  America.     In  confequence  of  dbdb 

precautions  the  difeafer  di£ippeared«.     Few 

of  the  (ickperfons  who  were  fmxKnrcd£d| 

vi&im^  taitf  no  individual  :ofthf!dr.famiHei 

caught  the  infe^ftion^  aiid  Bo&on^srkicHioA 

by  this  fever  eight  or  ten  of  iu  infa^itanta^ 

now  enjoys  perfbd  falubritj^.      v  :         '  '^  ^ 

Tho  fortifintioo8;of  CaiUe-iOand.lnMU 

■ 

unco 
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ince  laft  year  been  put  into  fomewhat  better 

condition.      The   parapets   are  raifed,  and 

within  their  inclofure  are  placed  a  fcorc  of 

cannons^  forty-two-pounders,  taken  from  the 

Englifh  during  the  hift  war.    Thefe  cannons 

are  mounted  on  coaft-carriages,  in  a  kind 

of  imitation  of  our  French  coaft-battcries  fo 

Ikilfully.  contrived  by  Moniieur  de  Gribeau- 

val  ;  but  the  imitation  is  very  impei-feft  : 

the  carriages  are  heavy  and  clumfily  made  ; 

the  platforms  are  deficient  in  folidity,  and 

the  parapets  fo  little  elevated  that  all  the 

iXien  fcrving  the  pieces  would  remain  cxpofed 

to  the  fire  of  the  enemy ^s  fhips  that  might 

attempt  to  enter.     It  is  at  the  expenee  of 

fclie  commonwealth   of  MaiCichufetts  tliat 

^aflie-Ifland  has  been  put  into^  this^  P^tj 

C^te  of  defence^  which  is  perhaps  lomewhat 

Vpnorfe  than  nothing,  fmce  it  is  iucapabtb  of 

a^hrwcriiig '  any  good  purpofc,  and  at  the 

tiune  tiifte  infjxres  a  vain  confidence.    Th^ 

S^iflature  have  pofitively  reflifed  to  cede  this 

^fland  to  the  general  govemihent,  which,  as 

^  have  obfcrvcd  in'  the  journal  of  iny  fat  A 

"fxmr,  had  allotted  fundr  M  put  it  into  a  ftate 

of  C6iiipfct€i  defetKre.  ' 

PORTS^ 


ill  coming  from  it. 

TIic  lc\CT  whicli  cai 
iummer  about  forty  pe 
Port>  has  now  fublided. 

Epidemic  difeafes  gen 
part  of  America  at  the 
the  cold  weather.  The 
bury-Port  had,  according 
the  phyficians,  the  chara 
low  fever :  but,  fince  th 
that  diflemper  at  Philac 
ago,  the  appellation  is  t 
on  all  epidemic  bilious  fe\ 
|}p  qwned,  poiTefs  on  thi 
£dierable  degree  of  .  mali 
treatment  of  which  the 
feem  to  dilplay  much  ikill 
:  ,  Although  thefe  fevers  b: 


KORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C         S69 

them^  like  almoft  all  other  epidemic 
r»  to  have  originated  in  the  couptry« 
lAt  which  prevailed  at  Newbury  had  its 
incipal  focus  in  a  quarter ,  contiguous  to 
s  port ;  but  it  alfo  fpread  to  feveral  other 
rts  of  the  town4  It  was  not  very  de^ 
udive,  (ince  in  three  months  it  carried 
"  only  about  forty  perfbns  from  a  popula* 
^n  of  five  thoufand  inhabitants*  The  phy-^ 
is^ns  aiTert,  that^  notwithftanding  the  ra- 
ges of  that  diforder^  fewer  perfons  have 
ilcn  vifiims  this  year  at  Ncwbury*Port 
AD  iifually  die  at  the  fame  feafbu,  which  is 
^ays  fickly  in  a  greater  or  leifer  degree* 
'this  affertion  be  well  founded^  the  h6t 
uft  be  confidered  as  extraordinary. 

a  • 

ONSTITUTION,   LAWS,    AND   COM- 
MERCE, OF  NEW-HAMP^HIRE. 

During  fix  days  which  I  fpent  at  Portf^ 
^outhf  I  procured  fome  inforcpation  refpe£l« 
g  the  flate  of  New-Hampfhire,  which  the 
x)(tnefi  of  my  flay  there  lafl  year  had  not 
lowed  me  to  acquire « 
The  new  couflitution  of  this  ftate,. framed 

Vol,  IIL  B  b  in 
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in  1782,  underwent  a  revifion  in  1792*    It 
its  principal  features  it  reicmblcs  thoie 
-all  the  other  ftatcs.     Here  follows  a 
abftra^  of  it. 

All  the  public  fuiidlionaries^  except  tbofi^^ 
of  the  judicial  department^  are  ele^d  opIl.^ii 
for  one  year. 

The  eleSors  for  all  offices  are  the  ikm*  ^^e- 
and  the  only  conditions  required  to  quaL_i^ 
an  eledtor  are  tlie  payment  of  a  tax,  ^Bii^ 
age  of  twenty-one  yeai-s^  and  the  profetLzaaa 
.of   the  proteftant  religion.      This   laik    ^> 
tolerant  condition,  which  is  faid  ta  have,  ^ex- 
perienced  great  oppofition   as  well   ki    the 
x>rigiiial  fbrmation  of  the  conflitution  in  1732 
as  in  its  revifion  in  1 7g2^  ia  ret^uirecL  for  ^^ 
the  offices  in  the  ftate. 

The  fehators  are  elefbd  by  diftri^. 
for  thi^  purpose  an  imaginary  divificxi  h^^^ 
been  made  of  the  ftate  into  twelve  diftri^^^^ 
nearly  «qual  in   point  of  laixation^     ^^^^ 
-ienatocs  are  twelve  in  number^.  |Liid  cl 
from  their  own  body  a  preiMkht,.  wb»  JM 
•  forms  the  fun^ons  of  4i€Utetiaat--gOVieMb<^ 
whenever  occafion  (o  rcqukfis, ' 
-*  The  JegUlature  caft«  altcip -the  bttilti£tfies 
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of  the  diftri£ls  according  to  the  changes 
wjikh  may  take  place  in  their  relative 
wealth. 

The  qualifications  for  eligibility  as  aiena-* 
tor  are^  that  the  candidate  have  attained  the 
age  of  thirty  years,  have  refidcd  in  the  ftate 
during  fcvcn  years,  and  during  one  year  iii ' 
the  diftri£i  where  he  is  chofen,  and  that  he 
poflfeis  a  landed: property  to  the  amount  of 
eight  hundred  doll  arsi» 

:  The  reprefentatives  miift  1>e  at  leafl  one 
and  twenty  years  old,  have  refided  in  the 
flste  during  two  years,  be  at  the  time-  of 
tiidir. election  inhabitants  of  the  townfhip 
by  which  they  are  chofen,  and  pofifefs  bsx 
eftate  of  four  hundred  dollars,  of  which  two 
hundred  mufl  be  in  landed  property  in  their* 
tfmright. 

'  .Bacbtown  or  pariih  containing  a  hundred 
lad  fifty  inhal»tant8  who  pay  taxes  ^fenda 
«ae  rtprefentative,  and  an  additional  one  foe 
WW^  three  hundred  and.  fifty  more.  Such 
IMi^tlbes  as  do> :  not  come  upi  *  to  <  the  formcf 
Mtlnber'aire*  joined  together  lor  .united  with 
etbsts  that  ^re' more  popuhnn, ;  according  to 
local  ctrcum^^dos;*  j 

Bb2  The 


requirecl.  The  govenio 
fhips,  and  mul):  have  i 
of  ^xitcs  :  in .  cal'e  non< 
fhould  have  Cuch  .majoi 
of  the  legiflature  cleft  i 
two  who  have  had  the 
fulTrages. 

The  flate  is  divided 
cjich  of  which  eleds  ir 
member  of  theexecutiv 

The  power  and  the . 
houfes  are  the  fame  as  i 

The  governor  has  i 
iignature  to  bills  which 
both  houies:- but  he  is 
five  days  after  they  hi 
him;  and,  after  his  ref4 
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n  grant  pardons;  but  all  this  muft  be  done 
"  the  advice  of  his  council.  In  cafes  of  no- 
ination,  the  governor  and  they  have  the 
>wer  of  a  mutual  negative  over  each  other, 
TThe  judges  are  appointed  during  good  be- 
viour  ;  but  none  of  their  number  can  rc- 
liti  in  office  after  the  age  of  feventy  years. 
The  legillature  of  Ncw-Hampfhire  fits 
ice  a  year. 

In  their  laft  feffion  the  Icgiflature  have  re- 
lated the  mode  of  choofing  the  iix  eleftors 
lo  are  to  vote  for  a  prefident  and  vice- 
efident  of  the  United  States.  Thofe  elec- 
rs  are  to  be  appointed,  in  like  manner  as 
B  governor  of  the  ftate,  by  the  eleftors  of 
ch  townfliip.  The  votes  are  to  be  tranf- 
ittcd  by  the  Seleft-Men  to  the  fecretary  of 
Ltc  :  they  are  next  to  be  examined  by  both 
(uies  of  the  legiflature,  who  will  then  de- 
irc  the  fix  eledlors.  The  peribns  thus 
tofen  are  to  meet  on  the  firft  Wednefday  in 
ecember. 

The  laws  of  New-Hampftiire  allow  the 

xnoft  latitude  of  itcftamentary  devifc  :   but 

I  cafes  of  inteftacy  one  third  of  the  property 

affigned  to  the  furviving  hufband  or  wife, 

6  b  3  and 
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and  the  remainder  divided  in'  equal  por 
among  the  children. 

The  criminal  code,  which  i5  only  a  i 
gation  of  the  Engliih  code^  flill  infli6b 
punifliment  of  death  ia  numerous  c 
Whipping  and  the  pillory  are  the  fc 
gradation  of  punlfhment,  and  are  appoi 
for  a  ytry  cpnfiderable  number  of  offa 
In  many  cafes  the  corporal  punifliment 
be  avpijded  on  payiit^ent  of  a  fine.  Ste 
of  horfes  or  other  cattle,  after  having  : 
expofed  in  the  pillory,  are  marked  in  the 
with  fevcral  black  lines  which  time  a 
can  obliterate.  Thifcves  of  every  other: 
are  condemned  to  the  fame  puni(hmei 
cafe  of  a  repetition  of  their  crime. 

The  law  refpefting  Sunday,  Icfs  tinifl 
with  puerile  fuperftition  than  that  of:M 
chufetts,  confines  its  prohibitions,  to  h 
labour  anid  amufements.  ^  \ 

The  finances  of  the  flate  are  in  goo< 
der,  A^  the  conclufion  of  the  war  its  g 
ral  debt  :amounted  to  about  five  hiw 
tfaoufand  dollars^  of  which  three  hoii 
thoaland  have  been  afllimed  by  the  Uj 
which  allows  for  them,  as  eliewhere,  m 
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tsar^iDt  of  fir  per' cent  until  they  be  reim^ 

The  other  two  hundred  thoufand» 

remained  as  a  debt  on  the  {late,  have* 

paid  oflTby  fales  of  land  and  other  (ipe^ 

means  i  New-Hampihire  has  at  prefentf 

u^     Cftand  a  fund  of  two  hundred  and  &fty 

tkcivi&nd  dollars,  part  in  fectirities  of  tlie 

ted  States,  part  in  the  bank* 

commiffioners  appointed  to  fettle  thc^ 

lUDts  between  .the  United  States  and  th<£ 

[ual  ftates  have  declared 'New^Hamp^ 

creditor   in   the   fum*  of  feventy-fiv^ 

^*^^jiand  and  fixty.-nfive.  dollars* — The   ex- 

ces   of  the   government   arc"  ordinarily 

Alt  twenty- eight  thoufand.  fix   hundi'ed 

7^>^»rs  :  they  arc  fomctimes  higher  flc(^>rd«4 

1*^^  fp  circumiliutces.     In  that  lum:  are  iiot 

'^^^^Ivd^d  the  purchafes  of  arms  and  amnaiii 

Xfia  required  to  fumiffi  the  magazines*  td 

extent  preicribcd  by  thebw;  -  ^'^ 

'^     Slavery  is  not  aboliftied  here  by  an  exprefii 

^Wt  asin  Maflachiifetts.     The^firft  artklfi 

^the  New-Hampfhire,  declaration  of  rightd 

IfOQPUQCes  that  &U  men  ore  born  equal  -anti 

iadfiipeodent:  but>.frivate  interefi:  has  ^fiig*^ 

gcAcA  4&  ixitcrpcetation  of  that  article  which 

Bb4  reftrifts 


vu    uti    iijc  idiiiq  luoiirig  ' 

Their  children  are  edu 
fcboolt.  The  real  evil, 
gradation  of  flavcry,  does 
HampOiire;  and  the  nan 
known  in  the  ftate.  No  1 
adopted  by  a  piople  wh 
tqtal  emancipation. 

Ifpr  fomo  years  back 
po&d  no  taxes.  The  Je 
Uik  make  it  a  rule  to  e; 
the  right  of  taxation,  i 
iteping  the  inhabitants 
contributions,  and  alfo  of 
Be  rpfourccs.  The  laft  i 
Mcenty^four  thoufand  doll 
We   property,  .cattle,    eVi 

fund.4.  aFA  <^.K:*A.*n  *k.  . 
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^c  county  and  town  rates,  which,  though 

*^Orc  confidcrable  than  thofe  impofed  by  the 

^te,  are  yet  very  light. 

,  '  In  the  general  affeffment  of  the  taxes, 
^•'^/t  county,   and  each   townfhip   in   each 

^Uxity,  has  its  particular  quota  affigned  to  it 
J^  ^he  law,  which  may  however  vary  iu 
^quence  of  any  important  changes  tak- 


^^S  r^lace  in  the  wealth  of  thofe  townfhips  or 
ties. 


he  mode  of  afleffing  and  levying  the 

5  is  nearly  the  fame  in  New-Hamp(hirc 

^^  ^11  Maffachufetts.     The  valuation  of  all 

tax^^l)}^  property  is  to  be  made  every  fifth 

T^^^  at  fartheft.     The  poll-tax,  to  which  all 

"^^  1:1  from  the  age  of  eighteen  years  to  that 

^    leventy  are  fubjeft,  is  eight  fhillings  per 

*^^d.     The  total  annual  amount  of  taxable 

P^'Operty,    according   to   the    laft  valuation 

*^^cle   in  1704,  is   forty-two  thoufand  and 

^'^ety  pounds,  or  a  hundred' and  forty  thou- 

^*^cl  three  hundred   dollars.      The  poll-tax 

P^^able  by  twenty-eight  thoufand  eight  hun^ 

^''^^dand  thirteen  inhabitants  makes  apart 

^^      that  fum.     The  Sele6l-Men  are  the  af- 

brs  of  the  taxes  in  the  different  town- 

fhips; 
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fhips ;  and  it  is  to  them  that  the  ftate-tre^ 
furer  fends  the  fchedule  of  the  apportion^ 
ment  of  the  taxes.  They  are  in  coaip- 
quence  authorized  to  densaud  of  each  in*. 
habitant  a  yearly  written  declaratioa  of  hu 
property.  In  cafe  of  deception  in  thofe  de« 
claratioQS,  the  Seled-Men  affefs  the  traof 
greflbr  to  four  times  the  amount  of  the  iiia 
at  which  he  was  rated.  The  inhabitanti 
have  the  power  of  appointing  the  colleo 
tors  4  but  the  appointment  is  generally  kfi 
to  the  Selc^-Men^  who  agree  with  the  ia*> 
habitants  for  the  expence  of  colleSion,  wbicfa 
is  from  four  to  five  -per  cent.  The  taxes 
are  to  be  levied  and  remitted  to  the  treafurei 
during  the  courfe  of  the  year;  and  tbi^ 
are  in  general  punctually  paid.  The  law 
provides  means  for  calling  to  account  the 
Seledt-Men,  colledors,  treafurers,  &c,  whc 
are  guilty  of  negleft  or  diflionefty. 

The  ftate  debt,  of  which  I  have  not  bcec 
able  to  learn  the  precife  amount,  is  far  frono 
confiderable,  and  probftbly  will  within  a  vcfj 
(hort  period  be  wholly  extinguiflied. 

The  roads,  and  the  finger-pofts  which  thi 
law  requires  to  be  crefted  on  them,  arc  kc^i 

ii 
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^>*'*^P«irb)r;fhc  townfliips,  that  is  to  fay,  by 
^^  P^Tfbnvil  labour  of  each  inhabitant,  or 

w 

*  pecuniary  commutation  in  its  ftead.  The 
rate  for  the  maintenance  of  the  ix)or  is  alfo 
^towiji  rate.  Several  houfes  are  eftablifhed 
"^  tlieir  reception  in  different  parts  of  the 
®**^i  and  are  in  general  as  ill  kept  as  fuch 
^'^^lifliments  are  every-where  elfe. 

I^ortfmouth  is  the  only  port  of  entry  in 

'**e  commonwealth  of  New  -  Hampfhire.— 

*^3t«ttr  and  Dover,  fituate  in  the  inner  part 

^^  the  feme  bay,  and  to  which  fome  velfels 

inferior  tonnage  go  up,  carry  on  no  com- 

except  through  the  medium  pf  Portf- 

**^<>vith,  and  have  no  cuftom-houfc.      The 

^^portations  from  Portfmouth  amounted,  in 

*  ?Oo,  to  one  hunilred  and  thirty-four  thou- 

**li^   three  hundred  and  nine   dollars-— in 

'^Of,  to  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  thoufand 

^*ir  hundred  and  twenty-five — in  17g2,  to 

^*^    hundred  and  eighty -one*  thoufand  three 

'^^^^drcd   and  fixty-eight — in  1793,  to   one 

hxM,  indred  and  feventy-fix  thoufand  and  eighty- 

tb^^e-^in  1794,  to  one  hundred  and  fixty- 

fo\ir  thoufand  two  hundred  and  feventcen 

'in  1793,   to  two  hundred  and   forty-fix 

thoufand 
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thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixty-fou 
in  the  firft  fix  months  of  the  prefeat 
1 796,  to  two  hundred  and  fixty-two  thou 
three  hundred:  and  fifty-one. 

The  confiderable  iilcreafe  in  the  pre 
year  was  occjafioned  fey  the  extraprdi 
circumftance  of  feveral  (hips  coming  i 
the  Weft-Indies,  which,  though  coofi) 
to  other  ports,  were  obliged  to  dii^h 
their  cargoes  here.  The  produce  .0^, 
cuftom--houfe  duties  on  imported  art 
aniounted,  in  1 7go,  to  fixteen  thouiknd 
hundred  and  feyenty-nine  dollars— in  l 
to  thirty-one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
fifty-four — in  1792,  to  forty-five  thow 
four  hundred  and  ninety-nine — in  1703 
fifty-one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  i 
eight — in  1794,  to  fifty-one  thoufand  c 
hundred  and  three — and,  in  1.795,  to  .1 
nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-^i 
The  principal  articles  of  thofe  importal 
are  the  produdions  of  the  Weft-India  ifl 
•'"•wine,  fbap,  oil,  and  hemp,  from  Euro) 
and  manufactured  goods.  It  is  with 
French  iflands  that  New-Hampftiirc  ba 
on  the  chief  part  of  her  Weft-India .  ti 
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anci  with  Holland  and  Germany  of  her  Eu- 
ro£>can.  It  is  moft  commonly  through  the 
medium  of  Boflon  that  fhe  receives  her  fup- 
pli^  of  Britifli  goods.  The  veflels  belong- 
'in^  to  Portfmouth  that  vifit  England,  feldom 
toxsch  there  except  on  their  return  from  Ger- 

The  produftions  of  Ncw-Hamp(hire  are 

In.^iaa  corn,  wheat,  barley,  rye,  black  cat* 

tier,  goats,  fheep,  hogs,  horfes,  mules,  poul* 

try,  flax,  hemp,   pot-afli,  pcarl-afh,  timber 

o^  every  kind  apd  in  great  quantities.    Thefe 

™''nifli  matter  for  her  exportations  :  but  the 

wal  fituation  of  the  country,  which  removes 

''^^x^  the  vicinity  of  the  fca  a  great  number 

^^    ^ts  inhabitants,  and  places  them  nearer 

'^     ^he  Conncfticut  and  the  North^River, 

^'^  :Ces  a  great  portion  of  the  produce  to  pafs 

**^^^augh  Albany,  New- York,  and  the  towns 

^^  ^iIlonne6hcut. — Ne  w-Hamp(hire  re-exports 

novcr  a  great  quantity  of  commodities 

()orted  from  the  Weft- Indies. 

^he  total  amount  of  the  tonnage  em* 

kP^^^ycd  by  this  ftate  in  foreign  trade  was, 

**^    1793,  eleven  thoufand  fcven  hundred  and 

>^^ti(  cons-— .iu- 1794,  twelve  t;houfand  and 

eleven 


S82  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

eleven — in  1795,  twelve  thoufandnine  hun* 
drcd  and  feventy:— in  the  prefent-ycarl7Q6, 
it  is  thirteen  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty^ 
In  addition  to  this,  the  tonnage  employed  in 
the  coafting  trade  and  fifheries  was,  in  1793, 
one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  tons 
— in  1794,  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-eight — in  1795,  one  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  forty-fix:— and  it  now  amount^t 
in  17969  to  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
fifty. 

The  population  of  New-Hampfhire  con* 
fifls  of  about  a  hundred  and  ninety  thoufiiftd 
fouls.  Although  almoft  all  the  townflitps^ 
which  are  generally  of  fix  fquare  mtle^^  have 
been  granted  by  the  ftatc,  fome  are  yit  wboBy 
deflitute  of  inhabitants,  and  many  others 
contain  very  few.  It  is  only  from  its  oWA 
population  that  thm  ftate  can  exped  anjr 
confiderable  increafc  ;  for  there  b  no -im^ 
migration  to  it  from  other  parts.  The  UlWb 
of  New-England  had  long  pl-dhibited  the  aA- 
iniflGioa  of  aiiy  emigrants  froih  '£urope^-ex- 
cept  Englifhmen^  who  are  not  eafity  itiduoell 

to  quit  their  native  country*    iSince  «diei: 

•        .  •        •  • 

^n^hibhory-lawS'hav^ceafed'to  bb«ifcM^  ^ 
:  '--^  foreigiL« 


y^teign  immigrants  arc  m>t  more  numerous 
^^  New-Hamp(hire  than  at  former  periods; 
^aufe,    in    the    firft   place,    Connefticut, 
'HlK>de-Ifiand,  and  Malfachufett v  have  at  pre- 
^nt  nearly  their  due  quantum  of  popula- 
^oti;  and^  in  the  fecond  place,  bccaufe  the  . 
^^  of   foreign  immigration,  having  long 
*^^^c  taken  its  courfe  toward  the  ftates  of 
•^^^v-Yorfc,   Penhfylvania,  &c.  wiH,  for  a 
*^*»g  time  to  come,  flow  in  the  fame  chan- 
^^^s,  attra^ed  by  motives  of  confenguinity, 
^1*^*^3  the  various  relations  cxifting  between 
new  immigrants  and  the  old.     Such  im- 
grations  from  thofe  three  populous  ftates 
t^    'New-England,  as  do  not  take  a  weftcrn 
tion,  incline  toward  Vermont  in* pre- 
ntice to  New-Hanipfhire,  becaufe  in  Ver- 
^*t^<mt  the  lands  are  cheaper.    The  ftate  of 
▼"ermont,.  moreover^  at  the  time  of  its^  for- 
^feiatioii,  pafkd  x  law,,  unjuft  in  itfelf,  but  fa^ 
^Vourable  to  a  Ipeedy  incrcafc  of  population 
in  the  country.    A  great  part  of  its  hrads 
btA  been  granted  in  the  xnafs  to  tbe^  inhabit 
tants  of  New-Hamp(hire  by  the  governors 
^thttltiate,  of  wiiidi  Vermbnt  ^feen  con- 

^  rate 
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rate  commonwealth,  the  leglflature  of  Ver- 
mont declared  that  every  pcrfon  taking  poC- 
fedion  of  the  uninhabited  lands,  by  whom-* 
foever  owned,  Ihould  enjoy  them  unmolefted 
during  the  fpace  of  feven  years«  Allured 
by  this  invitation,  outcafts,  debtors,  needj 
adventurers,  flocked  thither  from  all  quar*^ 
ters.  The  inhabitants  of  New-Hampfliirc, 
who  were  the  proprietors  of  thofe  lands^ 
fearing  tp  fee  themfelves  entirely  deprived 
of  them,  concluded  bargains  with  the  new* 
comers  on  whatever  terms  the  latter  were 
pleafed  to  allow.  In  confequcnce  of  tbeic 
tranfadions,  the  population  of  Vermont  re- 
ceived  fo  rapid  an  increafe,  that,  although 
ten  years  fince  it  hardly  contained  forty  thou- 
fand  inhabitants,  it  now  reckons  above  a 
hundred  thoufand ;  and  land  ftill  continues 
there  .at  a  lower  price  than  in  New-Hamp^ 
(hire,  where  from  one  to  five  dollars  are  paid 
per  acre  in  the  interior  part  of  the  cpuutrj^ 
according  tp  the  number  of  inhabitants  al^ 
ready  fettled  in  the  towufhip  where  the  p^r- 
ch^fe  is  made. 

Free  ichoo|s  ar^  ^pported  at- the,  public 
charts  iu  New-Ha^^p2^     as  in  Maifacbi^ 

fetts; 
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with  this  dificrence,  howeveii  that  in 
se  of  them  do  children  feceivc  the  firft 

■ 

ia  reading.     The  pupils  are  inflni^t* 

JO  writing  and  arithmetic — in  Latin^  aa 

a$  Virgil  and  Cicero«--in  Greek,  fo  fac^ 

ly  as  to  tranilate  the  Teftament^-^and  in 

principles  of  the  Englifli  language*     An 

dcRiyat  Exeter  purfues  the  courfe  of  edu-* 

:t«oo  a  little  farther,  and  gives  fome  tinc-t 

c  of  the  fcienccs.  The  univerfity  of  Ne  w- 

iro  is  at  Dartmouth  on  Connedticut-* 

yer.      The  parents  of  the  children  are 

^€:^HV^d  ^9  have  them  taught  to  read.     The 

of  gratuitous  inflrudion  in  that  firft 

is  certainly  a  bar  to  the  general  dif« 

mmktion  of  knowledge  through  the  Aate. 

The  more  I  fee  of  America,  the  more 

E&ariQly  aoi  I  convinced  that  the  underfland« 

gi  o£  the  people  are  every- where  good. 

inhabitants  are  induilrlous :  eachiaoiily 

it»  dpmeftic  manufa&orie3  where  the  ne- 

%fy  articles  of  clothing  are.  fabricated  and 

ypt  few  fieunilies  refrain  from  pur^- 

^^ijjng  j^  the  retailer*s  Jftore  fome  Euro- 

ilufFs  pr  ribaods,  that  the^r  may  iK)t,  at 

Vol.  in.  C  c  the 
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the  meeting  on  funday,  appear  lefs  fine  than 
tbeirncighbours. 

The  militia  of  New*-Hamp(hire  is  divided 
into  twenty-eight  regiments,  and  amounts  to 
twenty-eight  thoufand  men,  of  whom  two 
ihoufand  are  cavalry,  and  fix  hundred  -  artil- 
lerifts; 

Notwithftanding  the  claufe  in  the  confti- 
tution  which  requires  the  profeflion  of  the 
pfoteftant  religion  as  a  qualification  for  every 
public  office,  unbounded  religious  freedom 
prevails  in  the  ftate,  and  ahnoft  every  feft 
of  Chriftians  have  here  public  places  of  wor- 
Ihip. 

The  moft  ancient  fcttlements  in  New* 
Hampfliire  were  formed  Ibon  after  thole  of 
Maflachufetts.  Portfmouth  and  Dover  arc 
the  places  where  the  •  firft  eftabliflxments 
\vere  made.  But  difturbances  having  arilcn 
in  this  province,  and  introduced  a  ftatc  ef 
anarchy  which  became  intolerable  to  th* 
majority  of  the  inhabitants,  they  put  them* 
felves  under  the  protedion  of  the  colony  of 
'Maflachufetts  which  was  in  a  much  more 
flourilhing  condition,  and  where  a  more  *cj- 

•gulai* 
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gular  fyftem  of  laws  was  followed.  They 
incorporated  thetnfelves  with  Maffachufetts 
in  1642:  but  the  provuice  of  New-Hamp- 
fliire  becoming  more  populous,  and  foi'*ie  dif- 
contents  having  broken  out  on  occafion  of 

• 

the  fuperiority  which  Maffachufetts  affumed 
over  it — and  thefe  difcontents  being  more- 
over embittered  by  quarrels  on  the  fubjed  of 
religion — the  inhabitants  petitioned  the  Eng- 
lifli  court  that  their  colony  might  again  be- 
come a  feparate  province ;  and  accordingly, 
by  an  edid  iffued  in  l070»  Charles  the  Se- 
cond granted  their  requeft,  and  created  New- 
Hampihire  a  diftin6l  and  royal  province. 

One  of  the  fix  frigates  voted  two  years 
fince  by  Congrcfs  was  to  have  been  built 
here:  but,  like  thofe  of  Portfmouth  in  Vir- 
ginia and  of  New-York,  it  is  among  the 
three  of  which  the  national  legiflature  at 
their  laft  feflion  countermanded  the  con- 
jftrudlion.  The  timber,  which  coft  fo  much 
money,  remains  in  the  dock  -  yard  half- 
wrought  ;  and,  notwithftanding  all  the  care 
which,^  people  fay,  will  be  taken  for  its  prc- 
(ervation,  a  very  fmall  portion  of  it  will  af- 
ter a  few  years    be  fit  for   fervice.      In  a 

C  c  2  dock- 
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dock-yard  adjoining  to  that  where  this  hi 
gate  was  begun,  the  fame  workmen  whc 
^ere  employed   upon  it  are  now  building 
one  intended  to  carry  thirty-two  guns,  which 
vfis  firfl  laid  on  the  flocks  a  month  iincej 
and  is  to  be  finiAied  by  next  fpring.     It  h 
a  prcfent  demanded  of  the  United  States  *by 
the  dey  of  Algiers,  as  an  inducement  to  his 
faithful  obfcrvance  of  the  treaty  he  has  ccm- 
cludcd  with  them.     It  is  aflerted  tb^t  this 
condition,  which  the  executive  power  of  tlic 
United  States  is   eager  fpcedily  to  compi) 
with,  is  the  refult  of  a  fupplemental  treat 
which  will  remain  unknown  till  the  ne9 
fcflion  of  Congrefs  ;  but  that  there  can  ex 
no  doubt  that  lieceflity  will  oblige  them' 
ratify  it. — When  we  recolledt  that  thofe 
frigates  were  voted  for  the  purpofc  bf 
preffing  the  piracies  of  the  Algcrines— *w' 
we  read  the  treaty  fince  concluded,  an<? 
a  frigate  given  to  thofe  fame  Algerincs 
prefent  from  America — we  might' reelbf 
be   furprized   if  the   power  of  the  X 
States,  and  the  confiftency  of  their  pc 
fyftem,  were  held   in   high  repute  »f 
^iers. 
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,  In  going  to  Portfmouth;i  I  puHued  thp 
(ame  track  as  lad  year,  thcough  Salemt 
Newbury,  Hampton.  I  Ijave  therefore  no, 
new  information  to  ofler,  except  that  al« 
moft  every  article  is  rifen  in  price,  and  tha|[ 
:&ip*building  is  carried  on  in  all  the  creek^ 
^th  ftill  greater  adivity  than  during  the  lai^ 
jrcar,  as  if  trade  were  always  to  be  carrie4 
on  in  American  bottoms  to  the  iame  extent. 
jBat  the  war  cannot  endure  fpr-ever :  and^ 
^a  the  return  of  peace,  many  of  the  fhip^ 
owners  will  difcover  that  they  might  havf 
conployed  their  money  to  greater  advantage^. 
I  returned  from  Portfonouth  by  the  v)p£Cf 
It  was  at  the  diflance  of  ieveral  railf  f 
om  the  fea,  and  it  is  not  longer  tha^  tfa^ 
seller ;  but  it  is  lefs  agreeable*  an4  morf 
^iiBcult,  inafmuch  as  it  croifes  mgunt^^ 
^nd  fands,  and  efpccially  as  it  lie^  t|irough  ^ 
l^fi  beautifql  and  lefs  cultivated  pountry. 

EXETER. 

^This  town,  fourteen  miles  4iftant  froni 
*^^rtfmout^i,  is  the  feat  of  the  government  of 
^^w-Hamp(hire|  and  fituate  ^i^  the  couiity 

Cc  3  pf 
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of  Rockingham,  on  the  river  Saiamplcoc, 
at  the  head  of  the  bay  of  Pifcataqua.  It 
contains  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  houfes, 
and  from  fixteen  to  Icventeen  hundred  in- 
habitants^ The  houfes  arc  tolerably  neat ; 
and  the  place  receives  a  good  fliare  of  adti- 
^ty  from  feveral  mills  for  corn,  paper,  full- 
ing, tobacco,  chocolate,  and  fa\ving,and  from 
Ibme  iron-works. 

"■  I  have  obferved  that  there  was  an  aca- 
demy m  this  town.  It  was  incorporated  iii 
1781  by"  an  aft  of  the  legiflature,  under  the 
ritaie  of  "  Phillips's  Exeter  Academy,'* 
from  the  name  of  a  Mr.  Phillips,  a  minifter 
of  Exeter,  who  was  the  principal  donor  to 
it^-*— Before  the  revolution,  and  at  the  time 
when  Portfmduth  carried  on  an  extenfive 
com'rhcrce,  many  vcflels  were  built  at  £xe* 
tcr :  but,  fince  the  decline  of  the  trade  of 
Portfmouth,  the  (hip-building  at  Exeter  has 
dwindled  almoft  to  nothing ;  not  more  than 
two  or  three  veflels  l)eing  annually  built 
tliere,  and  thefe  being  only  Hoops.  No  vel- 
fels  above  the  burden  of  twenty  tons  can  go 
up  to  that  town. 

Under  the  head  of  Portfmouth  I  forgot 

to 
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:xiotice  a  particularity  which  would  there 

h^^v'c  been  more  pi;opprly  placed  than  under 

th  ^     head  of  Exeter,  although  the  fame  faft 

c:x.k£k  here  alfo.     It  is,  that  in  that  c^n- 

li.<:l arable  towp,  where  all  the  houfes  except 

OK^G  or  two  are  built  of  wood,  the  only  mode 

pr^^ifed  for  cleaning  the  chimneys  is  to  fet 

tti^mn  on  fire.     That  operation  is  performed 

ii^    x^iny  weather,  that  the  roofs,  which  arc 

^O'Vi^cred  with  fhingles^  may  be  the  lefs  cx-r 

cd  to  catch  fire  from  the  flying  fparks, 

ere  is  not  an  inftance  on  record  of  any 

i^hief  having  been  caufed  by  this  Angular 

s  of  cleaning  the  chimneys.   The  want 

chimney-fweepers  firft  gave  rife  to  this 

ice,  which  is  at  length  fo  thoroughly 

.  '^^blifhed  by  habit,  as  to  be  now  employed 

,^^   F>refereuce  to  any  other,  even  when  fwef  p3 


en  to  paf$  through  the  town.   The  fame 
om  almoft  univerfally  prevails  in  all  thg 
^11  towns  or  villages  of  New-England,  ancj 
in  many  other,  parts  of  America, 
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HAVER-HILL. 

From  Exeter  to  Haver-hill,  the  country 
wears  the  appearance  of  a  defert ;  prefenting 
to  the  view  an  almoft  uninterrupted  fuc- 
ceffion  of  woods  of  the  pooreft  kind  and  of 
the  fmalleft  growth— -here  and  there  a  few 
acres  cultivated*— -but  bad  land,  bad  culture^ 
indifferent  houfes  :  —  the  traveller  fancies 
himfelf  at  the  diflance  of  a  hundred  miles 
from  any  inhabited  country.  Within  a  few 
miles  from  Haver-hill  the  country  aiTumes 
a  more  pleafing  afpeft;  the  land  is  better, 
the  cultivation  more  regular,  and  the  houfes 
more  fightly.  Haver-hill  is  in  the  ftate  of 
Maffachufetts,  and  iituate  on  the  Merrimack, 
the  fame  river  which  forms  the  port  of 
Newbury.  Over  this  river  was  built  in  1 794 
a  tolerably  handfomc  bridge,  confifting  of 
three  wooden  arches,  each  a  hundred  and 
eighty-two  feet  in  breadth,  and  fupported  by 
flone  piers  and  buttrefTes.  This  bridge  is 
not  fufficiently  light  in  its  upper  part :  an 
as  the  intervals  between  the  arches  are  no 
raifed  to  a  level  with  the  tops  of  the  vaults^ 
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*Aef-c  is  a  dcicent  from  each  to  the  plat^form 
^f  tie  pier,  and  an  afcent  to  the  next,  {o  as 
*^  ^^^nder  the  palTage  unplcafant.  But  civil 
^r^l^ite£lure  has  not  yet  made  iufficient  ad« 
"^^t^ccs  to  improvement  in  this  new  country 
^  ^.dmit  of  attention  being  paid  to  the  coa^ 
^•^cnce  of  travellers. 

-A  coniiderable  number  of  Ihips  are  an* 

dually  built  at   Haver- hill  — often  fifty  or 

"3cty.      The  greater  number  of  them  arc 

^Id  in  the  fouthern  ftates.     Only  fix  vefTels 

^i*e  owned  by  the  pierchants  of  this  port,  and 

^*ttployed  in  the  Weft-Indian  and  even  ia 

the  EurcTpean  trade  :    but  they  take  their 

^sirgoes  to  Bofton,  whence  are  procured  the 

foreign  commodities  neceffary  for  the  con- 

^unoption  and  trade  of  Haver-hill,  which 

^u^pplies  many  townships  in  the  back  coun« 

tt-y^  The  ftores  here  are  numerous  and  well 

locked :   and  the  manufactories  that  claim 

^*^ore  particular   notice  are  a  pretty  con^ 

fidcrablc  one  of  fail-cloth,  and  fome  diftil* 

^^rics.    Although  hemp  is  produced  both  in 

N'cw-Hamj^ire  and  Maffachufetts,  that  of 

^^ffian  growth  is  alone  ufed  in  this  fail^ 

cloth- 
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cloth-manufaftory ;  and  it  is  procured  froi 
BaftoD. 

1  have  been  affured  that  velFcls  of  a  hu 

dred  tons  burden  can  conFic  up  to  H^ver-1: 

in  the  high  tides.     This  town,  which 

tains  between  two  and  three  thoufand 

habitants,  is  moreover. in  a  liatc  of  incre^^^   yj 

and  a  great  ftumber  of  handfome  houfes    ^=3/-^ 

now  a-building  in  it.     The  price  of  land^    in 

its  vicinity  is  a  hundred  dollars  the  acre  z      at 

ibmc  diftance,  it  .is  only  thirty.     The  aa^nV 

culture  in  its  immediate  ^nvirons  is  aim 

folely  confined  to  Indian  corn  and  meado 

It  is  eafy  here  to  procure  workmen;  ai 

their  wages  are  four  {hillings  and  nine  pew 

per  day,  and  fevea  dollars  per  month. 

mafon  can   earn    fevcn   fhillings,  a  houfe 

carpenter  nine  (hillings,  and  a  fhip-carpen 

ter  two  dollars.  Philadelphia  flour  now  fell^  ' 

here  at  thirteen  dollars  the  barrel,,  that  or- 

the  country  produce  at  fix  or  fevep.     Thip 

enormous  ditFerence  arifes  not  only  from  th< 

difference  in  the  beauty  of  the  grain  and  ii 

the  goodnefs  of  the  mills,  but  alfo  frona  thr 

adulteration  of  the  country  flour,  vyhjch,  ntf 
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*^ing  fubjeft  to  any  infpeftion,  is  mixed  with 
'ic  flour  of  peas,  beans,  and  potatoes,  and 
*Aas  is  inferior  in  quality  even  to  good  In-^ 
^iBrx  meal. 

RETURN  TO  BOSTON; 

eyond  Haver-hill  bridge  the  traveller 
ers  the  townlhip  of  Brentford,  which  is 
of  the  county  of  Eflcx,  and  where  the 
'>c3  ftill  prefents  the  fame  appearance.  In 
^*^is  townftiip  is  a  confiderable  manufaiSlure 
men's  (hoes  for  exportation.  The  num- 
daily  produced  by  the  workmen  of  this 
e  place  is  eflimated  at  two  hundred  pair, 
efe  Ihoes,  which  are  of  good  materials 
well  made,  are  fold  at  four  fliillings  and 
e  pence  halfpeimy  the  pair.  The  leather 
ployed  in  making  them  comes  from  the 
^^X^sniih  part  of  Saint- Domingo. 

-  Trom  Haver-bill  to  Bofton  the  country  is 

ite  rich^  abounding  in  good  houfes  and 

*^cautiful  farms.     The  town(hip  of  Andover 

^^^    particular  is  remarkable  for  its  charm-r 

^'-^g  meadows,  and   the  numerous  herds  of 

♦^+xc  cattle  with  which  they  are  Rocked. 

On 
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On  this  little  journey  I  chatted,  according 
to  my  cuftotn,  with  every  one  whom  I  found 
difpofed  for  converfation  :  and  it  is  not  very 
common  in  America  to  find  perfons  who  are 
averfe  to  it,  efpccially  among  thofe  who  do 
not  rank  among  the  firft  clafs  of  ibciety.  I 
every- where  obferved  a  (enfe  of  refpedl  for 
the  prefident,  but  an  indifference  on  the  fub- 
jedl  of  his  refignation.  **  He  is  old;  and 
cannot  lafl  for  ever:'*  fuch  is  the  general  r 
mark.  Befides,  lefs  importance  i$ 
to  the  choice  of  his  fuccefTor  than  I  flioul 
have  expefted.  In  this  part  of  the  country 
indeed  the  votes  will  be  pretty  generally  iar 
favour  of  John  Adams.  **  He  is  a 
man,"  faid  to  me  a  Colonel  Beverley  w 
keeps  a  tavern :    "  JefFerfon  is  alio  a 


man :  we  cannot  fail  to  find  good  men 
America." 

The  general  fpirit  and  opinion  of 
people  are  the  fame  here  as  throughout 
New-Englandy  and  indeed  in  almoft 
part  of  America — a  heart-felt  recoUedion 
the  fervices  rendered  by  France,  and  of 
evils  inflidled  by  England.    Neither  the 
political  fubtilities  refpcQing  the  real 


tivcs  of  thbft  fcrvictfs,  nor  the  documents  df 
natJdnal  ingratitude  Which  are  the  reftilt  df 
tHem^  have  yet  inlpaired  the  friendly  difpo* 
fitions  entertaini^  by  the  people  of  America 
toward  France.  They  remember  that  flie 
aided  them  in  the  hour  of  need  :  they  wifli 
prolperity,  take  an  intereft  in  her  fuc- 
r,  and  enjoy  them  with  delight.  They 
^jarify  remember  that  England  burned  and 
'^eilrciyed.  t!hefr  houfes,  and  did  them  all  the 
lili^ef  in  her  power.  They  would  not 
^cr  oh  that  account  join  with  France 
wage  war  againfl  England  :  they  ftiU 
^^tially  continue  to  fupply  their  wants  with 
^^fae -articles  of  Britifh  manufa6lure  (which 
'dr-cumftance,  be  it  obferved  en  pajfant^  af- 
'^ot^ds  a  juft  fubjedt  of  animadverfion  on  the 
^'^V'ant  of  (kilful  management  in  the  former 


rench  government) ;  but  they  pour  forth 
^Vicir  ardent  prayers  for  the  welfare  ofFrance. 
T^  attachment  to  La  Fayette,  fo  percep- 
'tibly  diminifhed  in  the  great  towns  even 
®^ce  my  arrival  in  America,  has  fuffered 
-^^  itetement  in  the  other  parts  of  the  con- 
•tiMtrit  ;  and  numbers  of  honeft  ibuls  are 
^*^y^where  found  ^ho  dcckire  that  a  gene- 
ral 
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ral  tax,  impofed  for  the  fole  purpofe  of 
raifing  for  hitxi  a  coufiderable  property, 
would  be  paid  with  the  greateft  chearfuliiefe 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of  America* 

THIRD  VISIT  TO  BOSTON* 

This  time   I   found  Bofton  in  a  ftate  of 
confiderable  agitation.     The  caufc  is  ibine- 
thing  of  a  much  more  ferious  nature  than 
the   refignation  of  the  prcfident  :    it  is  the 
intelligence  of  the  refolution  announced  b^ 
France  of  caufing  her  fliips  of  war  and  pr"^ 
vateers   to  fcize    every  neutral  veflel  lad< 
with  goods  of  Britifh  manufafturc.    Alreac 
I  believe,  in  this  journal,  I  have  mention 
fuch  an  event  as  likely  to  take   place- 


being  a  juft  and  perhaps  over-tardy  retal 
tion  for  the  capture  of  American  (hips  lai 
with  provifions  for  France — as  a  meafd 
which,  conlidercd  in  a  commercial  view. 
Aids  a  deeper  wound  on  Britain  than  o 
America,  fuice  two  thirds  of  the  cargoes  ex* 
ported  from  or  imported  into  America  arc 
the  property  of  Englifh  houfes — and  which> 
in  (hort,  even  if  it  were  to  prove  fevercaa 

its 
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its  operation'  on  the  American  commerce^ 
finds  its  apology  in  the  late  treaty  concluded 
between  England  and  America,   in  the  ac- 
tive part   \\4iich    the  American    merchants 
took  in  that  treaty,  and  in  the  facility  with 
which  they  delivered  up  to  the  Englifli  with- 
out reiiftance  or  reclamation  the  veffels  laden 
for  France.     1  do  not  think  I  am  blinded 
by  my  afFeftiori  for  my  country  when  I  thus 
juftify  the  ftep  lately  taken  by  her  governors, 
and  pronounce    this    feverc   mealure   to   be 
ivithin  the  bounds  of  that  juftice  which  is 
tSoniiftent  with  the  dreadful  right  of  war. 

1  am  convinced   that  every  honcfl:  man, 
'Who  is  unbiaflcd  by  private  intercft  and  ab- 
^olute  mafter  of  his  own  opinion,  will  think 
^s   I   do  on  the   fubje6l :  but   he  could  not, 
5*iiy  more  than  I,  flatter  himfelf  with  the 
^ope  of  bringing  over  the  commercial  houfes 
c^f  America  to  his  fentiments  :  '^  a  lofing 
^amefter  cannot  fmilc,''   fays   the  old  pro- 
Verb  ;  and  it  is  beyond  all  doubt  that  this 
^ecifivc  a6l  of  the  French  government,  the 
objeA  of  which  is  to  ruin  the  manufafturcs 
and  trade  of  England,  will  be  deeply  felt  by 
the  commercial  fortunes  of  this  continent. 

Accord- 
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Accordingly  the  merchants  of  Bofton«  or  at 
leaft  a  part  of  them^  exclaim  againft  it  as 
fraught  with  injuAice»  horror»  treacheryt  and 
openly  exprefs  their  wiflies  that  America 
Ihould  declare  war  againft  France.  Thefe 
puerile  wilhes  (hew  what  lofs  they  fear,  and 
how  far  their  fcnfibility  of  it  influences  their 
judgement. 

That  intelligence  was  the  fble  topic 
converfation  in  Bofton  at  the  time  of  my  ar-* 
rival :  neverthelefs  it  found  apologifts  among 
the  inhabitants,  even  among  thofe  Engaged 
in  trade.  Since  the  more  recent  news  that 
a  French  fleet  is  on  its  way  to  Halifax^  peo* 
pie  talk  le(s  loudly  againft  that  declaration : 
for  fear,  as  well  as  intereft,  has  its  influence* 
If  France,  while  ftie  does  fome  little  injuiy 
to  the  commerce  of  America^  ftiows  that 
flie  has  it  in  her  power  to  do  ftill  greater^ 
ihe  will  find  fo  many  friends  in  all  that  clais 
of  the  Americans  who  now  declare  agunii 
her.  Such  is  the  mode  that  has  been  pur* 
^ed  by  England  ;  and,  however  painful  it 
may  be  to  make  the  remark,  it  is  a  good  and 
cffedhial  mode. 

With  reiped  to  myfelf,  it  is  with  pleafiire 

I  con* 
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ifider  the  meafurc  adopted  by  Prance  as 
an  of  compelling  England  to  a  fpeedy 
y— an  event  which  will  prove  a  blefling 
5  Briti(h  nation,  and  a  flill  greater  bleft- 
>  the  inhabitants  of  France  :  for  peace 
more  than  any  thing  elfe  cotitribute  ta 
lability  to  their  liberty  and  conilitution, 
sas  they  are  both  expofed  t&  conftant  ' 
T  by  the  war.  Let  us  then  hope  that* 
able  peace  will  reftore  to  Europe  that 
uillity  and  fecurity  of  which  (he  fo 
ly  {lands  in  need,  and  that  France, 
lie  of  fupporting  tlie  trying  burden  of- 
erity,  will  fhow  herfelf  as  great  and 
ous  at  the  moment  of  (heathing  the 
I  as  (he  has  been  terrible  while  (he 
ed  it :  let  us  hope  that  fuch  a  peace 
fboh  confer  on  the  French  people  all 
[plenitude  of  happinefs  which  they  can- 
til  to  enjoy  under  a  government  who 
have  leifure  to  devote  their  thoughts 
jbod  fyftem  of  adminiftration. 
ttff  a  third  refidcnce  of  a  week  at  Bof- 
[  finally  quitted  it  to  proceed  toward 
lielphia.  It  was  not  without  regret  that 
ted  fi^om  fevefal  perfons  who  had  con- 

q        i^    or. 
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tinued  to  (how  me  the  fame  multiplied  mark 
of  friendly  Intersil  and  obliging  attentio 
which  they  had  lavifhed  on  me  in  the  pre 
ceding  year.  At  the  head  of  the  lift  I  wi 
place  Do£lor  Euflis,  a  man  as  really  good 
he  is  agreeable,  prudent,  enlightened  in  h 
opinions,  liberal  in  his  fentiments.and  co 
du£l,  eflentlally  amiable  and  cftimable^  a 
endowed  with  an  independence  of 
which  fecures  all  thofe  qualities  on  a  fi 
bails.  \  have  conceived  for  him  a.fiqi 
friendlhip,  which  feparatioa  or  diftancc  w 
never  prevent  me  from  cuitnrating* 


MARLBOROUGH,  AND  THE  WILLIAM^W 

FAMILY. 


t  I 


•  1 


The  firft  night  of  my  journey,  Q&ohfm:^^ 
13,  I  fpent  at  Marlborough  in  the  houfe.  o^^ 
the  fame  Williamses  where  2  had  b^en  ^ik  ^ 
laft  year,  aixd  had  experienced  fuch  r^i^i^flt* 
able  attentions  from  the  family.      I  wo«14r 
not  on  any  account  have  palfed  fhevr  4K>r 
without  flopping.     They  received  fpp  |0iri|^ 
cordial  demouftrations  of  pleafurq.:  tiFcpp) 
delight  in  feeing  thofe  to  whpsn  ftiey  hti 
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idercd  jfcrvicc;  and  I  felt,  a  fiiicefc  fatif^ 
^dbipa  in  again- ^bebolding^thofe  to  whbmt 
4^t  (6  many  obligations.    Honed  Williams- s 
<rops  have  been  good  this '  feafbn  in  eviry 
-4opaftracnt  ofi  his-bulbanJfy.  -•   His  ifiirmt 
nvhich   I   perambulated-  in*  company    wi^h 
hira,  is  in  excellent  conditidn:'h6  plentifully 
-Jung!  his  land;'^n(l'ilb  conltt^uenek  bUi  itaei^- 
^Wf  yield  hlni'frOto  file  tfal  6ight  thoufand 
Height  6f  hay  per  •aerc*'''*He' Teapsfmm 
tty  to  fixty  bulhela  of  L^diaii'  ddrri'  per  aef«y 
ilid^  the  Indiiatl  corn  beai^ing^b  |>rice  bf  fe^^tin 
cp  eight  (hillings  •the  buflicly  *aih- aerc' thiis 
pfOiSoccs*  him  about  feverity  dollars;'    Thd 
wages'  of  hi«  work  wen  aVi*'  ^xottftCdi:.   laft 
yeai  thty  were  tto  dollars -per  iiiDnth;"this 
ydir*they  are  twelve;  and,  at  the  time  bf 
the  hay-making,  he  was  obliged  in  fome  in^ 
fbiQces  to  pay   io  high   as  twenty  dollars. 
The  lands  of  hife  *fkrm  would  not,  in*  their 
preient  ftate,  be  fold  for  lefs  than  three  hun- 
dimfiAollari  per  acre  t  helete  io'rtic  near  tiis 
own  liabitatidjn  at  »*  rent^pi^rtfoned  to  thb 
wllieW a  htirtdred^and  fifty.  •  * 
•■••Tiife  •t<Hth'ti*f  of  Mafliohftfcttfs,' '  howeVet 
^:;il  K  D  d  2  culciva- 
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cultivation  :  but  although  in  fbme  townfliips 
large  quantities  of  wheat  are  produced,  the 
principal  objedts  of  culture  are  Indian  corn, 
potatoes^  and  meadow. 

The  political  opinions  of  old  Williams 
have  undergone  no  change:  he  ftill  continues 
a  zealous  admirer  of  the  preiident,  ilill  hates 
the  Engliih.  Speaking  to  me  of  the  prefi- 
dent*$  refignatory  addrefs,  "  Does  it  not," 
faid  he,  ^^  contain  great  truths  ?  But  what 
does  he  mean  by  that  fondnefs  and  that  an^ 
tipatby  which  he  does  not  wifli  the  Ameri*- 
cans  tQ  entertain  ?  It  is  faid  that  he  allude 
to  the  French  and  Englilh  :  I  fliould  not 
over  pleafed  with  that:  but  the  old 
knows  more  of  the  matter  than  we ; 
no  doubt  he  lias  good  realbns  for  what 

BROOKFIELD.  ,  T 

■ 

From  Marlborough  to  Brookficid  fvliere. 
ended  my  fecoi^d.^y*s  journey,  thcj^iceof. 
the  country  continues  the  fame,  and  tl^ 
fame  cultivation  prevails.  In  the  emfirons 
of  Brookfield  arc  raifed  wheats  btrle/t  fye,: 

alitt^ 
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L-  little  Indian  corn,  and  a  great  quantity 
potatoes.  Grounds  kept  in  good  order' 
Id  two  hundred  bulhels  of  the  latter  peir 
ij  which  being  fold  at  two  (hillings  the 
bxilliel,  each  acre  yields  of  courfc  a  produft 
<^^' iixty-fix  dollars.  However  abundant  the 
crops  of  potatoes  may  prove,  a  ready  fale  is 
^*>vnid  for  them  at  that  price.  In  the  vicinity 
this  place  are  reared  great  numbers  of 
)j  which  are  quickly  taken  off  as  foon 
they  are  fit  for  the  market.  Exclufive  of 
^  confumption  in  the  town,  which  is  not 
**^Confiderable,  large  quantities  of  beef  are 
^^^I'c  faked  for  exportation.  Some  horfes 
alfo  reared.  The  lands  are  dunged,  but 
near  fo  well  as  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
**c^flon.  The  meadows  in  good  condition 
P*XDducc  neverthelefs  fix  thoufand  weight 
^^  hay  per  acre.  Indian  corn  bears  no 
"^ghcr  price  here  than  nine  pence  the  bufhel. 
'^lic  lands  in  the  central  and  moft  populous 
P^Tt  of  the  townttiip  fell  for  two  hundred 
*nd  thirty  dollars  the  acre ;  fomewhat  far- 
ther back,  and  in  large  parcels,  for  no  more 
than  thirty-four :  a  few  acres  of  picked  land 
would  be  rated  at  fe vcnty.    A  pair  of  ojcca 

^'        -  Dd3  fit 
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fit  for.  the  yoke  coft  from  fcycnty  to  a  ijutt* 
dred  dollars;  good  milch-cowa  from  twenty- 
fiyc  to  thirty;    ^n  thefc  prif e^  fomc  augment- 
ation has  tal^en  place  iince  la^l  ye^r. 
.  In  the  eledion  of  the  future  pr,efidcat,  the 
vptes  of  this  diftrifl,  as  pf  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  New-Englan4»  will  be  in  favour 
Jpha  Adam^:;  but  it  apptfirs^  though  torn 
V|ery  great  adonifhment,  that  the  nominatio: 
tp  that  high  office  occupies  only  a  very 

derate  fhare  ^^f  the  public jat^JPtibn. 

•  •  ■  I  '  . 

•  .  ■     I  .      •     ■  ... 

PALMER. 

*  ■  •  •        ■ 

From  Brookfield  to. Palmer  the  country 
more  hilly,  and  the  tops  of  the  hills  are  I 
cultivated  :   cultivation  however  exten4s 
a  certain  height  up  their  fides,  as  wcJi 
over  the  valleys.    The  meadows  arc  covered^ 
with   numerous   herds  of  cattle,   and  of  t 
good  breed.     Here  the  traveller  has  to  pali 
through  more  woods  than  he  had  yet  met 
with  fince  his  departure  from  Bofton.'-^PhL 
ladelphia  flour,  whic^i  had  fallen  two  m^ntb 
fince^  t^o  ten  dollars,  has  rifen  in  the  couQti 
parts  to  thirteen  and  fourteen.      That 

dome/ 
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ic  growth  cdfts  only  nine  dolUrS'j'lxit, 
ftfrithftanding  this  difference,  the  Phikdel*^ 
fbur  is  preferred  whenever  it  can  be 


SPRINGFIELD-~THE  ARSENAL,  fee- 


As  far  as  Springfield  the  country  exhibits 
Icfs  appearance  of  cultivation ;  and  at' 
or  feven  miles  from  that  town  it  is  no 
r  rthan  a  parched  tra6t  of  iknd  where 
;fome  diminutive  pines.  The  foit  it! 
b  very  fandy  at  Springfield  :  but  tbr. 
pJi^^tnity  of  Conncfticut- River,  and  niord 
^*trcful  culture^  render  it  more  produftive* 
**3^c^'  Indian  corn,  potatoes,  and  meadow, 
the  mbft  frequent  objeds  of  cultivation*! 
farmers  fow  wheat,  particularly  on  the* 
*Wp  grounds:  but  often  wheat  crops  hardly 
^•^,18  even  tolerable,  as  the  land  is  extremely 
^'■-"^nadured  in  this  diftrid.  In  the  town, 
^^^  may  be  purchafed  for  fixty-fix  dollars 
f"^  acre :  in  the  centre,  however,  and  near 
™^  river,  there  are  acres  which  would  coft 
tv^i:^  hundred  J  but  they  are  few:  farther  back, 
tJ>^  valvEc  is  from  eight  to  fix  teen. 

D  d  4  The 
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The  prices  of  the  country  produce  and  of 
labour  are  nearly  the  fame  here  as  at  Palmer 
and  Brookfield,  or  perhaps,  fomewhat  lower. 
It  is  eafv  to  find  workmen  at  four  or  five 
(hillings  per  day,  without  food,  and  for  nine 
dollars  per  month. 

Springfield  is  a  neat  and  tolerably  well- 
built  village  containing  a  population  of  eigh-* 
teen  hundred  inhabitants.  Here  is  eftablifli- 
ed  one  of  the  arfenals  of  the  United  States^ 
where  muikets  are  fabricated,  cannons  and 
howitzers  cafl,  gun-carriages  conftrufted, 
&c.  but  in  fmall  number.  The  magazines 
do  not  contain  above  ten  thoufand  muikets, 
of  which  feven  thoufand  are  French,  and  of 
the  old  make  of  1 763.  That  model,  which 
has  long  fince  been  reformed  in  Prance«  is 
the  one  which  is  followed  in  America ;  and 
the  imitation  is  yet  imperfe^  It  cannot 
however  be  faid  that  thofe  muikets  are  bad: 
their  chief  defeft  is  that  of  being  too  heavy. 
at  the  extremity. 

Thirty  pieces  of  cannon,  of  which  twenty 
are  iPrench,  are  alfb  contained  in  theie  maga- 
zines. Tbofc  of  American  foundery  feemed 
to  me  to  be  well  made  :  the  carriages  are  fb 

like  wife : 
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likewilc :  but  their  number  and  theif  fpecies 
do  not  correspond  with  the  cannons  and 
bowitzera. .    In  every  particular,  there  ap« 
pears  to  me  a  want  of.  intelligence  in  the 
general  diredion  of  the  ordnance  in  Ame* 
Tica«     Befides,  the  quantities  of  arms  prc^- 
wided  do  not  amount  to  one  twentieth  part 
^3f  what  would  be  requifite  to  put  the  coun- 
try into  a  reafonable  ftate  of  defence,— «Thc 
xnagazines'  are  in  good  order,  and  very  well 
3cept :  the  mufkets  are  furnifhed  by  a  con- 
tractor, from   whom   the   directors  receive 
them;  and  he  receives  from  the  United  States 
eleven  dollars  for  each  mulkct.  Another  con* 
tra6tor  fupplies  the  cannon  :  but,  as  he  was 
'  abfent  on  buiinefs,  I  could  not  learn  any  par- 
ticulars refpeding  the  price  of  theie.      It 
would  be  ufelefs  for  me  to  enter  into  any 
-further  djctails  concerning  this  arfenal,  which, 
though  one  of  the  principal  in  the  United 
States,  adds  nothing  to  their  ilrength. 

A  Frenchman,  Monficur  Pourcherefle 
Bourguignon,  formerly  an  officer  in  the 
royal  Swedifli  regiment  in  the  French  fer- 
vice,  is  an  aflKtant  to  the  diredtor.  He  icems 
to  be  as  good  a  man  as  he  is  unfortunate. 

He 
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rm  ^     •  ^ 


has  a  wife  and  children^  and  pofleflt^ 
no  other. : means  of ifuppoiting  bimfelf  and 
them  than  the  falary  of  his  office,  which 
is  only  three  hundired  and  fixty  dollars  per 
annum  4  But  he  hab  the  good  ien(e  to  b$ 
fatisfied  with  the  Americans^  to  live  oa 
fniendly  terms  with  them,  to  enjoj  theil* 
efleemand  afFedion^ :  and  to  (hew  bimfelf 
grateAil  toward  thtiie  who  have  rendered 
hin»  fervice.  HiS'Wifb,  yet  in  the  yeara  of 
youth,  is  interefling  by  her^gure,  hef  miA 
fortunes,  and  her  fortitude^  They  both  hsat 
merited  and  gained  the  general  efteem  and 
intereft  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Springfield. 
There  are  beiides  at  Springfield  a  good 
diflillery,  a  paper-mill,  and  a  tannery :  there 
3#Ss  .alfo  a  tolerably  extenfive  manufaftor^ 
of  faii-cloth :  but  it  has  fallen  to  decay  in 
confequence  of  the  exceflive  price  of  labour 
in  that  branch,  together  with  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  workmen  or  inducing  them  to 
fl:ay.-r-Let  me  further  obferve  that  Spring* 
field,  whofe  firfl  fcttlement  dates  from  the 
year  1636,:  has  during  the  lafl:  twenty  years 
received  no  accefiion  of  new  inhabitants. 
.    Mr.  Lyman,  a  member  of  Congrefs,  for 

whom 


whom  i  had  a  Uttet  ffom,  tay  ff  iehd  Coldnel 
Burr  whom  I  bad  eafoally  Aiet 'at'~JBd(tcHi, 
appeared  to  me  temperate  in  his  «t»e%>H^,' 
siodcrate  and  gentle  in  bis  dii^o^UWii  '  H« 
is,  like  the  majority  of  the  ftate  \«hlch'hd  ri** 
pr^ieiits,  a  federalift  in  bis  {xthtids/bikt^ore 
tolerant  than  many  others  for  tki6{6'  ^MM 
think  differently  from  £im,  kiid  Whbm  h^ 
novcrthelefs  continues  to  eftecm  artd  love^ 
The  general  temper  df  the  people 'here*'  as 
■n  the  other  parts  c^' jhc '  cdunt)-y'  which  I 
Slave  traverfcd,  is  that  of  refpcft  for  the  prc- 
^dent,  attachment  &}  Hit  coiiftilfuflon,  aver- 
■^on  to  war,  and  an  ardently  favourable  dif- 
pp6tion  toward  the  F^roftcfh. 

Excltifive  of  tHd  Trnitllef  maiVufsftories 
which  i  have  mentiotit^  as  exifting  ili 
S^iii^&eld  towhfhip,  tWi-e  is  alfo  a  manu- 
feftory  of  caft  iron,  tDclfittging  to  an  allbcia- 
tiQa  of  feveral  partrtietti  of  whom  one  of 
the  principal  is  a  Coldn*!;  Stoith,  who  keeps 
S  {hop  in  the  town.  The-Ore  which  is  em- 
l^yed  ifl  it  is  dug  up  from  a  fwamp  at  the 
diftAnCe  of  a  mile  frorn  the  founderyj  whicK 
is  itlelf  four  rhiles  difiani  from  Springfield. 
Tbis  manufaSory  produces .  cdaffe"  heary 
works. 
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works,  principally  pots  for  maple-fugar,with 
which  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  back  coun- 
try provide  thtmfelves  :  it  likewifc  fumifhes 
common  pots,  andirons,  &c.  For  fome  time 
after  its  firft  eftablifhment  it  did  a  confidera- 
ble  deal  of  work :  but  it  has  experienced  a: 
material  diminution  from  the  operation  of 
the  fame  caufes  which  impede  the  fucce^ 
of  every  kind  of  manufa<^re  in  America  ; 
9nd  it  now  hardly  does  more  than  fupply  the 
demand  of  the  townihip. 

CANAL  OF  HADLEY. 

At  the  diftance  of  eight  miles  from  Spring 
£eid,  at  a  place  called  Hadley,  are  the  falls 
of  Connefticut- River.  To  avoid  them^  a 
little  canal  of  two  miles  has  been  dug,  which 
thus  extends  the  navigation  fixty  or  eighty 
miles  farther.  This  canal  is  raifed. above 
twenty  feet  higher  than  the  bed  of  the  river: 
the  boats  are  raifed  to  and  lowered  from  it 
without  the  aid  of  water,  by  means  of  an 
inclined  plane.  They  are  placed  in  a  kind 
of  cradle  fo  framed  as  to  fit  their  (hape,  and 
then  drawn  up  from  the  river  to  the  cauaU 

or 
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r  let  down  from  the  canal  to  the  river,  by 
be  working  of  a  gapftcrn,  that  is  turned 
y  a  wheel  which  the  ftream  of  the  river 
uts  in  motion.  The  boats  are  not  unloaded 
or  this  operation.  I  had  feen  in  France  the 
Ian  of  a  fimilar  projedt,  of  which  Moniieur 
rule  claimed  the  invention.  Time  alone 
^Ln  afcertain  whether,  as  was  apprehended 
Prance,  the  durability  of  the  boats  will  be 
aired  by  this  proceis :  I  am  inclined  to 
r  that  it  will.  »  j  t 


I  > 


JEST^PRINGFIELD  AND  WESTFIEUX 


'  ,~^  On  quitting  Springfield  you  pafs  Connto^ 
trRiver  in  a  tolerably  good  boat,  whc^ 
ges,  howeytr,:  you  would  vifli  to  fep^/doie** 

>iyhat  higher  :  for,  in  their  prcfent  low  ftate« 
.they  would  not  be  fafe  with  unquiet  horfes. 
Beyond  the  river,  you  enter,  the  townfliip  of 
Weft-Springfield,  one  of  the  richeft  and  moft 
populous  in  the  ftate  of  MalFachufetts,  Q]^ 
this  fide  of  the  river  the  lands  are  confide**! 
rably  better  than  on,  the  Springfield  fides 
and  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  latter 
place  are  proprietors  of  them :  they  are  prin- 
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eipalljtlaid  out  in  meadows,  where  cattle  of 
every  kind  arcp  reared  iii  great  numbers. 
TKe  towillhip,  of: ; Weftficld,  which  is  conu 
tigttous  to  it,  is  lefs  happyi  in  richneis  of  foil^ 
ahd  Aill  far  inferior  in  population-:  accord- 
ingly nianyi  trafis  of  land,  which  would  Ije 
capable. of  producing  good  crops,  remain  noi^ 
cultivated.  Weilfield,  fituate  on  a  river 
bfearing  the*  fame  natne,  is  a  neat  weiUbuik 
iittle  village,  ftanding  in  the  middle  QlFa 
plain.  The  foil  is  a  rich  fa;Qdy  earth,  tad 
the  principal  mode  of  cultivation  here,  as 
elie-where  in  the  adjoining  trkAs,  is  mtid^ 
dow.  The  new  grounds  are  fown  with 
^heati-as  i$  the  prai£iice  with  all  the  n^w- 
cleartd  lands  which  are  not  oftbe  (Mt 
quality.  The  labourer  is  paid  from>  eigHt 
Co-*  nin6  dollars  per  month  :  wheat  is  fold  A 
nitie  (hillings  the  bu(hel,  Indian  corn  at  frv^^ 
bat^  at  two ;  and  a  pair  o£  good  oxen  caft 
feventy  dollars.  The  price  of  new.Iands**^ 
frdm  three  to  ten  dollars  per-acre,  accordiii||^ 
td'ibeip  quality  and  (ituation  |  and,  in  £miK 
iot^>  twenty  or  thirty  dollars.  ,    '-^^ 


■  •• 


•  • «  t   •  •  •  ,  <  • 
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,  ^OCJiBRIPGE. 

In  -prpqeeding  from . : W^ftfield.  to  Stockf^ 

ridge,  the  traveller  fiiGCcffiyely  pafles  through 

he  townf}iips  of.£trientfp|rc|»  London^.Bfth-^ 

faeniv  jEluiTerli  aod  .l^yrningham,  o$:cupyiag 

he  whole:  breadth  of  jthe  :Qr&en  Mountaius, 

B)f  which  xht  ridge^i^^ab^ve  twenty,  miles 

read,  and»  as  I  thinks  I  hftve^Ue where  ob* 

^fved,  ^giiis  jitiN«Wl»yetH  whence,. tra- 

-^perfiiig  the  dates  of  .Coon^.cut^  Mafl^ach^• 

:^etts^  and  Vermont,  it//^9c)ie&  tp  tUcc'J^iy,eii 

S$|int*lK9tkreQ<;f:  rio  .Q^a49.  •  The  Jaiid   in 

"^fq  tpwiiibips  i»  iirt^^re«if»  ft94  vefy  t^ii^jF 

^9Ppie4:  in  tiiveUmg  >  through,  .th^oa,  toue; 

4Roci48  bim&lj^  ini  ^4ii(lFi^  fkf  M^m^  .«£  in 

t^Q  Ih»1c  part^  of  tbfe;0e»eflfe^  cpftfitry,;:  one 
fees  patches  of  new-cleared.  groun4  in  iaU  the 
<^r8ttt:it^g«$  ftf  Fllogr«8ffive  imprpyesipent : 
iMfliTueh  $ghts  Ri^-lw^jSiifefiJfrQm  ^orpe,?ftuft, 
T))4'pri)C<>«f  land  hers  iB:fr«iD  tb!nX<^Mtfm 

:.  <^t>tbii)ight.l>e  aiklMOied/ thaf^-iittt^UQ  j»0. 
this  :couQtry:is  .fi>  noiiito  iiie>gr«MI  xnalrts  for 
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and  even  from  the  over-populous  parts  of 
MafTachufetts,  do  not  taW  their  courie  in* 
this  direftion  rather  than  toward  Vermont 
or  the  GeneJIee  country.  But/  m  emigrat- 
ing, the  American  givc»  a  preference,  above 
every  thing  elfe,  to  the  land  which  he  thinks 
the  beft,  and  is  not  with-held  by  any  con- 
(idcration  of  proximity  to  his  family  or  con- 
nexions, or  by  the  greatnefs  of  the  diftanccf 
which  he  will  have  to  traverfe  in  qucft  of 
it:  and  the  uncleared  knds  of  Maflachu(ett8 
are  far  from  equal  to  thofe  of  the  Gencflee, 
the  Ohio,  Teneflce,  •&(?.  •   - 

I  (hall  in  future  fay  nothing  of  my  con- 
veriations  with  the  people  with  whom  I  fal( 
into  company;  They  are  all  in  the  famcf 
flrain ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  the  idea*  # 
have  already  giveii  of  them  in  this  jouMial  i» 
precifely  accurate.  .      .  -  . .     j 

Stockbridge  is  one  of  the  richeft  towaihi]^' 
in  the  ftate  of  Mafliichufetts.  A}1  it6^' land- 
is  cultivated,  except  a  very  fm'all  ^rtion^ 
which  will  fbon  in  its  turn  receive  curltufe 
like  the  reik.  Na  timber  is  here  -preserved 
beyond  what  is  requidte*  for  :fv|el;  '■  This 
townfliip  is.  for  the^moA;. part -4Qruate  in  a: 

valJcjr 
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Uey,  but  extends  alfo  upon  (bme  hills  of 
great  elevation.      The  foil  is  excellent^ 
d  alrhoft  all  laid  down  in  meadow.     The 
^flcp   butter,  cheefc,  and  fuch  other  pro* 
ions  as  are  not  confumed  on  the  fpot,  are 
erally  fent  to  New- York.      Sometimes 
^t^^   certainty  of  obtaining  a  higher  price  at 
n  induces  the  farmer  to  give  a  prefer- 
to  the  latter  place,  with  which  how- 
r  the  communication  is  difficult,  becaufe 
the    diflance,    and   of  the  mountainous! 
ntry  that  is  to  be  traverfed.      In  fuch 
s,  all  the  other  articles,  except  the  cat- 
**^-    arc  fent  down    to   New- York  by  the 
rth-River    which    paffes  within   twenty 
iles  of  Stockbridge,  and  tranfported  from 
w-York  to  Bofton  by  fea. 
There  are  likewife  fome  forges  and  caft- 
n-works  in  this  townfliip :  but  the  high 
e  of  workmen's  wages,  and  the  icantinefs 
the  mine  which  begins  to  be  exhaufted, 
^^^e  for  fbme  years  paft  caufed  a  confidera- 
*^^«  diminution  of  their  labours.     The  eafy 
^ircumftances  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  ren- 
^^r  workmen,  icarce,  and  high  in  their  de- 
^ftands.    The  wages  at  prefent  paid  to  them 
Vol.  III.  E  c  are 
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are  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  dollars  per  mo 
The  price  of  wheat  is  two  dollars  the  bul 
of  Indian  corn,  one  dollar  ;  of  bats,  two  i 
lings.  A  pair  of  oxen  coft  from  ninety 
hundred  and  ten  dollars.  Land  bemrs 
price  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  dollan 
acre,  in  farm -lots. 

I  have  here  feen  Mr.  Sedgwidk,  ^ 
whom  I  was  acquainted  at  Philadelphim 
by  whom  I  have  been  very  hofpitably 
tertained.  In  all  the  private  relatiiwl 
ibciety  he  is  an  excellent  man:  but  in 
politics  he  is  fomewhat  warm,  and  Qi 
little  intolerant.  He  had  long  been  a  m 
ber  of  the  houfc  of  reprcfcntatives  in  C 
grefs,  where  he  was  a  frequent  fpeaker : 
has  lately  been  appointed  a  fenator*  - 
Sedgwick  exerts  all  his  influence  jtQ  c 
the  ele&ion  of  a  member  to  £11  the  (bat  wl 
he  has  vacated,  in  favour  of  Mr*  WiUia 
bis  pupil  and  friend,  who  feems  evea  «  j 
ter  zealot  than  himfelf  in  Engliih  poll 
Mr.  Williams  has  for  competitor  Gcji 
Skinner,  a  man  of  the  age  of  fixty  yc 
who  has  all  his  life  been  hpnourridy. 
ployed  in  public  offices,  and  who^  whefi 
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l)s4  it  in  bi$  pow-er  to  riv^l  M^  Sedgwicll 
ift  hk  f lecSlion  fomc  yefirs  fince^  yoluntarily 
urithdrew  his  name  on  a  promife  from  the 
latter  of  procuring  for  him  the  vote?  of  hi^ 
friends  to  fill  the  firft  vacancy.^  But  Mr. 
Skinner  was  once  heard  to  fay  in  a  publip 
hogfe  lail  year,  that  be  did  i^ot  approve  of 
t}^  treaty  with  England :  and,  fuch  is  thQ 
'deration  of  the  oppo(ite  party,  that  no  one 
ran  in  their  opinio^^  be  an  honefl  man  with- 
out approving  of  that  treaty.  Mr,  Sedg- 
vick  in  confequence  oppofes  him,  ancj  gtvep 
:a  Mr.  Williams  all  his  iaflueoce,  which  h 
pretty  confiderable  in  thefc  parts.  Such  is 
the  account  which  I  have  received  of  this 
afl&ir  from  feveral  peribns.  The  Stockbridgc 
gazette  is  full  of  thofe  fcandalous  quarrels^ 
»id  may  very  well,  in  that  particular,  .vi^ 
inth  thofe  of  Georgia.  In  it  General  Skin^ 
ncr  is  branded  as  an  antifederalift,  and  as 
^*  no  good  man,"  bccaufe  he  diflikcs  the 
treaty ;  and  he  is  accufed  of  entertaining  a 
prediledion  for  France  and  an  averiion  to 
England.  Mr.  Williams  is.  abufed  oa  the 
oppoiite  ground. 
At  the  diftance  of  thirty  miles  from  Stock- 

E  c  2  bridge. 
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bridge,  and  in  William  townfhip,  i^  a  Col- 
lege which  confers  the  different  degrees  in* 
ferior  to  that  of  doftor.  It  is  faid  to  be  a 
tolerably  good  feminary. 

In  a  walk  which  I  took  with  Mr.  Sedg- 
wick to  Great^Barrington,  I  faw  a  continued 
traft  of  beautiful  country,  fine  land,  well 
cultivated,  all  in  meadow,  and  a  moft  ex- 
cellent foil.  As  far  as  New- York  the  land 
is  faid  to  be  of  the  lame  quality. 

CHARACTER  OF  THE  INHABITANTS 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Before  I  quit  MafTachufetts,  I  muft  add 
fome  fhort  remarks  to  what  I  have  already 
had  occafion  to  fay  refj^efting  the  chara^r 
of  its  inhabitants.  They  are  perhaps  a  more 
unmixed  people  than  any  other  in  the  United 
States,  except  thofe  of  Connecticut,  who  are 
equally  fo,  and  for  the  fame  reafons.  Such 
of  them  as  are  not  of  Englifh  birth  are  na* 
tives  of  America^  who  have  fettled  in  Ma£- 
fachufetts  after  a  previous  eftablifhment  iu 
fome  of  the  other  ftates.  The  number 
Europeans  is  therefore  fmall  in  thcfc  two 

ftates; 
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fiates ;  and  their  inhabitants  difplay  in  con-> 
iequence  more  ilriking  marks  of  a  common 
charadler  and  a  national  fpirit,  than  thpfe 
^f  the  other  parts  of  the  Union,  whom  they 
Jiikewife  unqueftionably  furpals  in  induftry, 
aftivity,  and  enterprise-  Their  univerfal  and 
jpredominating  paflion  is  the  defire  of  gain ; 
•^t  is  openly  avowed ;  and  thofe  people,  under 
appearance  of  frank  bluntnefs,  conceal 
fmaU  portion  of  (hrewdnefs  and  cuuning^ 
jence  it  is  a  common  faying  in  the  other 
te$  that  "  the  Yankeys  are  honeft  ac^ 
jding  to  the  letter  of  the  law/*  I  know 
tx<:>.t  how  far  it  may  be  confiftent  with  jufticc 
tc^  confine  within  thofe  bounds  the  praif? 
^  ^^ic  to  their  probity  ;  for  I  have  had  no  bufir 
■^^fs  to  tranfad  in  this  country  :  but,  from 
^"^"^ery  thing  which  I  have  feen,  I  prefum^ 
^•^at  it  is  equally  fafe  to  d^al  with  them  as 
ith  any  other  people  in  the  United  States, 
,  I  believe,  in  the  whole  world, 
The  fpirit  of  liberty  is  here  rigid,  and  car?- 
^\ed  even  to  diftruft.  Although  the  majority 
of  the  rcprefcntatives  of  this  ftate  in  Con- 
grcfs  be  of  that  {c6X  in  politics  whp  are  con-. 
.^cr^4  as  attached  to  Britain,  1  believe  there 

E  e  3  dQ 
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do  not  cxifi  in  the  United  States  a  b 
J)eoplc  who,  taken  in  the  aggregate,  p: 
a  deeper  and  more  painful  recollcfl 
tht  evils  inflifted  9n^  America  by  £i 
or  who  more  ftrongly  dread  an  in 
union  with  the  latter.  Their  mana* 
extremely  fimple ;  and  knowledge,  i 
in  its  firft  degrees,  is  very  cxtettfivc 
fufed.  Not  a  houfc  is  to  be  found 
moft  remote  corners  of  the  country, 
a  newipaper  is  not  read ;  and  there  a 
townftiips  which  do  not  poflefs  little 
ries  formed  and  fupported  by  fubfef 
The  confidcrable  fortunes  acquired 
commerce  which  is  carried  on  in  tl 
merous  ports  of  the  jftate  prevent  the  j 
manners  of  the  people  from  being  fb 
republican  here  as  in  Conne6licut :  b 
the  fame  reafon,  lefs  jealoufy  prevail 
intolerance,  lefs  puritanifm. 

The  fpirit  of  equality  is  carried  as  fi 
conGftent  with  order  in  a  great  fociet) 
man  who  is  poiTclfed  of  the  greateft  v 
and  the  moft  happily  circumftanced  in 
refpeft,  fhakes  hands  with  the  wo 
whom  he  meets  on  his  way,  conVerfc 
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l^im,  not  under  the  idea  of  doing  him  an 
lloiioiir»  as  is  often  the  notion  elfcwhere*-^ 
biat  from  a  confcioufnefs,  in  the  firft  inftance^ 
tbat  he  may  at  fbme  future  time  ftand  in 
a^t^  of  his  afliftance  —  afterward,  without 
arxy  fuch  interefted  confideration,  but  merely  - 
tl3.rough  habit,  and  the  force  of  education, 
as^d  bccaufe  he  fees  in  him  his  fellow-man, 
•mdy  placed  in  a  different  fituation,  to  whom 
t^c  is  the  lefs  tempted  to  think  himfelf  fu- 
R^rior,  as  it  often  happens  that  the  now  rich 
**Mn  has  himfelf  once  been  in  a  lefs  en^ia- 
"^€  fituation.  This  natural  homage  paid  to 
'^c  charader  of  man  poflefles  a  certain 
^'^rm  which  is  truly  pleafing  to  an  inde- 
pendent foul,  efpecially  when  experience 
I^*^Vcs  that  the  different  fundions  of  fociety 
^^'c  not  the  lefs  fcrupuloufly  refpeded  in  con- 
*^c^ucnce  of  it,  and  that  no  individual  is 
^*^^rcby  fubjeft  to  any  greater  reftridion  in 
**^^  exercife  of  his  own  liberty. 

A  diminution  of  the  influence  of  the 
P^iefthood  is  an  objeft  much  to  be  defired 
^^  MafTachufetts  :  for,  though  it  be  lefs  here 
**>an  in  Connedicut,  it  is  ftill  too  greats 
^^he  priclls  form  a  body  in  the  flate :  they 

E  e  4  are 
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are  excluiively  placed  at  the  head  of ,  % 
colleges,  and  do  not  fuffer  any  perfons  to 
admitted  as  teachers  except  thofe.of  tb< 
own  cloth,  their  own  fe<ft,  and  their  w 
opinions  in  every  particular.  This  infiucq 
will  no  doubt  at  length  ceafe,  and  perha 
in  confequence  of  the  contrary  excefs.  It 
not  impoflible  that  an  indifference  to  relif 
ous  matters  may  become  general  tbrou] 
this  country,  where  its  germ  is  already  d 
veloped ;  and  I  am  not  of  the  number 
thole  who  think  fuch  an  event  advantageo 
to  a  nation. 

KINDERHOOK-LANDING. 

At  the  diflance  of  nine  miles  from  St 
bridge,  the  traveller  enters  the  ftate  oil 
York;  and,  after  having  traverfcd  t^ 
three  townfliips,  he  arrives  at  Kinder 
In  the  country  which  he  now  traverfes 
townfhip  prefents  the  fame  kind  of  1 
culture,  confequently  of  produce  and  < 
nefs,  as  the  preceding.     Above  one 
the  population  of  Kinderhook  areLov 
or  defcendents  of  Low  Dutch.     Tt 


pie  are  net  bady  to  change  old  .hil:)[its  for 
uew ;  accordingly  tjiey  till  and  culuVate  the 
[and  in  tjie  fame  ;cnaime;r  now  as  they  did.a 
bundrcd. years  fiqce. .  ^.^.i  , 

It  appears  manifefUy. evident. that  the  far-- 
mers  of  New-*Eagland  have  a  con£deraUe 
advantage  over  them  in  point  of  produce : 
yet  the  convidlion  of  evidence  is  iiot  jQif*: 
ficient  to  make  them  deviate  from  their,  old 
track.  They  fow  large,  quantiticjs  o£  grain, 
cfpecially  of  Indian  corn,  ^haull  their  lands, 
and  have  fmall  crops.  Few  of  them,  keep 
extenfivc  meadows,  as  is  the  general  prac- 
tice of  the  farmers  come  from  Ne.w-Eng- 
and  —  a  mode  of  cultivation,  befides,  to 
Krbich  the  foil  feems  beft  adapted,  and  which 
s  the  mofl  certain  and  moft  fblidly  adv&n- 
ageous  to  the  judicious  farmer  who  purfues 
t.  Land  in  the  townfliip  of  Kinderhook.is 
worth  twenty  dollars  the  acre  in  fine,  farms. 
Workmen  are  fcarce,  and  are  paid  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  dollars  per  month. 

Five  miles  farther,  we  arrive  at  Kinder- 
hook-landing,  the  place  to  which  the  pro-* 
Auctions  pf  all  the  lands  on  this  fide  the 

Green 
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The  village  of  Kin. 
petty  affemblage  of  fmi 
houfes.  Six  or  feven 
place.    Salt  beef  is  hci 
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^lax- feed  is  (bid  for  eighteen  (hillings  the 

bu(hel,  but  requires  to  be  again  cleaned  and 

freed  from  its  duft.  before  it  be  deemed  fit 

for  exportation.     The  wheat  of  the  countr^r^ 

which  is  of  beautiful  quality,  does  not  at  pre« 

fttit  bear  a  greater  price  than  thirteen  (hiU 

iings  the  bu(hel ;  in  con(equence  of  which^ 

line  flour  fells  no  higher  than  eight  dollars 

OKnd  one  (hilling  per  barrel.  A  fortnight  fince^ 

4ttie  price  was  a  quarter  more :  but  the  caufei 

£  fo  material  a  difference  are  here  unknown* 

HUDSON. 

The  country  between   Kinderhook  and 
ud(bn  is  beautiful:  it  is  fomewhat  hilly t 
ut  thofe  inequalities  in  the  ground  are  only 
-sfinall  eminences,  all  well  cultivated.     Here^ 
iu  every  other  part  of  the  country,  tho 
LJoHty  of  the  inhabitants  are  Dutch,  de-^ 
fended  from  the  firfl  coloniib  who  fettled 
dn  thefe  parts  in  iGsfii;  the  remainder  ara 
emigrants  from  New*England. 

The  town  of  Hudfon  was  begun  in  1 784> 
and  now  contains  above  four  hundred  faoufes, 
all    neat    and  weU^^built*    .  Its  popuiatioa 

amounts 


been  ftopped  in  its  progrt-ls. 
about  a  bundled  fctt  abc 
Greets  interfe^  each  othe 
according  to  the  plan  ado 
t9wns.  Of  all  thoie  whici 
North  River,  this  is  the  on) 
ries  on  a  direct  foreign  tr 
every  fize  can  come  to  its  ■ 
oUlruAions  in  the  courfe  c 
diftance  of  twenty  miles  hi 
fels  of  more  than  eighty 
vp  to  Albany.  The  trade  i 
in  the  produce  of  the  foil 
of 'tanneries,  of  forges,  of 
diAillerj — ^iii  train-fOil  (foi 
ing  to  the  merchants  of 
employed  in  the  whale-filh 
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or  fix  floops  ar^  conftantly  engaged  in  the 
domeftic  ti^ade  between  Hndfon  and  New- 
York,  and  convey  to  the  latter  the  country 
produce  which  is  not  diredlly  exported  from 
J^udfon  to  foreign  countries.     The  town  is 
habited   by  families  from  New-England^ 
whom  a  confiderable  number  are  from 
iiode-Ifland.     I  had  letters  for  Mr.  Jen-- 
kiixis  here,  a  quaker  from  Nantucket,  and 
ox*e   of  the  founders  of  the  town,  of  which 
^t^^     foil  was   purchafed   by  a  company  of 
*air  ty  perfons.     He  alone  poffefTes  five  (hares 
hat  company,  of  which  few  of  the  other 
ners  have  above  two,  and  Icveral  only  the 
If  or  quarter  of  a  (hare. 
*X*he  politics  of  this   place,  and  particu- 
^^•"ly  of  the  quakers,    are  univcrfall/  anti* 
*^^ita(h, 

*"l?he  prefent  price  of  (hip-building  at  Hud- 
is  twenty  dollars  per  ton,  including  the 
r  and  workman(hip;  ready  for  lea,  fifty 
rs  per  ton.     The  timber  comes  from 
^    upper  part  of  the  river,  and  is  exccl- 
^^t  white  oak.     The  purchale  of  town-lots, 
^^^licli  are*  fifty  feet  in  front  and  a  hundred 
i      •'^d  twenty  in  depth,  is  from  three  hundred 


The  price  of  vvlica 
which  it  bears  at 
at  prefent  It  is  thi: 
zner  of  tbofe  tow 
latter. 

Hudfbn  is  a  po 
leAor  of  cuftoms  (i 
againft  fraud,  veil 
parts  are  obliged 
manifefl  at  Ncw-1 
fends  an  officer  oi 
per.  Thus  the  mai 
at  the  New- York  ■ 
of  the  exports  fro 
at  the  cuflom-houl 
1705,  only  three  t 
lars. 

A  bank  is  eftablil 
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hundred  ajud  fixty  tboufand  dollar),  con(Ul$ 
if  four  hundred  ihares^  of  four  hundred  dol- 
vs  each. 

5PER  ANZA.  ~  FREEHOLD.  —  MAJOR 
PREVOST.— MONSIEUR  ROUfeRE. 

On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  North-River 
^nds  the  new  town  of  Lambfburg,  to  which 
ts  founders  have  alfo  given  the  modeft  name 
►f  Speranza  (Hope).  This  town^  which  for 
I  number  of  years  had  contained  but  a  finglc 
md  pitiful  houfe,  cannot  really  date  its  ori- 
gin beyond  laft  year.  At  prefent  there  arc 
ifty  houfes  ere6ted  in  it :  (hops  are  opened  ; 
nerchants  are  eflablifhed.  A  brig  is  already 
milt,  and  employed  in  trade  between  Spe-» 
'anza  and  New- York.  This  infant  town 
iifill,  beyond  all  doubt,  experience  a  con* 
Sderable  increafe:  it  enjoys,  in  common  with 
all  the  other  towns  built  on  the  weftem  bank 
of  that  beautiful  river,  the  advantage  of  an 
cxtcnfive  back  country,  which,  in  proportion* 
BS  it  becomes  cultivated,  will  furnifh  im* 
menfe  quantities  of  produce,  that  cannot  find 

Vxy  more  convenient  or  certain  vent  than 

the 
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the  North-River.  But  thofc  countries  are 
yet  for  the  greater  part  defert  wildcrneffcs, 
where  the  houfes  are  few  and  difperfed. 
This  is  a  common  obftacle  which  operates 
againft  all  the  towns,  and  for  the  prefcnt 
prevents  any  extraordinary  profperity  of  their 
commerce.  But,  in  addition  to  it,  Speranza 
will  moreover  have  id  conquer  the  habit  in 
which  the  farmers  have  been  of  carrying 
their  produce  to  the  neighbouring  towns  that 
have  been,  longer  eftablifhed*  The  owners 
of  the  town-lands  are  now  engaged  in  the 
formation  of  a  road^  which,  joining  at  the 
diflance  of  twenty  miles  the  road  that  lead$ 
from  Geneflec,  will  render  the  communica-: 
tion  with  Speranza  more  eafy  than  that  witb 
the  other  towns*  and  mufl,  when  finilhed^' 
caufe  a  preference  to  be  given  to  the  former:. 
the  work  is  in  great  forwardnefs.  •  The  pro- 
prietors arc  the  meHieurs  Livingftons  of 
New- York.  The  town-lots,  each  contain- 
ing a  quarter  of  an  acre,  already  bear  the 
price  of  two  hundred  dollars. 

Colonel  Burr  had  given  me  a  letter  to  Ma 
jor  Prcvoft,  who  lives  in  the  townihip  / 
Freehold,  fixtecn  miles  diftant  from.Hudib 

Abe 
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Above  one  half  of  the  journey  is  performed 

^n  the  new  road,  which  is  the  fineft  paft  of 

^*':  the  remainder  of  the  way  is  over  moun- 

^^ins,  rocks,  fwamps  ;  in  fliort,  it  is  fuch  as 

*hc  generality  of  the  roads  are  in  the  neW 

countries   of  America.      In    this    tracS   the 

Climber  of  fcttlements  is  very  fcanty ;  and 

wclc  are  of  the  meaneft  appearance,  and  ab*- 

^^u-tely  in  their  infancy.     Few  houfes  have 

c  twenty  acres  of  ground  cleared  around 

and  many  have  much  lefs.      They 

all  log-houies :  the  majority  of  the  new 

s  (and  they  arc  the  better  clafs)   havtf ' 

igrated  from  Conne6ticut. 

^lajof  ftevoft  has  a  neat  little  houfe  builc 

a  traft  of  nine  thoufand  acres,  which  be- 

_^^^^gs  to  him.     He  is  fbn  of  that  General 

^^ivoft,    employed   in   the   Britifh   fervice^ 

t^e  diftinguiflied  himfelf  by  the  defence  of 

^- Hannah,  and  difgraced-his  chara^er  by  the 

^ning  of  many  American  towns.     Previous 

the  revolution,  be  had  recei>^d  from  the 

^*»>g  of  England  a  grant,  to  himfelf  and  bia 

,  of  about  forty  thoufand  acres   of  land 

different  provinces  of  America.     That  fon 

s  during  thirty- fix  years. been  a  conftant 

^air.  11^  F  f  refident 
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refident  in  the  United  States.     Before  the- 
commencement  of  the  war,  he  had  married 
a  young  lady  of  Philadelphia;  and  he  livedU- 
a  confiderable  time  in   Pennfylvania,  on   a 
farm  which  he  turned  to  good  account.    But . 
a  part  of  his  property  became  involved  ia 
confcquence   of    debts    contracted    by    his 
father-in-law  and  himfelf:  he  had  a  nume- 
rous family  to  provide  for,  and  was  unable 
to  recover  a  coniiderable  portion  of  the  lands, 
to   which   he   was    entitled  :    he    therefore 
adopted  the   refolution   of  retiring  to  that 
part  to  which  his  claim  was  the  leaft  coo*  ^ 
tefted,  there  to  live  with  economy,  and  pa— i 
tiently  await  the  moment  when,  recoverin 
his  other  poffeflions,  he  fliould  be  certain 
leaving  a  decent  fortune  to  his  children, 
has  loil  his  firft  wife,  and  married  a  iecon 
at  Katfkill,  by  whom  he  already  has  thre 
children.     He  has  fix  others  by  the  formcrra 
marriage,  of  whom  two  have  long  been  an 
ftill  continue  in  the  Britifli  fervice. 

His  prefence  has  confiderably  enhanced  the 
value  of  his  lands,  of  which  he  has  ibid  all 
that  he  did  not  choofe  to  retain  in  his  owa 
poffeffion.     The  price  is  from  three  to  fix 

dbllara 
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dollars  the  acre,  according  to  their  fituation* 
The  foil  is  in  general  good.     He  has  ereftcd 
^  com^mill,  a  faw-mill,  and  one  for  grinding 
tanner's  bark*     Thefe  he  keeps  in  his  own 
i^ands;  and  he  feems  to  conduct  his  affairs 
^itH  a  confiderable  portion  of  intelligence* 
-'^^ajor  Prevoft,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  has 
^1    the  franknefs  of  an  honeft  Switzer  and 
^*     ^  genuine  honeft  Englifhman.     He  ap- 
pears to  be  an  excellent  father  ;  of  which 
*^is    prefent  mode  of  life  is  a  proof.     He  is 
*^«lovcd  by  his  neighbours,  feem^  juft  and 
^t^^partial  in  his  opinions,  fpeaks  well  of  the 
lerican  government,  and  is  a  good-natured 
agreeable   man.     He  has   difplayed   a 
*^otle  inftance  of  generofity  and  fenfibility  in 
**^o  notice  he  has  taken  of  a  diftrefTed  French- 
I,  a  monfieur  Rouere,  whom  he  difcover- 
at   Hudfon  in  extreme   poverty.      This 
*''*"cnchman,  formerly  a  marechal-des-logis 
^^     the   king's   body-guard,   and  now  fixty 
y^ars  of  age,  has  a6led  like  a  man  of  honour 
*^fi  delicacy,  and,  far  from  trefpaffing  oti 
ttxe  generous  difpofition  of  Mr.  Prevoft,  de- 
clines his  kindnefles  as  far  as  he  can.   Three 
Vl\jndred  dollars  received  from  his  family,  to- 

F  f  z  gcther 
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gethcr  with  a  fum  raifed  by  the  fale  of  ibit>0 
watches  and  articles  of  jewellery  whiph  bQ 
had  brought  with  him,  have  enabled  him  to 
purchafe  a  fmall  farm  of  thirty  acrM»  of 
which  only  fifteen  are  cleared.  Hcfc  h*  1ft-* 
hours  from  morn  to  night  like  a  young  ioaii# 
contents  hiaifelf  with  the  fullenance  of  milk 
and  potatoes,  forgets  his  misfortunes^  and 
renders  himfelf  worthy  of  the  efteeoi  of  all 
thofc  who  fet  any  value  on  delicacy  of  icxijti* 
ment. 

The  late  treaty  with  England  has  iofpirat 
Mr.  Prevoft  with  the  hope  of  regaining  pof* 
feflion  of  all  the  lands  to  which  his  titfe^is 
difputed  by  the  ftates  in  which  they  lic>  pc 
by  different  individuals  who  have   ufuTped  a 
them  under  various  pretexts^  and  hold  tbeiXM 
without  any  real  rights     But  this  will  reqairoB 
a  fucccflion  of  fteady  exertions  continued  darl- 
ing fevcral  years  :  it  will  be  necefTary  to 
tend  the  various  tribunals  before  which 
claims  will  be  brought  under  difcuflion^ 
to  urge  the  ipeed  of  lawyers  who  are  heavily 
laden  with  bufinefs.     Many  of  his  opponents 
who  have  taken  pofleffion  of  his  lands,  are 
influential  men :  he  -is  the  fbn  of  a  Britiik 

general^ 
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meral,  and  has  himi^lf  bori^e  arms  ih  Attie- 
era  ia  oppolitioii  to  the  revolution  :  he  has 
sro  Urns  in  the  fervice  of  England  :  all  theie 
i&%j  I  grant,  do  i>ot  iii  the  leaft  impair  the 
iftice  of  Mr.  Prevoft*8  claims,  which  to  me 
l^pear  incontrovertible  :  but  juftice  is  what 
cople  often  find  it  moft  difficult  to  obtain 
nxn  the  minifters  of  juftice,  efpecially  iri 
Jis  country  when  the  queftioh   relates  to 
:iids  ;  and  Major  Prevoft  ttaurt  unavoidably 
ive  to  encounter  numerous  prejudices  and 
*epofleflions  opetating  to  his  difadvantage. 
-  IDuring  my  ftay  at  Freehold  there  was  no 
^ntion  of  politics.     1  could  eafily  guefs  the 
^litical  fentiments  of  the  major  and  his  fa*» 
tly:  .tut,  if  I  had  entertained  atiy  doubt  oft 
fc  iubjed,  it  would  have  beeli  coihpletely 
^^ADVed  by  obferving  the  avidity  with  which 
e;y  r*ad  Peter  Porcupine  *^-  ^^^^^,  , 

A  Philadelphia  paper  condu£led  by  an  Englifhman, 
^^ch  iirft  made  its  appearance  during  the  lad  year,  and 
/^hich,  amid  a  torrent  of  ^outrages  and  calumnies  pro* 
^feuoufly  p6ared  out,  with  fome  wit  bilt  much  vulgarity, 
K^tnft  evdry  indiridual  wbd  li  not  enrolled  utlder  the  Eng* 
'^Bi  banner,  it  is  laid  down  as  an  axiom  of  political  doc- 
^tine  that  America  cann^ot  do  better  than  to[  place  herfeif 
u  a  ftate  of  dependence  *on  the  cabinet  of  Saint  James's. 

F  f  3  On 
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tereft  that  Monficur  Gu 
At  this  time  he  was  at 
informed  of  my  ilhiefs 
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Vt  Singlekill,  where  we  dined  on  the  Sift  of 
Jiftober,  on  our  way  from  Freehold  to  Ratf- 
rfll,  the  price  of  uncleared  ground  is  from  fix 
o  (even  dollars  the  acre ;  farms,  having  one 
burth  cleared,  are  fold  at  ten  or  twelve. 

Intermittent  fevers  are  very  common  in 
thcfe  parts  in  the  autiimnal  feafbii ;  and  it  is 
even  afferted  that  during  the  laft  three  years 
they  have  been  more  than  ufually  frequent. 
They  had  been  very  prevalent  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fettlement,  and  had  be- 
come lefs  fo  for  fome  years  back.     As  the 
inhabitants  can  affign  no  reaibn  for  this  re<^ 
turn  of  infalubrity,  they  attribute  it  to  "  fome- 
tbing  in  the  air."     But  what  happens  here 
is  very  ufual  in  new  countries,  which,  until 
thfey  be  entirely  or  in  great  meafure  cleared, 
become  more  unhealthy,  probably  in  confe- 
qnence  of  the  e^^halations  from  the  putrid 
fubftances  with  which  the  earth  is  covered, 
and  from  the*  ftagnant  waters,  to  which  the 
adtion  of  the  fun  is  admitted  by  the  partial 
clearance  of  the  foil. 

Monfieur  Guillemard  and  I — for  we  now 
travel  together — had  a  letter  from  Major 
Prcvoft  to  Mr.  Bogardus,  his  father-in-law. 

Ff4  The 
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The  latter  is  alfo  an  old  American  royalift» 
^n  cnthufiaftic  admirer  of  P^er  Pprcupi&e» 
and  iniprefled  with  a  belief  .that  Americi 
would  be  nnuch  more  rich  aftd  profperous  and 
happy  if  (he  ftill  enjoyed  the  honour  of  be- 
longing to  his  majefty  George  the   Third. 
3ut,  confidered  in  every  other  light,  he  is  a 
generous  and  excellent  man,  extremely  hof» 
pitable,  and  one  with  whofe  behaviour  w 
'  have  the  greateft  reafon  to  be  fatisficd.     H 
inhabits  a  fmall  houfe  on  the  oppofite 
of  the  creek  to  that  on  which,  ftands  t 
little  town  of  Katlkill.     To  this  houfe  is  at 
tached  a  farm  of  three  hundred  acres, 
purchafed  the  whole  for  three  thoufand  d<fc 
Jars  fix  years  fince,  and  could  now  fell  t 
property  for  ten  thoufand.     It  is  true  be 
made  confiderable  improvements  on  the 
at  the  time  of  his  purchafe  there  were  o 
eight  hpufes  in  the  town,  whereas  at  prefix 
it  contains  about  a  hundred,  of  which  f< 
have  a  good  appearance. 

Seven  veffelg,  moftly  floops,  belong  to  thE-ar 
little  town,  and  are  conilantly  pa0mg  \vicM 
jcpaffing  between  KatOcill  ai>d  Ncw^York^ 
A  fingle  brig,  of  a  hundred. wid  fifty  tow* 

burdcK 


burden  is  employed  during  the  winter  in  the 
-^Vcft-India.  trade,  and  even  goes  to  Europe : 
it  is  owned  by  Mr.  Jenkins,  of  Hudibn. 

Katfkiil^  like  all  the  other  towns  iimllarly 

^tuated,  receives   the  produce  of  the  back 

^^^ountry :    but   a   natural   gap   in   the   Blue 

.^Mountains,     which    obliquely  ieparate   the 

ountries  watered  by  the  Sufquehannah  at 

_  he  commencement  of  its  courfe  from  thole 

^^^atered  by  the  North-River  between  Albany 

nd    Katlkitl,    renders    the    communication 

ith  this  latter  place  more  eafy. 

We  have  been  informed  that  pot  and  pearl 

(h,  which  are  a  coniiderable  article  in  the 

^rade  of  new  countries  under  clearance,  are 

Iwought  to  Katfkill  from  the  diflance  of  above 

a  hundred  and  fifty  mites.     The  pot*a(h  is 

^fold  at  prefent  for  a  hundred  and  feventy-fiVe 

dollars  the  ton.     The  ufual  price  is  a  hun- 

"  dred.     To  produce  a  ton  of  pot-a(h,  arc  re- 

•  quired  from  five  to  (even  hundred  bufliels  of 
-  afhes,  according  to  their  quality  :  and,  in  all 

^  the  parts  which  I  have  lately  traverfed,  the 
*a(hes  are   fold   at  one   fhilling  the   buftiel. 

*  The  pot-afh  is  infpedcd  before  it  be  admitted 
to  exportation:  yet,  whether  through  want 

of 
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of  (kill  or  want  of  ftri<3nefs  in  the  infpcdor, 
it  is  often  found  to  contain  lime.  It  is  dii^ 
tinguiflied  into  firft  and  fecond  quality.  Salt 
beef  is  diftinguifhed  into  prime,  fecond^  and 
ordinary ;  pork,  into  prime  and  ordinary. 

Katfkill  is  built  on  a  little  hill  which  fepa- 
rates  Katlkill  creek  from  the  North-River, 
into  which  the  former  difcharges  its  ftream 
at  the  extremity  of  the  hill.     The  majority 
of  the  houfes  are  fituate  on  the  fide  next  the 
creeky  where  the  embarkations  take  plaqe; 
fome  however  are  on  the  fide  next  the  great 
river.    The  property  of  the  ground  on  which 
the  town  {lands  is  difputed  by  three  claim- 
ants ;  but  the  pofTeilion  is  held  by  one  of  the 
parties,  Clark  and  company,  by  virtue  of  an 
old  patent  that  he  has  purchafed^  and  oa 
which  the  others  ground  their  claim.     Mean- 
time the  inhabitants  hold   their   lot  under 
Clark,  whom  they  confider  as    the  lawful 
proprietor.     But  this  exifting  difpute,  which 
the  others  are  in  no  hafte  to  bring  to  a  dc- 
cifion,  prevents  many  perfons  from  coming 
forward  as  purchafcrs*     The  lots,  however, 
produce  a  good  price,  whenever  they  are  ex- 
pofed  to  fale ;  they  contain  each  half  a  rood» 

and 
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and  are  fold  fo  high  as  three  hundred  and 
feventy-five  dollars.  The  mouth  of  the  creek 
is  not  nwre  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  diftant 
from  the  town. 

Katfkill  (lands  at  the  diflance  of  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  from  New- York  ^ 
and  the  waters,  which  during  the  prevalence 
of  the  ftrong  foiitherly  winds  become  abfo- 
lutely  fait,  are  at  all  times  of  the  year  brack- 
ifli.     The  tide  goes  up  as  far  as  Hudfon. 

Workmen  at  Katlkill  are  paid  thirteen 
dollars  per  month,  and  are  not  eafily  pro- 
cured. Here  is  a  regular  market,  where 
beef  is  fold  at  eight  pence  the  pound. 

Along  the  North- River  is  carried  on  a 
great  trade  in  planks :  but  here,  as  iri  Mafia- 
chufetts  and  the  diflrift  of  Maine,  the  planks 
do  not  contain  twice  the  thicknefs  of  the 
boards :  their  dimenfions  vary  in  different 
places  :  they  are  an  inch  and  half  thick  at 
Albany,  an  inch  and  quarter  at  Katfkill,  It 
is  on  thefe  dimenfions  that  all  bargains  are 
made  which  do  not  particularly  fpecify  other- 
wife.  The  boards  are  an  inch  thick,  and,  of 
inch  dimenfion,  are  fold  at  ten  dollars  per 
thoufand  feet  5  planks,  fixteen  dollars   and 

two 
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two  fhilliiigs;  ihingles,  feven  dollars  and 
half  per  thoufaad;  barrcl-ftaves,  fevcnteea 
dollars  and  half.  The  flaves  are  of  oak ;  all 
the  reft,  of  yellow  fir.  Hemlock-bark^  c>f 
which  large  quantities  are  alfo  pu f chafed  for 
the  tanneries  of  the  country  and  thofc  of 
New- York,  is  fold  at  four  dollars  the  cord. 
At  Katikill  are  built  the  (loops  employed  in 
the  trade  between  that  place  and  New- York. 
At  prefent  their  price  is  from  forty-thrte 
to  forty-five  dollars  per  ton,  ready  for  feas 
they  are  generally  of  from  feventy  to  ninety 
tons*  burden. 

Horfe-races  are  common  in  the  ftatc  or 
New- York.  There  was  one  beyond  the 
river  on  the  day  that  we  ftopped  at  KatlkilL 
Although  it  was  but  an  indifferent  raee^  and 
this  part  of  the  country  is  not  inhabited  by 
wealthy  people,  the  bets  made  on  the  occa^ 
Hon  exceeded  the  fum  of  four  thoufa^nl  dol- 
lars. The  beft  races  are  faid  to  be  at  Pough- 
keepfie,  at  the  diftance  of  fifty  miles  lower 
down:  they  take  place  on  regularly  dated 
days,  and  I  have  been  aflured  that  thq  wa- 
gers fometimes  amount  to  eight  thoufand 
dollars.     The  horfes  that  run  there  are  ufed 

for 
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r  no  other  purpofe;  and  their  prfce   Is 
>om  twelve  to  lixteen  hundred  dollars.    We 
ave  alio  been  informed  that  the  ftri^eft  ho- 
our  does  not  prevail  at  thofe  races. 
Katlkill,  fo  denominated   by   the   Dutch 
ho  made  the  firft  fe^tlement  on  the  fpot^ 
as,  by  the  Indians,  called  Katlketed,  which 
n  their  language  fignified  **  a  fortified  place.^ 
o  foundation  for  that  name  can  be  dif- 
Qvercd  in  the  appearance  of  the  country : 
nd  it  is  moreover  well  known  that  the  la* 
ians,  efpccially  at  that  time,  eredted  no  for- 
cations.     The  .great  quantity   of  human 
nes,   hatchets,   tomahawks,   and    arrows, 
ifound  *buried  in  the  earth  around  Karikilt, 
"T)rove  at  leaft  that  this  place  formerly  was 
^tjhc  principal  feat  of  fome  confiderable  tribe. 
•  .  The  cultivation  of  the  foil  in  the  vicinity 
of  Katikill  is  indifierent  -,  the  lands  do  not, 
on  an  average  of  years,  produce  above  twelve 
bufliels  of  wheat  per  acre,  though  the  foil  is 
tolerably   good.     Thofe   belonging   to    Mr. 
Bogardus,  having  greater  attention  beftowed 
4}ti  them,  yield  him  from  thirty  to  thirty- 
five. 

Thore  ha^  occurred  this  year  on  a  part 

or 
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of  his  eftate  a  pretty  remarkable  phseno^ 
menon.  All  this  tradl  of  country  is  a  fuc- 
ceffion  of  little  hills,  or  rather  fmall  eleva* 
tions,  detached  from  each  other,  and  onl)i 
connected  a  little  at  the  bales.  One  of  tboic 
hills,  the  neareft  to  Katfkill-creek,  and  ele- 
vated about  a  hundred  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  creek,  fuddenly  fufFered  a  finking  d 
more  than  one  half  of  its  declivity.  Il 
might  have  meafured  about  a  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  from  its  fummit  to  the  extremit) 
of  its  bafe,  following  the  line  of  inclinatiba 
A  breadth  of  about  eighty  fathoms  fell  in 
beginning  at  about  three  or  four  fathonu 
from  the  top*  The  funken  part  gave  wa] 
all  on  a  fiidden,  and  fell  fo  perpendicularlj 
that  a  flock  of  (heep,  feeding  on  the  fpot, 
went  down  with  it  without  being  overturn- 
ed. The  trunks  of  trees  that  remained  go 
it  in  a  half-rotten  ftate  were  neither  un- 
rooted nor  even  inclined  from  their  former 
direftion,  and  now  ftand  at  the  bottom  d 
this  chafm  of  above  four  acres  in  extent,  in 
the  fame  perpendicular  pofition,  and  on  tht 
fame  foil.  However,  as  there  was  not  fiif- 
ficient  fpacc  for  all  this  body  of  earth,  whidi 

befon 
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before  had  lain  in  a  dope,  to  place  itfelf  ho« 
rizontally  between  the  two  parts  of  the  hill 
that   have  not  quitted   their   flation,   fome 
parts  are  cracked  and  as  it  were  furrowed. 
But  a   more  flriking  circumftance   is,  that 
the  lower  part  of  the  hill,  which  has  pre- 
ferved  its  former  fhape,  has  been  puHied  and 
thrown  forward  by  the  finking  part  making 
itfelf  room — that  its  bafe  has  advanced  five 
or  fix  fathoms  beyond  a  fmall  rivulet  which 
before  flowed  at  the  diftance  of  above  ten 
-fathoms  from  it — and  that  it  has  even  en- 
tirely Hopped  the  courfe  of  its  ilream.     The 
reateft  elevation  of  the  chafm  is  about  fifty 
r  fixty  feet :  in  its  fides  it  has  difcovered  a 
lue  earth  exhibiting  all  the  charaderiflics  of 
arl,  and  which,  from  the  different  experi- 
:snents  that  Mr.  Bogardus  has  made  with  it 
jn  feveral  parts  of  his  eftate,  feems  to  poffefs 
.^11  its  virtues.     In  fome  of  the  ftrata  of  this 
-snarl  is  found  fulphat   of  lime   in   minute 
<:ryftals. 

It  is  not  known  what  may  have  beep  the 
caufe  of  this  event,  which  the  people  here 
attribute  to  the  operatipn  of  water,  without 
well  knowing  why;  for  the  inhabitants^ of 

Katlkill 
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Katlkill  are  neither  deep-read,  nor  verfed  in 
natural  philofophy,  nor  addifted  to  obferva- 
tion.  This  finking  took  place  on  the  firft  of 
June  of  the  prefent  year,  unattended  by  any 
noife,  at  Icall  by  any  that  was  fufficiently 
loud  to  be  heard  either  at  Mr.  Bogardas's 
houfe  which  is  but  three  hundred  fathoms 
diftant  from  the  fpot,  or  in  the  town,  which 
is  feparated  from  it  only  by  the  narrow 
ftream  of  the  creek. 

Mr.   Bogardus   does    not   beftow   on   bh 
neighbours  fo  favourable   a  character   as   I 
have  heard  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
cotlhtry  in  every  other  part  of  America :  he 
defcribes  them  as  mifchievous  and  thierHft  j 
I  know  not  whether  upon  good  grgunds,  or  • 
whether  he  does  not  extend  to  the  wholes 
neighbourhood    this    general    accufation   oflt 
thievifhnefs  in  confequcnce  of  a  few  appli 
and  peaches  that  have  been  ftolen  from  hii 
— or  whether  his  predilcftion  for  Bngtant 
may   not   have   perfonally  expofcd   himc  tmi 
fome  unpleaftnt  treatment. 

One  faft.  however  may  be  adduced  in  fups^^ 
port  of  Mr.  Bogardus's  opinion.     A  bridgg 

over  ft  creek  at  two  miles  from  Katikilh  h&  « 

later  t- 
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3y  been  burned  ;  and  the  country  people 
Bk  the  deed  was  perpetrated  with  a  view 
promoting  the  private  intercft  of  a  par- 
inn. 

KINGSTON. 


wifli    to   avoid   the    inconvenience   of 
ice  more  croffing  the    North-River  in* 
^vicred  us  to  prefer  the  weftern  road,  though 
leis   frequented  than   the   other.      Between 
Ka^itlkill  and  Kingfton  the  road  all  along  runs 
^>ct^ween  that  beautiful  river  to  which  the  • 
^'"a.^veller  often  approaches,  and  the  Katflcill 
untains,  which  are  feveral  miles  diftant. 
far   as   Sagodus-creek,   the   country   is 
'"-^^crkly  inhabited :  in  many  places  the  farms 
of  confiderable  extent :  the  banks  of  the 
«r  are  almoft   every-where    laid   out   in 
adows ;  the  lands  farther  diftant  arc  ap- 
propriated   to   the   produdtion    of    grain   qf 
^^V^ery  kind.     You  frequently  difcover  very 
^^autiful    profpcfts  —  exteniive,    agreeable, 
tich,  on  the  (idc  toward  the  river — fcrious, 
romantic,  magnificent,   toward   the   moun- 
tains, whofc  forms  are  grand  and  variegated. 


miles. 

Kingfton — form 
ftill  ufcd  by  the  cc 
town  of  Ulfter  coi 
of  that  name  (the 
tance  afllimcs  the 
and  which  we  ha 
in  a  beautiful  litt 
weft  by  that  fame 
here  too  are  ftill 
tains.  The  place 
miles  lower  down 
at  the  mouth  of  R 
was  burned  on  t 
1777  by  General  V 
motive  for  his  cone 
tation.  At  that  ti] 
and  forty  houfes  :  i 
barn  efcaoe  from  I 
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^^   every  article  contained  in  their  houfes; 

*nd    they  were  unable   to  fave   any  thing 

except   their  lives*     In   the   courfe  of  the 

^ttic  autumn  two  or  three  houfes  were  aU 

^ady  rebuilt,  and  the  remainder  were  re- 

ftored  in  the  following  liimmer.     As  they 

^erc  almoft  all  ftone   houfes,  the   former 

^alls  had  remained  Handing,  and  facilitated 

**^  Ipeedy  renovation  of  the  town.     It  now 

^Onfifts  of  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  houfes, 

*Od  carries  on  the  fame  kind  of  trade  as  the 

^thcr  towns  fituated,  like  itj  on  the  weflern 

"^nk  of  the  North-River  ;  but  not  being  fb 

Conveniently   circumflanced  as  Katfkill  for 

Communication  with  the  back  country,  its 

Commerce  is  lefs  extenfive )  though  this  will 

^c  confidcrably   increafed    by   the    natural 

^^pcration   of  time  in  fpreading   population 

^Hrough  thofe  trafts,  which  are  now  for  the 

S^"eater  part  un- inhabited* 

Six  floops  belong  to  the  town,  which  are 

^ ^ployed  in  carrying  to  New- York  the  pro- 

^^ce  that  it  receives,  fome  articles  of  which, 

^  timber,  beef,    pork,  corn,  do  not  come 

^^om  a  greater  diflance  than  between  thirty 

ind  thirty-five  miles.     Flax«*feed  is  brought 

G  g  2  from 
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from  the  banks  of  the  eaftern   branch 
Delaware,  that  is  to  (ay,  from  the  diftance 
Icventy  miles.     As  far  as  the  mountams*  t 
lands  which  environ  the  town,  and  are  cal 
Flats,  are  of  the  beft  quality,  and  are  fi 
for  i\Incty  dollars  the  acre;,  thofe  which 
toward  the  centre  of  the  Flats,  from  five 
thirty-five  dollars.     The  inhabitants  o(  t. 
town  being  for  the  moll  part  of  Dutch  3 
fcent,  the  Low-Dutch  language  is  more  ^ 
miliar  here  than  the  Englifh.     There  is 
regular  market  in  this  town,  though  it  cc^ 
tain  a  fchool,  an  academy,   a  court-boa 
a   prifon,    and   a   Dutch-Lutheran   churC 
When  beef  can  be  procured,  it  cofts  fix  pcn^ 
the  pound. 

We  had  letters  to  Mr.  Van  Grofbcck,  01 
of  the  principal  (hop-keepers  in  the  tow 
and  formerly  a  member  of  Congrefs.  1 
thofe  letters  we  were  indebted  for  an  invit 
tion  to  tea,  the  fmoking  of  fome  fegarSf 
few  glafles  of  wine,  and  a  great  portion 
complaifance  in  aniwering  our  queftior 
but  this  part  of  the  country  furniflies  f 
objefts  of  inquirj'.  Mr.  Van  Grolbeck  feci 
a  good  kind  of  man,  and  very  temperate 

] 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C.  453 

politics,  which  appear  to  intereft  him'lefs 
t^i  the  concerns  of  his  fliop.  An  old  phy- 
in,  on  the  contrary,  whom  we  met  at 
houfe,  bcftows  more  attention  on  politics 
n  on  medicine.  He  is  a  decided  repub- 
in,  whofe  fulpicious  diftruft  feems  in* 
»able  of  being  allayed.  He  bears  a  name 
ich  is  celebrated  in  the  annals  of  liberty 
hat  of  De  Witt — and  fays  he  is  defcended 
m  the  famous  John  De  Witt.  ^ 
Vir.  Van  Grofbeck,  in  principle  a  federal- 
but  very  tolerant  in  his  politics,  is  the  in- 
late  friend  of  Colonel  Burr,  whofe  por- 
it,  executed  by  a  lad  of  the  town,  he  has 
iging  over  his  chimney-piece.  Mr.  Burr, 
i^ing  difcovered  in  that  youth  a  gre^t  diC- 
ition  for  painting,  procured  for  him  fuch 
bns  in  the  art  ^s  America  was  capable 
affording,  ^nd  has,  at  his  own  expenfe,- 
^ly  fent  him  to  France  and  Italy  to  ftudy 
-  gr^at  models  and  receive  the  beft  inftruc- 

ns.     The  life  of  Colonel  Burr  is  marked 

•      ..  .  • 

th  fimilar  traits  of  benefipei^ce  and  gene- 
Gty. 

From   our  windows  we  difcover,  though 
)0V^   feven  miles   diftant,   the  light  of  a 

G  g  3  conflagration 


rouncis  :  in  wnicn  caic  it  is  impoiiiDie  v 
tinguilli  it,  clpcciw^liy  at  tills  time  whei 
drou^rht  and  the  falling  of  the  leaves  fu 
it  with  the  means  of  rapidly  extendin 
ravages.  It  alfo  frequently  happens 
conflagrations  are  caufed  in  the  woods  fa 
hunters,  who,  for  the  purpofe  of  more 
tainly  killing  the  deer,  furround  with 
the  places  where  they  fuppofe  them  p 
Some  of  theic  lines  of  f]re  are  feveral  i 
in  circumference :  their  breadth  is  u 
liderable ;  for,  however  narrow  they  ma 
the  deer  never  crofs  them.  The  hu 
generally  adopt  the  neceffary  precautiot 
prevent  the  flame  from  communicating 
fomctimes  thofe  precautions  are  negld 
fbmetimes  alfo,  although  they  have  beer 
fcrved,  a  fudden  wind  fprcads  the  fire,  Vk 
often   confumes   the    entire    inclofure. 
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and  houfes  it  meets  in  its  way,  and  thus  re- 
ducing many  families  to  ruin. 

Lime-ftone  is  very  common  in  this  part : 
the  inhabitants  have  already  begun  to  burn 
large  parcels  of  it,  and  fend  it  to  the  .neigh- 
bouring iilands.  At  Poughkeepfie  is  burned 
%  great  quantity^  which  is  fold  at  New- 
York  for  a  fhilling  the  buflieU  This  cir^ 
cumftance,  which  is  highly  advantageous  to 
the  country^  may  poflibly  claih  with  Generad 
Enox's  fpeculations  on  his  lime  from  the  dif«- 
trid  of  Maine. — ^The  freight  of  corn  from 
Kongfton  to  New- York  is  fix  pence  per 
bnfhel ;  to  Albany,  it  is  ten  pence. 

A  coniiderable  traffic  in  fait  fi(h  is  carried 
in  at  Kingfton.  The  fmall  bay  near  the 
mding-place  facilitates  the  fifhery  of  fhad^ 
errings,  and  falmon,  which  come  up  Hud- 
>n*8*River  in  abundance  in  the  fpring  fea- 
XI9  and  to  the  catching  of  which  the  in- 
abitants  of  this  tra^  are  more  attentive 
ban  thofe  of  any  other  part  on  the  banks  of 
hat  river. 


G  g  4  NEW- 


creeks  to  pafs,  aiu 
We  came,  howt;ver 
we  were  obliged  I 
of  "water,  that,  not' 
we  were  compcUe 
during  the  palTage: 
we  found  only  a 
The  road  approac 
mountains  which  ' 
the  name  of  the 
which  here  are  call< 
The  country  in  gen 
and  fertile  plains,  bi 
with  landy  tra6ls,  ai 
The  Walkill  is  t 
Kingfton  bears  the 
kill.  In  the  Low-' 
nifies  creek:  and,  as 
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of  the  North- River,  fuch  towns,  mountains, 
and  creeks,  as  have  not  preferved  their  ori- 
j;inal  Indian  names,  have  for  the  moft  part 
received  Dutch  appellations.  The  country 
bordering  on  the  Walkill  is,  to  a  confider- 
able  didance  back,  annually  infeiled  with 
autumnal  intermittent  fevers. 

New-Pattz  is  almoft  univerfally  inhabited 
by  families  of  French  extraftion,  whofe  an- 
ceftors,  having  quitted  France  on  account  ef 
their  religion,  took  refuge  firft  in  Holland^ 
then  pafTed  over  to  America,  and  eftabliihed 
themfelves  at  Pattz,  a  very  old  fettlemeht 
founded  by  a  Dutch  colony.  About  forty 
years  (ince,  thofe  families  quitted  Pattz,  and 
took  up  their  refidence  a  few  miles  farther, 
in  a  diftri<5l  to  which  they  have  given  the 
appellation  of  New-Pattz.  They  now  pre- 
ferve  no  other  charafteriftics  of  their  Gallic 
origin  than  a  traditional  recollediion  of,  and 
a  fond  attachment  to,  the  land  that  gave 
birth  to  their  progenitors.  Their  names, 
flill  remaining  the  fame,  are  written  and 
pronounced  after  the  Dutch  manner.  Thefe 
people  do  not  underftand  a  word  of  French, 
l^ut  fpeak  bad  Dutch  and  bad  Engliih :  there 

is 
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is  nothing  in  their  manners  by  which  an 
obfcrver  may  be  reminded  of  the  countr 
whence  they  have  originated :  they  are  dull 
torpid  Hollanders,  as  favage  as  all  the  other 
inhabitants  of  the  country  whom  we  hav 
met  fince  our  paflage  of  the  North- River ..^ 
Their  religion  is  the  Dutch  reformed. 
of  thefe  families,  in  fome  inftances  even  the 
pooreft,  has  one  or  two  negroes  or  negrefles; 
flavery  being  as  ftritlly  maintained  in  the 
ftate  of  New- York  as  in  that  of  Virginia 
with  this  difference,  however,  that,  as  flav 
are  lefs  numerous  here,  they  are  much  bette 
treated.  The  price  at  which  they  are  fold 
is  four  hundred  dollars  for  a  fuU-growo—- 
man  ;  half  that  price  for  girls.  Thefe  (laves 
arc  not  baptifed  or  inftrufted  in  religion,  but 
are  in  that  refpeft  kept  in  the  loweft  ftate  of 
degradation.  The  quakers  and  anabaptifts 
who  conftitute  a  part  of  the  population  of 
new  Pattz,  have  no  flaves. 

The  lands  in  the  neighbourhood  arc  good ; 
and  their  price  is  from  (ixteen  to  twenty 
dollars  the  acre.  Their  produce  is  conveyed 
to  Kingfton,  but  oftcner  to  New- York, 
'i'hcy  are  for  the  greater  part  laid  down  in 
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meadows,  and  feed  abundance  of  cattle. 
The  nieadpw  huftandry  docs  not  continue 
longer  than  thrpe  years,  after  which  fuc- 
ceeds  a  crop  of  grain.  The  Culture  of  the 
grain  is  bad,  and  the  lands  do  not  produce 
above  ten  or  twelve  buftiels  per  acre,  or 
twenty-five  bufliels  of  Indian  corn.  The 
price  of  grain  here  is  regulated  by  that  in  the 
New-York  market :  it  is  at  prefcnt  thirteen 
fliillings  the  bufhel :  Indian  corn  is  at  a  dol- 
lar and  half.  During  the  laft  fpring,  hay 
W^LS  fold  at  five  dollars  per  thoufand- weight: 
its  ufual  price  is  from  three  to  four. 

Workmen  are  not  eafily  procured  here; 
bccaufe,  as  foon  as  they  have  been  able  to 
^mafs  a  little  money,  they  go  to  the  new 
Countries  and  become  farniers  themfelves. 
TThey  muft  be  paid  from  ten  to  twelve  dol- 
lars per  month,  and  fometimes  two  dollars 
9  day  in  the  harveft-time.  The  greater  part 
«f  the  immigration  to  thefe  new  countries. 
is  from  beyond  the  river,  and  from  the  ftatc 
.of  New-York  itfclf. 

Complaints  are  made  here,  as  in  every 
other  place  through  which  we  have  paffed, 
pf  the  extrencre  drought,  which  dries  up  all 

the 
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the  waters,  and  reduces  the  greater  niin:iber 
of  the  mills  to  a  ftate  of  inadlivity. 

NEWBURG  AND  NEW-WINDSOR. 

The  road  from  New-Pattz  to  Newburg  is 
a  continued  fucceffion  of  inequalities.  It 
croflcs  all  the  hills  which  feparate  this  part 
of  the  country  from  the  North-River.  The 
country  is  thickly  peopled,  and  exhibits 
pretty  confidcrablc  farms,  and  vaft  barns,  al- 
moft  univerfally  furroundcd  with  ricks  of 
hay.  The  lands  are  for  the  moft  part  kept 
in  meadows :  but,  each  farm  containing 
within  its  boundaries  different  expofures  of 
high  and  low  land,  a  portion  is  always  as 
regularly  devoted  to  the  plough.  Such  is 
the  pradicc  in  the  generality  of  the  farms  on 
the  weft  fide  of  the  river,  and  to  fome  dif- 
lance  back. 

Newburg,  which  alfo  lies  in  Ulfter 
county,  15  built  on  the  bank  of  the  river^ 
and  fituatc  at  the  diftance  of  four  miles  be- 
low the  extremity  of  the  Highlands.  The 
back  countries  of  which  this  town  receives 
the  produce   being    more   thickly   inhabited 
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lan  thofe    that    fiipply    the    other    towns 
lirough  which  we  have  hitherto  paired,  its 
rade    with    New- York    is    more   cxteafive 
lian*  theirs.     Yet  only  fix  floops  belong  to 
ewburg :  but  thofe  floops,   on  account  of 
he    fmall  diftance  of  New-York,    perform 
ImoH:  twice  as  many  voyages  as  tho(e  even 
f  Katlkill,  which  lies  only  fixty  miles  higher. 
IThe  produce  from  the  banks  of  the  wefteni 
ranch  of  Delaware  comes  alfo  to  Newburg 
y  roads  which  are  faid  to  be  very  good.     It 
s  averred  that  above  ten  thoufand  cafks  of 
utter  are  annually  (hipped  at  Newburg  and 
ew-Windibr.     The  quantity  has  even  been 
greater  this  year,  and  muft  receive  a  further 
increafc  from  the   extenfion  of  the   fettle- 
T^nents  and  the  improvements  in  agriculture. 
New-Windfor  neverthelc(s    is  in  a  ftatc 
of  decreafe ;  a  great  bar,  which  renders  the 
approach  to  it  tedious  and  difficult,  caufing 
a  preference  to  be  given  to  Newburg,  which 
will,  it  is  probable,  entirely  abforb  the  trade 
of  the  former  place..    Notwithftanding  this 
difadvantage,  New-Windfor  Hill  has  two  or 
three  floops  employed  in  conftant  voyages  to 
and  from  New- York.     That  town,  fituate 

in 
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« 
in  Orange-county  and  two  miles  below  NcW- 

burg,  confifts  only  of  about  fofty  houfesj 
whereas  Ncwburg  contains  at  leaft  foui 
times  that  number,  almoft  atll  built  fince  the 
war.  There  were  not  twenty  erefted  ofl 
the*  fpot  when  General  Wafhington  made  il 
his  head  quarters  in  1779. 

The  prolpeft  here  is  grand.  To  the  left, 
the  eye  follows  through  an  extcnfivc  {pact 
the  majeflic  courfe  of  this  beautiful  river, 
bordered  in  its  whole  length  by  little  hills  oj 
variegated  forms  and  all  well  cultivated  :— 
ill  front  it  commands  a  view  of  the  rivei 
two  miles  in  breadth,  and  of  the  hills  on  the 
other  fide,  well  cultivated  likewife  and 
thickly  inhabited :  behind  thefe,  rife  the 
mountains  which  a  little  farther  form  the 
Highlands,  and  which,  though  very  ele- 
vated, are  alfo  covered  with  farms,  houfes, 
and  cultivation  : — more  to  the  right,  the  eye 
penetrates  the  narrow  channel  which  the 
river  has  formed  for  its  pafTage  through  thcfi 
lofty  and  beautiful  mountains,  and  difcoven 
the  fortifications  of  Wefl-Point :  farther  tc 
the  right,  the  view  is  intercepted  by  thai 
fame  chain  of  mountains  which  recede^  k 

waning 
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'^vaning  per{pedive  to  the  wcft^  where  thcjr 
oin  the  Alleghany  ridge.     The  inhabitants 
f  Newburg  are  almoft  univerfally  imm> 
rants  from   New-England.     We   are   in- 
brmed  here  that  Orange-county  is  peopled 
y  Irifh  and  Germans,  who  are  all  indu^ 
ious  and  good  farmers. 
At  New- York  a  houfe  is  building  for  the 
ollege  called  the  academy.     The  expenfe  is 
efrayed  by  the  prelbytcrians^  who,  having 
br  this  purpofe  obtained  the  endowment  of 
in  cxtenfive  tradt  of  land   granted  to   the 
tpifcopalians  in  the  time  of  the  Britifh  go- 
^■^crnment,  thus  fulfil  the  condition  annexed 
:o   that  donation.     This   academy   receives 
ioreover  the  annual  fum  of  four  or   five 
lundred  dollars  from  the  funds  deftined  by 
:hc  ftate  of  New- York  for  the  fupport  and 
encouragement  of  fchools. 
The  price  of  every  article  has  rifen  here, 
in  all  other  parts  of  America,  fince  the 
ommencement  of  the  war.     Workmen  are 
ifcarce ;  and  their  wages  are  from  twelve  to 
tBfteen  dollars  per  month.     Beef  cods  eight 
|>ence  the  pound ;  a  pair  of  oxen,  from  eighty 

to 


fix-and-tliirry  hon;  ■  nn 
to  convey  us  to  Well 
had  fent  our  hories  z> 
We  were  obliged  to  w 
boat,  which  was  fent  to 
ing  officer  when  he  fo 
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The  navigation  froi 
Point  prefents  one  ol 
majcftic  views  that  ca 
of  the  world.  The 
miles  in  width,  narr( 
between  the  mountaii 
breadth  is  not  more  t! 
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Ugh   not  very   lofty,    exhibit    the   moft 
utiftil,  the  moft  variegated,  and  the  moft 
s^jeffic  formsr.     In  fome  places  we  behold 
of  rock  towering  in  perpendicular  dl- 
^wdcy   and    threatening  each   moment  to 
ofli  in  their  fall  whatever  paflfes  beneathi 
if  feet.     In  other  parts  their  form  is  more 
cx^Iined :  but  here  they  are  lefs  naked,  and 
r  a  i^w  oaks,  a  few  pines,  a  few  cedars, 
grow  on  the  rocks,  though  the  eye 
difcover  the  earth  which  nourifhes 
Again,  thefe  great  mountains  recede 
fh  each  other,   and   their  place   on   the 
mik9  of  the  ftream  is  occupied  by  little  hills, 
fertile  ibrl,  and  in  many  parts  cultivated, 
river  inceflantly  winds  through  thefe 
*  liferent  mountains :  and  the  profpefl  here 
^       incomparably  more  beautiful  than  that  of 
«  junction  of  the  Potowmack  and  the  She- 
ndoah  in  the  Blue-Ridge. 
Weft-Point  is  in  the  narroweft  part  of  this 
"{^aflage, '  which  is  eighteen  miles  in  length. 
Xt  is  a  promontory  which  advances  a  con- 
fiderable   way  into  the  natural  bed  of  the 
river,   and   forces  the  ftream  in  a  forward 
direction,  where  another  mountain  on  the  op- 
VoL.IIL  Hh  pofitc 
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pofite  fhore  prefents  to  it  an  obilacle  equals 
unlurmoun table,  and  drives  it  back   to  t 
tide  which  it  had  quitted  ;  fo  that. the  wa^ 
abfolutely  tiirrounds  this  fpot,  which^  by  it* 
pofition,  commands  the  navigation  of  tb^: 
great  river.     Its  channel  at  Weft-Point  d 
not  exceed  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  breadthi* 
This  is  the   poft  that  General  Arnold  in 
tended  to  betray  to  General  Clinton.     The 
former   at   that   time   commanded    the   ad« 
vanced  guard  of  the  American  armyj  and, 
the   accomplifhment  of  his   fcheme   would 
for  a  long  time  have  retarded  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war.     I  have  leeii  the  houieia 
which   the    interviews  .topk   place  between 
that  traitor  and  the  unfortunate  major  An- 
dre :  it  was  that  where  Arnold  had  his  head- 
quarters ;  it  ftands  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile 
from  Weft-Point,  and  on  the  oppofitc  bank. 

WEST-FOINT. 

This  poft  is  nearly  in  the  fame  flate  at 
prcfcnt  in  which  it  was  during  the  war. 
Fort-Putnam — which  ftands  on  the  fummit 
of  the  mountain,  and  of  which  the  objccl 

•was 
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Was  to  cut  ofF  all  approach  to  Weft-Point 
from  behind,  as  well  as  to  fupport  .fome.ftill 
farther  advanced  intrenchments  on  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains— -had  been  begun  in  ma- 
Sm^s  work  by  the  celebrated  and  unfortunate 
Kofciufko,  at  that  time  employed  as  an  en- 
gineer in  the  American  arraiy.     That  forti- 
fication  was  continued  two  years  fince  by 
Alonfieur  Vincent,  a  French  engineer,  and 
xipon   an   excellent    plan.      But    thirty-five 
ihoufand  dollars  expended  on  it  by  Monfieur 
^Vincent  have  been  no  better  than  a  ufelefs 
expenditure,  fince  the  further  fum  of  forty- 
five  thoufand,  requifite  for  the  completion  of 
<:hat  great  and  interefting  work,  h^gjbeen  re- 
f  ufed — and  the  fine  ereftions  in  ftone  which 
^re  half  finiflied,  together  with  the  cafemates 
"^Hvhich  are  only  commenced,  remain  expofed 
to  the  inclemencies  of  the  feverc  winters  of 
this   climate,    which    will   fpeedily   deftroy 
thofe  walls  unlefs  Congrefs   will  grant  the 
money  neceflary  for  at  leaft  covering  them. 

In  every  other  inftance  the  American  go- 
vernment (how  the  fame  inattention  to  all 
the  grand  objcfts  of  primary  importance  : 
they  difplay  great  zeal  ai^d  launch  forth  into 
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great  and  fometimesexceflive  expenfe&dur* 
iiig  the  firft  year,  and  afterward  totally  ftop 
t4ie  fupplies.  Heiice  we  lee  coofiderahlc 
fums  lavifhed  wixhout  advantage,  exbibitiiig 
moft  evident  proofs  of  improvidence  and 
ficklenefs  in  the  government. 

There  is  no  other  fortilicatioa  at  Weft- 
Point,  where  indeed  the  hand  of  nature  has 
already  done  fo  much,  that,  in  cafe  of  exner-« 
gcncy,  it  might  foon  be  put  into  a  refpe£t-* 
able  llate  of  defence.  During  the  war,  this 
part  of  the  country,  on  both  fides  of  the 
river,  was  tliick-lbwn  with  fmall  forts,  of 
which  the  velllgcs  are  llill  to  be  feen,  and 
which,  when  once  the  Americans  had  e(ia« 
blifhcd  them,  the  Englifh  never  ventured  to 
approach. 

Weft-Point  is  the  ftation  of  the  corps  of 
engineers  and  artillcrifts  of  the  United  States^ 
which  confifts  of  four  batallions  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  each,  and  furnifhes  de« 
tachmcnts  for  all  the  pofts  where  the  United 
States  entertain  a  military  force ;.  befides  aiv 
entire  batallion  at  prefent  with  the  army  of 
General  Wayne  in  the  Weftern  Territory,. 
This  corps  {mgly  eonftitutes  above  one  fourth 

part 
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of  the  Atnericaa  ftanding  army^  ef  which 
lie  total  number  is  dnly  three  thoufaad  four 
-iZ:~iundred  mtn ;  dnd*  fmall  as  that  number  is, 
SL  t  cannot  be  corhpleted.     So  eA{y  ai^d  comr 
"ottoble.are  the  dircumftances  of  the  people. 
Ik  America,  and  fuch  their  independeilce  of 
Cj>irit,  th4t-— nbtwilhftaiwling  all  the  tempta-- 
ions  of  liberal  pay^  extreme  facility  in  ob^ 
aining  furloughs;  and  indulgences  of  every 
ind  granted  to  the  foldierst  together  with 
:h^  gentlenef?  of  the  difcipline  and  the  (hort- 
lels  of  the  engagements — it  is  found  difficult 
:o  recruit  that  little  army:   yet,  although 
le  law  of  the  United  States  orfains  that. 
lonc  be  admitted  hito  the  military  body  ex- 
rept  natives  of  An^erica,  £ngli(h  deferterff 
trc  enlifted,  Germans,  {rifhmen  newly  ar-: 
srivedt  in  (hort  every  one  who  pr-efents  him- 
&lf ;  and)  after  all,  the  ranks  are  not  filled 
to  their  due  compl£mt!nt« 

I  (hall  fpcak  elfewhcre  of  the  pay  of  the 
American  troops.  The  fault  to  which  they 
4ire  moft  addided  is  drunkennefs,  which  is  fo 
habitual  that  it  efcapes  punifhment*  Theft 
is  very  rare  among  the  foldicry,  as  indeed  in 
the   country   in  general:  but   to  filch  pro- 

H  h  3  vifions 


though  it  v.'onld  not  be 
tlioic  lame  animals  cxpof 
hanging  up  ready  for  life 
times  happcBt  but  in  no  c 
The  term  of  fervicc  w 
years  ;  it  is  now'  extend' 
bounty  for  cnliftment  is 
One  muA  not  expert  i 
troops  well  trained  or  i 
nefi :  a  European  eye 
want  of  cleanlinefs  anc 
appearance.     But    thefe 
from   the   nature   of  th 
recruiting  iervice  woul 
flowly,  if  greater  ftri^r 
medy  them.     This  cor) 
other  troops,   but  with 
They  are  ajfo   taught 
mortars :  and  this  is  the 
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ieprivatc  foldier:  and  the  government  does: 

ot  adopt  any  meafures  to  provide  that  none' 

llcilful  officers  be  admitted,  which  indeed 

^   would  be  difficult  to  accompliHi  in  this; 

euatry— nor  even  to  have  them  inflruded 

it^r  their  admiffion,  which   would 'be  an 

(ier  tafk.     The  corps  of  officers,  firft  efla- 

lifhed  about  tiwo  years  fincc,  is  xompofed  of. 

en  of  all  countries.     Such  of  them  as  we 

ave.  feen  are  men  of  advantageous  appeatr 

ice,  and  feehied  to  be  very  good;  company  r 

thefe  were  only  ten  in  number  j  and  we. 

e  beeii  infonned  that  all  the  others  do 

ot  in  thefe.  particulars  refcmblethem.    The 

fficers  are  paid  from  thirty-five  to  feventy. 

dollars  per  month,    with  the  addition  of  a 

greater  or  fmaUer  number  of:  rations  accord^^ 

ing  to  their  grade*   They  are  lodged  in  fmall 

houfes  irregularly  built  on  an  extenfive  ef- 

planade  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains;,  where 

they»  have  better  accommodations  than  the 

French  officers  ever  have  had  in  barracks. 

The   comman^iing  pfficef   is    Monfieur  dc 

Rochefpnt^ine*  who  fcrved  -in  the  army  of 

the  United  States  duriqg  the  pptire  period  of 

the  war.. .  H?.  has  Cncq.bcseniin.the  French 

H  h  4  fervice  i 


with  a  greater  number  ol 
of  peace,  thofe  artillerilh 
frontier  ports  as  afcfuUy  i 
they  would  evch  be  tnoi 
drc-ocajpation  of  thofe 
6rvice  of  defence,  and 
of  artillery  is  {Rationed  if 
cf-tlie  regiments  now  on 
artillery,  would  be  con 
war-time  by  the  militia  < 
which  then  murt  be  raiii 
thus  the  United  States  ^ 
an  effedive  ibrce  of  t 
hwidred  artiilerifls,  wl: 
cofV  them  more  than  tha 
nients. 

But— again  be  it  ren 
etin  government  betray 


KORTH  AMERICA,  CAlf  AI>A,  &C.         473 

military  departtbent  It  is  a  frivoldus  exr 
i^ule  to  fay  that  the  ex^utive  power  .is: 
uramped  by  the  Congrei^  :  that  may  indeed 
be  {^M  caie  with  reipe^  to  the  expenies  re-l 
paired  for  the  fupport  of  a ,  itiore  nutn!i$f ou$; 
MrtAy^  or  evea  for  the  ere6libn  and  mainte-^ 
Eiasice  of  the  necefTary  fortifications :  but  it 
iS  "not,  it  c&nnot  be«  true  with  refpdEl  to  the 
BK>ft  ufeful  mode  of  employing  the  fums 
granted. 

There  is  alfo  at  Weft-Point  a  fmall  arfebal 

SdBtaining  between  fix  and  feven  thoufand 

Cand  of  arms.     It  is  kept  in  much  worib 

9fder  than  that  of  Springfield.     Forty  pieces 

«if  cannon,  of  all  fizes,  and  about  the  &m0 

mut&ber  of  carrfages,  many  of  which  wer4 

Slot  made  for  the  pieces,  are  kept  at  Weft« 

!3^CMnC9  partly  in  the  ftores,  partly  planted  m 

"^various  places  for  the  defence  of  this  and 

*tbe  furrounding  pofts,  which  would  require 

«bo¥e  a  hundred.    |Probably    a  time  may 

come  when  more  capable  men  will  be  placed 

at  the  head  of  the  different  departments,  and 

when  thefe  objeds  of  primary  importance 

will  engage  more  ferious  confideration.     But 

mean- 
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meanwhile  much  vahiable  time  is  loft,  a 
nearly  all  the  e:^nfe  incurred  is  fmitlefs* 
'  -It  Way  be  deemed  furpri^iftg  •  that  the  n 
Ktary  i}  ftem  of  England  is  that  which  is  i 
lowed  in  this  littl*  handful  of  an  army,  ^ 
the  <irft  place,  it  is  in  itfelf  a  moft  wretcl 
model  for  imitation  :  and  befides  it  wo 
haTC'been  both  proper  and  ufeful  for  < 
American  gove/nm^nt  to  bre^k  through  i 
Englifh  habits,  in  this  inftance  in  particul 
and  e^ecially  for  the  purpofe  of  adopti 
ibi^nething  better.  The  army  is  alfo  dreC 
in  EMglifti  cloth  ;  and,  what  is  ftill  more  ! 
markable,  the  mulkets  which  the  contra£te 
have  undertaken  to  furnifh,  and  .whicfi  9 
made  after  the  ancient  Fi'ench  model 
!763i  are  imported  from  England  in  picl 
ready  made,  as  locks,  hammers,  cocks,  baj 
hcts,  &c.  The:contra6ldr  finds  his  advants 
in  this  management  on  account  of  the  -hi 
price  of  workmanlhip  in  America  ;  and  hi 
fufFercd  to  follow  his  own  plan. . 


f  • 
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.     VERPLANCK-POINT. ;  : .:.: 

•■»!••.  •  -     r 

.      .        >  .    •      .  4  .      •  .  ■ 

Monfieur  de  Rocbcfontaine,  after  having 
given  Monfieur  Guiilemard  and 'me  a  verj- 
iricnSly  reception^ .  infilled  ori  cbov:eymg  us 
in  his,  barge  beyond,  the  boandaries  of.  the 
Highlands:.  This  \s^ais  a  good  opportunity  of 
completing  our  examination  of  the  whole  of 
ihat  iiitercfting  part  of  the;  Nor th^River ; 
and  with  pleafure  we  accepted,  his  obliging 
offer..  Mr.  Lowel,  adjutaiit-gencral  <>f  the 
corps)  .and  friend  of  a .  rich  inhabitant  who 
refidcd  at  the  place  vvhere  our  navigation 
terminated^  propofed  to  condu6l  us  to  his 
friend's  houfe,  alluring  us  that  we  (hould  be 
joyfully  received.  We  were  not  difappointed 
of  the  pleafure  we  had  promifed  ourfelves 
froiii'  our  little  voyage ;  yet  this  part  of  the 
Highlands  is  much  lefs  beautiful  than  that 
which  is  pafTed  in  going  to  Weft-Point. 
The  mountains  are  here  lefs  elevated ;  their 
forms  lefe  bold ;  the  bed  of  the  river  lefs 
narrow :  the  whole,  notwithftanding,  ex- 
hibits a  grand  and  beautiful  fcerie>   which 

the 
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the  eye  enjoys  with  rapture,  and  of  whicr 
the  mind  long  retains  the  remerhbrance. 

On  our  way  we  paflfed  under  the  remains 
of  Fort-Montgomery,  carried  by  the  Englifh 
during  the  laft  war.     Farther  on,  and  at  the 
mouth  of  a  little  creek,  we  iaw  a  fiour-^milI| 
creded  two  years  fincc.     The  miller  who 
built  it  was  condemned  by  all  his  neighbourt 
for  the  choice  he  had  made  of  a  lituatioo  i 
they  affured  him  that  the  flream  was  not 
ta(Bcitm\y  powerful,    and  that  the   water 
Would  often    faiL      Thefe    reprefeiitations 
cnly  encouraged  him  the  more  in  the  profe* 
cution  of  his  plan :  he  knew  the  extent  of 
his  refources  much  better  than  his  adviferst 
to  whoie  remondrances  he  made  no  other 
anfwer  than  that  of  giving  to  his  mill  the 
tiame  of  fa  ira.     Accordingly,  the  mill  con- 
tinues  in  motion,    is  conftantly   employe^ 
does  a  great  deal  of  work,  and  produces  a 
confidcrable  profit  to  the  owner,  who  is  a 
native  of  New-England^ 

As  to  the  good  reception  with  which  Mi 
Lowe!  had  flattered  us,  we  found  ourftlv^ 
greatly  difappointed  iu  our  expe6lation$  < 

tl 
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hat  (core ;  for  Mr.  Vcrplanck  could  hardly 
lave  given  us  a  worfe,  uulcfs  he  had  abfo- 
utely  turned  us  out  of  doors.  This  is  the 
irft  time  in  the  courfc  of  my  travels  in 
America  that  I  ever  failed  to  experience  a 
lofpiftable  reception.  But  Mr.  Verpbnck 
uui  not  invited  us;  and  it  of  courfe  was 
|uite  natural  that  he  fhoutd  have  been  dif- 
>Ieafed  with  our  vifit :  it  was  even  candid  in 
im  thus  to  make  us  acquaisited  with  his  dif^ 
>ofition. 

Verplanck- Point  is  on  the  caftcrn  bank  of 
he  North-River.  It  was  in  the  extenfive 
)lain  behind  it  that  the  junftiou  wa^  formed 
between  the  American  and  French  armies 
in  1781,  previous  to  their  marching  into 
Virginia.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  iriver^ 
md  oppofite  to  Verplanck- Point,  is  Stony- 
Point,  which  General  Wayne  took  from  the 
Bnglifli  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  His 
ran  was  commanded  by  Monfieur  Dupleffis^ 
a  French  officer,  whofe  valour  and  intelli^* 
gence  are  not  forgotten  in  America. 
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MINERALOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS,  ^ 

American  ixiineralogy,  as  I  have  already 
more  than  once  remarked,  offers  few  varie- 
ties for  obfcrvation.     The  great  mountains 
•—that  is  to  fay,  the  moft  elevated — ^are  ge- 
nerally formed  of  granite ;  as,  for  inftance, 
in    my   laft   tour,    the   mountains  of  New 
Hampfliire,  the  Green  Mountains,  and  the 
Highlands.     Thofe  of  inferior  altitude  fuc- 
ccffively  exhibit  fchiftus  niore  or  lefs  perfed;, 
ilate,  feidt-fpath,  calcareous  ftone,  and  fbmc 
iand-flones  of  extreme  hardnefs,  andift   a 
flate  of  great  perfe6lion.     At  the  diftance  of 
eight  or   ten    miles   from    New- York   is   a 
pretty  rich  copper-mine :  the  ore  is  irregu- 
larly  fcattered   through   a   kind   of  fandy- 
ftone   often   rcfembling  grit  and  fometimes 
the  pudding- ftone.     It  yields  from  (ixty  to 
fcventy  pounds  of  fine  copper  per  hundred 
weight.     Previous  to  the  revolution  it  ufed 
,to  be  carried,  to  England,  where  it  bore  a 
higher  price  than  any  other  ore  of  the  fame 
•-  metaU    The  mine  4ia3  been  leveral  times 

'  Vrought,'kbandone<},  and  /cfhmed.     At  pre- 

• .       •>  •  • 
lent 
.•'_.'t 
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not  IcJl  it  in  pigs,  and  are  nov 
to  roll  it  into  fhects,  and  man 
various  houfehold  articles.  ' 
gifie  for  pumping  off  the  wi 
contrived,  and  the  dcfcft  in  ; 
extends  its  influence  to  the  ^ 
mine.  There  is  teafon  to  a; 
through  the  want  of  a  good  i 
ikllful  men  to  dired  the  works 
mine  will  not  prove  advanti 
ccfnpanj, 

TREES- 

Among  the  trees  of  variou 
fimilar  to  thofe  which  1  ha 
elfewhere,  I  have  diftingulfhc 
the  liquidambar,  the  acacia  tr 
black  walnut,  and  the  tu/ipier 
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r-not  grow  to  any  couiiderablc  iizc  in  a  liigiicr- 
L northern  latitude  than  that  of  forty-two  dc* 
rees,  .    .      . 


JOURNEY  TO  FEDERAL^CITY  IJ^T: 

THE   YEAR    1797. 

'irOUR  FROM  PHILADELPHIA  TO  CHES- 
TER  AND  WILMINGTON. 

^UlLNNUI  and  melancholy  drive   me   from 

ZPhiladelphia,  and  impel  me  to   feck   tran- 

^uillity^  or  at  leaft  amufement,  in  a  courle 

'^)/  aftivity — My  prefcnt  deftination  is  Fedc- 

oral-City.     This  excurfion  is  ft  ill  more  foll- 

^ary  than  my  laft  year*s  journics,  for  I  had 

^hen  the  company  of  my  poor  faithful  dog 

Cmrtouchey  who  is  now  too  old  and  infirm  to 

-accompany  me  ;  thus  the  fources  of  confola- 

tiqn  vanifli  at  the  moment  when  we  need 

them  moft,     I  let  out  the  26th  of  March 

1797- 

.Wilmington  road  leaves  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia by  thofe  long  ftreets  which  Wliliam 
pcDpi  laid  down  in  his  dcfign  for  uniting  the 
Delaware  and  the  Skuylkill ;  which,  how- 
ever, are  not  yet  built  upon  to  more  than  a 
-  Vol.  IlL  1  i  third 


vaiuaDJc ;  as  tnt:  v 
the  occupier  to  niai 
and  enftires  him  i. 
the  beft  price.  D 
load  at  Phikdelph 
ton  :  the  farmers  u 
You  pals  the  S\ 
the  road  to  which 
the  feat  of  Mr.  Wi 
high,  and  is  feen 
the  oppofite  fide  of 
an  excellent  profpc 
mired  for  any  th; 
fcnall  and  ill-confln 
repair,  and  badly  . 
which  is  fmall>  is 
joiiiipg  hot-houfe  ^ 
procured  at  a  grea 
of  the  world.     H( 


HdRtH  AMERICA^  CAtlATiA,  &C.         4i^ 

^nce  might  be  converted  into  a  lucrative 

and  pleafant  farm*     Hh  houfe  and  gardetts 

would  receive  as  great  embellifliment  from 

the  neighbourhood  of  a  good  tenantry^  as  he 

would  himfelf  derive  emolument  from  their 

labour ;  but  either  from  indifference,  or  from 

a  want  of  the  neceflary  funds  to  defray  the 

firft  expences  of  clearing  the  land^  it  remains 

uncultivated)  and  his  houfe  feems  furrounded 

by  a  defert*     No  man,  however,  is  happier 

to  receive   his   friends,  or  entertains   them 

better,  than  Mr«  William  Hamilton :  he  is 

a  chearful  man,  a  mod  excellent  companion, 

mud  is  in  every  reipe^  the  gentleman. 

Gray's- Ferry  itfelf  prefents  a  moft  plealf* 
ing  view.  The  toll-houfe,  iituated  amidft 
large  points  of  rock,  which  here  ikirt  thc^ 
ibuth  bank  of  the  Skuylkill,  the  trees  fcat^ 
tered  here  and  there  amongft  them,  and  a 
confiderable  number  of  failing  veffcls  belong- 
ing to  an  adjoining  inn,  form  together  a 
truly  intcrefting  fcene.  This  inn  is  a  place 
of  general  refort  for  parties  of  plcafure  in  the 
iummer,  and  is  frequently  vifited  in  the 
winter  by  the  young  people  of  Philadelphia, 


of  one  Ihape  and  level. 
land  is  in  a  ftate  of  cu 
are  only  found  in  clump; 
ever  is  negleScd.  Seve 
pieces  of  rock,  cemente 
earth;  a  few,  which  a 
with  bricks;  and  a  gre 
houfesj  are  the  only  ot 
Huts  formed  of  logs  an 
"iuiferable  as  any  that: 
pooreft  parts  of  Franc* 
The  inhabitant  here  is 
vator :  that  he  lives  as  I 
mitted  ;  but  in  the  ni' 
habited  parts  of  Ameri 
I  have  never  feen  a 
wretched  habitations. 
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Dadly  clothed,  and  bear  every  mark  of  po- 
i^erty.     The  children  are  in  rags,  and  almoft: 
laked.     The  prefent  moment  however  is  by 
:io  means  favouraMe  to  the  appearance  of 
the   country.     Nothing   yet   appears   above 
:he  ground,  except  the  corn,  of  which  there 
18  but  a  fmall  quantity  in  this  part  of  the 
:ountry.     The  water  of  the  creeks,  which 
we  crofs,  and  that  of  the  Delaware,  which  is 
frequently   in   fight,,  is   muddy,  and  of  the 
fame  yellow  colour  as  the  banks  which  con- 
fine it ;  and  the  eternal  wooden  cnclofures, 
which  of  themfelves  are  fufficient  to  throw 
a  gloom  over  the  moft  delightful  landfcape, 
add  to  the  drearinefs  of  this,  and  to  the  tints 
of  melancholy  with  which  the  ieafoh  of  the 
year  colours  the  'fcene,     A  fmall  creek  near 
Chcfter  fupplies  Philadelphia,  from  its  banks, 
with  ftones  which  are  ufed  for  paving  their 
ftreets  :  they- are  carried  to  within  a  mile  of 
the  mouth  of  the  creek  into  the  Delaware  in 
floops,  which  are  conftantly  failing  to  and 
from  the  city. 

Chefter  is  the  chief  city  of  the  county  of 
the  fame  name  in  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania. 
The  court  of  common  pleas  and  the  quarter 

lis  feffions 


A 


lioufes  tolerably  wel 
or  fix  are  good  iims, 
by  travellers,  and  of 
furc,  befides  the  ftag' 
upon  the  Baltimore  i 
part  of  Maryland.  1 
by  paffcngers  from  ■ 
there  in  preference  t< 
Vp  the  Delaware  to 
frequently  tedious  i 
ftvourable. 

Chefter  is  admireci 
is  certainly  extcnfivc 
a  riling  ground  fbme- 
furrounding  country 
fiderablc  diftance  to 
plain  below,  and  in  i 
the  country  of  Jerfe 
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which,  in  Europe,  give  them  fuch  a  pleaiing 
appearance.  The  borders  of  Jerfey  arc  like- 
wife  flat.  A  few  mean  log-houfes  are  juft 
diicernible  at  a  very  great  cliftance,  which 
being  furrounded  by  two  or  three  acres  of 
cleared  land  are  lofl  in  the  forefts  behind 
them. 

During  the  two  hours  which  we  fpent  at 
iJic  inn  we  faw  a  great  variety  of  travellers, 
the  generality  of  whom  were  a  civil,  con- 
ireriable,  good  fort  of  people.  Throughout 
the  whole  of  my  extend ve  travels  in  America 
1  have  feldom  met  with  any  other  fbrt„  bl^ 
have  always  been  confirmed  in  my  opiiiioB, 
that  the  Americans  are  in  general  a  well- 
difpofed  people.  It  muft  be  undcrflood  that 
I  do  not  allude  to  the  inhabitants,  efpecially 
the  wealthy  inhabitants,  of  the  chief  cities. 

The  population  of  Chefler  amounts  to 
about  thirty  thousand  fouls ;  is  about  fifty 
miles  in  lengthy  and  forty-five  in  width. 
There  are  feveral  iron  mines,  which  how- 
cvcr^  at  prefent,  fupply  only  feven  or  eight 
forges.  A  few  miles  beyond  Chefler  we 
enter  the  fmall  ftate  of  Delaware,  which  is 
diftinguifhed  by  the  bad  Aate  of  the  roads, 

I  i  4  and 


appc^i 


i  to  be  ftili  mc 
the  vicinity  of  Pe 
is  badly  ploughed,  th( 

-ft-rait.     The   ground: 

.water,  though  they 
yery   little   trouble. 

,i^orfe  than  the  land 
th^JOiid,  in  clear  w 
city  of  Philadslphia, 

iPpJawarc,    ,    , 

.  Half-way  from  < 
flaiids  ail  inn,  whc 
flops.  It  vvas  kept  a 
an  Eiigtifliman,  a  dil 
of  a  demagogue,  hj 
fcnting  a  decapitated 

.  by  the  fide  of  the 
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iefled  the  power  of  compelling  him  to  take 
down  this  horrible  fign,  at  the  fight  of  which 
every  body  revolted ;  and  as  it  was  the  only 
4mi,  within  five  miles  either  way,  it  could  not 
be    abandoned.     However,    that  which  the 
laws  could  not  effed,  the  public  voice  ac- 
compliflied.     The  horror  excited  by  this  in- 
famous plfture  was  fo  general,  and  fo  loudly 
proclaimed,   that  the  brutal  innkeeper  was 
obliged  to  change  his  fign,  or  at  leaft  to  alter 
dt.     He  was  unwilling,  however,  to  relin- 
^uifh  the  idea  entirely.     The  female  ftill  rc- 
:miained  without  a  head,  but  ered:,  without 
^ny  trace  of  blood,  or  implements  of  execu- 
tion ;    and   the   infcription   was   altered   to 
'*  The  Silent  JVoman.*^    Such  was  the  public 
-  reparation   which  this  man   partially  made, 
but   he   continued  to  be  defpifed:   his  inn 
was,  however,  ftill  frequented,  becaufe,  as  I 
have  before  obferved,  it  was  the  only  one. 
Since   that  period  other  taverns  have  been 
cftabliflied ;  another  innkeeper  has  fucceeded 
the  Diflenter,  and  has  exchanged  the  fign  of 
the  Silent  IVoman  for  that  of  the  PraSlical 
Farmer. 

I  have  beheld  a  fight  tc-day  which,  hap- 


has  fourteen  children, 
thers  ;  flie  was  never  m 
to  fay  precifely  who  is 
her  children.  Such  an 
mentioned  as  infamous, 
peau  fiates;  but  this  ] 
own  labour,  and  a  few  c 
the  charity  of  paffengei 
thefe  fourteen  children 
burthenfbme  to  the  fla 
leaft  afliftance  from  t 
children,  whom  ftie  d( 
This  commendable  attac 
extenuation  of  the  Hcer 
has  made  of  her  uncomi 
Brandywine  Creek  f< 
of  Brandywine  from  t 
mingtou.  Thefe  hund 
the  American  flates,  a 
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>recifely  one  hundred  parifhes^  as  their  naoQc 
^ois  to  imply ;  but  they  form,  |morc  thaa 
hole  of  England,  a  part  of  the  adminiftrative 
lierarchy  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  which  i$^^^ 
livided  into  counties  and  hundreds*  Each 
lundred  has  its  own  officers  chofen  by  itfelf. 
\  proportion  of  the  national  taxes  and  the 
rounty  rates  is  levied  upon  each  hundred^ 
uid  that  fum,  added  to  the  expences  of  the 
)fficers  of  the  hundred,  is  defrayed  by  an 
liTeiTment  upon  each  individual.  Some 
:ities  obtain  from  the  afTembly  the  title  of 
lundred,  and  have  a  magiftracy  of  their 
)wn :  the  jurifdiftion  of  cities  however  is 
lot  confined  witjhin  the  limits  of  their  own 
vails,  as  in  Europe,  but  rather  refembles 
hat  of  the  prefent  municipalities  of  France, 
attending,  according  to  circumflances,  to  a 
;rcatcr  or  lefs  diftance. 

Wilmington,  though  not  the  capital  of 
be  ftate  of  Delaware,  or  of  the  county  of 
lewcaftle  in  which  it  is  fituated,  is  the 
3oft  populous  city  in  that  ftate.  The  po» 
alation  is  eftimated  at  about  four  thoufand 
vc  hundred  inhabitants,  exclufive  of  the 
reach,  who  have  arrived  from  the  different 

iflands 
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jflandsy  and  have  increafed  the  popul; 
within  thefe  three  years  by  three  or 
hundred.  Wilmington,  like  Philadel 
and  n>any  other  towns  in  America,  doc 
cover  all  the  ground  marked  out  for  it 
houfes,  though  almoft  all  built  in  ftrect 
not  join  each  other ;  on  the  contrary, 
are  fields  of  a  confiderable  fize  bcl 
fcveral  of  them.  They  are,  in  gci 
handfome  fubftantial  brick  buildings, 
are  almoft  all  of  them  built  in  the  Bi 
ftylc.  The  town  contains  about  four  f( 
miles,  exclufive  of  a  traft  of  land  no 
built  upon. 

BRANDYWINE  MILLS. 

At  the  entrance  of  Wilmington  is  fit) 
Brandywine,  a  place  which  contain! 
greatcft  part  of  the  houfes  belonging  t< 
hundred  of  Brandywine.  This  villag 
rather  this  hundred,  takes  its  name  free 
creek  which  runs  through  it,  and  ^ 
fource  is  forty  miles  from  the  Delawa 
the  mountains  of  Pcnnfylvania.  It  is 
ciently  rapid,  and  contains  water  cnouj 
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turn,   in   its   courfe,   from   fixty   to  eighty 
mills^   almoft   all  of  different   defcriptions^ 
fuch.as  paper,  powder,  tobacco,  fawing,  full- 
ing, and  flour,  mills,  the  latter  of  which  arc 
jmoft  numerous.      The   principal   ones   are 
dGtuated  near  the  bridge  over  the  creek.     All 
the  operations  of  the  mills  are  performed  by 
^water,  from  the  unlading  the  (loops  which 
l>ring  the  corn,  to  the  complete  finifliing  of 
the  flour.     Thus  the  facks  are  hcilled  into 
the  granary,  the  flour  is  fifted,   is  ground, 
^nd  bolted,  without  the  lead  manual  labour. 
The  mills  are  fimilar  to  thofe  at  London 
bridge    in    England,   and  thofe    which   the 
brothers  Perrier  have  conftrufted  at  Paris 
near  the   Gros-caillou.     The   latter  are  firft 
fet  in  motion  by  a  fteam  engine,  but  as  the 
fecondary  motion  is  the  principal,  the  mills 
of  London  and  Paris  give  a  fufficiently  exadt 
idea   of   thefe   of  Brandywine.     There   is, 
however,  in  the  procefs  from  the  grinding 
to  the  bolting,  a  difference  in  favour  of  the 
former.      At   London   and    Paris  the   flour 
when  ground  falls  into  troughs,  and  is  after- 
wards conveyed  by  the  labourer  to  another 
part  of  the  mill,  where  it  is  ipread,  and 

turned 


Jittie  aeraciicu  wm^s^ 
as  to  form  a  fcrew. 
trough,  is  inclined  to 
manlier  that  it  ferve 
flour,  which  would  c 
fell  perpendicularly, 
intervals  if  tt  were 
firople  inclined   plan 
troughs,'  about   thre< 
>  long,  dip3  into  the  I 
flour.     This  chain  1: 
pendicular  wooden  ca 
pivots ;  one  of  whic 
where  the  little  trouj 
the  flour  which  is  d 
other  on  the  fourth 
little  troughs  emptor 
defcend  ■  empty   to  i 
petual  operations. 
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the  centre  of  which  are  fcveral  holes ; 
is  there  fpread  about  by  a  rake  as  large 
the  floor,  the  teeth  of  which  are  fo  placed 

to  condudt  the  flour  towards  the  holes, 
rough  which  it  falls,  cooled,  into  the 
alters.  Thefe  bolters  are  aMb  difFerent 
3m  thofe  ufed  in  France  and  England,  as 
e  ftufF  which  covers  then),  and  through 
hich  the  flour  pafles,  is  a  fine  filk,  very 
>fely  woven.  The  millers  affert,  that  not- 
ithftanding  they  pay  fix  dollars  an  ell  for 
is  ftufF,  it  is  cheaper  than  the  common 
Iting  cloth,  to  which  it  is  likewife  to  be 
cferred  for  giving  a  more  beautiful  co- 
flir  to  the  flour.  Thefe  bolters  will  laft 
e  years  in  conftant  ufc  without  any  re- 
ir:  about  twelve  ells  of  fluff  is  fufficientto 
vcr  them.  Hitherto  the  fluff  has  been 
ought  from  Holland ;  but  a  manufactory 

it  is  about  to  be  eflablilhed  at  Wilming- 
tk."  Each  pair  of  mills  is  furnifhed  with 
I  winged  roller,  its  chain  and  troughs,  its 
dined  circular  floor,  and  its  bolters.  This 
echanifm  for  conveying  the  flour  from  the 
ill-flone  to  the  bolter  was  invented  five 
ars  ago  by  Mr.  Evans  of  Philadelphia, 

who 


Ibmc  i):irt3  of  the  p-i:ic 

however,  fuch  as  the 

heads,  &c.  which  are 

as  in  thofe  of  Europe. 

The  proprietor  of  I 

ticularly  examined  is  i 

of  Tatnall.      His 

l^a,  took  upon  himfe 

ing  me  the  whole  of  it 

about  thirty  >xars  of  a 

chearful,  aftive,  man, 

can  patriot,  he  perfu 

where  is  any  uiiderta 

or  with  fo  much  ingc 

that    the   fpirlt,    invt 

Europe,  are  in  a  ftat 

arc  his  words),  whilft 

full  of  vigour,  is  arrii 
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I  miller;  tbcy  ought  rather  to  excite 
ftire  as  the  ebullitions  of  a  patriotic  cn- 
lafm^  the  indulgence  of  which  is  riot 
ly  to   be  prejudicial  to  him,  as  it  docs 

prevent  him  from  adopting  air  the  good 
mtibns  of  Europe,  by  which  he  may  im- 
ve  his  mill.  The  fame  error,  however, 
ifcoverable  in  almoft  all  the  Americans— 
egiflators  and  magiftrates,  in  whom  it  is 
re  baneful  — as  well  as  in  millers. 
Thomas  Lea  is  a  mofl  candid  and  oblis:- 
■  man  ;  he  anfwered  all  my  queflions  with 
at  politenefs,  and  voluntarily  imparted 
ich  information,  for  which  I  could  not 
^e  taken  the  liberty  to  a(k.  He  is  in 
tnerfliip    with    his   father-in-law :    their 

II  is  not  employed  for  the  public,  but 
'\y  in  their  ovva  private  fervice.  It  is 
!ed  a  flour  manufaftory.  They  purchafe 
ir  corn  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  in  the 
e  of  New- York,  which  is  brought  from 
tice  in  two  of  their  own  (hips ;  they  con- 
t  it  into  flour ;  and  the  fame  floops  carry^ 
back  again  to  Philadelphia,  where  it  is 
1  for  e:iportation.  They  grind  about  one 
ndred  thoufand  bufliels  of  corn  yearly* 
Vol.  II  r.  Kk  The 


manulUt^ory  for  workin 
making  the  barrels.  'I'j 
the  piece  ;  they  can  ear: 
but  board  and  clothe  then 
docs  not  employ  any  negi 
work  with  the  whites ; 
bad  workmen.  The  la 
Delaware  permit  flaver 
as  is  well  known,  do  n 
permiflion. 

Almoil  all  the  labo' 
thefe  mills  are  foreigner 
of  whom  are  Englifli  or 
c<»nplain  of  their  drun 
lence,  and  would  prefer  \ 
induftrious  and  fober*  if 
cured  ;  which  they  very 
com  trade  is  in  a  more 
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5f  a  bufhel  of  wheat,  in  time  of  peace,  is 
tven  fhillings.  In  January  1795  it  rofe 
Tom  ten  to  ten  and  fix  pence,  and  during 
he  eighteen  fucceeding  months,  even  as 
ligh  as  thirteen  or  fourteen  fhillings.  It  has 
ince  'fallen,  but  to  nothing  near  its  former 
evel.  The  bufficl  weighs  fixty  pounds^ 
myjc  bufhels  yield  a  barrel  of  fine  flour,  con- 
aining  a  hundred  and  ninety-fix  pounds,  be- 
ides  three  other  inferior  forts  of  meal.  The 
)rice  of  the  fineft  flour  is  eight  dollars  and  a 
lalf ;  of  the  fecond  quality,  eight  dollars  ;  of 
he  third,  feven  dollars  ;  and  of  the  fourth, 
ive  dollars.  The  bran  is  fold  at  one  eighth 
)f  a  dollar  per  bufliel,  containing  thirty-five 
pounds  :  it  is  fent  to  Philadelphia. 

The  following  is  a  ftatement  of  the  pro- 
luce  of  one  hundred  bufliels  of  wheat  as 
given  me  by  Thomas  Lea : — ^nineteen  bar- 
rels of  fine  flour  ;  two  barrels  of  flour  of  the 
fecond  quality  ;  three  barrels  of  the  third 
quality ;  and  thirty  bufhels  of  bran.  Total  ; 
five  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ten  pounds  : 
ivafte  ninety  pounds. 

The  wheat  of  the  eaftern  part  of  Mary- 
and  produces  tlie  fineft  flour,  on  account  of 

K  k  2  the 


npcnitig-  iiKi-u'"^ 
lawarc  is  nearly  of  tli 
Qf  Maryland.  Large 
com  are  Ukewife  gro 
■which  they  make  brea 
parts  of  the  United  St 
fort  of  bread  ;  in  fon 
feired  without  any  n 
it  is  eftcemed  by  tl 
wholefomc. 

It  is  ufcd  to  fatten 
is  exported  in  great 
Indies.  As  this  gri 
ture  than  other  brea 
kiln  before  it  is  fent 
Bofts  8t  prcfent  five 
fix  pounds,  and  pro< 
flour.  The  procefs 
dnf  from  the  infci 
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three  dollars,  The  bran,  which  is  in  very 
tnall  quantitiec^  is  not  t^ken  from  the  flour» 
riiis  information  I  received  from  the  worthy 
Thomas  Lea.  There  are  eleven  other  milU 
aear  his  j  four  of  them  are  very  large,  the 
:)thers  much  fmaller.  The  ice  in  this  river 
fbmetimes  ftops  the  mills  for  two  months^ 
at  other  times  only  three  weeks,  according 
to  the  fevcrity  of  the  winter.  At  this  timp 
the  millers  fettle  their  yearly  accounts ;  which 
Is  eaiily  done,  as  wherever  their  fadlors  buy 
their  corn  they  pay  for  it  in  ready  money, 
9nd  wherever  they  fell  their  flour  they  are 
paid  for  it  on  delivery  by  a  bill  at  fixty  or 
ninety  days  fight,  which  they  immediately 
diicount  with  the  bank.  During  this  period 
they  employ  no  labourers,  whofe  pay  whilft 
in  employ  is  fo  high  that  they  experience 
no  difficulty  in  fupporting  themlelves  during 
its  fufpenfion  :  in  general,  after  a  few  years* 
icrvicc,  they  are  enabled  to  purchafe  lands  in 
the  newly-inhabited  parts  of  the  country. 

Another  miller,  who  is  like  wife  a  quakcr, 
and  who  has  as  large  a  mill  as  Mr.  Tatnall, 
|ias  eftablifhcd,  about  a  year  fincc,  a  manu* 
f^^ory  for  printing  linens  ;  the  tubs,  prefles, 


th..li;  parts  of  the  pattt 
have  eliapcd  in  tlie  p 
not  be  otherwife  finil 
workmen  are  Englith 
arc  a  dollar  a  day,  \ 
The  work  appeared  t( 
all  the  linens  which 
from  India,  and  are  i 
of  Philadelphia. 

A  cotton  roanufaft' 
at  Wilmington.  T 
workmen  are  alrcad; 
of  the  machinery  for 
is  conftrudlcd  on  A 
eftabliftment  is  car 
richeft  men  in  the 
workmen  is  at  prelc 
more  are  expeSed :  l 
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mikAng  bolting  Jilk.  The  labourers  are  Irifh- 
mea  j  as  well  as  the  proprietor.  This  juanu- 
faftory  employs  at  prefent  only  three  work- 
racrx  :  the  filks  are  made  to  fuit  the  different 
qualities  of  flour. 

Though  this  manufaftory  has  only  been 
eftabliftied  a  year,  it  is  a  profitable  concern, 
and  when  nnore  extensively  known  it  will 
t)e  much  more  fo,  as  thefe  filks  are  cheap- 
er than   thofe  font  from  Holland,  and  lail 
longer,  as  thofe  millers  who  ufe  them  have 
experienced.      In  a  country   like   America 
ivhere  there  are  fo  many  mills,  the  advan»» 
tages  of  thefe  bolters  mull  be  very  great ;  in 
fad:,  almoft  all  the  millers  ufe  them  in  prts^ 
ference  to  linen  cloths  for  bolting,  as  well  as 
Thomas  Lea.     They  are  fo  ufeful,  that  ^ 
a<%of  parliament  ha«  been  made  in  England^ 
-  to  permit  the  importation  of  them  into  that 
-couritry.     The  filk  is  brought  from  Georgia : 
if  the  Americans  would  plant  mulberry  trees, 
fiiul  raife  fi Ik- worms,  this  fpecies  of  manu^ 
fa6lure  woul4  be  a  fource  of  great  riches  tb 

^?  ppuntry  *, 

MR. 

♦  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  rearing  of  filk-worms  can 
fee  profitable  to  America  for  fome  time  to  come,  for  reafon^ 

J^k4  vhich 


the  Ttatc  of  Uclawar 
iniUs  of  difterent  forts. 
vifited  the  paper-mill 
rpe^lable  merchant  at '. 
whom  I  am  intimate 
mill  is  fituated  at  the 
Aud  a  half  from  Wilnn 
matitic  fpot ;  for  the 
to  me  to  convey  the  be 
gloomy,  wild  and  unci 
Such  is  the  iituation 
cially  of  the  proprie 
creek  at  this  place  p: 
high  mountains,  almi 
and  although  fo  much 
number  of  wheels  \ 
breadth  is  about  (ixty 

which  the  author  himfelf  1 
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ixftpcded  by  a  great  number  of  rocks,  fcur  of 
which  appear  above  the  furface.  Parts  t£ 
the  mountains  are  alfo  covered  with  rockB^ 
which  ipring  up  amidft  the  wood*  t  Thcfe 
rocks  are  of  the  (ame  nature  a&  thofe  which 
are  icen  throughout  the  country,  particularly 
about  Chcfter :  they  are  formed  of  a  ftone 
like  that  found  in  the  forcfl  of  Fontainbleau* 
Some  acres  of  land  about  the  houfe  are 
cleared,  and  laid  out  in  meadbws.  The 
houfe  is  iituated  fufficiently  high  to  com* 
maud  a  view  of  the  creek  of  Brand3rwine  for 
five  hundred  fathoms,  whjen  it  is  loik  among 
the  trees,  and  is  again  vifibie  at  the  diftance 
of  three  miles,  where  it  joins  the  river 
Chriftiana,  which  empties  itlelf  Immediately 
into  the  Delaware.  This  view,  which  is 
wild  and  rugged  in  feme  parts,  contrafted 
with  a  pleating  fbftneis  in  others,  muft  be 
ftill  more  pleafing  in  fammer :  it  is,  how- 
ever, inferior  to  thofe  that  are  to  be  leea  ki 
the  Vofges ;  to  fay  nothing  of  thofe  of  the 

Alps. 

The  paper-mill  i%  below  the  houfe. 
There  are  two  warehoufes  adjoining^  where, 
many    labourers  are    conftantly  employed. 


thus  much  of  the  pn 
in  another  manner  b 
Jand.  The  other  pa 
in -the  fame  mannei 
but  the  manufa&ory 
equal  perfeftion.  1 
to  the  mill  as  in  Fra 
leathern  in  the  neij 
population  of  Amerii 
iniuftry.  They  are 
the  moil  populous 
.  hundred  miles  diflar 
- tD 'Wilmington  ;  i 
brought  in  carts  to  I 
creek  ceafes  to  be'  na 
which  leads  to  Wila 
tion  of  rags  in  M 
.  hundred  thoufand  , 
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from   three   to   nine    dollars    the    hundred 

weight,  according  to  the  quality;  the  avc-^ 

rage  price  is  about  four  dollars  and .  a  third« 

"The  rags  are  divided  into  nine  different  fortS 

at    the   manufadory,    of  which   are    made 

various  papers,  from  vellum  to  coarfe  brown. 

The  vellum  letter-paper  is  fold  for  four  dol* 

Jars  a  ream ;  it  is  neither  fb  white  nor  fb 

.well  moulded  as  the  fine  European  vellum 

jDaper;  it  is,  however,  a  beautiful  and  good 

paper. 

The  large  paper  for  merchants'  accouut 
books,  though  not  vellum^  fells  as  high  as 
thirteen  dollars  a  ream.  Mr,  Gilpin's  part- 
ner, Mr.  Gifin^  who  was  fb  polite  as  to  (how 
me  the  manufactory,  is  an  Irifliman, ,  and 
fuperintends  the  bufinefs  himfelf,  being  well 
acquainted  with  the  whole  proccfs.  The 
jnill  employs  conftantly  twent}»fix  or 
twcnty-feven  hands,  >Seven  of  the  bed: 
workmen  are  eniplpyed  at  thp  vat,  and  the 
»ould ;  their  pay  is  from  four  -to.  feven  dol- 
lars a  week.  They  are  all  Irilhmcn.  The 
other  inferior  workmen  eara  three. dollars, 
.  ^nd  the  women  Q\\t,  dollar,  a  week.  Not-* 
withftemdipg  there  ?re  jive  other  paper  niills 
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in  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  and  from  eigb^ty 
to  ninety  in  the  province  of  Pehnfyh'ania; 
yet  Mn  Gifin  affured  me  there  was  not  mvm^ch 
difficulty  in  procuring  workmen ;  though     an 
Iriihman  himfelf^  he  complains  as  muchu  of 
a  want  of  fobriety  in  his  countrymen  as   tAe 
millers  of  Brandywine,     This  manufaftor^ 
5s»  no  doubt,  very  lucrative,  as  Mr.  G\]pL  ^ 
intends   to  build   a   new   paper-mill  abov::^^ 
three   hundred   fathoms    below   the   othe 
The  paper  manufaftured  here  is  fent  in  grca 
tjuantities  to  Philadelphia,   and  retailed 
the  merchants  there.     The  fmall  mills  di 
'pofc  of  their  paper  in  another  manner ;  the 
fend  h  to  Philadelphia  in  carts,  and  fell  i 
abput  the  ftreets  in  quires  or  reams, 

DOCTOR  WARTON,  AND  HIS  FARM. 

From  the  mill  I  croffed  the  river  and  the 
woods  to  dine  with  Doftor  Warlon,  who 
refides  about  a  mile  from  Wilmington,  tn 
the  road  to  Philadelphia.  The  moft.  com^ 
•  mon  trees  in  thefe  woods  are  the  dak,  the 
chefnxrt,  and  the  hiccofy.  Cedars  known  i^ 
Europc^  by  the  n^mq  of  Vifginilitt  Wc  like* 
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i^iie  found  in  abundaiKe ;  al(b  Scotch  pine 

«reeS)  Lord's  pines,   and   firs.     The  cedar 

^vood   is  commonly  ufed  for  lupportcrs  ta 

^he  rails  with  which^  the  fields  are  encloied^ 

TThc  houfes  are  alfo  covered  with  planks  of 

^edar.     Doftor  Warton,  who  was  educated 

'^with  the  jefuits  of  St,  Omer  in  France^  but 

lias  fince  become  a  minifler  of  the  Engliih 

church,  is  a  very  worthy  man.     He  ipent 

fome  years  in   England,   from    whence   he 

brought  much  agricultural  knowledge^  with 

a  fmall  mixture  of  prejudice.     He   fpcaks 

French,  he  is  very  obliging,  and  is  much 

cfteemed  by  his  neighbours.     He  occupies  a 

farm,  which  he  has  taken  for  fifteen  years^ 

ten  of  which  are  unexpired. 

There  were  eight  of  us  at  dinner :  every 
thing  which  we  ufed  was  the  produce  of  his 
own  farm;  even  the  table  cloth,  which  was 
fabricated  of  the  flax  grown  on  his  own 
grounds,  and  the  table,  which  was  made  of 
*  very  beautiful  wood,  cut  on  his  own  eftatc, 
as  fmooth  and  as  finely  veined  as  mahogany. 
I  obtained  the  greater  part  of  my  agricul- 
tural information  of  this  country  from  DoSor 
Warton.     He  rents  a  farm  of  one  hundred 

and 
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and  fifty  acres  at  two  hundred  and  ten  dol-« 
lars ;  he  lets  off  fifty  acres  at  one  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars,  and  thus  retains  the  reft 
himfelf  at  eighty  dollars.  He  informed  me 
that  he  had  gained  this  year  fcven  hundred 
and  forty-fix  dollars,  including  thofe  articles 
which  he  had  ufcd,  and  which  he  mufl: 
otherwife  have  bought.  He  has  four  oxen, 
which  are  fufiicient  for  the  whole  work  of 
the  farm.  He  has  alfo  eight  cows,  and  two 
horlcs  for  his  carriasje.  Three  neo:roes  ar 
conftantly  employed  in  his  farm  and  ilables. 
He  docs  not  hire  additional  labourers  abovd 
twenty-five  days  in  the  year.  He  has  fou 
ncgrelfes,  two  of  whom  are  employed  in  t 
houfe,  the  other  two  fpin,  make  linen  ai 
cloth,  and  work  in  the  field  when  it  is  n 
ceflary.  The  negroes  and  negreffes  er  —a 
bread  made  of  Indian  corn;  at  noon  th^  cj 
are  allowed  fomc  meat ;  but  on  the  whczzz^ic 

receive  lefs  nourifhment  than  would  be  i ^e* 

quifite  for  white  people  in  this  country ;  a     nd 
are   therefore    maintained    much    chea|>-cr. 
The  dodor  fays  that  he  is  as  well  fatisfierf 
with  their  work  as  he  could  be  with  thar  of 
the  whites  which  are  to  be  found  here.     He 

dungs       , 
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dungs  his  lands  tolerably  wcU  with  about  two 
hundred  fmall  cart  loads  of  dung  obtained 
yearly  from  his  own  cattle.     He  dungs  his 
grounds  in  general  before  Ifc  fows  maize; 
which  he  fows  in  trenches  eight  feet  diftant 
one  way,  and  one  foot  the  other,  contrary  to 
the  general  praftice  of  the  country.     He  alfo 
turns  up  the  larger  intervals  with  the  plough, 
and  the  fmallcr  with  the  hoe :    the    latter 
work  is  done  by    the   negrefles.      He   fre- 
quently fows  maize  two  fdlowing   years: 
after  the  maize,  corn,  and  clover  after  the 
corn,  in  the  fpring.     The  clover  remains  for 
two,  three,  or  even  four,  years  :  after  clover 
he  fows    maize  again,  and  fo   on   in  fuc- 
ceflion.     This  is  his  general  praftice,  though 
it  is  ibmetimes  varied. 

The  neighbouring  farmers  do  not  follow 
as  regular  a  l)ilcm  as  Do6ior  Warton,  the 
fcarcity  of  labourers  being  a  great  obftacle 
to  the  eftablifhment  of  a  good  lyftem  of  agrbi 
culture  in  this  country,  where  its  true  prin- 
ciples are  unknown.  The  farms  are  ih  ge^ 
neral  fmall  and  ill-cultivated ;  they  receive^' 
little  or  no  manure,  and  are  in  every  refpcSt 
badly  managed.  Some  Engliih  farm'ers  have 
/^  recaitly 


•■  -f-t-^^ 
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recently  fettled  in  this  neighbourhood,,  and 
have  taken  farms  upon  long  leafes.  They 
will  doubtlefs  make  confiderablc  improve- 
ments in  agriculture*  Within  thefe  t\v6 
years  feveral  pcrfons  have  collefted  the 
weeds  from  the  creeks  which  flow  through 
their  land,  have  mixed  them  with  duDg» 
and  thus  make  a  manure,  which,  though 
they  do  not  allow  it  fufficient  time  to  rot 
before  they  ufe  it,  confiderably  improves  the 
land.  Turnips,  carrots,  and  cabbages,  are 
grown  only  in  gardens,  merely  for  th< 
kitchen. 

Dodlor  Warton,  who  underftands  the  cul-^ 
tivation  and  management  of  maize,  prefers 
it  to  the  above  articles,  as  a  more  certain 
produce  ;  the  leaves,  green  or  dry,  arc  fodder 
fpr  the  cattle,  and   the  corn  when  ground 
into  flour  is,  he  fays,  more  fattening  than 
any  other  food.     This  opinion,  however,  is 
not  fbunded  upon  experience  and  compari« 
fon,  but  rather  appears  to  be  the  offspring  of 
a  prejudice  for  a  particular  fyflem  of  agri*- 
culture,  and  the  natural  indolence  of  -a  man 
ill-difpofed  to  alterations.     I  conceive  it  is 
Icory  caly  to  prove,  that  a  more  Ikilful  lyftem 

would 


VfJcwld  yield  imofe  duog,  and' wptUd : be.  more, 
produ&ive^  without  apy  additional,  .labour. 

Eight' hundred Jperchcs  fqijare   of  maize 
produce  a  ton-  weight  of  leaves,.  ;^nd  ttwo 
ton  of  tops.    Evei^y  hundred  perchej  fquape^, 
apt:  dUagcd,  yields  from  twedvc;  tq  eighteea 
buflgiejs  of  grain;,  if. well  dungfid^  it  yields, 
thirjty.five  r  I  fpeak;  pf  tjiis  part.of  thp.  country, 
and  of  thofe  farms  which  are  geperallyjCul- 
tivated   iti   this  manner,  efpeciajly »  th^t  of 
Doftbr  Warton.      He   plants  potatoes  be-, 
twecn  the  rows::of;raaizc,:  al>d  gathers  by 
this.meaiis  two  hundred  bufliels  :    they ; ^are 
ufiially  ibid  at  thicA  fbilUngs  $kiid ;  fv^  p^nc^e 
jfcr  bufhel,  but  this  year  fetched  from  fiv^ 
ihillings  to  five  (hillings  and  fix  pence.     He 
fattens  yearly  from  ten  to  twelve  oxen  for 
iale.     As  he  brews  his  own  beer,  makes  his 
own  cider,  and  manufadures  his  own  linen, 
one  part  of  his  farm  is  fown  with  flax,  othei;s 
arc  planted  with  hops,  and  others  with  apple 
trees. 

Such  is  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  and  (b 

much  do  the  farmers  pride  themfeives  upon 

its  proferVation,  that  they  will  not  purchaie 

any  thing  for  the  ufe  of  their  families,  which 

Vol.  III.  LI  they 
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they  can  make  themfelves.     Pride  is  the  beit 
colour  which  they  can  give  to  the  impofl 
fibility  of  doing   othcrwife  ;    on   any  other 
ground  the  fpeculation  is  a  bad  one,  as  by 
multiplying   in   this   manner    their    planta- 
tions^  and  the  labours  of  the  houfekold,  the 
divided  profits  are  confequently  fmaller,  and 
their  average  lefs  advantageous.     Time  will 
reftify  this  prejudice. 

The  (heep  of  this  country  produce  good 
wool,  fine  and  fhort,  but  the  fleece  feldonur:^-(] 
weighs  more  than  three  pounds  :  it  is  worth  2^  3 
dollar  arid  a  half.  The  iheep  have  long  Iegs^^-^ 
and  very  large  bones.  The  breed  might  b» 
much  improved  by  a  little  attention,  of  whic' 
it  is  well  defervinsf. 

Some  proprietors,  who  do  not  tenant  the.^^ieir 
own  farms,  let  them  for  a  (hare  of  the  pr»-=^FO« 
duce.     The  ufual  method  is  to  let  them  f^^for 
half  the  profits,  if  the  farmer  and  propriets*   for 
furnifli  jointly  the  cattle  and  feed ;  or  foc^^Kr  a 
third,  if  no  flock  is  advanced.       This  p:    -^ro^ 
portion    fometimes  varies  according  to  ^     the 
value  of  the  ground,  or  the  addrefs  of       the 
proprietor  or  farmer.      Do<Slor  Warton    oAw 
ferved,  that  at  Wilmington  any  man,   ^^^ 

knofrs 
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kncms  how  to  purchafe,  might  make  fix  per 
cent' ill  cafh  of  his  capital,  by  letting. his  lands 
as  fobri  as- he  buys  them.  The  .cattle  are 
very,  fbon  fattened  with  the  maize  flour; 
from  eight  to  ten  bulhels  are  fufficient  to 
fatten  an  ox.  .  liaw  a  pig  at  one- of  the  mills 
pa  the  Brandywioe,  which- the  mrller  aflured 
me  was  of  an  ordinary  breed,  and  whjx:h 
was  fed  entirely  upon  maize,  that  weighed 
feven  hundred  weight.  ;      • 

The  land  near  the  Delaware  confifts  of 
rich  meadows,  with  a  good  foil  to  the  depth 
of  thirty  feet  ;..it  lets  as  high  as.  fix  dollars 
and  a  half  per  acre,  and  fells  as  high  as  one 
hundred  and  fixty  dollars  per  acre.      ■  • 

The  hay  is  depofitcd  in  barns.  The  far- 
mers are  ignorant  of  the  method  of  makiii^ 
Hacks,  they  therefore  fay  that  the  rain  pene* 
trates  them  and  fpoils  the  hay ;  though  lcf9 
rain  falls  here,  even  including  the  fno\y,  thaa 
in  any  part  of  England.  Sonoe  farmers^ 
however,  heap  up  their  crops  into  \e;ry  im- 
pcrfeft  flacks,  by  which  means  they  are 
certainly  often  fpoiled.  Such  is  the  fubflance 
of  the  information  which  1  obtained  from 
Do6tor  Warton.     The  details  which  1  have 

L  1  2  entered 
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entered  iuto  relative  to  the  ftate  of  manufkc^ 
ture  and  agriculture  are  not  intereftiog  of 
themfelves  to  an  European,,  yet,  coniidering. 
tfaem  as  connedledwith  the  ftate  of  popula- 
tion, civilization,  and  all  the  other  circum- 
ftances  of  this  country,,  and  as  afibrdtag  a 
comparifon  with  the  old  world,  they  poffibly 
will  not  bc^  found  uninterefting. 

BRANDYWINE-RIVER,    AND   WIL- 
MINGTON. 

I   have  already  noticed  Bmndywine;  itsi 
fituation    is   delightful.      There   are    abc^ut 
fifty  houfes  built  near  the  river,  which  ruiHef 
rapidly  over  large  fragments  of  rock ;  amd 
fwelling  into  many  chaiuiels  turns  mills  of  ail 
defcriptions  in  every  direftion..    The  banl^ 
of  this   river,    both  above   and   below   the 
irillage,   chiefly  laid  out  in    meadows,   and 
Qovered  with  cattle ^  a  bridge^  over  which 
travellers  are  conftantly  pafling;    the  con- 
tinual buftle    of    the   manufafiories,    with 
houfes  of  various  forms  and  materials,  built  on 
difiercnt  parts  of  two  hills,  which  bound  the 
river  ;r-render  this  view  extremely  pleaiant. 

The 
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The  port  of  Wilmington  is  upon  the 
Chriftiana :  there  are  three  or  four  veflcls 
.built  there  .  every  year,  erfher  for  fale  or 
for  the  trade  that  i$  carried  on  there,  which 
employs  twelve  o^-.  thirteen  jDhipai,of  various 
iizes.  This  popt  is  two  miles  from  the  De.- 
3aw:are.  Several' flopps  are  conftantly  cm- 
j^loyed  in  the  coafliug  trade  cpxfied  on  wit^ 
Philadelphia. 

■Wilmington  market  is  fqpj)U(ej4/with  prp- 
tiriiions  from  the.  neighbourhood;  It  is  held 
XVflot  a-week^  itris  lefs  than  that  at  Philad^l- 
phia^  which  it  risfembles  iq  its  j^i^rket^place, 
in  the  mature  of  itSTeguktipng^i^^nd  in  the 
Species  of  provifions  ibid  there..  £very  ne- 
iceflkry  is  to  .be  procured  there,  and  4)0- where 
elfc  in  this  part  of  the  country •   .... 

^Freedom  of  religion  is  ajs  v^r^ifaincd  in 
the.  ftate  of  Delaware  as  in  thstt  of  PcanfyJ- 
vania.  The  expeitces  of  pu^i^  v^o^fliip  are 
paid:  by  thofe  wlfto  approve  it.  The  letting 
of  pews  is  one  principal  fourcciof  the  church 
revenue,  and,  with  fojiie  donations  of  land  by 
individuals^  is.fuificient  to;  defray  all  ex- 
pences,  including  the  minafter's  falary^  The 
j^rc&ytcrians  are  the  moft  :mi(9^rQus  fedl^ 

V\  3  and 
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and  next  to  them,  the  quakers :  the  wifdom 
of  the  latter,  who  being  the  richeft  have  the 
moft  influence,  oppofed  the  eftablifliment  of 
a  democratic  fbciety  at  Wilmington.  There 
is  one,  however,  at  Newciftle,  chiefly  com- 
pofed  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wilmington. 

This  town  is  at  prcfentthe  afylum  ofabotit 
4brty  families  from  the  colonies  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, moft  of  whom  have  faved  fomcthing 
"from 'the '\^feck  of  their  fortunes,  but  whonu^ 
misfortune  has  not  inftru6ted  either  in  politi 
or  domcftic  oeconomv.     On   their  arrival 
fubfcription  was  opened  for  the  moft  needy  < 
them,    and  a  confiderable  fum    was  raift 
when  it  was  difcovered  by  the  complaints   ^( 
thofe  whofe^diftfeflcs  entitled  thetfi  to  rcJi^/' 
that  fome  men  known  to  be  in  good  circum* 
ftances  had  applied  for  a  (hare.     The  eyes  of 
the  fubfcribers  being  thus  opened,  the  fub- 
fcriptiftrt  wai  ftopped  and  the  French  name 
diigraced.     General  DikrsbN,  a  rich  inha- 
bitant of*  Wilmington,  formerly  governor  of 
Penn(ylvahia^'  d'epofitcd  four  hundred  dollars 
with  Mr.  Thoufard^  to'  be  diftributcd  among 
the  moft  needy  of  the  fufFerers.     It  could 
•not  have  been  placed  in  better  hands;  not- 
^  withftanding 
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^withftanding  which,  jealouiy  excited  ibme 
.i4iij.ull  murmurs  againft  him,  w-hich  though 
^o^tie4  wUh  CQntetnpt  by  himfqlf,  have  not 
failed  to  promote,  fome  fcandaL.  Several  of 
the^St:  DomingQ  fao^ilies  who  have  preferved 
J^^^fs^ftunes,  think  that  ]^r.  Dikifon  is  not 
fyfRcicmly  generous ;  yet  will  not  themfelyes 

•give  one  farthing  to  their, diftrcffed, country- 

■ 

r  Among  thofe  who  have  efcapcdtbedifafters 
of  St,  Domingo,  there  are  fome,  who^  revolt- 
iifg;  at  the  idea,  of  receiving  gratuitous,  aid, 
labour  with  great  induftry  to  qbtain  a  bare 
fubfiftence:  but  it  mud  be  confefled,  that 
slv^oi)^  all  thcfe  belong  to  Old  France,  and 
Jif^ve  n.ot  long  iet^led  in  the  colony.  The 
nepeifaries  of  life  are  cheaper  by  two  fifths 
at  Wilmington  than  at  Phil^dejiphia:  a  fa^ 
mily  may  live  here  very  well  upon  eight 
hundred  dollars  a  ,ye?ir.  The  plots  of  ground 
allotted  for  building  hoxifcs  containnearly  two 
acres:  and  let  at  from  four. to  fix  iJ^llars  .a 
year.  With  a  little  dunging  they  will  pro- 
duce forty  hundred  weight  ©f  hay  in  two 
crops.  The  cows  are  turned  in  after  the  fe- 
cond  crop  till  winter.     In  fummcr  they  are 

X>  1  4  driven 


•  l 
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drivten   on   the  road-fide   to  jgraze,  ind' 
fetched  home   tWice  a  day  to  be   miikec:^ 

f 

The  breed  of  cattle,  although  not  fo  fine  aB5 
that  of  'New-England,  is  good  and  large  ; 
but  ratbler  too  long  in  the  body  and  Icgst^i 
little  care  would  perfeft  the  breed,  aiid  nen* 
der  the  cittle  of  a  fhape  and  fize  proper  for 
fattening.     The  poor-houfc  of  Wilmington 
is  built  on  in  eminence  ;  it  is  a  very-laiige 
and  handfomeVfauilding:  "the  poor    of  the 
county  of  Newcaftle  only  are  received  there  j 
who  are  extremely  welljtreated.     According 
to   a   moderafri  calculation  the*  nurnbcr  of 
poor  conftahtly  maintained  there  amounts  to 
lixty.     The  expehces  of  the  houfe  are  cftf- 
mated*  at  about   fix   thoufand  dollars;    the 
exptnceof  each  pauper  is  confequendyonc 
hundred   dollars:    upon  one  half  of  which 
fum  he  might  fupport  hrmfclf.      In  almoA 
every"pirt  of  Enghndyas  well  as  of  America, 
the  poor-houfts  are  an  objeft  of  pride  and^ 
oftentatlon  to  the  people.      Th6y  doubdefs^ 
relieve  the  oveVfcers  of  the  poor  from  nrracb^ 
of  that  trouble  which  they  would  otherwife 
have  in  diftributing  relief  with  joftice  antf 
difcrction  to  the  poor  at  their  otvn  homes. 

Yet 
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Yet  thcfc  xftablifhmenta  'by  no  means  con* 
fhttitc  the^beft  method  jof  afliftbg  the  poor> 
-.whether  tlhejjrrare  cotxfidcrod  ia  a  ^p^itic^L  or 
mbtdl  point  of  .view:;  or  as  thej  xefpeift  the 
piiiicipies  of  oecoQomy  or  real  benevolence* 
' '  The.  boimdaries  bf^cftates  in  this  fmall 
'Oate  afi^  perhaps  (he  iburce  of  more;  law-fuits 
than  any- where  elfe,  as  irithe  lands  formerly 
^iven  to  the  Pfenn  family j- and  to  I>ord  JBalti* 
•more  i  the  boundaries;  M^  not  precifely  af- 
certained,  nor  are  the  •  daedis '  of.  jg^t  clearly 
t^worde^^  i '    .  *  •  ^ l^-c 7    i    '    .  j 

-MF.yining  informed  nie,  that  his  feat  in 
fCongrefe  deprives  him  of  at.  Jeaft':  three 
-thou£md  4}allars^  wi^ich  the  might  gain  by 
his  profeffloh  •  as  an  advocate^  notwithftand- 
ing  ht  Undertakes  fpme  bufinefs  even  during  ] 
the  fittiflg  of  Congre&>  -which  the  vicinity. of 
Philadqlphia  enaU^'ihim'  to  traniaufl  with 

'•  The  advatitageo\)s  fituation  of  the  ftate  of 
.  Delaware  ■  for  commerce,  agriculture,  and 
matiufadtures^  (mgl^t  ^  naturaliy  b  iiicreate 
its  poptilation;  Half  the  ground  ikowever  is 
'tiot  yat  cleared :  four^ifths  of  thd  county  of 
^(TeX)  the  moft  foutherh  of  the  three,  remains 

.   yet 
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yet  uncleared.     Thd  woods  arc  certainly  ii 

ibme  places  filled  with  water,  but  with  httL 

paiiis  and  expence  nearly  the  whole  of  the(c 

grounds   might    be  drained,    and  doubtlefi^^ftfe 

Would  be  very  productive  ;  as  all  tbofe  thats*  .MExt 

have  been  drained  yield  great  crops,.    Thes^^e 

want,  of  hands  is  an  obflagle  which  preveats^K^rs 

'any  attempts  of  this  nature  in  this  couutry^^  -y 

of  jQavery  ;  and  induces  ai  number  of  pro-—* 

-prietors  of  woods  to  believe  that  their  grounc> 

ii  more  profitable  to  them  in  its  prefent  ftate^2^:e. 

They  ft  rip  their  woods  to  fupply  Philadelphia 

and  as  there  are  in  (his  fpot  many  pine-tn 

:9nd  cedars,  they  fell  them  at.  aJargc:profil 

cfpecially  as  they  have  the  advantage,  of  coi 

-veying  them  by  water,     Mr.  Well,  mcml 

of  the  legiflature,'  and  proprietor  of  twenMVjr 

thoufand  acres  oiwgod  on  the.  borders  ^c^£ 

the/county  of  Suflcx,  boafted  in  my  pre(en< 

of  the  revenue  arifmg  from  his  eftate,  whie/K. 

'is  about '  five  thoufand  four  hundred  dollars 

fa  year.    '  Of  thefe  twenty  thowfand  acres, 

•only  ten  thoufand.  are  plante4'  .with  cedars. 

I  demonftrated   to.  him,  that  allowing  all 

\this*  profit   to   arife  entirely  from   the  t?n 

thoufand  acres  of  cedars^  even  in  that  cafe, 
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each  acre  is  worth  only  half  a  dollar  a  yisar  ; 
which  is  nearly  the  fame  value  to  which  the 
lalt-tax,  and  the  uncultivated  ftate  of  the 
land,  reduced  feveral  of  the  forefts  of-  Lor- 
raine  about  ten  years  ago;  He  was  ftruck 
with  the  calculation^  which  he  could  notcon- 
tradift  ;•  but  as  his  neighbours  do  not  draw  fo 
touch  wealth  from  their  woods  as  he  docs 
from  his,  he  is  fatisfied  with  that  difference. 
In  every  fenfe  this  fyftein  is  pernicious;  it 
deftroys*  the  growth  of  the  woods,  and  it 
would  reduce  this  rtiodeilate  income  in  the 
courfe  of  ferty  or  fifty  years  to  nothing,  if  it 
Were  wot-  to  be  fiipp6fed,  that  before  that 
period  the  population  of  the  ftate  will  in- 
creafe,  the  proprietors  grow  wifer,  and  cul- 
tivation in  confequeuce  become  more  general* 
Within  thefe  fifteen  months  a  bank  has 
been  eftabliflied  at  Wilmington,  and  incor-- 
poftited  by  an  a6t  of  the  legiflatore  of  the 
flfate;  The  capital  is  two  hundred  thoufalird 
-dollars,  in  one  thoufand  (hares  of  two  hundred 
-dollars. each.  The  legiflature  has  referved 
the  ppwer  of  adding,  two  hundred  and  iifty 
'fhares  more;  This  bank  appears  to  be  of  no 
r^al  utility,  at  lead  there  is  no  apparent  ne-^ 

ccffity 


iiSA  T^HVELS  THROXTt^K 

iCcfljty  for  it— ^xcqpt  to  the  Brandywine  m 
Icrs— -the  flour-trade  being  the  only  brancIsiS  ^h 
of  commerce  that  k  -carried  on  to  any  ex —  z- 
tent  in  this  flate.  It  wilU  however,  hav^^^e 
the  fame  effedts  as  all  the  fnciall  banks  .^piscc 
eflaUifhed  on  the  continent ;— it  wiU  incfcafeS"^(^ 
the  means  of  fpeculating  Aock^jobbers  anc^^d 
adventurers;  and  will  iboeier  or  later«  lik»^.^c 
inoft  others,  prove  pernicious  to  the  cauie 
ixioralky.,  and  deftrudtive  to  thofe  whofe  {\ 
culations  are  at  prefent  aided  by  its  di&oun**  ,^ts 
and  the  paper-money  which  it  iffues.:  * 
dividend  on  the  two  laft  half  years  was  f: 
per  cent,  that  is  to  fay»  twelve  per  cent 
annum :  this  was  the  firA  dividead  made. 

STATE  OF  DELAWARE,  ITS  CONSTITU=^- 

TION  AND  LAWS. 


:  The  ft  ate  of  Delaware  is  the  finalleft  of 
^1  the  United  States,  as  its  greateft  length 
is  only  ninety-two  miles,  and  breadth  from 
thirteen  to  thirty  miles :  it  was.  colonized  in 
2628  by  the  Swedes,  and  formed  part  of 
New-Sweden,  which  is  now  called  New* 
Jerfey«    The  Dutch  took  it  io  1650.    After 

It 
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k  was  conquered  by  the  Duke  of  York,  in 
J  683,  he  fold  to  William  Penn,  founder  of 
Pennfylvania,  the  town  of  Newcaftle,  and 
twelve  miles  of  the  furrounding  country. 
William  Fenn  afterward  added  to  this  the 
country  which  extends  as  lar  as  Cape  Henhpen. 
It  was  then  divided,  as  it  is  at  prefent,  into 
three  counties  ;  Newcaftle,.  Kent,  and  Suifex  i 
and  became  part  of  Pennfylvania.  In  1701 
William  Penn  ceded  them  to  Edward  ^Mf^ 
perij  Pbineas  PembletoBj  Samuel  Carpenter^ 
Griffiths  Owen,  CaleS  Pidfey^  and  Thomas  Story y. 
who  of  courfe  became  the  proprietors  r 
when,  however,  this  part  of  the  country,: 
though  under  the  governor  of  Pcnnfylvania,, 
obtained  the  privilege  of  a  feparate  affembly^ 
k  took  the  name  of  the  three  counties  of  the 
Delaware.  When  the  troubles  m  America: 
broke  out,,  the  three  counties  of  the  Dela- 
ware feparated  themfclves  entirely  from  the 
ftate  of  Pcnnfylvania,  and  affumed  the  name 
of  the  ftate  of  the  Delaware.  It  was  only 
ia  1770  that  the  limits  of  the  ftates  of  Dela- 
ware and  MarylaiKl  were  finally  fettled  by 
the  proprietors  of  the  Delaware,  and  Lord 
Baltimore   proprietor   of  Maryland ;   whofe 

determinatioa 
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determination  was  not  fandlioned  by  an  a61  of 
legiflature  till  1775. 

The  new  conftitution  of  the  ftate  of  Dela- 
ware was  named  in   177O,  and  revifed    ia 
1790.     It  divides  the  Icgiflative  power  bcr 
tween  two  houfes  of  parliaments     The  houfe 
of  reprefentativcs  is  compofed  of  twenty-one 
members ;  feven  for*  each  county  ;  .who  arc 
elefted  annually.     The_  qualifications  necef- 
lary  for  a  men^ber  are ; — rthat  he   muft  be 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  muft  poflfefs  an  in- 
dependent income,  muft  have  refided  in  the 
ftate  three  years,  and  in  the  county  for  which 
he   is  ele6led^  one   year.     The   number  of 
fenators  is  nine ;  three  for  each  county  :  ibc 
lenators  muft  be  twenty-feven  years  old;  in 
pofleffion  of  an  independent  income,  of  two 
hundred  acres,  or  a  fortune  known  to  amount 
to  one  thoufand  pounds  fterling.     The  fame 
conditions   as   to  refidence  are    required    of 
them  as  of  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  re- 
prefentativcs.    The  fenators  are  eleded  for 
three  years;  one  of  whom  retires  every  year 
by  rotation.     The  quahfications  of  an  cle<5lor 
are,  a  refidence  of  two  years  in  the  county, 
and  the  payment  of  taxes  for  at  leafl  fix 

months* 
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months.  Money-bills  maybe  brought  in  td 
cither  houfe.  A  majority  of  two  thirds  of  thd 
reprcfentatives  may  impeach  any  of  the 
officdrs  of  the  ftate,'  4nd  a  majority  of  two 
thirds  of  the  fenate  may  in  fuch  cafes  pro-^ 
nounce  judgment.  The  general  '.aflembly 
have  the  power  of  increafing  the  number: of 
reprefentatives  and  fenators,  whenever  twd 
thirds  of  each  houfe  agree  that  it  is  neceflaryj 
but  the  number  of  fenators  mud  never  be  leis 
than  one-third  of  the  reprefentatives,  tior 
greater  than  one-half.  .     j 

The  governor  of  the  ftate  is  cbdlen;by  the 
fame  ele<5tors,  who  choofe  the  fenef^  and 
houfe  of  reprefentatives.  He  is  elected  fdt 
three  years,  and  cannot  be  re-chofcn :  until 
after  the  expiration  of  that  term.  He  has 
the  appointment  of  all  officers  exctpting 
thofe  of  treafurer,  (heriffa^  and  coroners,  who 
are  nominated  by  the  aflertibly.  He  has 
the  privilege  of  pardoning  offences,  except 
where  the  fcntence  has  been  pronounced  in 
confequence  of  impeachment.  He  muft  be 
above  thirty  years  of  age;  muft  have  reiided 
iii  the  United  States  more  than  twelve  years; 
«nd  in^  that  particular  ftate  more  than  fix^ 

He 


TRAVELS  THKOUCiH 


is   affifted   in  bis  government  .by   tht 
eaker  of.  the  {eqate,  or  in  his  abfence  by 
leaker  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatiy^.  .  Xh< 
udicial  power  is  compoied   of  a-CQijrt.. 
chancery,  and  feveral  inferior  tribunals.. 

The  judges   arQ  nominated   by   the  gczi^x 
Ternor^  and  retain  their  places  during  gocd^Mj 
behaviour  :  they  are  fubjefl  to  impeachmeu.^^j 
whenever  two  thirds  of  the  houle  of  rcpr  "ras-e 
fentatives  and  two  thirds  of  the  lenatc  dee^^^ 
it  uecefTary,  agreeable  to  ^the  forms  ^\rea^^Jy 
noticed.     In  cafes  where  there  is  not  fufc— ff^ 
cient  grounds  for  an  impeachment^  the  ^^d- 
vernor  may  difplace  them  on  the  reprefer^Ms- 
non  of  two  thirds  of  each  houfc.   The  jufL  mccs 
of  the  peace  are  appointed  by  the  goves-iicf 
for  {even  years.      The  legiflative  airemblyia 
the    ftate    of    the    Delaware    vote  for   the 
eledtion  of  prefident  and   vice-prefideut  of 
the  United  States. 

The  population  of  the  {late  of  Delaware 
was  e{limated  in  the  year  l  rgo  at  only  fift^ 
thoufand    and    ninety-four,  inhabitants, 
which  number  eight  tlioufand  eight  bund' 
and  eighty-feven  were  {laves ;  and  in  r 
fequence  the  itate  fends  but  one  memb 
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dbf  Congrefi  of  .the,  Ujiited .  States*  There 
is  OQ  doubt  biit  ,stt  the  next  uumeratioA  there 
will  be  more  than  a  fufficient  numb^  /Of  in- 
■habitants  to  entitle  it  to  -fend  two  menabers 
to  Cqngrefs.        .  . 

The  militia  of  the  iblte  is  formed  of  oae 
hrigade  from  each  county:  each  brigade  is 
compofed  of  three  regiments*  The  Pre(by- 
Iqriaus  are  the  mofl  numerous  and  powerful 
^dt  in  the  llate :  they  have  twenty-four 
churches.  Toe  Epifcopalians  have  fourteen  ^ 
t\ic  Anabaptifls  feven  :  befides  which,  there 
jirp  a  great  number  of  Quakers  and  Me* 
thodifls  throughout  the  country,  eipecially  in 
the  oounties  of  Kent  and  SufTex.  The  ex« 
ports  of  the  ilate  of  Delaware  amounted  in 
1(701  to  the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  ninety 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  feventy-cight 
dollars — in  1792,  to  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  thoufaod  nine  hundred  and  ieventy-* 
two — in  1.793,  to  ninety-three  thoufand  five 
hijndred.and  fifty-nine-^in  I79^*f  to  two 
hundred  a^d  {even  thouiand  nine  hundred 
apd  eighty-fiv.e — in  1/95,  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  thoufand  and  forty-one— rand 
in  17069  to  two  hundred  and  one  tl^ouiand 
.   Vol.  III.  M  m  one 
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one  hundred  and   forty-two  dollars.     T&e 
commerce  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware  is  chiefly 
in  corn  and  wood.     The  only  cuftom-houft 
in  this  diftrift  is  at  Wilmington.  The  greateft 
part  of  the  flour  made  there  is  bought  by  the 
merchants  of  Philadelphia,  for  exportation. 
The  taxes  in  the  (late  of  Delaware  have 
hitherto  been  rather  improperly  levied.    The 
total  amount   of  the  fum   neceffary  for  th^ . 
exigencies   of  the   Hate   was    divided   into, 
twenty-one  parts :  the  county  of  Newcaftic 
paid  eight ;  Kent,  feven ;  and  Suflex,  fix.  The 
counties  are   divided   into  hundreds.    Each 
townfliip  clefted  annually  a  colleftor;  who 
being  furnifhed  with  a  lift  of  perfons  liable 
to  be  taxed,  affefled  them  according  to  the 
vagiifc  eftimation  of  their  incomes,  without 
paying  any  regard  to  the  nature  of  fuch  in- 
comes! '  Uncleared  land,  perfons  under  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  thofe  who  had  juft  finifhed 
an  apprcnticefhip,  and  flaves  who  had  juft 
obtained  their  freedom  were  exempted  from 
taxes.     Poor  people  having  many  children 
were  taxed  in  a  fmallcr  proportion ;  but  their 
incothc^  tvere  always  eftimated  at   twenty 
dollars.    Bachelors,  whether  they  had  or  had 

not 
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hot  Arty  known  property,  were  taxed  ks  hav- 
ihg  ah  income  from  twenty-foiir  to  forty- 
eight  dollars.  A  court  of  appeal,  eld6fcd  for 
three  yedrs,  one-third  of  which  was  changed 
every  year,  decided  upon  the  complaints  of 
Ibch  as  thought  themfelves  furcharsed.  The 
eommiflioners  who  tompofed  this  court  re- 
ceived a  dollar  and  one  third  for  every  day 
on  which  they  were  employed.  The  col^ 
Icftors  received  feveii  iand  'a  half  {Jer  cent  on 
the  fum  dolletfted.  As  the  amount  of  all  the 
ftate  taxeii  for  the  counties  and  hundreds  of 
the  ftate  of  Delaware  did  not  exceed  xm^  or 

r 

two  per  cent  on  the*  fortunes  bf  each  indivi^ 
dual,  no  body  murmtiVed ;  but  this  mode  of 
affeffment  was  not  the  lefs  difgracefuP'to  "a 
free  country,  for  it  was  arbltriry;^  ^'"^  •  '" 

During  the  laft  fcffiohs  the  itfflittifilt^-at^ 
tempted  to  Wipe  away  this  (laki  r'IPwiS'af* 
cordingly  decreed, «« thit  in'fiftu«?  ffii' tfflfeifi 
fbrs  (hcmld  make  otif  a-flidtfenMnt^bf  ^th6 
taxable  property  in -each  imndr^'?  itifil-i^ 
capital  ariiing  from  land  mould  be  e^l'ifiibtisd 
lit  one  hundred  pouhds  value  foP'#Uer^»"<eight 
pounds  of  rent  ^  that -the  capital  aciftUg  froni 

M  m  2  houfes 
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of  eiglit  to  fourteen  }ea 
at  from  twelve  tp  fot 
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"  Xhat:iUvcs  uAfler 
male  B^y fit  i^ye  fort 
above  ^hirtyy^x,  ihouid^b 
portion^ ;  but  the  oa^^,-^ 
always  JQ  proportlofi  fff 
labour.:. ;, 

-^  And,  that  plate  flu 
^bcfhiltMigs  and  ^^.pe 
laiUff  .^t  ail  other  .p< 
ezpce^y:  tempted- from 
alfe^  i^  fffoportipn;  t^ 
iOoasy^:  accordiuj  :to  i 
afld&rs." 
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be  made,  ftili  Icdyea  too  much  to  the  difcre^ 
tiofi  of  the  afTciTors :  it  is  not  yet  ca^r^d  ijito 

The  annual  amount  of  the  taxes  varies 
very  little  in  the  ftate  of  Delaware;  it 
averages  from  thirteen  to  fiftee;i  thoufand 
dollars.  The  ftate  has  no  furplus  treafure^ 
bilt  is  free  from  debt. 

On  the  general  divifion  of  the;  expenceg 

of  the  war,  made  by  the  commiflioners  of 

which  I  have  fo  often  fpoken,  the  ftate  of 

Delaware  was  indebted  to  the  United- Slfttcs 

fix    hundred    and    twelve    thoufand    four 

hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars*     This  fum 

is  much  more  than  they  are  williagox  able  to 

pay ;  in  faft^  this  fpecies  of  debt  will  never  be 

paid  by  any  of  the  ftates  upon  ^hich  it  has 

been  impofed.    The  fmall  extqnt  pf  the  ftate 

of  Delaware  entirely  prevents  it  from  en-*' 

larging  its  refource&;  and  it  has  already  been 

propofcd  by  the  fenateto  unite  it  to  a  part  of^ 

the  ftate  of  Maryland  on  the  eaft  of  the  Che- 

^peak.     This  propofition,  which  has  not  yet 

been  agreed  to  by  th^  houfe  of  reprcfenta-. 

lives,  will  no  doubt  be  obje<Sked  lo  by  the 

A^tc  of  Maryland,  which  will  not  willingly 

M  m  3  diiraembcr 
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A  motion  was  n 
afiembly  this  year,  to 
of  flaves  borft  after 
give  fTeed(»n  to  all  f 
of  twenty-eight,  wh( 
and  that  all.  above 
flaves  for  life.  The 
the  boufe  of  reprefei 
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great  difapprobation 
pe£ted  that  it  will  b 
by  the  fenate  ;  and  tl 
one  condemns  here. 
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The  fmalliiefs  of  the  ftate,  its  vicinity  to 
Philadelphia,  its  fituation  on  the  edge  of  the 
bay,  or  the  river  Delaware,  affords  the  negroes 

•  ■       •  ^ 

very  eafy  means  of  running  away  from  their ' 
mailers;  which  I  am  told  they  very  frequent* 
ly  do. 

The  laws  relative  to  Haves  arc  very  hu- 
mane in  the  ftate  of  Delaware.  Every 
mafter  who  ufcs  hisflaves  cruelly  is  fined, 
and  the  murder  of  a  negro  is  punHhedwith 
death.  If  a  white  man  ftrike  a  negro,  who 
is  not  his  flave^  the  matter  of  that  negro  may 
bring  the  offender  to  juftice,  and  puniih  him 
by  a  fine.  Till  within  thefe  two  years  tbo 
ilaves  were,  for  all  offences,  tried  by  two 
juftices  of  the  peace  and  fix  freeholders  ;  they 
arc  at  prefent  tried  by  the  ordinary  judges, 
and  by  a  jury  if  the  offence  is  capital.  They 
are  in  every  other  refpeft  well  treated,  and 
well  fed.  The  price  of  a  good  negro  is  two 
hundred  and  feventy  dollars. 

The  criminal  law  is  that  of  England,  with  - 
a  very  few  alterations. 

The  feat  of  government  is  at  prefent  at 
Dover,  the  moft  central  town  of  the  fmall 

Mm  4  ftatc 


Englifli  during  the 
houfes  of  this  fiatc, 
and  lent  the  origina 
geucra}  9t  |sr*w-yo 
agreed  that  they  flio 
pf  them  WPf?  Pfcyj 

RQAP  TO  NEW 

.  .  .    ' 

Half  i^  mile.frpi 
the  Chriftiaua,  .la- 
>v,hich,  lipwevefi  < 
cv«ry  day.  The  i 
off  and  placed  bcb 
boat,  the  fide$.of 
high.  Every  thin| 
great  want  of  fon 
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ifioment.  .A  prudent  man  forefees  Htiany 
dangers,  which  the  inhabitants  of  this  cdltntry 
^e  prevented  by^habit'andcarcleffnefs  from 
feeing.  Whenever,  therefore,  an^  accidfent 
happens,  nobody  is  prepared  for  it ;  e'vcry 
Que  is  agitated  and  alarmed,  but  no  remedy 
is  applied.  ... 

The  country  on  this  fide  of  Newcaflflc  is 
^  continued  flat ;  it  is,  however,  better  cut- 
tivated  than  that  on  the  other  fide  of  Wil- 
mington,   The  foil  appears  ta  be  light.   Tile 
land   is   laid  out  in  meadows,  a  'few  com 
fields,  and  feveral  fields  of  maize^  which  arfe 
allenclotedj  there  is  very  little  wood  land, 
^nd  very  few  good  trees.     The  houfes  are 
rather  better  than  the  land  r  fome  of  diem 
jire  very  handfome.     Newcaftle  is  compofcd 
of  leventy  houfes,  fome  of  which  are  of  brick, 
^nd  are  built  adjacent  ;to  each  other:  the 
wide  ftreets  and  the  grafs  plots  give  it  the 
appearance  of  an  Engliih  village.     Being  the 
poanty  towtXf  it  contains  the  feflions-houfe 
jind.  the  prifon.     The  town'  is  built  on  the 
Delaware  ;  it  does  not,  however^    carry  on 
^y  dircfl  foreign /trade,,  but: cohfines  irUHf  to 
•f^e;  coi^fting.^ade.  with  Philadielphia.   '        "" 

Ncwcafllc, 
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Newcaftlc,  when  in  the  poflcflion  of  the 
Swedes,  was  called  New- Stockholm.  When 
the  Dutch  conquered  it,  they  called  it  New- 
Amftcrdam ;  and  when  the  Duke  of  York 
took  poflcflion  of  it  he  gave  it  the  name 
which  it  has  fince  retained.  It  is  the  oldeft 
city  of  this  fl:ate. 

A  fund  having  been  raifed  by  way  of  lot- 
tery, fanftioned  by  the  ftate,  for  the  purpofe 
of  building  quays  at  Newcafl:le,  that  place 
now  affords  £helter  to  veflels  in  the  winter, 
and  begins  to  rife  from  the  ftate  of  decay  intq 
which  it  had  funk. 

Oak  is  fold  at  Newcaftle  for  five  dollars 
a  cord,  and  hiccory  for  nearly  feven  dollars. 
The  population  of  the  county  of  Newcaftlc 
amounts  to  about  eighteen  thoufand  free 
.people,  and  three  thoufand  flaves.  The  fre- 
quent communication  between  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore,  and  the  great  traffic  between 
the  two  cities,  have  occafioned  the  eflablifh* 
ment  of  a  more  fpcedy  means  of  conveyance 
of  goods  and  paffengers,  than  by  the  ordinary 
Jand. and  water  carriage. 

Four  fmall  floops  conflantly  fail  to  and 
from  Newcafllc  and  Philadelphia;^     Regular 

ftagcs 
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ftages  convey  the  paiTengers  to  French-Town, 
pn  the  Elk^River,  abo\it  twelve  mUeadiftant 
Jrom  NewcafUe.  Goods  are  carried  there 
in  carts.  Other  floops  fail  down  the  Elk- 
Kivcr,  which  empties  itfelf  into  the  Chcfa- 
peak,  eighteen  miles  from  French-Town, 
from  whence  they  proceed  to  Baltimore. 
The  expence  of  the  paf  lage  from  Philadelphia 
XQ  Ncwcaftlc  is  three  quarters  of  a  dollar, 
three  quarters  of  a  dollar  by  the  ftage  to 
French- Town,  and  one  dollar  and  a  quarter 
from    FrenchrTown   to    Baltimore.      This 

>     ■  •  ■ 

route  is  impaflable  during  the  three  or  four 
winter  months,  at  which  time  the  river  De- 
laware is  generally  froaen* 

Newcaftle  is  the  true  point  from  which 
dU  the  Philadelphian  fhips  take  their  depar- 
ture. Whcii  they  are  Uden,  they  drop  down 
thither  with  their  pilot,  and  take  in  their 
poultry  and  vegetables,  where  th?  captains 
who  remain  at  Philadelphia  to  fettle  their 
accounts  at  the  cuftom-houfe  join  them  by 
land,  and  from  whence  they  fail  with  the 

firft  fair:  wind, 
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quci}tecl  by  fVages  and 
arc  very  cxtenfivc  :  fo 

■which  is  beginning  to 
produce  is  ma  tie:  xY 
ibwn  -  with  clover, 
tirtothy-gritfe.  A'f 
here  and  there- to  be 
evince  to  an  Europe: 
enclofing  the  fields  ii 
the  manner  in  whirf 
and  kept,  that  they 
the  eye,  fatigued  w 
itn%s  of  dead  wood; 
^ttchat  the  foot  of 
quickiet  is  planted,  < 
fo  narrow  and  perpe: 

*  pable  of  carrying  ofi 
water.     The   thorns 
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cafily  broken  down  aod'  crverthrtMrn  by  the 
cattle.  Time  will  na  dop'^  ^^4b  ^be  ifiba-* 
bitants  of  America  tb«  .great  ^^yanUge.  of 
this  fort  of  hedges,  which  w^U  favoan 
enormous  .quantity  <)f  wood,  ii^  a.  ^country 
where  its  fcarcity  begins  ta  bc;alr.^dy felt: 
they  will  learn  that  the  fitft  expence  of  rplant- 
iftg  and  preferving  them  Y^ould  J?e  abvhdantly 
repaid  by  th^ir  durajtiop  through  jan  endlcfs 
period,  in  which  no  f*^rther  carp  iwr  cxpence 
would  be  required.;  '  ,       '     •  •  • 

This  will  certainly  be  the  cai^  fome  day  or 
otber;  but  it  is  ailonij^iu.g,  that,  iiiotmth- 
ftanding  fo  many  fjf^rpaers  af^  frontinuaUy 
arriving  from  Eurppe^  and  partt^iilarly  from 
England,  where  the  utijity  of  ^viokjfet  hedges 
and  the  method  of  raiiui^  tht^ns'  are  fo  well 
known,  the  people,  of  this  country:  bave  m>t 
yet  profited  by  their  ejrpericnce^  Indolence, 
and  a  want  of  fufficient  fuqds,  «re^  Without 
doubt,  the  two  principal  caufe?  which  retajid 
io  neccilary  an  injproverocnt.  The  wooda 
of  the  ftate  of  Delaware  and  <bp  eaftcni 
ihore  of  Maryland  abound  with  thorns  iimilar 
to  our  hawthorns,  of  which  exotMent  and 
sgreeabie  hedges  might  be  jnaderi 

The 
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ThcL  road  from  Wilriiington,  through  Ne 
caftle,  divides  itfelf  at  the  Red  Lion  inn 
one  road  leads  to  Dover,  and  to  the  fout'-^-dt 
of  the  ftate  of  Delaware/the  otlier  to  Ches3  ^i 
TER-TOWN,  and  into  the  fouth  .of  the  {hit».^a 
of  Maryland :    we   have   chofen  the   lattc::^:^  t 
route; — I  fay  we,  for  I  travel*  in  compan ;«:^ ^fi 
with  Mr,  Guillemardi  who  is  fo  kind  as  t^       t 
accompany  me  the   few    firft  days    of  th^J^if 
little  journey.     Land  in  the  neighbourhoo  m:Lj6^ 
of  the  Red    Lion  is   fold  at   about    l^tTi^^rmtj 
dollars  an  acre  %  the  foil  is  rather  light,  bci^ut 
good.     This  inn  is  furnifhed  with  all  forts      ^of 
provifions  from  Newcaftle,  from  which  it — J  k 
feven  or  eight  miles  diftan^ 

The  road  from  the  Red  Lion  to  Wahwi^kta! 
runs  through  the  fame  fort  of  flat  ill-cultiv^  t- 
cd  country.     The  foil,    however,   becon^e^ 
ftronger  and  better.     Some  large  farm-houlV-^ 
are  to  be  feen  on  the  right  and  left  of  xh^^ 
road;  they  are    furrounded  with  little  hvt^^ 
for  the  negroes,*  from  which  circumftance  it 
may  be  fuppbfed  a  conlidirabie  number  of 
them  are  employed  here.- 
•    MiDDLBTON,    the   only   village  between 
Warwick  arid   Newcaftle*,  is  compofed  of 

about 
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about  twenty  houfes,  foaie  of  which  arc  of 
brick ;  it  is  the  laft .  village  in  the  ftate  of 
Delaware,  which,  however,  extends  to  within 
a  mile  of  Warwick,  that  is  to  fay,  three  miles 
beyond  Middleton. 


warwick.--gultivation  and  dis^ 

ea5b:s.  qf  corn. 


I  » 


;Wc  croflGbd  ;(bnac ;  fmall  creeks  to  day, 
which  turn  $:  few  mills;  and  fome  forges. 
They  fall  into  the  Delaware  either  diredlly 
or  in  conjvin^ipft;  with  others  which  they 
meet,  in  their ;  courfe.  The  fmall  creek  of 
B9hemia>  near  W^arwick,  is  the  firft  which 
we  have'  meg :  with  that  runs  as  far  as  the 
Chef^peak.  .  The  village  of  Warwick  com- 
prfzes  onjy  five  or  fix  houfes  ;  it  is  in  the  ftate 
.of /Maryland,  and  in  .  the  county  of  Cecil. 
-The. farnjcrs  complain  much  of  the  injury 
done,  to  their  corn  by  the  Heffian  fly.  As  this 
difeafe  is  very  common  in  the  eaft  of  Mary- 
land,, I  (hall  defer  a  more  full  defcription  of 
it  until  1  have  received  fome  better  in- 
formation on  the  fubjeft.  I  fhall  only  obferve 
at  prefent,  that  from  the  converfation  of  two 

farmers. 
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farmers,  whom  I  faw  at  the  inn,   it  appca 
to  me    that  the^Heflian  fly  chiefly  attacM^^ 
fiich  corn  as  grows  on  a  poor  foil,  and  th&  ri 
feveral  "veins  of  earth   in   the   fame  fieldE>i 
which  are  of  a  better  quality  than  the  tct 
are  free  from  them.     Thefe  farmers  were 
opinion,  that  if  the  lands  were  well  dange 
and  kept  in  good  order,  they  would  not  ^ 
liable  to  the  difeafc.     If  this  affertion  may 
depended  upon,  it  (hould  have  induced  th 
te  attend  to  cultivation  ;  but  this  opinion, 
vet,  has  not  made  one  farmer  more 
The  corn  of  this  country  is  alfo  fubje£i  to         ^ 
rufl,  and  to  a  difeafe  called  the  ftab^  wfa^mt)} 
reddens  a  part  of  the  ear,   and  deftroys     ^ 
grain*     The  obfervations  of  the  inhabitaa^/)^ 
who  are  neither  profound  nor  perfbvering  in 
iheir   rcfcarches,   have   not  aicertained  the 
caufe  of  this  laft  difealc  of  the  corn,  nor  even 
its  nature.  "  They  think,  however^  that  the 
damp  arifmgfrom  fogs  is  one  of  the  principal 
caufes.     The  corn  is  ibmetimcs  fown  here 
mixed  with  plafter-of-Paris,  or  with  afhcs^ 
but  they  do  not  cleanfe  it   before   ibwing, 
which  is  apparently  one  caufe  of  the  various 
difeafes  to  which  it  is  fubjedt. 

Land 
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Land  is  fold  herd  according  to  its  quality^ 
from  fifteen  to  forty  dollars  an  acre«  The 
laborious  part  of  cultivation  is  generally  per^ 
rormed  by  negro  flaves*  The  price  of  (uch 
IS  Are  good  workmen  is  at  preient  from  three 
:o  four  hundred  dollars  a  negro :  they  may 
le  hired  of  thoie  matters  who  do  not  ttti^ 

■ 

>loy  them)  but  let  them  out  at  fixty  dollars  a 
roar 4  Labourers  are  alfo  to  be  procured 
in:K)ng  the  white  men^  whole  wages  afe 
from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  ten 
loUard  a  yean  Thefe  latter  are  always  better 
^d  than  the  negroes*  The  farmers,  moft  of 
^/hom  haver  their  own  negroes,  or  hire  them 
if  flave  owners,  feldom  employ  white  men,- 
xeept  in  the  time  of,harveft,  when  they  pay 
hem  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day,  afhd  find 
hem  in  proviiions.  The  landlord  of  the  inn 
^^h«Jrc  We  flopped,  who  is  a  farmer,  and  who 
Hr&  negroes,  not  having  a  fufBcienf  nnm- 
per  of  his  own,  prefers  them  to  white  men  ; 
ic  afTures  us  they^will  work  as  well,  if  pro^ 
►crly  looked  after;  and  that  the  whites  require 
s  much  attention  in  this  refpeft  as  the 
icgroes.  He  obferved,  however,  that  thofe 
irhites  who  confented  to  work  with  the 
VQh.  111.  N  n  blacks 
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blacks  were  of  the  loweft  kind.  He  has  a 
large  field  of  clover  before  his  houfe,  every 
acre  of  which  produces  him  yearly  fixty 
hundred  weight  of  fodder  in  three  crops.. 
He  has  not  held  this  farm  more  than  one 
year :  it  conlifts  of  two  hundred  acres  ;  ooly 
fixty  of  which  are  good  land. 

As  there  is  no  market  at  Warwick,  meat 
is  only  to  be  procured  of  the  farmers ;  who, 
before  they  kill  their  oxen,  calves,  or  iheep, 
enfure  a  fale  for  them  in  the  neighbourhood. 
During  this  day*s  journey  we  have  met  with 
good  dry  roads.  Thofc  which  we  travelled 
yefterday  were  rocky,  miry,  and  cut  to  pieces 
by  carriage- wheels.  The  weather  to  day  is 
very  fine ;  it  is  a  true  European  fpring  day ; 
comfortably  warm  and  pleafant.  The  leaves 
of  the  willow  trees  begin  to  expand ;  the 
turtle-doves  woo  their  mates  ;  and  the  birds  * 
warble  their  fongs.  Blackbirds  are  more 
common  in  thefe  parts  than  any  other  fpe- 
cies. 


CHESTER- 
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CHESTER-TOWN,  AND  THE  MANNER 
IN  WHICH  JUSTICE  IS  ADMINIS- 
TERED THERE.— OBSERVATIONS  ON 
SLAVERY.  . 

Between  Warwick  and  George-Town, 
you  pafs  the  fmall  creek  called  Head  of 
Sajfafras.  At  the  head  of  this  creek  are  fome 
mills,  which  are  turned  by  its  water,  col- 
ledted  in  a  large  pond ;  the  natural  declivity 
of  the  creek  being  very  inconfiderable.  This 
fihall  creek  has  leveral  branches,  which  we 
have  paflbd,  and  which  unite  together  five 
or  fix  houfes  at  the  head  of  each.  Neither, 
thefe  nor  two  or  three  other  creeks  which 
wc  have  before  croffed,  flow  through  vallies, 
but  through  hollows ;  which  do  not  alter  the 
appearance  of  the  ground,  or  interrupt  the 
perfedt  level  of  its  furface.  All  the  land  in 
this  neighbourhood  is  of  a  rich  and  fertile 
foil.  The  fields  are  ftill  more  extenfive  than 
thofe  which  we  faw  yefterday ;  the  generality 
of  farms  are  larger,  and  the  appearance  of 
the  country  is  better :  but  we  conftantly 
meet    with    proofs   of   the    little   attention 

N  n  2  beflowcd 
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beftowed  on  cultivation.  The  colour  of  t!ic 
foil)  in  niany  places>  indicates  that  it  contains^ 
iron  ;  vcrhieh  fettles  in  the  ponds,  and  on  the 
fnrface  of  the  earth.  Among  the  mills  of 
the  Head  of  Sajfafras  there  are  fomc  iron- 
mills. 

The  road  to  Cheftcr  prefents  little  variety  j 
it  is  a  continnal*  flat,  and  the  fields  are  fbrip- 
ped  of  their  trees,  as  arc  all  thofe  w^hich  wc 
have  feen  fince  we  left  Philadelphia. 

Chefler,  where  we  arrived  on  the  thirteenth 
of  March,  is  fitnated  in;  a  valley,  much  larger 
than  any  we  have  yet  feen^    The  college^ 
which  is  a  la/ge  building,  on  the  fumroit  of 
a  hill,  commands  a  view  of  this  little  town* 
This  building  is  in  a  deplorable  ftate  of  decaj, 
although  it  is  not  yet  finifhed.      There  is  no 
glafs  in  any  of  the  windows  ;.  the  walls  have 
fallen  down'  in  many  places,  and  the  doors 
are   without  fteps :  yet  this   is   the  fecond 
GoHege  of  the  ftate^  in  which  there  are  only 
two.     This  eflabli/hment  is  endowed  witb 
three  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty  dol- 
lar?  a  year.     It  maintains   a   prefident  and 
three  mafters  ;  the  number  of  fcholars^how* 
ever,,  is  xiot  more  than  forty  or  fifty,,  thougb 
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for  (ixteen  dollars  all  the  branches  of  learn- 
ing which  are  taught  there  may  be  acquired^ 
Boarders  pay  eighty  or  ninety  dolla-rs  for 
their  board.  Twelve  or  fifteen  hundred 
•dollars  have  already  been  expended  on  thi& 
4)uilding«  It  is  condru^d  on  a  plan  large 
enough  to  receive  five  hundred  icholars* 
Fuiids  are  wanting  to  complete  it^  and  like 
almofl:  all  the  public  buildings  in  America 
it  will  be  in  ruins  before  it  is  fiai(hed. 
TTherc  are  no  free-fchools  in  this  ftate,  but 
few  day-fchools,  and  ilill  fewer  grammar- 
fchools,  where  people  in  eaiy  circumilances 
<can  fend  their  children*  A  propofition  was 
fDade  at  the  lad  meeting  of  the  legiflative 
aflembly^  to  eftablifh  ^  grammar-lchool  in 
•each  county,  at  the  public  expence  ;  but  this 
propofition,  which  has  not  yet  been  deter- 
mined upon,  will  not  be  carried,  becaufe  in 
the  firft  place  nobody  feels^  or  appears  to 
feel,  the  advantages  of  a  fuperior  education  ; 
ifecondly,  becaufe  the  fmall  number  of  thofe 
who  are  fenfible  of  thofe  advantages  do  not 
fuppofc  that  much  good  will  refult  from  a 
(ingle  fchool  in  each  county ;  and  laftly,  be- 
caufe the  propofed  eftabliihment  does  not 

N  n  3  include 
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include  any  provifion  for  the  education  of  the 
people,  at  leaft  not  for  that  part  of  the  people 
who  are  unable  to  pay  for  it ;  and  who, 
doubtlefs,  are  entitled  to  (hare  with  the  other 
members  of  the  community  in  the  advantages 
of  an  education  purchafed  with  the  public 
treafure. 

Chefter  contains  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  or  one  hundred  and   thirty  houfeSy 
almoft  all  built  in  one  ftreet;  a  few  of  them  are 
brick  houfes,  but  the  greater  part  are  of  wood: 
among  the  latter  are  fome  rather  handibme^ 
well  painted,  and  Jarge.   The  principal  ftreet 
• — and,  as  I  have  faid,  there  is  fcarcely  more 
than  one— is  built  oil   a   gentle   declivity, 
(loping  towards  the  river.    About  the  middle 
of  this  ftrcet,  built  on  a  large  (pace  of  ground^ 
i^ands  a  church  ;  the  windows  and  the  walls 
of  which  are  not  in  a  much  better  conditioa 
than   thofe   of  the   college.     A  minifter  is 
maintained    by    fubfcription,    who  receives^ 
about  three   hundred  dollars:  as  he  is  aUb 
prefidcnt   of  the  college,  with  a  ialary  of 
eight  hundred  dollars,   befides   a  rclideucc, 
he  may  live  very  con>fortably ;    the  contri^ 
butions  of  his  parifhioners  would  not  afford 

him 
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him  a  fubiiftence.    Near  the  fame  fpot  flands 
the  hall  of  juflice. 

Chefter,  as  the  chief  town  of  the  county 
of  Kent,  is  the  feat  of  juftice :  courts  are 
held  here  twice  a  year,  as  well  as  ail  the 
courts  of  common  pleas  for  the  ftatc  of  Ma- 
ryland ;  they  are  held  by  a  chief  judge,  or  a 
judge  of  the  diftrift,  who  prefidcs  fucceflively 
ih  (imilar  courts  in  the  four  counties,  of 
which  the  diftridt  is  compofed ;  and  by  two 
affiftant  judges,  who  only  fit  in  the  county- 
court.  Mr.  Samuel  Cbew^  the  brother  of  my 
refpedtable  friend  Benjamin  Cbew^  of  Phila- 
delphia, is  one  of  the  affiftant  judges.  I 
waited  upon  him  at  his  houfe  ;  and  as  he  was 
then  in  court,  I  went  thither  to  him.  This 
building  is  by  no  means  to  be  admired,  either 
for  its  exterior,  which  is  falling  to  decay, 
like  all  the  public  buildings  of  this  city,  or 
for  the  decorations  of  the  hall  of  juftice, 
which  is  not  in  a  better  ftate  of  repair  than 
the  outiide  of  the  building. 
,  But  here,  as  every-where  elfe,  the  infti- 
tution  of  juries  infpires  one  with  reverence  : 
the  jurymen  here  appear  attentive,  and 
anxious  to  decide  with  equity.     Wherever 

N  n  4  this 
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this  benevolent  inftitution  is  eilablilhecly  wo 
exult  to  fee  the  interefts,  th$  honour,  the  lives 
of  men  committed  to  the  charge  of  their 
equals ;  whom  pailion  does  not  blind  ;  whom 
the  partial  knowledge  of  oblblete  flatutes  does 
not  prejudice ;  who,  having  (imply  to  pro-* 
nounce  on  matters  of  fadl,  require  no  other 
guide  than  the  dictates  of  common  fenfcy  of 
which  few  men,  efpecially  few  plain  meu» 
are  deftitute.     The  forms  of  juftice  here  arc 
lefs  fatisfa£bry  than  in  England  ;  where  (he 
judge  himfelf  notes  down  the  depoiitions  of 
the  witnefTes,  and  the  principal  arguments 
of  the  counfcllers,  and  repeats  them   to  the 
jury  before  they  pronounce  their  vcrdid,  care« 
fully  difengaging  the  (implc  fa6is  on  which 
they  have  to  decide  from  every  thing  irrele- 
vant.     The  judges  here  do  not  take  that 
trouble ;  which  is  generally  more  nece/Iary 
here,  as  the  counfellors  are  garrulous,   ig- 
norant, and  full  of  chicanery.      Yet  ftill  the 
juries  feldom  pronounce  an  unjufl  verdi6t ; 
and,  as  one  proof  at  leaft  of  their  zeal  and 
attention  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty,   I 
muft  remark,   that  during  my  ihort  flay  in 
this  city,  a  jury  has  been  incloicd  twenty^ 

four 
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four  hours  before  they  agreed  in  their  verdi6t 
oo  a  caufe  the  ilfue  of  which  did  not  involve 
more  than  fifty  dollars.      The   proceedings 
of  the  court  at  Chefter  appeared  to  me  to  be 
conduced  with  more  decorum  than  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, or  any  of   the   Anlerican    ftates 
which  I  have  vifited.      All  the  attendaots 
are  uncovered :  filence  is  preferved  :  and  the 
only  indecorum  is  occafioned  [by  the  cqunfel-. 
Jors,  who  wrangle,  interrupt,  and  often  abufe 
^ach  other ;  and  appear  here,  as  almoft  every- 
^where  elfe,  calculated  rather  to  perplex  than 
elucidate  the  queftions  which  they  argue. 

Houfe  robberies  are  very  frequent  in  Ma- 
ryland ;  five  or  fix  trials  for  this  offence 
occur  alrnofl  Qwcry  feffions.  Murders  are 
.  very  rsu^c.  The  judges  attribute  the  mul- 
tiplicity of  robberies  to  the  free  negroes,  who 
are  numerous  in  the  flate  of  Maryland  :  I 
have  heard  the  fame  accufation  preferred 
againA  them  in  all  the  ilates  where  (lav  ry 
is  permitted.  Such  a  charge  is  confequentiy 
a  flrong  argument  with  the  flave-holders 
againfl  the  abolition  of  flavery ;  but  the  evil, 
if  it  exiils,  as  I  am  led  to  believe  it  does,  is 
Aill  to  be  attributed  to  the  flate  of  flavery,  in 

which 
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which  thefc.  newly-frccd  men  have  been  pre* 
vioufly  kept,  and  from  which  they  have  been 
emancipated  without  any  preparation   for  a 
ftatc  of  freedom. 

It    is   natural   to    fuppofe,   that   a  flave, 
haraffcd  by  continual  labour,  driven  by  the 
fcourge  to  toil  in  the  open  fields  whether  be 
is  healthy  or   fick,  confiders  liberty  merely 
as  a  releafe  from  labour.     Whilft  he  was  a 
flave,  food  of  fome  fort  or  other  was  always 
provided  for  him,  without  the  leaft  care  oo 
his  part ;   fince   he  was  aware  that  no  ii>- 
duftry,  or  attention   of  his,  would  procure 
him  either  better  food  or  clothing.     Labour 
therefore  brought  nothing  but  fatigue,  and 
he  became  of  courfc  indolent  and  carclefe* 
The  firft  moments  of  bis  liberty  arc  enjoyed 
in  a  cefTation  of  toil ;  for  the  lafh  no  longer 
relbunds  in  his  ears  :   he  feels  the  wants  o{ 
nature ;  no  education  has  been  beftowed  oa 
him  but  that  of  flavery,  which  teaches  him 
to   cheat,  to  (leal,  to  lie;   and   he   fatisfies 
thofe  wrants,  for  which  iuduftry  has  not  pro^ 
vided,  by  pilfering  the  corn  or  provifions  of 
his  neighbours,  and  becomes  the  receiver  of 
goods  ftolen  by  the  flaves. 

Though 
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Though  fuch  are  the  neceflary  cdnfc- 
quences  of  freedom,  thus  bejiowed  upon  a 
ilave,  they  ihould  by  no  means  operate  unfa- 
vourably with  thofe  who  are  defirous  of  the 
gradual  emancipation  of  the  negroes ;  who 
conceive  that  by  a  careful  and  liberal  pre-^ 
paration  for  fuch  a  benevolent  meafure, 
adapted  to  the  number  of  negroes  in  the 
country,  and  many  other  circumftanccs,  the 
greater  part^  of  the  evils  defcribed  may  be 
avoided,  and  may  at  length  be  entirely  pre^ 
"vented,  if  not  in  the  prefent,  at  kaft  in  the 
future  generation.  But  how  can  we  hope 
for  fb  gen6ral  a  fpirit  of  philanthropy  among 
men  who  look  only  to  their  prefent  intereft, 
.  of  which  they  imagine  it  deftrudive  ? 

In  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  ilaves  are  tried 
in  the  fame  courts  as  the  whites ;  they  have 
alfo  the  privilege  of  trial  by  juries.  The 
punifhments  for  the  blacks  are  very  fevere  ; 
but  the  manners  of  the  people  are  mild,  at 
leaft  in  that  part  of  Maryland  where  I  am 
at  preient,  and  prevail  over  the  rigour  of  the 
laws.  ■  I  was  witnefs  to  a  faft  which  proves 
the  humanity  of  the  judges,  and  their  defi re 
to  render  equal  juftice  to  the  accufcd,  whether 

whitei 
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whites  or  flaves.     A  female  negro  is  now  m 
prifbii  accufed  of  having  poifbned  a  child,  afid 
of  having  attempted  to  poifon  her  miftreii^ 
Her  miftrefs,  who  is  her  accufer,  being  ^ 
woman  of  confiderable  confequence  in  th^ 
country,  and  allied  to  a  family  of  great  in-^ 
fluence  in  the  county,  the  juJges^  jealous  ot 
the  cfFedts  of  that  influence  on  the  jury,  have 
availed   themfelves  of  the  power  they  pof- 
fefs  of  referring  the  triallo  the  general  court 
of  the  diilriiS):,  which  is  neld  fixty  miles  froia 
Chefter,  that  the  accufed  may  enjoy  every 
poflible  chance  of  a  fair  and  impartial  triaL 

No  meafures  have  yet  been  adopted  iq 
Maryland  for  the  gradual  freedom  of  the 
flaves;  fome  well-meaning  men  hope  to  lead 
the  attention  of  the  legiflature  in  a  (hort  time 
to  the  fubje<^  but  the  opinion  of  the  country 
feems  by  no  means  favorable  to  it. 

The  layvs  of  Maryland  empower  the  judges 
to  alter  the  fentence  of  death  into  a  niilder 
puni^ment;  which,  is  that  of  fending  thp 
convidt  to  labour  for  a  longer  or  a  Ihorter 
time  in  the  public  works  at  Baltimore.  I 
am  not  of  their  opinion  who  admire  thb 
proviiion  of  the  law ;   which,  on  the  con* 

trary. 
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trary,  appears  to  mc   extremely  reprehen- 
fiUe,  as  it  may,  and  often  muft,  render  the 
judges  partial  in   the  eyes   of  the   public : 
whereas,  in  every  well-regulated  ftate,  the 
jodge  fhould  merely  be  the  paifive  organ  of 
the  law.      Iii   the  ftate  of  Maryland   how 
eaiily    may    each   judge,    in   adminiftering 
juftice  in  bis  own  county,  be  fwayed  by  his 
natural  difpofition,  by  an  acquaintance  with 
the  families  of  the  criminals,  or  by  a  mo« 
mentary  impulie  oi  pailion  !   at  leaft,  how 
liable  is  he  to  be  fufpetfbd  of  fuch  partiali- 
ties !     The  judge  of  the  diftrift  receives  eight 
hundred  dollars  a  year ;  the  afliftanc  judged 
only  three  dollars  a  day  during  the  feflions. 
The  juries  and  the  witneffcs  receive  one  dol- 
lar and  a  third  a  day. 

Near  the  jufticc-hall  ftands  the  prifon.  Jt 
-is  a  fmaU  new  building,  which  has  not  yet 
even  a  ftaircafe.  There  is  a  vard  in  which 
it  was  intended  the  prifoners  fhould  walk  for 
the  benefit  of  the  air,  but  the  walls  of  it  are 
fo  low,  that  the  prifoners  are  prohibited  from 
walking  there,  as  they  might  eafily  efoape. 
^Debtors  are  confined  in  a  feparate  apartment 
of  the  feme  prifon.    The  other  prifoners  are 

kept 
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kept  together,  and  in  irons :  there  were  but 
four   there   when  I  faw  the  prifou,  one  of 
which  was  a  negro,  who,  in  attempting  to 
efcape  from  the  window,  fractured  his  leg 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  render  atnputatioiz 
neceflury.      We   entered    this    prifon,  zni 
vifited   the   whole  interior   of  the   building 
without  the   gaoler,   who  was  abfent,  and 
who  had  left  the  keys  in  the  doors,  in  fuch 
a  manner,    that    we,  or  any  other  pcrfons 
who  had  come  to  the  prifon,  might  have  rc- 
leafcd  all  the  prifoners.     This  careleflhc6, 
this  negligence,  is,  generally  (peaking,  cha- 
rafteriftic    of   the    country.      The    gadcr 
receives  eighteen  pence  a  day  for  the  main- 
tenance of  each  prifoner ;  the  whole  of  which 
pittance  ought  certainly  to  be  applied  to  that 
objed  ;  but  it  is  to  be  fufpcfted,  and  indeed 
we  were  aflured,  that  this  is  not  very  fcni- 
puloufly  done. 

At  Cheftcr,  as  almoft  cvery-where  elfe  m 
America,  the  burial-place  is  in  the  middk 
of  the  town  ;  here,  however,  to  the  danger 
of  contagion,  always  great  in  warm  climates, 
is  added  indecency ;  for  the  burial-ground  is 
in  the  high  (Ireet^  n^ar  the  prifon ;  it  is  with- 
out 
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out  walls,  or  any  other  Inclofure  to  conceal 
It ;  and  is  not  diilinguifhed  by  any  marks, 
which  might  infpire  the  refpecl  due  to  every 
place  fet  apart  for  the  burial  of  the  dead. 
The  iadnefs  which  this  indifference  has  oc-* 
cafioned  me,  will  perhaps  be  afcribed  to  pre- 
judice; but  where  is  the  Ton,  or  the  hufband, 
who  could  behold  without  fhuddering  the 
grave  of  the  father,  or  the  wife  that  he 
loved^  trampled  on  by  beads?  Reverence 
for  the  aflies  of  the  dead  appears  to  mc  as 
natural  as  refpeft  for  the  aged  j  which  per- 
haps fpme  may  alfo  denominate  a  prejudice ; 
but  it  is  a  prejudice  of  which  few,  1  think, 
would  have  fufficient  energy  to  divert:  them- 
ielves,  though  they  may  ftile  that  corruption 
of  the  underftanding,  and  of  morals,  energy, 
which  throws  off  all  rellraint,  which  fpurns 
the  fentiments  of  nature,  and  renounces 
every  ancient  feeling  and  opinion  merely  on 
account  of  their  antiquity. 

A  poor-houfe  for  the  county  is  eftabliflied 
at  Chefter.  I  have  already  repeated,  that 
my  opinion  is  unfavourable  to  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  this  fort  of  houfes.  This,  however, 
is  kept  in  as  good  order  as  any  private  houfe. 

The 
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The  poor  arc  well  fed,  and  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  very  healthy.     The  build' 
ing  of  the  houfe   coft  about   five   thoufiind 
fix  hundred  dollars.      The  annual  expence 
for  eighty-two  paupers,  old   and   young,  is 
four  thoufand  dollars,  which  is  about  forty- 
fix  dollars  and  a  third  per  head.     The  over- 
fcers   of  the  poor  in   each   hundred   of  the 
county  have   the  power   of  admitting  into 
the  poor-houfc  fuch  perfons  as  they  deem  pro- 
per objefts.     The  children  are  put  out  ap- 
prentices when  they  arc  of  a  proper  age ;  and 
as   they  are  bound   to   remain   with   their 
matters  till  the  age  of  twenty-one,  no  money 
is   advanced  by  the  houfe  to   the  matters. 
Hitherto  the   negroes   have   been  excluded 
from  the  poor-houfc :  which  is  certainly  a 
jutt  exclufion,  as  far  as  it  refpedts  flaves^  as 
their  matters  ought  to  take  care  of  them  7 
but  which  ought  not  to  be  extended  to  fret 
negroes,  negreflcs,   and   their  children.     It 
was  faid  by  the  governors  of  the  ix>or,  that  if 
they  admitted  the  claims   of   thele  people, 
their  houfe  would  be  filled  by  them,  as  their 
improvidence  is  greater  than  the  whites.     It 
is  difficult  to  admit  this  realbning  of  oecouomj 

as 
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as  an  excu(e  for  fo  inhuman  a  refufal.  Pre- 
judice againft  the  negroes,  and  particularly 
againft  the  free  negroes,  is  the  true  caufe- 
of  this  unjuft  decifion  ;  which  reduces  the 
old,  infirm  negroes,  and  their  children,  to^ 
iubfift  upon  private  charity,  and  in  failure 
of  t|iiat  precarious  fource,  frequently  expofes 
them  to  the  utmoft  want  and  loweft  ftate  of 
wretchednefs.  The  poors'^rates  in  the  ftate 
of  Maryland  are  levied  upon  each  county. 
JEv^ry  county  has  not  a  poor-houfe.  In 
feveral  they  adminifter  relief  to  the  poor  at 
their  own  houfes,  but  every- where  the  fame 
regulations  are  adopted  relative  to  the  diftri- 
butions  of  the  public  money. 

Chefter  is  built  on  a  river  of  the  fame' 
name,  which  rifes  in  the  ftate  of  Delaware. 
This  river  is  about  three  qu'krters  of  a  mile 
wide,  and  is  navigable  in  boats  ten  miles 
above  the  town ;  after  which  it  becomes  a 
fmall  creek,  the  ftream  of  which  is  barely 
fufficient  to  turn  a  mill.  Chefter  is  thirteen 
miles  in  a  dire6it  line  from  the  Chefapeak; 
but  the  land  is  fo  flat,  that  the  river  before 
it  reaches  its  mouth  runs  a  zig-zag  courfe  of 
thirty-five  miles.     It  is  navigable  to  Chefter 
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for  (hips  of  from  eighty  to  ninety  tons.     One 
vcflel  of  this  burthen   belongs  to  this  port, 
and  is   employed  in  the  commerce  of  the 
Weft-Indies ;  I  faw  alfo  fome  fmaller  fliips^ 
and   fome  boats  without  decks,  which  arc 
employed  in  the  navigation  of  the  bay,  and 
particularly  in  voyages  to  Baltimore.     All  the 
towns  that  are  fituated  on  the  rivers  which 
fall  into  the  Chefapeak  employ  fimilar  vcffels, 
the  numbers  of  which  have  been  greatly  in- 
creafed  within   thefe  few  years,  as  the  corn 
which  was  formerly  carried  away  by  the  Phi- 
ladelphian  merchants,  or  by  the  Brandywiac 
millers,    is   at  prefent    fent    to    Baltimore, 
where   lately  feveral  good  mills  have  bcca 
built :  grain  is  likewife  fent  to  Elk-Town. 

Corn  is   raifed  in  large  quantities  in  this 
part  of  Mar\  land  :  it  is  efteemcd  the  beft  and 
heavieft  of  any  which  is  grown  in  the  United 
States,  but,  as  1  have  before  obferved,  it  is 
fubjedl  to  the  attacks  of  the  Heffian  fly,  which 
often  deftroys  half  the  harveft.      It  feems 
to  be  univerfally  admitted  here,  as  well  as  in 
Warwick,  that  fuch  corn  as  is  fown  in  foils 
either  naturally  rich,  or  made  fo  by  dunging, 
is  exempted  from  this  difeafe,  as  the  blade 
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llioots  faft  and  becomes  very  foon  ftrong,  and 
impenetrable  to  the  attacks  of  this  deftrudlive 
little  fly.  Befidcs  the  ruft  and  the  ftab,  the 
corn  is  likewife  fometimes  injured  by  a  fpecies 
of  fly,  known  in  Virginia  by  the  name  of 
WidleSy  which  renders  it  necefTary  to  thrafh  it 
immediatelvjt  is  cut ;  but  this  difeafe  is  bv  ^^ 
no  means  fo  general  here  as  in  the  lower 
parts  of  Virginia,  though  it  is  not  long  fince 
they  have  fufFered  by  it  in  this  part  of  Mary- 
land, where,  however,  they  have  as  yet  neg- 
ledlcd  the  precaution  of  threfhing  the  corn 
as  foon  as  it  is  cut.  The  convi6tion  of  the 
advantage  of  enriching  the  land  has  not  in- 
duced the  farmers  to  beftow  more  dung 
upon  their  fields.  Such  land  as  is  cultivated 
in  the  ufual  way  produces  only  from  five  to 
fix  bufliels  of  corn  an  acre,  or  from  eight 
to  ten  bulhels  of  maize  ;  whilft  fuch  as  is 
well  dunged  produces  fix  or  fevcn  times  more  : 
the  latter  is,  befidcs,  lefs  fubjeft  to  injury  from 
the  damps  than  the  former.  It  is,  however, 
to  the  human  fpecies  that  the  conftant  damps 
of  this  boggy  and  flat  country  are  moft  per- 
nicious I  the  fogs  and  vapours  of  the  months 
of  July  and  Auguft  arc  particularly  noxious. 

O  o  3  Bilious 
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Bii'iOu?.  a".(i    intermittent   fevers   are    epidei 
Hiia:  iii  Ajiuiiiii,  and  attack  more  than  an 
eighth    of  the    white    inhabitants.      Maoy 
people  fink  under  thefe  diforders,  the  general 
effects  of  which  muft   be   dcftrutlive,  as  it 
is  rare  to  lind  an  inhabitant    who   has  at- 
tained the  age  of  fixty-five.     The  negroes 
are  Icfs  affefted  by  thefe  diforders  than  the 
whites,    and   in  general   live  longer.     The 
prcfcrvation  of  their  health  is  attributed.to 
their    conflantly    fleeping    in    the  kitchens^ 
where  they  are  prcferved  from  the  damps, 
which  penetrate  into  all   the   houfcs,  evca 
during  the  moft  unplcafant  heat. 

Chcftcr  has  a  market   regularly  twice  a 
week,  which  is  well  fupplied  with  provifioDS. 
Beef,  mutton,  and  veal,  cofts  from  fix  to  eigl 
pence  per  pound.     The  rent  of  the  bcft  hou^ 
in  Chefter  does  not  exceed  one  hundred  d 
lars,  and  living  in  general  is  cheaper  tl: 
by  one  half  than  at  Philadelphia. 

There  are  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  i 
at   Chefter,  one  of  which   is    kept  by 
John  Chew,  another  brother  of  my 
at  Philadelphia.     The  goods  are  in  g 
brought  from  Philadelphia,  where  tl 
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obtained  cheaper  than  at  Baltimore,  not- 
withftanding  the  cxpences  of  carriage,  which 
amounts  to  nearly  one  per  cent.  They  are 
fold  at  twenty  or  twenty- five  per  cent  above 
the  price  of  the  (hops  in .  Philadelphia, 
When  it  is  known  that  the  greateft  part  of 
the  ftorekeepcrs  at  Chefter  frequently  buy 
their  goods  at  a  half,  and  always  a  quarter^ 
below  the  market  price,  it  muft  be  fuppofed 
that  though  they  tranfaft  little  bufinefs  they 
make  great  profit?. 

Free  negroes  for  agricultural  labour  are 
eafily  procured  at  eighty  dollars  a  year  i 
flaves  may  be  hired  at  fifty  dollars.  Some 
planters  prefer  white  labourers  and  free  ne- 
groes to  lldves,  as  lefs  troubleibme  and  more 
profitable.  A  cow  is  fold  here  for  fifteen  or 
twenty  dollars  ;  an  ox,  for  forty;  and  a  horfer 
for  labour,  for  one  hundred.  Carrisfge.horfes 
often  coll  lix  hundred  dollars  the  pair.  The 
county  of  Kent,  of  which  Chefter  is  the  chief 
place,  contains  thirteen  thoufand  inhabitants, 
of  which  five  thoufand  fix  hundred  are  flaves  ; 
it  furnifhcs  but  few  cattle  for  the  markets  of 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  as  almoft  all  its 
produce  is  confumed  within  itfelf. 

Q  0  3  COLONEL 
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COLONEL  THYLMAN.  ^''^ 
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Having  crolFed  the  river,  wc  entered  Qucctt 
Ann's-County,  which  affords  no  more  variety 
in  the  nature  of  its  foil   or   its  cultivation 
than  thofe  I  have  pafTed.     I  was  informed 
that  I  was  in  the  wcrft  part  of  the  county, 
and  that  the   more  diilant  parts  are   fertile 
and  produce  great  quantities  of  corn,  which 
I  am  induced  to  believe,  as  every  body  agreed 
in  the  report ;  and  as  it  is  well  known  that 
the  county  exports  a  large  quantity  of  corn, 
and  fends  a  great  many  cattle  to  Baltimore 
market :  but  all  the  land  which  lies  near  the 
road  twenty-two  miles  on  this  lide  Colonel 
Thylman's  is  poor  and  barren,  which  is  at- 
tributed to  its  having  been  drained  by  the 
long  growth  of  tobacco  here  previous  to  the 
almoft  total  relinquifhing  the  cultivation  of 
that  plant  in  this  part  of  Maryland.     Thcfc 
forts  of  foil  produce  from  four  to  fix  buihels 
of  corn  an  acre,  when  they  are  not  infefted 
with  either  the  Heflian  fly,  with  fmut,  by  the 
ftab,  nor  by  the  widle.     The  houfcs  by  the 
fide  of  the  roads  are  of  the  moft  mifcrablc 
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kind,  and  the  inhabitants  appear  by  their 
exterior  as  poor  as  their  lands.  Thefe  habi- 
tations confift  of  bad  log-houfcs,  as  fniall  as 
thofe  which  are  met  within  the  mldft  of  the 
moft  diftant  woods. 

The  little  village  of  Church-hill^  containing 
a  dozen  old  houfes,  and  two  old  little 
churches,  the  one  epifcopal,  and  the  other 
methodiftical,  is  the  only  one  to  be  met  with 
on  this  fide  Centervillej  the  chief  town  of  the 
county  :  this  place  is  fituated  upon  a  fmall 
elevation  above  Corfipa-'Qrtt^i.  The  county 
built  the  feffions-houfe  and  the  prifon  ;  there 
are  fome  other  habitations  here,  confiding 
principally  of  taverns  and  warehoufes,  makr 
ing  in  the  whole  about  twenty  houfes  tolerably 
well  built  of  brick,  but  at  a  confiderablc 
diflance  from  each  other,  without  having 
any  cultivated  fields  near  them  :  there  is  a 
mill  of  confiderable  fize,  built  upon  the  creek. 
A  little  further  in  the  country  there  is  an 
epifcopal  church,  which  the  inhabitants  m 
the  neighbourhood  who  are  in  eafy  circum* 
Ranees  attend  regularly :  I  have  feen  many 
horfes  and  carriao;es  attendinjr  at  the  door, 
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pafled,  the  epifcopal  church  there  is  but 
thinly  attended,  almofl  all  the  inhabitants 
frequent  that  of  the  methodifts. 

From  CenterviUe  to  Colonel  Thylmau^a 
the  foil  feems  to  be  a  little  better;  there  are 
ibme  farms  which  appear  to  be  for  the  moft 
part   the  habitations  of  planters ;  bpt  thofc 
poor  little  houfes  are  much  more  numerous^ 
The  whole  country  is  covered  with  cattle  ol 
a   very    poor    condition,  which    are  always^   , 
during  winter  and  fummer^  left  in  the  fields-  Js 
and  in  the  woods  :  they  are  of  a  very  fmaK^  Jl 
Jjpecies.     Hogs  arc  more  abundant  in  Quce    ,^a 
Ann's-County   ih^an  in  the  county  of  Ken  .^r^ 
and  more  Scattered  about  in  the  roads  ai~"    id 
in  the  fields.      Sh^ep  are   aUo   confiderab-^Jy 
plentiful  in  this  part  of  Maryland,  but  th^acy 
are  fmall  and  long-legged  j  in  general  th  '^ey 
produce  only  two  pounds  of  wool,  which  ft  21^ 
at  two /ciel/ings  a  pound. 

The  houfe  of  Colonel  Thylman  is  u|>o/j 
the  river  Cheftcr  ;  it  is  in  a  very  flat  fituatio//^ 
from  whence  a  great  mafs  of  water  is  (ccd, 
which  is,  however,  only  the  bay  of  the  river 
Chefter  parted  by  the  ifles  of  Eaftcrii,  Neck, 
and  Kent-ifland. 

Colonel 
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Colonel  Thylman  has  a  property  of  threfe 
thoufand  acres  of  knd  contiguous,  of  which 
he  ufes  about  one  thoufand  for  growing  corn 
and  maize,  and  for  m.eadow  ground.  -    He 
appears  to  know  all   the  faults  of  the  agrf- 
x:ulture  of  his  country,  and  to  be  convinced  of 
the  advantage  rcfulting  from  a  change;  but 
he  fees  fo  many  difficulties  attending  it,  that 
the  amendments  he  makes  are  only  partial 
and  few,  though  well  informed,  by  the  read- 
ing of  good  £ngli(h  books,    of  ail    that   is 
neceflary  to  be  done  in  order  to  eftablifli  a 
good  and  rich  tillage.    Cuftom  almoft  every- 
where   prevails  over   light  and   knowledge  | 
people  will  not,  they  dare  not,  aft  cbntrary  to 
others :    and   in   the   bufiilefs  of  agriculture^ 
where  this  cuft:om  has  a  greater  enipire  per- 
haps  than  any- where  elfe,  the  great  ^kpchccs 
which  are  neceflary  to  the  introduftion  of  a 
great  change  for  the  better,  aid  this  getteral 
-difpofition  to  follow  the  common  routine. 

*  -  • 

CENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  UPON  THE 
POPULATION  OF  LOWER  MARY- 
LAND. 

The  poptilatiqn  of  white   people  in   the 
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eaft  part  of  Maryland  diminifhes  iuftead  of 
augmenting.      In  a   country   abounding  in 
ilaves^  the  whites  do  not  apply  much  to  Ja- 
bour„      Their  ambition  confifts   in    buying 
jjcgrocs ;  they  buy  them  with  the  firft  fumof 
money  they  get,  and  when  they  have  two  of 
ihem    they   kave  off  working   themfcives: 
this  fiiiall  number  is  not  fufficieiit  to  keep 
their  lands  in  good  order  according  to  the 
tillage   of  the  country,  bad  as  it    may  be. 
The   fmall    farmers  lamong  the  whites  thus 
leaving  off  labour  augment  their  expenccs, 
and  their  affairs  arc  foon  in  a  bad  condi- 
tion*     Thefc,  and  thofe  who  had  never  been 
able  to  purchafe  negroes,  find  themfelves  in 
an  inferior  fituation  to  their  neighbours  who 
have  many  flaves :  difplcafed  with  their  fta- 
tk>n,    they  foon  think  of  eftablifhing  them- 
felves in  a  couiitry  where  land  is  cheaper,  and 
where  they  (hall  not  be  fo  much  furpaflcd  by 
proprietors  io  difproportionably  richer  than 
themfelves.     So  that  all  thefe  fmall  farms, 
the  fupporting  of  which  becomes  every  year 
more  chargeable,  becaufe  the  wood  for  mak- 
ing the  fences  for  enclofurc  is  more  fcarce, 
and  band-labour  at  ^  hi^hpr.  priqci  ^re  put  to 

ialc^ 

• ....  ^ 


KOBTH  AMERICA^  CANADA,  &C.  57l 

(ale,  and  are  bought  by  rich  planters,  and  thofe 
who  have  fold  them  go  to  eftablifh  themfelvcs 
in  Kentucky,  in  Teneffee,  and  in  the  countries 
of  the  weft.  By  this  the  province  does  not 
gain  in  agricultural  improvements  what  it 
lofes  in  population  ;  its  lands  are  not  better 
managed  ;  their  produce  is  not  increafcd  but 
often  diminiflied,  becaufe  the  purchafer  of 
them  looks  rather  at  a  good  foundation  for 
his  property,  that  is  to  fay,  a  fure  augmen* 
tation  of  property,  than  an  increafe  of  re- 
venue. 

Here,  as  in  other  places,  when  the  utility 
of  negro  flaves  to  the  interefts  of  the  mafter 
is  clofely  examined,  compared  with  the  em- 
ployment of  every  other  kind  of  labour,  it 
will  be  found  that  in  reality  it  has  none. 
The  old  men  and  women,  children^  and 
pregnant  females,  muft  be  fed  and  clothed, 
and  taken  care  of  in  fickncfs.  Nothing  is 
more  common  than  to  fee  the  proprietor 
of  eighty  flaves  unable  to  bring  thirty  to 
work  in  the  field  at  the  fame  time.  Ten 
workmen,  hired  by  the  year,  will  perform  at 
leaft  as  much  labour  as  thefe  thirty  flaves, 
and  the  mafter  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  pay 
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-them.      There   are   already   a   great    many 
mafters  aware  of  this  calculation,  and  manr 
perceive  the  inconvenience  of  flaves,  who,  as 
I  have  faid,  caufe  all  the  white  labourers  to 
quit  the  country  who    would    apply   thenK?i' 
felves  to  work  if  there  were  no  flaves.     M^« 
ters  are  embarrafFcd  with  their  negroes,    ^\ic 
population  of  whom  would  other  wife  a^^^jor- 
iiient  in  the  fouthcrn  dates  in  the  fame  ^pro- 
portion as  that,  of  the  whites  in  other  j^  ^^^ 
of  America;  but  while  they  all  perceive-    th^ 
inconveniency  of  flavery,  they  are  the    £rtl 
to  oppofe   the   meafure   of  the    leglflatures 
making  a  law  for  the  gradual  abolition  of 
flAvery. 

The  proprietors  of  negroes  complain  already 
that  fince  their  population  has  increafcd,  they 
are  lefs  fubmiflive  and  more  turbulent  than 
they  were  before.     Thefe  fymptoms  ought 
to  teach  them  the  neceflity  of  doing  fbme- 
thing   fpeedily   towards  putting  an   end    to 
this  ftate  of  flavery,  which  will  be  fooner 
of  later  very  dangerous  to  the  mafters  ;    but 
they  fall  afleep   over  this  as  they   do  over 
other  dangers;  and  in^  thid  cafe,  as  in  all 
others,  it  is  acknowledged  that  forciight  is 
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null  and  void  among  t^j^  people  <^  Anje- 
rica. 

The  fields  zjp  in  all  this  part  of  Maryland 
often  of  the  extent  of  from  fixty  to  eighty 
acres.  Thofe  who  undcrftand  good  tillage 
know  how  much  this  great  fizc  of  fields 
muft  be  detrimental  to  it,  in  a  country 
where  neither  the  horfes,  th^  beafts,  nor  ^h^ 
fwine,  are  kept  in  the  yards,  and  \vh?rp 
confcquently  dung  cannot  be  procured  for 
fields  of  four  acres,  much  lefs  for  fields  of 
fuch  great  extent,  which  even  with  plenty 
of  dung  can  pever  be  regularly  and  weU 
dunged.  So  that  the  harvefts,  even  in  th^ 
better  foil,  are  poor.  They  are  here  with 
refpeft  to  dung  as  they  are  with  (laves  f 
they  perceive  the  advantage  of  ufingitin  the 
fame  manner  as  they  perceive  the  incon- 
Veniency  of  keeping  negroes,  but  the  con-^ 
viflion  of  what  is  beft  has  no  more  efFe^  iii 
the  one  cafe  than  in  the  other. 

Some  farmers  juftify  the  largenefs  of  theii^ 
fields  by  the  deamefs  of  materials  for  fencing 
them.  It  is  true  that  $ve  panes  or  fcjuares 
of  this  fencing  will  take  rather  more  than  a 

cord 
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cord  of  wood,  ahtt  that  five  fquarcs  wiH 
fence  no  more  than  about  fixty  feet,  and 
that  they  ought  to  be  renewed  every  three 
jrcars.  When  it  is  confidcred  that  a  cord  of 
oak  cofts  at  Chcfter  four  dollars  and  a  half, 
and  alfo  that  every  farmer  who  makes  only 
three  hundred  fquares  of  fencing,  which  is  but 
little,  fince  it  is  only  an  extent  of  fevca 
hundred  and  twenty- two  fathoms,  or  4332 
feet  nearly,  and  that  he  could  fell  this  wood 
fb  employed  for  fixty  dollars,  it  will  then 
not  be  furprizing  to  fee  fo  many  fences  in  a 
bad  condition,  nor  that  fo  many  fmall  farm- 
ers are  difpleafed  with  their  pofTeflions  on 
account  of  this  expence  alone.  This  calcu- 
lation is  made  every-where :  all  the  world 
knows  the  advantage  of  hedges  as  fences, 
every  body  fees  fome  of  them  in  the  country  ; 
the  thorn  is  in  every  wood,  and  there  arQ 
living  fences  without  being  regularly  planted. 
Bcfides,  wood  fenfibly  diminiflies  in  this  part 
of  America  as  in  every  othen  It  is  cut  down 
cvcry-where,  and  made  ufe  of  by  every 
body;  it  is  every-where  wafted,  and  no- 
where replanted;  even  the  trees  that  have 

been 
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been  cut  are  not  permitted  to  bud  aod  grow 
again,  becaufe  the  cattle  arc  fuffered  to  rua 
over  and  deftroy  them. 

Queen  Ann*s-County  contains  about  fiftecm 
thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom  leven  thoufimi 
are  (laves :  the  number  of  free  negroes  is 
xtvy  confiderablc. 

The  county  of  Talbot,  to  the  fouth  of  that 
of  Queen  Ann,  is  fertile,  and  produces  plenty 
of  corn  and  cattle  :  they  arc  conveyed  into 
Chefapeak-bay  by  the  river  Chefapeak. 
The  manner  of  tillage  is  the  fame. 

The  counties  of  Dorchefter,  Somerfet,  aial 
of  Winchefler,  afford  alfo  fome  corn,  bat 
the  greateft  part  of  them  is  covered  wntk 
wood,  particularly  with  cedars  and  pines,  the 
carriage  of  which  is  cfFedted  by  the  rivers 
Crantikoke,  Wicomeko,  and  Pokomeko,  and 
is,  in  every  refpe6l,  like  to  that  of  the  woodsj 
of  the  county  of  Suffex,  of  which  I  ha%"e 
fpoken  in  the  ftate  of  Delaware. 

Caroline-County,  fituated  between  that  of 
Talbot  and  the  ftatc  of  Delaware,  is  the 
moft  fterilc  of  the  eight  counties  cf  this  part 
of  Maryland. 

A  plan  of  a  canal  is  in  agitation,  which  is 

propofed 
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propofed  to  take  place  in  the  waters  of  the 
river  Chaptank^  in  order  to  join  the  Delaware 
and  the  Chefapcak.     It  is  at  prefent  only  a 
projc6l,  but  the  legiflature   has  ordered  an 
account  of  the  places  to  be  taken.     It  is  faid, 
that  the  opiijion  of  men  the  moft  acquainted 
with  thcfe  aftairs  is  favourable  to  its  execu- 
tion, and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  accom- 
pliflied.     The  divifion  of  the  waters  of  this 
peninfula,  which  run  either  into  the  Dela- 
ware or  into  the   Chefapeak,  is   made  by  a 
range  of  marfhes  which   reach  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  and 
of  which  the  pofition  is  a  little  more  elevated 
than  the  reft  of  the  country.     It  is  remarked, 
that  the  foil  of  thefe  marfties  is  more  faiidVi 
and  of  an  inferior  quality  to  that  of  the  reft 
of  the  peninfula ;  and  that  the  bufhes  and 
ihrubs  which  are  commonly  found  upon  the 
higheft  mountain  are  alfo  to  be  met  with  ia 
this  marfliy  country. 

The  inhabitants  in  eafy  circumftances  of 
the  eaft  part  of  Maryland  are  polite  and 
hofpitablc.  Mr.  Chew  treated  me  in  the 
moft  kind  and  obliging  manner,  and  had  a 
friendfliip  for  mc  which  this  excellent  family 

have 
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bayc  continued  to  preferve  during  the  whole 
time  I  have  been  in  America*  The  people 
jf  this  country  are  of  gentle  manner^  j  it 
s  towards  the  interefts  of  theif  farms  that 
^beir  cares;  and  attentions  are  generally 
:urned^  and  the  fale  of  the  produce  of  the 
!bil  is  the  only  commerce   to  which  they 

tpply- 
In  political  opinions  they  are  federalifls^ 

)ut  without  any  qther  predileftion  for  Eng* 

and,   than   that   which   proceeds  from  the 

jreat  attachment  which  they  have  hcfe  for 

he  ancient  prefident^  who  in  the  laft  years 

>f  his  adminiftration  traced  this  path  with 

:rcdit.     The  people  amufe  themfelves  witfi 

■he   writings  of  Fenno  and   Porcupine ;  but 

:hey  fay  already  that  the  latter  is  a  i/ad-* 

ruard,  who  wishes  to  deliver   America   up 

nto  the  hands  of  the  Englifh.      There   is 

lo  great  advancement  made  in  politics  any- 

«rhcre.     The  young  men  are  much  taken 

ip  with  fox-»hunting  and  racing* 

SLE  OF  KENT.— PASSAGE  OF  THE  CHE- 

SAPEAK* 

After  pailing  a  day  agreeably  at  the  houfe 
Vol.  III.  P  p  of 


^.- 
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of  Colonel  Thy Iman,  one  of  the  nioft  amiaWc 
and  polite'  men,  and  of  the  belt  coriipanj, 
which  I  have  yet  met  with  in  America,*  I 
pi:oceeded  on   my  way  towards  Kent-IJlandt 
where  I  propofed  to  embark  for  Annapolis. 
The  CQuntry  is  every-where  flat,  incl  ttie;  lani 
has  been  niucli  ufed  for*  the  cultivation'^  to- 
bacco, which  is  now  abandoned  :  the  hdufes 
are    mifeVatle.      Twelve    miles    from  the 

r 

« 
•'■■'•'■■■V  ■  *.  .    _ 

coloners,  after  having  pafled  through  a  mcaft 
little  village,^con(lftingof  fix'or  feven  houfes, 
honoured  with  the  name'pf  Queen*s-Town, 
I  pafled  the  Kefit-narrowm  a  fmall  ferry- 
boat, and  I  travelled  (cwcix  miles  furtllerlh 
the  flat  ifle  oif  Kent,  where  the  land  was  of 

the  feme  nature  as  that  wfiicH  I  hid  juft  left. 

_  •        >  ■ 

The  inhabitants  there  appear  to  be  ftill  poorer. 
Captain  Calvert  keeps .  a  tolerably  good  inft 
at  the  point  of  the  ifland,  and  two  good  finall 
floops  for  the  paflagc.     But  thefe  floops  can- 
not approach  nearer  to  the  fliore  than  within 
half  a  mile.     It  was  neceflTary  to  take  my 
horfe  witti  mc  in  a  boat  abfolutelyflat,  from 
whence  he  was  boifted  .iiilo  this  little  veflcl. 
The  awkwardnels  of  the  negro  failors  and  of 
the  captain  in  this  affair^  made  us  think  that 

the 
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the  horfe  and  we  fhould  have  loft  our  lives 


*■   '     V  •  ^  •*»•»•"■   '•'V    '* 


on  this  pgcafion.  /'Happily  we  camne-ofF  witk 

but.lirtle  injury/ abd'^Mi/f  a' pafTage  'of  ah 

hiour  and  a  quarter ' over' twd^'d  mileSj'^'tTie 
' ''I't  /■ft*'***  ' 

breadth   pf  Chefapeaklbay  W'tlii6'"iilace,'  I 
aad  my  horfe  arrived'  lafeat'AiitiSpbKis'thc 

''The  paffage  for  a  man  and  hfs  htfffe  cofts 
two  dotlars,  when  there  are  "rib  other  paf- 
fengers ;  when  there  '4re  many,"  thrf  pfiCt  of 
the  pafifage  is  only  a  dollar  and  a' Half.  This 
little  vgyage  is'cdmmohly  perforrtiedin  two 
hours :  we  went'  in  lefs  time  bcciufc  the 
weatlief  was  admirable. 


ANNitPOLIS. 


•  r 


't 

* 


The  profped  of  AnnapoRs  is'ijtltehiely 
agreeable  upon  arriving  there  from  the  bay. 
This  city  is  built  upoii  the  fide  of  tfte  Severn, 
upon  a  little  hill,  which,  without  bemg  much 
elevated,  comniands  a  little  of  the  flat  country 
which  furrounds  it.  Annapolis  was  formerly 
the  principal  city  of  Maryland,  and  there  wds 
(bme  commerce  carried  on  thfere.  '  Since  the 
revolution  it  retains  the  name  of  the  the* 
tropolis  of  the  (late,  and  continues  to  be  the 

P  p  2  feat 
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feat  of  the  government,  but  Baltimore  has 
drawn  all  the  commerce  from  it.     The  capi- 
taliils,   or  thofe  wha  would  become   fuch, 
have  quitted  it  to  go  and  reiide  at  Baltimore ; 
and  the  inhabitants  are  m  general  families  in 
eafy  circumftances,  who  have  property  in  the 
neighbourhood,  officers  of  the  goverhmefit, 
and  gentlemen  of  the  law,  attra6led  by  the 
vicinity  of  the  courts  of  juftice.     The  popu- 
lation of  this  town  diminiihes  every  year; 
the  houfes  are  for  the  moft  part   built  of 
brick,  and  are  fpacious,  many  of  them  are 
very  large,  and  have  fine  gardens,  in  better 
order  than  any  I  have  yet  fcen  in  America. 

The  ftate-boufc  is  one  of  the  largcft 
public  buildings  in  the  United  States,  and  its 
interior  the  mod  complete  and  finilhed,  at 
kaft  as  far  as  the  plan  is  at  prefent  executed, 
^his  ftrufture,  which  has  already  coft  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  dollars,  will 
probably  require  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
thoufand  more  before  it  is  completed,  which 
it  will  ibon  be,  as  the  legiflature  grants  every 
year  the  neceflary  fums  for  this  purpose.  It 
contains  apartments  for  the  tribunals,  for  the 
aflemblies  of  the  executive  council,  and  rooms 

for 
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ibr  the  principal  officers  of  the  ftate^  except 
for  the  governor^  who  has  a  houfc  built  by 
the  ilate.  It  has  ^,  large  cupola  with  a  lan- 
tern at  the  top,  which  is  afcended  by  a  com- 
modious ftaircafct  and  from  whence  there  is 
a  profped  as  far  as  the  Atlantic,  beyond  the 
Chefapeak  ;  of  the  peninfula  of  Delaware- 
hay  ;  and  of  the  little  point  of  Jerfey,  which 
iepa rates  it  from  Annapolis. 

The  college  is  another  very  confiderablc 
building.  It  has  an  endowment  of  five 
thoufand  dollars,  which  is  raifed  by  certain 
duties  of  the  (late,  fuch  as  licences,  fines,  &c.' 
but  of  the  weft  part  of  Maryland  only. 
There  are  a  hundred  fcholars  there,  and  it 
is  faid  that  the  mafters  of  it  are  very  good. 
The  Englifli,  the  learned  laiiguages,  the 
French,  the  mathematics  as  far  as  aftrouooriy, 
fbme  philofbphy,  and  fome  common  law,  are 
taught  there. 

A  church  large  enough  to  contain  three 
times  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  Annapolis 
(hews,  that  at  the  time  it  was  bulk  there 
was  no  fiifpicion  of  the  prefent  depopulation 
of  the  city,  which  does  not  contain  more 
ihan  two  thoufand  innabitants. 

P  p  3  Annapolis 


/  » 


.582  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

f  _ 

«  I  .  •  * 

Annapolis  is,  however;^  as  tti  foclety;  out 
of  the  moft  a^i[reeabje  cities  6f  thb  United 
States ;  hofpitaliry,  and  an  obliging  finccrity, 
arc  in  no  part  fo  general;  all  the  fanriilies  are 
united,  and  a  ftranger,  always  well  received 
annong  them,  foon  finds  himfelf  at  his  C2l{6 
there. 

I  had  a  letter  for  Mr.  Cooke,   one  of  the 
moft  celebrated  counfellors  in  the  ftate.     He 
is  efteemed  as  one  of  thofe  who  unite  the 
greateft  tajents  to  goodnefs,  to  virtue,  and  to 
kindnefs.     He  is  faid  to  poffefs  that  delrcac/ 
in  his  profeflion,   which  has  always  appeared 
to  me   to  be  ncceflary,  to  make    that  of  a 
counfellor  the  principal,  and  the '  moft  re* 
ipc6lable,  of  all  others.     He  never  undertakes 
a  doubtful  cafe ;  and  his  fortune  permits  hitn 
to  do  his  duty  in  juft  caufes  witholit  (emolu- 
ment, to  thofe  clients  who  are  not  in  a  fitua^ 
tion  to  pay  him.     Can  there  be,  for  a  man  of 
talents  and  morality,  a  fituation  in  life  prefer* 
able  to  that  ?     Always  the  advocate  of  juf- 
tice,  labouring  without  ceafing  to   have  it 

adminiftered,  in  the  manner  fuch  a  clear  and 

'  f 

virtuous  confciencc  fees  i^  in ;  what  employ* 
ment  of  life  can  be  compared  to  this  ?     Here 

I  point 
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I  point  at  the* fpeculators  inlaud^,  in  the^ 
funds,  and  upon  the  ruin  of  others,  &c..  &c.-t- 
call  me  a. fool  for* avowing;  iu,, 
•  Mr,  CarroJv'pqe.pf  :the  richefft^nhabitgiirts^ 
of  the  United. States,  has  alfo  a-  houfe  at  An- 
napolis,  and  many  others  in  the  ftate.:  he 
has  in  general  the  favourable  Qpinion  of  the 
people.  Mr.  Cooke  introduced  me  to  Mr. 
Ogle,  to  the  hoijfe  of  Dr.  Murray^  and  to 
many  others^  All  that  I  .have  feen  of  dxc 
men  and  women  of  this  city  leads  me  to  think 
it. one  of  the  places  which  a  ilranger  would 
be  moft  inclined  .to  choofe,  if  he  did  not  catch 
the  difeafc  of  the  country— -the,,  tjiirii  forlpc- 
culation. 

Politics  are  here  what  they  are  in,  that  part 
of  Maryland. I  have  juift  q\ijuttj?d.  ;  A^:prefent 
the.  people  here  are  held  in^admiration  by  the 
fucceffes  of  Buonaparte,  :and  I  am  very  glad 
to  have  arrived  at  this  period,  in  a  city  vyhich 
is  rather  difpofcj^; to-, {inglijli,. Opinions  thap  to 
favourable  oaes  of  my xolwtry- 

A  fepafate  ■  pcac^  '.withi  the  emperor ,  is 
Wifhed  fori'  wWqh.  WQwld  coaipej  that  of 
England.  It  is  by  'fat.thq;id^jir<?ft  pf  iipj^ 
wiflies;  but  let  us  hppe.4u4'.)^fi*k  p/^iiijHga^ 
J- ::  '  ;  P  p  4  thine 
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thing  elfe.  The  inhabitants  of  Annapolis 
fay  that  the  iituation  is  healthful^  yet  tbey 
confefs  that  tbey  are  fubjeft  to  fevers  in 
autumHt  The  country  has  not  the  appear- 
ance of  being  {6  unhealthy  as  that  of  the 
other  fide  of  the  bay ;  but  it  is  too  much 
furrounded  by  water  and  creeks  of  a  flow  cur^ 
rent,  to  be  depended  upon  as  a  falutary  abode. 

The  county  of  Ann  Arundel,  of  which 
Annapolis  is  alfo  the  chief  place,  is  peopled 
with  about  thirteen  thoufand  freemen,  and 
eleven  thoufand  flaves.  Wheat,  maize,  oats, 
and  tobacco,  are  cultivated  here.  Iron  is 
found,  and  three  or  four  forges  and  furnaces 
for  great  works  have  been  eftablifhcd  here 
during  fome  years. 

A  cord  of  oak  wood  cods  at  Annapolis  four 
dollars  and  a  half,  that  of  hiccory  five  and  a 
half.  Virginia  coals  have  been  burnt  here 
about  two  years. 

The  market  here  is  very  badly  provifioned ; 
it  is  very  often  without  beef;  when  there  is 
any  it  fells  at  eight  pence  a  pound,  and  mut* 
ton  and  veal  at  ten  pence.  Fifli,  and  efpeciailj 
pcrcb^  rockfifh,  and  (hads,  abound  in  the 
proper  fbafon  for  them. 

I  learnt 
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I  learnt  at  Anaapojis  that  Mr.  Carroll  in, 
his  large  plantation  near  Ellicot's  mill  had 
attempted  to  cultivate  the  vine,  w^ithout  fuc-. 
cej&,  though  be  had  employed  vine-dreflers 
vi^hom  he  had  exprelfly  fent  for  from  France^ 
From  this  they  conclude  hcr6  that  the  vine 
cannot  profper,  and  that  the  wine  cannot  be 
good.  This  proves  that  the  nature  of  the 
foil  and  of  the  climate  require  fome  particular 
care  and  atteptioa*  of  which  good  obfervation, 
and  longer  experience,  may  lead  to  the  difco- 
vcry  of  the  fecret;  but  it  is  impofSble  to 
fuppofe  that  the  foil  of  Maryland  is  incapable 
of  producing  good  grapes. 

THE  falSTORY,   CONSTITUTION,  AISfD 
LAWS  OF  MARYLAND. 

Annapolis  being  the  feat  of  government, 
it  appears  to  me  proper  to  place  here  what  I 
have  to  fay  of  the  hiftory  and  conftitution  of 
Maryland. 

Th?  northern  ftates  of  America  owe  their 
eftablifliment  to  the  perfecutions  which  the 
Prefbyterians  fuffcred  in  England. 

Ccpilius  Calvert,  Baron  of  Baltimore,  a 

Catholic, 
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Catholic,  received  at  his  i*fequeft  in  l633'a 
charter  from  Charles  the  Firft,  who  gave  to  ^ 
him  and  to  Bis  heirs  (he  property  of  the  -; 
countries  to  the  north  of  the  f^otowmack^  ~ 
This  charter  granted  to  Cecilius  Calvcr-^ 
endowed  him  with  the  power  and  authorif^  -3 
of  making  laws  both  civil'ilid  criminal,  cc:^ 
raifing  taxes,  and  granting  nottburs. 

The  enabling  claufe  of' the  charter  ftat*'^-^ 
an  intention  of  cxtendinV  thfe  Chriftian  :^^- 
ligion  :  Charles  the  Firft  therein  engages  /br 
himfelf  and  his  heirs,  never  to  lay  upon  the  m^ 
habitants  of  thefe  new  colonies  any  interior  tax 
by  an  exterior  legtjlature. 

The  firft  colony,  compofcd  of  about  two 
hundred  gentlemen  of  fortune  and  rank,  and 
the     fame    number    of   their    partizans    or 
domeftics,  all  Catholics,  landed  in   the  be- 
ginning  of  l633   near  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Potowmack,  in  Chefapeak-bay:     They  gave 
to  their  eftabliftiment  the  name  of  Mairyland, 
fomc  fay  in  honour  of  the  virgin,  others  that 
it  was  in  honour  of  Queen  Mary,   wife  of 
Charles  the  Firft.     They  made 'their  eftab- 
liftiment  in  concert   with 'the  Indians,    of 
whom  they  bought  lands,  and  with  whom 

they 
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they  'liwd  in  great  cordiality.  '  Hity  re- 
ceived for  their  eftablifhment  more  fuccovfrs 
from  thefe  favages-  thaw  fhey  qould  expe<S ; 
tbey-  provided  thefts  with  game^  and  the 
Indian  women  taught  thenv  how^  to  n^aka 

bread  of  maizfe,  &C. -- •    '•-    ' 

Lord  Baltimore  cftablifhed  bri  Wlotiy  upoiv 
laws  of  entire'tokfritlori  for  ^vefy  te6t  of  the 
chriftiajT  religJonj'withbiit  prefef eAce  for  any, 
and  alfo  upoil'  thofc  'of  civil'  liberty;:  This 
colony  received  fuciceflively  ma4>y-iiew  etni-' 
gratidns*  from  Europe,  -and  a  confiderablc 
nuhnbet*  of  puritans  whom  the  laws  of  Vir-' 
ginl^  drove  fibm- their  infarit  fettlemen<i,  -iji' 
doiifec^ueinCe  of  which  it  increafed  very  mucb. 
An'aircmbly  of  freemen  formed  in  iftSSV  i^ 
concert  with  Lord  Baltijnor^,  a  kind  of  €on- 
itifutfiort  for  the  formation  of 'JaWs  which 
Ihould  not  be  enforced  till  aftef'they  had  re- 
ceived;the  fanction'of  tWo 'houfes,  and  the 
approbation  of  thfc  governor. 
•  In  the  midft  of  th^fe  wife  eftAbliiii^nltents  it 
is  {Jainfulfo  learn^  •  that -flaVery  tckik  root  ia 
this  colony  in  its  infancy,  for  aii  ^'ft  made 
by  an  aflembly  of  freemen^  in  grtm^  a  de- 
finition of  the  people^  pronounced  that  tAey 
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confifted  of  all  the  inhabitants^  the  JUtoes  ex* 
ceptfd. 

This  colony  was  diAurbed  fucceffivcly  by 
troubles^  which  were  quickly  appeafed  by 
Lord  Baltitnore^  of  whom  it  appears  that 
prudence  and  excellent  condudl  in  all  fitua-. 
tions  never  failed  him. 

After  the  death  of  Charles  the  Firft  affairs 
changed.  Cromwell  was  acknowledged  by 
this  province^  which  was  thpu  dependent 
upon  England.  Lord  Baltimore  was  obliged 
to  take  refuge  in  Virginia,  The  Catholic 
religion  was  excluded  after  the  EngliCh  re« 
ligion  was  eftablifhed  by  law.  In  ihort,  after 
many  viciflitudes,  and  after  the  reftoration 
of  Charles  the  Second,  Lord  Baltimore  was 
re-eftabliftied  in  the  property  of  the  ftatc  of 
Maryland,  where  his  heirs  were  fixed  till 
the  laft  revolution^  in  which  a  part  of  their 
pofleffions  was  confiicated. 

The  conftitution  of  l638  was  revifed  in 
1 650,  and  underwent  fome  changes,  was  fuf- 
pendcd  during  the  troubles,  but  after  thofe 
were  blown  over  it  was  reftored  to  full  vigour, 
and  remained  fo  till  1776,  when  the  prefent 
conftitutioQ  was  made. 

Bv 


KORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,   &C.  589 

By  this  conftitution  the  general  aflembly 
is  compofed  of  a  houfe  of  delegates,  and  a 
fenate.  Each  county  choofes  four  members 
of  the  houfe  of  delegates :  there  are  feven- 
teen  counties,  and  the  cities  of  Annapolis 
and  Baltimore  nominate  two  each.  The 
houfe  of  delegates  is  renewed  every  yeai". 
The  conditions  required  to  become  a  mem- 
ber are,  to  be  twenty- one  years  of  age,  a 
citizen  of  the  ftate,  a  refident  of  the  county 
of  one  year  (landing,  and  to  be  pofleffed  6f 
a  property  of  the  value  of  thirteen  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars.  The  eleftors  of  the  re- 
prefentatives  arc  required  to  be  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  and  to  be  freemen,  poffefling  a 
perfonal  property  of  eighty  dollars,  or  fifty 
acres  of  land.  There  are  fifteen  fenators 
who  are  chofen  for  five  years,  by  two  cledlors 
for  each  county,  chofen  by  the  eleftors  who 
choofe  the  reprefentatives.  Seven  fenators 
out  of  the  fifteen  are  required  to  be  of  the 
caftern  part  of  the  ftate,  and  eight  of  the 
weftern  part ;  their  funftions  all  ceafe  to- 
gether. In  order  to  become  a  fenator  it  is 
required  to  be  twenty-five  years  of  age,  to 

have 
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have  been  a  refident  of  the  ftate  during  the 
three  years  preceding,  arid  fo  have  a  property 
of  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixtv-t wo 
dollars. 

The  executive  power  con fifts  of  a  governor 
and  five  counfellors;  they' are  chofen  by  the 
majority  of  the  two  houfes  united.  The 
fame  conditions  required  to  become  a  fcnator 
are  required  to  become  a  counfcllor. 

The  governor  is  required  to  be  twenty-five 
year^  of  age  ^t  Icaft,  to  be  pofleflcd  of  pro- 
perty  tp  the  amount  of  thirteen  thoutand  two 
hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars,  and  to  have 
been  a  refident  of  the  ftate  during  the  five 
preceding  years. 

The   governor,    with   the  advice    of  the 
council,  appoints  to  all  places,  except  to  thofe 
of  (herifFs,  treafurers,  and  coroners.     He  has 
the  power  of  expelling  thofe  from  office  who 
are  in,    except   the  judges.     He    annuls  or 
mitigates  fentences,  and  is  military  chief  by 
land  and  fea  :  he  is  elected  for  one  year  only, 
and  can  only  be  re-ele6led  for  three  years  in 
ieven.     His  place  is  filled  in  cafe  of  abfence 
or  death,  by  the  counfellor  of  the  oldcft  {land- 
ing. 
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ing.  Evdfy-per(bn- before  ho  enters  into  any 
official  fundions  is  required,  to  take  aji  voath 
that  he  lis  of  the -Ghriftiatt  religion. 

With  t very*  few  exceptions/  very  reafonable 
aiid  of  fmall  extent,*  all  property  in  Marylarid 
is*  fubjeft  *to  taxation.  The  legiflacture  faii 
made  a  valuation  of  the  lands  In^ach  county^ 
and  according  to  different  rates,  which  vary 

from  half  a  'dollar  to  four  and  a  half;;   Slaves 

f 

are  valued  according- to' fhcir  age  and  fei!^ 
from  as  low  as'^drty  dollars  «p  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty.  The  lots  iivjtowns  are  valued 
in  proportion  to  their  renti  a  hundred  dolla»« 
when  the  rent  is  eight :  the  hoirfes  at  a  hiin*^ 
tJred  dollars  for  every  fixteen  of  rent.       ■ ' 

Independently  of  thefe  general  taxes^ 
every  advocate  at  the  time  of  his  admifiidn 
into  a  court  pays  eight  dollars,,  and  fo  for 
every  year  he  continues  his  profeflion.  The 
licences  for  keeping  taverns  pay  eight  dollars ; 
thofe  for  felling  fpirituous  liquors,  fixteen. 
Every  marriage  licence  pays  a  tax  of  a  dollar 
and  two  thirds. 

There  are  bcfides  thefe  a  great  many  other 
taxes,  upon  legal  proceedings,  upon  judg- 
ments, upon  decifions  of  the  court  of  chan- 
cery. 
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eery,  and  Bpon  thole  of  the  judge  of  the  office 
of  lands,  &c.  &c. 

When  the  ftate  has  an  occaiion  for  taxes^ 
the  legiflature  which  votes  them  appoints  in. 
the  fanae  bill  five  comraifljoners  for  the  county 
Thefe   conamiilioners   alfemble,    divide   th^ 
county  into  diftrids  for  taxation,  and  appoin 
an  aflciror  for  each  of  thefe  diftridls.     It  i^ 
the  duty,  of  thefe  aiTeirors  to  niakc  ufe  of 
legal  means  to  know  the  taxable  property  » 
every  individual.      Falfe   returns    made  h*" 
proprietors  are  punished  by  an  augmentati(»^  j 
of  the  taXy  to  the  double,  or  triple,  accordici 


to  the  nature  of  the  cafe. 

The  bafes  for  the  valuation  of  lands,  azak/ 
other  property  mentioned  above,  direft  tie 
afTefTors  in  afcertaining  the  quota  of  the  tax 
to  be  paid  by  each  individual.     Their  labour 
is  fubmitted  to  the  five  commiffioners  of  the 
county,  who  afterwards  appoint  the  colleftors  j 
thefe  depofit   the   money   they  colleiX  into 
the  treafury-cheft  of  one  of  the   two  parts 
of  the  ftate,  according  to    the  fituation    of 
the  county  where  the  tax  is  railed,  for  the 
more  ready  execution  of  their  duty,  under  the 
infpedion  of  the  commiffioners:    the   coi« 

le6lors 


leSb'rs  are  required  to  give  fccurity.    The 
goods,  movable  and  imtnovable,  of  tanablt  • 
peribns  majr  be  fcized  bj  the  colkiSors^  m  - 
dcfaulr  of  payment,  and  thofe  alfo  of  tke^ 
coliedors  are  liable  to  Ceizufe,  for  negligetice ' 
iti  their  cclledlion.     The  commiffioners  fe* 
ceive  a  dollar  and  a  half  for  every  day  they 
are  employed.    They  fix  the  falaries  oftbs' 
aiTeifors,  which  caniwt  exceed  (ixty*fix  doI« 
lars :  the  colle^rs  are  rewarded  with  fouf 
per  cent  of  what  they  receive.    The  ftaM 
has  XK)t  laid  a  tax  (iace  1786$  it  amounted 
ia  that  year  to  two  hundred  and  ei^ty*four 
thouiand  dollars^  and  the  ^espence  of  col« 
ledion  was  only  two  and  a  half  per  cent* 
The  taxes  upon  the  profeflioa  of  an  advo« 
cate,  and  upon  licences  joined  to  thofe  whicfa. 
are  produced  by  legal  proceflfes^  by  fifies,  iccm 
with  the  ancreaie  of  the  interefts  of  the  capi« 
tak  of  tihe  flarte,  have  been  (uffictent  to  pay- 
all  the  expenceflr  o£  government,  which  are 
c^mafied  fmm  fbv-enty  to  eighty  theufknl' 
dollars  per  annum.    The  (late  has  no  debts 
except  that  of  a  hundred  and  fifty-one  thoU'- 
(and  dollars  by  the  Union,  eftimated  by  tfhe 
corainiiBoners  whom  I  have  ib  efton  moEh^ 
Vox.-  III.  Qji  tioocd^ 


594  TRAVELS  tHBOUGU 

tioned.      It  has  m  the  £ngli(h  funds  fifty 
tboufaud  pounds  fierling,  which  were  placed 
there  before  the  revolution,  of  which  Eng- 
land acknowledges  the  claim,  and  to  which 
even  the  Englilfh  minifler  has  given  counte- 
napce ;  but  Maryland  has  not  yet  been  able 
to  obtain  payment  from,  the  bank  in  which 
thelc  fums  are    placed.      The.ftate   is  de- 
prived of  this  income  by  particular  reafons 
of  flate,  and  ^by  the  negligence  or  bad  con- 
du6i:  of  it^agents  in  England.   So  this  capital 
of  fifty  thoufand:  pounds  fterling  has  been 
increafing  by   accumulated    intereft  during 
thirty  years.     The  taxes  for  every  county 
are  not .  the .  fame,  but  they  arc  taxed  at  the 
mean  ra|e  of  a. dollar  and  a  half  for  two  hun- 
dfcd  and  feventy-icven  dollars  in  value  of  ail 
taxable  property. . 

,  The  towns  have  ^Ifo  their  particular  tazeSi 
according  to  their  wants ;  that  of  Baltimore 
amounts  to  four  dollars-  for  every  two  hun- 
dred and  feventy-feven  dollars  of  taxable  pro- 
perty. 

.  Every  one  acquires  the  rights  of  a  citi- 
zen of  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  by  only  mak- 
ing oath  before  a  public  officer  of  bis  pro- 

feffion 


r      * 
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feffion  of  Chriftianity,  and  of  allegiance  to 
the  laws,  and  to  the  ftate.  The  power  of 
pofle fling  every  fpecies  of  property,  and  of 
enjoying  all  the  advantages  of  a  native  citi- 
zen of  the  ftate,  is  the  immediate  confe- 
quence  of  this  oath,  except  the  right  of  per- 
forming public  funftions.  Foreigners  are  ex- 
empt by  the  law  from  taxation  for  two  years^ 
and  during  four  years  if  they  be  traders,  work- 
men, or  manufafturers. 

I  cannot  fpcak  at  any  length  of  the  fyftem 
of  the  laws  of  Maryland,  becaufe  I  have  not 
been  able,  to  procure  a  collcdion  of  them, 
notwithftanding  the  obligingnefs  pf  the  per- 
fons  to  whom  I  applied.  I  have  fpoken  in 
another  place  of  thofe  of  which  I  had  a  know* 
ledge  as  far  as  I  could  obtain  it. 

The  importation  of  negroes  from  Africa 
prohibited  by  the  law  ceafed  there  in  1763* 
The  introduftion  of  negroes  from  other  ftates 
is  forbidden  by  a  recent  law,  with  the  ne- 
ceflary  reftriftion  for  the  emigrants  who  bring 
them  as  domeftics. 


Q-9 


ROAD 
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ROAD  TO  FEDKRAL-CITY, 

The  comnanj  of  Mr.  Yates,  an  Engliih 
merchant,   whom  I  had  ieeii  in  the  iocicty 
at  Annapolis,  and  who  went  to  Upper  Marl* 
boroughy  induced  me  to  prefer  this  road,  not- 
withftanding  the  inconvenicncy  of  three  pa(^ 
iagcs  over  rivers,  which  I  could  have  avoid- 
ed by  taking  that  of  Bladenjburg.  The  coun- 
try from  Annapolis  to  South-River  rifes  a 
little,  at  leaft  it  is  divided  by  fmall  eleva- 
tions, which  are  not  much  more  thaa  banks, 
fimilar  to  the  other  (ide  of  the  bay.    The 
landfcapc  is  embelliflied  with  handfbme  coun- 
try-houies,  and  with  farm-houfes^  aknoft  all 
of  brick,   which  are   more   frequent  here. 
The  lands  are  not  Aripped  of  trees,  like  tbofe 
on  the  other  fide ;   and  as  at  this  feaibn  the 
fruit-trees  begin  to  blolTom,  they  are  more 
diftinguifhable  by  their  colours  than  at  any 
other  time  of  the  year.     The  lands  as  far  as 
South«-River  are  cultivated  for  corn,  which  is 
grown  almoft  every-where^  for  maize,  whicb 
is  not  planted  fo  early  ;  and  the  reft  is  laid 
out  into  meadows.     In  other  rei^)eds,  there 
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rfe  cvcr}'-where  the  fame  negligenac  of  til- 
iage^  wooden  fences,  and  what  23  more  dif- 
agreeable  and  fatiguing  to  a  traveller,  a  great 
•iiumber  of  gates  to  open.  South- River  is 
pafled  by  a  very  good  ferry-boat,  at  about 
two  miles  from  its  mouth  in  the  bay ;  the 
pafiage  is  a  league,  the  breadth  of  the  river 
more  than  a  mile^  and  its  navigation  does 
oot  extend  three  miles  farther-  At  the  head 
of  the  navigation  there  is  au  iafpe^ion  or 
cxcife  office  for  tobacco,  which  is  carried  on 
by  the  fame  means  as  in  Virginia,  but  with 
le(s  care  than  upon  James-River.  The  pro- 
f^t&  in  pafling  the  South-River  is  rich  and 
agreeable ;  the  ground  rifes  and  falls  in  gen- 
tie  undulations,  and  is  well  furniQied  with 
trees.  The  nature  of  the  country  beyond 
the  river  is  the  fame,  and  much  more  varie- 
gated than  on  this  fide.  At  prefent  they  are 
preparing  the  lands  for  the  planting  of  to- 
bacco. After  having  worked  the  land  it  is 
thuown  into  fmall  hdlocks  :  this  is  the  mode 
of  their  adlual  labour  in  the  fields.  During 
that  time  the  tobacco  fown  upon  beds  pre- 
pared for  that  purpofe,  as  1  have  obferved  in 

Qj\  3  (peaking 
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fpeaking  of  Virginia,  begins  to  rife  up*     la 
fome  fields  it  is  kept  covered  under  leaves^ 
or  dry  branches  of  trees.     In  others  where 
the  fields  are  defer,  or  where  there  is  a  na- 
.tural  (loping  in  the  land  in  a  good  (ituation, 
it  is  not  covered.      The   cultivation  of  to- 
bacco, which  had  been  very  much  ncgle^ed 
during  fevcral  years,  is  more  followed  this 
year  on  account  of  the  high  price  it  bears 
in  Europe  ;  but  the  foil  has  been  fb  long 
worked  with  this  exhaufling  produce,  and 
is  fo  badly  manured   (for  manure  is  abfo-- 
lutely  necelTary  for  tobacco  when  the  foil  is 
not  newly  broken  up),  that  it  is  not  capabl^^ 
of  producing  good  crops.     The  corn  is  bcrcs* 
very  feldom  attacked  by  the  Hefliap  fly,  andl 
the  cultivators  of  this  fide  of  the  bay  are 
equally  unacquainted  with  the  caufe  of  their 
being  exempt  from   them  as   thole  on  the 
other  fide  are  with  the  reafon  why  they  arc 
tormented  with  them. 

During  the  laft  three  days  the  weather 
has  been  what  would  be  called  very  hot  ia 
fummcr,  and  there  have  been  four  days, 
during  which  it  was  lb  cold  as  tp  require  a 

great 
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great  coat  to  ride  in.  Thefe  fudden  and  ir-* 
regular  variations  in  the  temperature  are  ex*^ 
tremely  incommodious. 

The  woods  upon  the   road  are  but  fewy 
and-  thefe   few  which   remain    are  cutting- 
dowii  to  make  room  for  the  lowing  of  to*- 
bacco.     New  land  that  is  tolerably  good  will* 
produce  two  crops  of  it  following  each  other 
fucceffively;  but  after  that  it  would  be  in-, 
capable  of  producing  any  thing  without  ma* 
riure.     In   every  place  upon  my  journey  I ' 
have  obferved  the  greatcft  quantity  of  land, 
which  I  have  fcen  to  be  in  an  cxhauftcd 
ftate :  never  any  manure,  no  reftorative  til-: 
lage,  nb  change  in  the  produdions,  nor  any 
of  tbdie  (imple  proceffes  in  agriculture  which; 
t*nd  to  invigorate  the  foil.    Independently  of 
the  expences  of  making,   and  the  cuftoms 
to  be  oVcpcome  in  feftsblifhing-  an  order'' of 
things  fo  efientiaHy  ufeful,  the  planters  give 
as  a  reafon  fcr  continuing  their  bad  fyftcm 
of  culture,  the  neceffity  there  is  of  obtaining 
large  crops  of  maize  for'  the   provifion  of 
their  numerous  (laves.     This  rcalbn,  which 
can  arifc.  only  froiti  want  of  reflcftion,  or^ 
^poQalaxixiefs,  *ix>ay<ierve  to  prove^  however ' 

Qji4  that 
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tbsit  the  lohatbitaQts  of  M^y  land  beg^  to  fed 
ibm-  iiKronventence  from  their  iiegrocsii 

The  river  of  PotakenU  whic|)  is  pafled  a| 
MounNPleaiknNferryj^  is  bu^  about  a  hundred 
^athoips  wide  therei  but  this  poioc  is  levenfy^ 
five  o^iles  from  its  mouth  in  th?  bf^,  ,a^  it 
h  onlj  6ve  if^iley  from  Mount-Pleafant, where 
it  ccafes  to  be  navigable  for  ve0elsi  oi  (wa 
Jiuiidred  tons  burden. 

Green  trecs^  of  which  there  are  but  iew 
to  be  ken  in  the  caft  part  of  Maryland,  at 
leaft  in  the  counties  which  I  hav^  pa0ed 
through^  are  much  more  abundant  oq  tbuk 
fide  ;  but  not  fo.  mvicb  fo  as  ip  a>any  othec^ 
ilates.    The  ced^r^  the  Scofch^pine^  the.cy<9 
prefs,  and  the  fprycertree,  ^re  the  moA:  com— r 
A)on.    Ther^  are  ^llo  fome  pines  called  fhft 
4u  Lord^  \f\xt  their  number  is  but  fmall^ 

Upperr Marlborough  is  three  fpiles  from 
Mouiu-Pleafant-ferry :  it  is  the  chi^  place 
of  Prince  GcorgtVCounty.     The  court  of 
judice  wa$  fittjng  on  the  day  ]  pafTfd  Jthere ; 
and  (he  only  inp  p{  this  fmal|  village  con- 
tains, or  entertains,  ^\\  thof^  vhonn  bufineft 
or  curikifity  a^lw  ays  draws  to  a  court.    It  was. 
then  crowded,  and  the  certainty, th»t  it-WouUi 
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ht  Co  had  taken  Mr.  Cook  from  Annapolis^ 
^r  the  piirpofe  of  engaging  me  not  to  iJop 
till  I  came  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Dixes,  five 
miles  further,  for  whom  he  had  given  xne  a 
letter.     This  mode  is  very  rhuch  pradtifed 
in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  where  hofpitality 
I8  the  general  character ;  and  the  delicacy  of 
an  European,  which  at  firft  (eems  backward 
in  profiting  freely  by  this  hofpitality,  foon  be-» 
corner  reconciled  to  it,  when  he  fees  how 
fimple  and  natural  it  is,  and  how  the  mailers 
of  houfes  who  load  a  traveller  with  kind- 
nefs  feem  to  be  pleafed  with  him  for  hav-* 
kig  given  them  an  opportunity  of  treating 
bim  in  that  manner.      All  agree  in  faying 
that  this  difpofition  is  more  general  in  Ma- 
ryland and  Virginia  than  any-where  elfe  j 
but  it  is  my  duty  to  repeat  that  I  have  found 
it  common  throughout  Americ^. 

Embracing  the  favour  of  Mr.  Cook*s  let-* 
ter,  1  went  to  Mr.  Dixc's;  a  young  woman 
carried  it  to  him,  and  in  a  little  time  after  I 
was  ifitrodqced  into  the  parlour  of  an  old 
inan  who  could  hardly  walk  ;  but  he  re-« 
pcived  me  in  the  bed  manner.  He  is  not-. 
t|^  m^fter  of  the  hqufe ;  it  belongs  to  the 

widow 
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widow  of  his  brother,  with  whom  he  lodges^ 
and  to  whom  I  was  immediately  prefented. 
She  is  a  woman  of  about  fixty  years  of  age, 
of  Ytry  agreeable  manners,  with  the  tleport- 
inent  and  tone  of  the  bcft  company.     I  was 
recommended  to  the  old  man ;   his  infirm 
ilatc  fcemed  to  claim  my  moft  affiduous  at* 
tention ;  it  is  of  him  then  which  I  have  the 
iDoft   to  obferve.  *  1  his  good  old   man,  of 
ninety  years  of  age,   fpoke  with  great  ani* 
roation,  and  particularly  againft  France.    He 
is  a  catholic^  a  pried,  and  a  jefuif :    thele 
titles  arc  certainly  fufficient   to  juftify  the 
paflion  with  which  he  expreffcd  himfclf  up- 
on every  thing  relative  to  that  country,  ^jc- 
cepe  the  priejis  and  the  nobility^  wbo^  faid  be^ 
de/ervc  to  have  an  abode  in  another  country. 
•*  I  was  reading/'  faid  he,  *^  a  French  book 
when  you  came  in,  and  one  of  the  bcft  in 
your  language ;  though  I  deteft  your  coun* 
Xryy  peopled  long  fince  with  atheifts  and  viU* 
lains,  I  like  its  language,  for  there  are  here 
aind  there  good  French  works,  better  than  in 
any  other  language/'    I  was  curious  to  know 
what  my  good  old  hoft  regarded  as  the  ma« 
ftcr-piecc  of  French  literature*    It  was  the 
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niandate  of  ,the  .  archbifliop  Chriftopher  .  of 
Beaumont  againfl  the  decree  of  the  paCf- 
liament  of  Paris  for  the  proicription  of  tb^ 
Jefuits.  **  Oh  I  fir/'  added  he,  **  your  people 
are  the  dregs  of  nations,  a  race  of  xalC- 
creants.  It  is  for  the  punilhment  of  their 
fins  that  God  has  permitted  the  prefent  re- 
volution ;  it  is  a  fcour^e  which  he  has  in 
his  hand  to  chaflilc  that  infidel  people,  aod 
\i^hich  he  will  never  lay  down  till  his  wrath 
ihall  be  appeafed,  and  that  will  probably  be 
9  long  time  firft,  for  he  has  a  great  mai>^ 
i)ns  to  punifh."  It  was  not  my  intention  to 
hurt  the  feelings  of  this  old  jefuit,  who  all 
this  time  offered  me  wine^  a|ked  me  in  the 
inofl  cordial  manner  to  dine  with  him,  and 
engaged  me  to  pafs  feveral  days  at  his  houf^« 
I  only  reprciented  to  him>  in  a  gentle  man- 
ner, that  it. appeared  to  toe  that  the  wrath i:>f 
God  would  not  be  confined  to  the  chaftiil^ 
ment  of  the  French  people  ;  and. that  they 
(night  alfo  be  confidered  ^s  a  icourge  which 
God  would  make  ufe  of  to  punifh  fbme 
other  powers,  fuch  as  the  emperor  for  ex- 
ample, upon  whom  the  late  victories  of 
l^uo^aparte  fell,  and  our   holy  father  the 
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-pope,  who  at  that  time  was  in  filch  danger, 
and  who  ncvcrthclcfs  was  furcly  not  a  fin- 
Jicr.  •*  O !  fir,*'  replied  he,  ••  all  this  ts  only 
a  temporary  cyH  to  our  holy  father;  God 
will  declare  himfelf  in  his  favour  when  he 
thinks  it  a  proper  feafon  for  that  purpofe : 
but  he  will  never  pardon  this  race  of  atbeilts 
and  rafcals ;  and  you  will  foon  fee  them  dif- 
perfed  and  annihilated,  unlefs  that  God  will 
fufTer  them  to  be  recalled  to  the  faith  and 
praftice  of  their  fathers :  ^but  I  fc«r  that  the 
'  goodnefs  of  God  cannot  go  fo  far  towards  a 
people  who  have  fb  long  continued  to  amafs 
iueh  enormous  crimes  upon  their  heads.  **  In 
ihort,**  continued  this  exafperated  old  man^ 

*  **  do  you  deiire  to  know  the  true  caufe  of  the 

•  French  revolution  ?  A  great  number  of  our 
brave  catholics^  herb  fee  it  in  the  writinsts  #f 
Voltaire  and  Roufleau ;  but  I  think  other* 

-wife.  ■  They  were  doubtleis  very  worthlefs 
men,  whofe  writings  have  ipread  very  baKi 
principles^  but  that  is  not  the  caufe  of  the 
French  revolution;  it  arofc  entirely  from  the 
deftruftion  of  the  fociety  of  Jefuits.  A  pco* 
pie  who  has  committed  fuch  a  crime  was  a 
fooliih  and  abomiuabie  racc^  and  who  wouM 
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dcftroy  of  courfe  all  power,  all  property^  ^i|d 
gvcrthrpw  all  the  laws,  fince  tl^eyljad  de- 
ftroy ed .  an  order  of  men  fo  \ifcful,  fo  facred, 
and  lo  obvioufly  thp  favour ifes  of  God/*     I 
was  fcrupulous  of  contradi^ing  my  agedhoft, 
otherwife  fo  obliging^  whom  I  ihould  have 
ib  little  convinced^ .  and  whom  my  opinion 
would  have  fo  badly  recompenlcd  for  a  good 
reception*   It  was  necedary  to  deplore  a  litdc 
with  him  the  dedru^ion  of  fuch  a  holy  {(y- 
ciety,  the  dcftruflion  of  the  principle  of  all 
virtue,  and  of  all  order,  and  to  acknowledge 
that  the  true  caufe  of  the  French  revolution 
was  in  the  abolition  of  the  Jefuits,  where, 
till  then,  I  gonfeiled  I  had  been  fo  little  en- 
lightened as  not  to  have  Ibught  for  it.    I  had 
alfo  to  attend  to  a  young  babbler  of  a  prief^, 
who  was  not  willing  to  grant  that  the  de^- 
ilru^iou  of  the  Jefuits  was  the  mod:  hideous 
and  the  mofl  unpardonable  of  a  imes.     In 
this  manner  I  pleafed  my  old  Jefuit,  and 
amufed  myfelf  by  contradiding  the  young 
pedant,  until  ^inner-^time.     It  was  Wcdnei^ 
day  in  paflion  week,  the  dinner  was  there- 
fore very  fparing,  quite  catholic,  and  cpn- 
iequeutly  not  Ycry  rtftorative  to  a  traveller. 

I  do 
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1  do  not  know  whether  tny  friends  will  cic- 
Gufe  me  for  making  fuch  a  long  article  of 
this  dotard;  but  at  leaft  it  willbe  an  ad- 
ditional proof  to  this  indubitable  and  well- 
known  truth,  that  intereft  and  the  paflions 
are  the  fpedlaclcs  through  which  men  view 
the  greateft  events.  Marcel  faw  the  in* 
tereft  of  kingdoms  and  the  great  fecrct  of 
diplomacy  in  the  art  of  dancing,  in  its  pro- 
pagation, and  as  he  faid  in  a  minuet ;  and 
the  old  Rev.  Mr.  Dixes  faw  the  French  re- 
volution in  the  deftruflion  of  the  Jefuits. 

As  to  the  reft,  the  manner  of  treating  the 
injuries  of  my  country  excepted,  it  is  im-» 
poflible  to  have  (hewn  more  kindnefs  for  mc 
than  old  Mr.  Dixes  did,  and  to  have  been 
more  obliging  and  more  civil  than  Mrs. 
Dixes,  his  fifter-in-law,  who  is  really  ami- 
able, and  appears  to  be  altogether  a  very  good 
woman. 

I  had  met  in  paffing  over  Mount-Pleaiant- 
ferry  a  young  man,  who  underflanding  that 
I  intended  to  go  to  Federal-City,  propofed 
that  we  Ihould  travel  together,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  meet  me  at  the  houie  of  the  oM 
jefuit.    He  was  faithful  to  his  appointment* 
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^wo  Other  inhabitants  of  Federal-City  were 
with  him,  (6  that  by  their  company  I  was 
cafed  of  the  inquietude  common  to  ftraiigcrs 
travelling  in  Maryland,  left  they  (hould  iofc 
their  way,  for  there  are  no  direflion  pofls 
by  the  road  fide  to  point  out  the  true  way, 
and  the  houfes  are  fo  thinly  fcattered,  that  a 
traveller  may  wander  about  a  great  deal  with- 
out having  an  opportunity  of  being  informed 
of  the  right  road. 

The  politics  of  my  new  travelling  com- 
panions were  very  different  from  thofc  of 
the  houfe  I  had  juft  quitted.  *'  Is  it  true/' 
(aid  one  of  them  to  me,  **  tiat  France  ba§ 
declared  war  agnlnji  America  ?"  "  I  believe 
nothing  of  it,"  aiifwered  I ;  **  France  loves 
America  fincerely  ;  (he  has  a  little  quarrel 
with  the  government,  but  (he  wiflies  for  no- 
thing more  than  the  happinefe  and  profperity 
of  the  people  of  America." 

**  Thefe  reports  of  a  declaration  of  war  arc 
falfe,  and  fpread  by  the  merchants  who  wifli 
to  raife  the  price  of  their  commodities,  or  by 
the  Englifli  who  wi(h  the  Americans  to  hate 
the  French/'  "  Ah  !  fir,  they  will  never 
fucceed  in  that ;  and  (hould  France  be  in  the 
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wrong»  (he  has  rendered  us  fervices  rufficieot 
not  to  be  treated  lb  rigoroufly  :  and  as  for 
me,  if  this  country  fhould  go  to  war  with 
France,  1  would  go  over  to  the  fide  of  the 
French,  and  take  my  friends  with  me.** 
•*  And  I  a!fo"— "  And  I  alfo,"  faid  the  other 
two.  **  It  an  American  were  to  fight  againid 
a  Frenchman,"  faid  they  in  the  courfe  of 
their  converdition,  in  which  1  took  part  only 
for  tiie  fake  of  fupporting  it,  **  that  would 
be  like  fighting  againft  his  father."  *•  And 
worfc  flill,"  laid  another,  ••  for  our  father 
has  only  given  us  life,  and  it  very  often  hap- 
pens that  he  does  not  give  us  any  money. 
France  has  given  us  liberty,  advanced  us 
millions  when  our  paper  currency  was  in 
great  difcredit,  and  that  at  a  time  when  flic 
was  not  fure  that  we  (hould  ever  be  able  to 
repay  it ;  and  fhe  has  lent  us  troops  and 
fliips.  Thele  villanous  Engliih  merchants 
wifli  us  to  forget  all  this,  that  they  may  fell 
us  their  merchandize  the  dearer,  but  they  wUl 
not  fuccecd  in  their  defign." 

The  afFe<aion  which  thefe  brave  fellows 
{o  plainly  manifelled  to  have  for  France 
was  united  with  an  attachment  for  the  un- 
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fortunate  M.  de  la  Fayette  ;  and  it  is  re- 
marked, that  it  is  the  fame  throughout  Ame- 
rica, and  that  the  fentiment  of  hatred  for 
France,  and  indifference  about  la  Fayette, 
are  aifo  found  united  in  the  oppofite  party. 
**  Is  it  not  fhameful,"   faid  my  fellow  tra- 
vellers,  "'  that  the  United  States  fliould  have 
done  nothing  for  that   brave   man  who  has 
rendered   us  fo  many  fervices  ?  If  the  prefi- 
dent  had  demanded  him  from  the  Ennperor, 
it  is  certain  he  would  have  given  him  up  to 
us,  for  he  belongs  to  us/'  "  Without  doubt,'* 
added  they,  "  the  prefidcnt  thought  that  he 
did  well  in  not  demanding  him,  but  he  would 
have  done  better  if  he  had,  and  alfo  if  he 
had  not  made  that  infamous  treaty ;  and  be 
aflured,  fir,  that  we  are  very  numerous  ini 
every  part  of  America  who  think  the  fame/* 
I  detail  this  converfation— to  which  I  af- 
firm that  I  add  nothing — in  the  firft  place, 
perhaps,  becaufe  it  gave  me  pleafure,   and 
then  becaufe  it  is,  whatever  the  Englifli  may  , 
lay  of  it,  the  expreflion  of  the  fentiments  of 
a  great  majority  of  the  people  of  America ; 
fentiments  which  France  ought  carefully  to 
maintain  without  abufing  them,  and  which, 
Vou  IIL  R  r  iu 
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in  the  mean  tinn^,  (he  would  put  an  cn5 
to  by  alienating  them,  if  (he  were  not  ta 
condudl  herfelf  with  juflice  and  liberality 
towards  America— if  (he  does  not  fpccdiljr 
put  a  flop  to  all  the  piracies  which  are  exer-* 
cifed  at  this  time  by  her  commiffioncrs  in 
the  Weft- Indies,  at  which  every  boneft 
frenchman  revolts  wha  is  a  friend  to  his 
country,  under  whatever  denomination  he 
may  come. 

I  could  every  day  recount  iimilar  exam«« 
pies,  for  there  are  but  few  taverns  at  which 
I  ftop  where  I  do  qot  hear  the.  fame  ex* 
preflions  of  attachment,  from  which  I  be- 
cojpe  every  day  more  perfuaded  of  the  nc- 
Geility  of  fpreading  in  this  country  wife  an4 
moderate  writings,  which  (hould  difplay  the 
a£lual  political  iituation  of  France  with  the 
United  States,  and  (hew  that  (he  is  the  friend 
of  America,  and  that  it  is  her  intereft  always 
to  be  fo. 

The  country  frpm  Ufper  MarHorougb  to' 
Eajiern^brancb  rifes  fucceffively,  and  every- 
where prefcnts  the  fame  range  of  barren  and 
bad  cultivated  lands.  From  the  tops  of  the 
mauntainsi  which  border  uppn  ttiQ  £aftern« 
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branch,,  the  river  Potowmack  is  feen  for  be- 
yond  George-Town,  and  as  far  as  Alexandria* 
The  Eaftern-branch  is  alfo  feen  in  its  courfe 
for  five  or  fix  miles ;  and,  in  (hort,  there  is  a 
profpcdl  of  the  whole  fite  of  the  new  city, 
the  public  and  private  buildings  of  which 
may  be  diftinguiflied  as  they  rife :  this  view 
is  fublime  and  beautiful,  but  fufficiently  con- 
fined by  the  heights  beyond  the  Potowmack 
to  enable  the  eye  to  embrace  the  various  ob- 
jeds  of  it  without  being  loft  in  its  immen- 
fity. 

The  county  of  Prince  George,  of  which 
Upper  Marlborough  is  the  chief  place,  is 
peopled  by  about  twenty-two  thoufand  in- 
habitants, of  which  twelve  thoufand  are  ne- 
gro flaves.  Tobacco  is  cultivated  here  in  a 
confiderably  large  quantity,  and  is  reckoned 
the  beft  in  Maryland. 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  in  this  county^ 
as  in  almoft  all  the  others  in  this  ftate,  the 
old  towns  or  villages  are  built  at  the  place 
where  the  rivers  begin  to  be  navigable,  bc- 
caufe  tobacco  being  formerly  the  only  article 
of  exportation,  it  was  ncceflary  that  the 
warehoufes  for  infpedting  it  ihould  be  placed 
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in  fuch  fituations,  and  they  have  fcrved  as  a 
pattern  to  other  houfes. 

The  Eaftern-branch  is  pafTed  in  a  tolerably 
good  boat,  a  little  too  flat,  and  a  great  deal 
too  finall  for  the  quantity  of  horles  which 
are  taken  into  it.     I  paffed  in  this  boat  with 
ten  horfes  and  a  carriage,  and  was  uneafy  till 
I  arrived  on  the  other  fide.      The   paflagc 
over  this  river  is  from  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  to  a  lcas;ue.      After  having  croffed  it 
you  enter  into  Federal-City,  that  is  to  fay, 
in  its  fire,  for  at   prefcnt  there   arc  only  a 
few  houfes  to  be  fecn  in  this  capital  of  the 
United  States — in  this  metropolis  of  North 
America. 

But  as  Federal-City  is  by  its  deftination, 
or  at  leaft  by  the  proje£l  of  its  deftination,  a 
principal  point  in  the  territory,  as  well  as  in 
the   interior   policy  of  the  United  States,  1 
fhall  fpeak  of  it  at  feme  length,  iand  in  fuch 
a  manner  that  the  hiftory  of  this  great  pro- 
je6l  may  be  well  comprehended ;  and  of  the 
means  employed  for  its  execution,  of  its  fitua^ 
tion,  a6tual  and  defigned,  as  well  as  a  ma- 
ture examination  of  all  the  circumftances  en- 
able me  to  forcfee« 

FEDERAL- 
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FEDERAL-CITY. 

A  little  time  after  the  conftitution  of  the 
United  States  was  made,  its  parxizans — and 
no  one  was  then  acciifed  of  not  being  fo— 
faw,  that  to  make  the  fyftem  of  confederation 
complete  it  was  neceflury  to  eftablifh  a  general 
feat  of  government  in  a  central  point  of  the 
United  States,  independent  of  every  particu- 
lar ftate,  and  of  which  the  fovcreignty 
Ihould  belong  to  the  Union.  As  the  sene- 
ral  government  exercifed  a  judicial  authority 
apart  from  that  of  the  feveral  ftatcs,  the 
vicinity  of  its  tribunals  to  thofe  of  a  par- 
ticular ftatc,  which,  having  a  jurifprudence 
of  Its  own,  might  infli6t  a  different  punish- 
ment from  that  of  the  Union  for  the  fame 
crime,  and  even  on  the  fame  fpot,  was  a 
great  inconvenience,  and  was  to  be  reme- 
died.  The  advantages  refulting  from  the 
refidence  of  the  general  government  in  a 
particular  ftate  might  be  the  occafion  of  jca- 
louly  among  the  ilates,  and  caufe  the  diiTo- 
lution  of  the  Union  ;  and  this  fource  of  dil- 
pontent  it  was  neceflary  to  remove  :  neither 
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Philadelphia  nor  New- York  was  placed  in 
the  centre  of  the  ftates  ;  and  the  deputies  of 
the  fouthern  dates  being  removed  at  a  greater 
diftance  from  the  Jfeat  of  the  government 
than  thofe  of  the  north,  this  circumftancc 
might  be  a  caufe  of  diffatisfaf^ion  to  the 
former,  and  interrupt  that  harmony  it  was 
fo  important  to  preferve.  To  conclude  ;  the 
fovereign  government  having  fomething  of  a 
fi£iion  in  its  exiflence^  its  eAablifhment  in  a 
territory  belonging  folely  to  the  Union,  and 
in  vihich  it  could  exercife  all  a6ls  of  fbve«» 
reignty  without  any  mixture  of  other  fove- 
reign authority,  would  give  it  a  greater  ap- 
pearance of  reality  :  fuch  were  the  princi* 
pal  reafons  which  were  in  faft  plaufible  for 
adopting  the  fcheme  of  placing  the  refideucc 
of  the  general  government  in  a  territory  ab- 
folutely  ceded  to  the  Union.  In  July  1790 
the  Congrefs  palled  a  law  to  this  efFed,  ia 
which  the  following  are  the  principal  pro- 
vifions : 

llh  To  authorize  the  general  government 
to  accept,  for  the  permanent  feat  of  its  rcddm 
ence,  a  territory  which  (hall  not  exceed  ten 
miles  fcjuare,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Potow- 
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itiack  and  the  Eaftern-branch,  or  Conngge^ 
cheque ;  but  with  a  refervation  to  the  ftate  in 
whofe  limits  the  territory  at  prefent  is,  of 
the  exercife  of  its  fovereignty  without  im- 
jJeachment  by  this  law,  till  the  aftual  efta- 
blifliment  of  the  general  government  ia  fuch 
territory,  unleis  the  Congrefs  (hall  provide 
otherwife  by  a  fubfequent  law. 

2A.  To  authorize  the  prefident  of  the 
United  States  to  appoint,  and  continue  with 
falaries,  three  commiffioncrs  to  furvey,  mea- 
iiire,  and  defcribe  the  limits  of  fuch  diftridl, 
with  the  lifnitations  above  provided  ;  the 
faid  comtniffioners  to  aft  under  the  direcftion 
and  control  of  the  prefident  of  the  United 
State's.— Two  of  the  three,  at  leaft,  aglree- 
itig  to  each  aft. 

3d.  To  authorize  the  faid  commiflionefs 
to  purchafe  or  receive  the  ceffion  of  fuch 
lands  on  the  eafl:  bank  of  the  Potowmack 
as  the  prefident  of  the  United  States  (hall 
judge  proper  for  the  ufe  of  the  general  go- 
vernment ;  and  to  enjoin  the  faid  cortimi(^ 
iioners  to  have  in  preparation  on  the  firft 
Monday  in  December  1 800  the  buildings  ne- 
ccflary  for  the  reception  of  the  Cougrcis,  the 

R  r  4  pre(ident. 
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prefident,  and  other  officers  of  the  Uaited 
States :  the  whole  to  he  erqfted  ypoii  plan^i 
adopted  by  the  prefident. 

4th.  To  authorize  and  enjoin  the  pre(i*. 
dent  to  accept  donations  of  money,  which 
may  be  contributed  towards  the  defraying 
the  expences  of  fuch  acquifitions  an4  build- 
ings. 

5th.  To  declare,  that  on  the  firft  Mon-. 
day  of  December  1800  the  government  of 
thc^^nited  States  (hall  be  transferred  to  fuoh 
difti-i61;  and  place  as  is  before  mentioned. 
To  require,  that  the  feveral  offices  attached, 
to  the  government  fhall,  in  like  maaner,  be 
tran.fcTrcd  to  the  fame  place,  under  the. 
fjpcriiitendancc  of  thofe  who  at  the  time 
hz'iuz  fliall  be  at  the  head  of  fuch  cilices  : 
and  that  thenceforth  the  bufinefs  of  fuch 
o/iices  fliaU  be  tranfa61ed  only  in  the  (aid, 
place  :  and  to  aflign  for  the  payment  of  the 
expences  occafioned  by  fuch  removal  the  du- 
ties on  importation  and  tonnage  to  the  extent; 
necelfary. 

This  law,  which  pa(red  while  the  Congre(s 
fat  at  New  York,  provided  alfo,  that  thq. 
gpvernment  of  the  United  States  (Jiould  be.. 

remove^ 
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removed  to  Philadelphia,  to  remain  there  till 
the  firft  Monday  of  Pecember  1800,  the 
period  of  it&  inftallation  in  its  permanent  re* 
fidenfee. 

The  Congrefs  had-  been  prcvioufly  aflTured 
of  the  favourable  difpofition  of  the  States  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland  towards  this  plan  i, 
both  one  and  the  other  having,  in  preceding, 
fittings  of  their  Icgiflatures,  offered  to  cede, 
the  part  of  their  territory  neceflTary  to  its 
completion.  The  feat  of  the  government 
certainly  could  not  be  better  cholen :  it  was. 
not  only  central,  but  was  at  a  diftance  from' 
all  danger  of  being  difturbed  by  a  foreign* 
power,  in  any  cafe  of  war  ;  and  was  a  fitua-. 
tion  favourable  for  the  eredion  of  a  great, 
commercial  city,  with  ample  means  of  be- 
ing furniflied  with  prQvi|ions,  and  in  a  fiae 
and  healthy  fpot. 

As  the  ftates  of  Virginia  and  Maryland 
had  an  evident  advantage  in  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  government  i,n  the  place  chofeii 
by  this  law,  they  were  a6live  to  forward 
the  execution  of  the  fcheme^  towards  which 
Virginia  gave  thp  union  the  fum  of  a  hun-* 
dred  and  twenty  thoufand  dollars,  and  Ma^ 
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ryland,  fevcpty-two  thoufand  dollar^.  The 
proprietors  of  lands  on  the  (pot  chofen  for 
the  new  city  had  an  intcrcft  ftill  more  im- 
mediate in  the  plan.  They  gave  the  Union 
the  abfolute  property  of  the  half  of  the  lots 
of  which  the  city  was  to  be  compofed.  They 
alfb  gratuitoufly  ceded  all  the  ground  necef- 
fery  for  ftreets  and  fquarcs,  with  a  rcfervtf- 
tion  of  eighty  dollars  to  be  paid  for  every 
acre  employed  in  forming  public  gardens. 
The  lots  remaining  in  the  hands  of  individoral 
proprietors,  and  thofe  that  became  the  pro- 
perty of  the  federal  government,  Were  to  ht 
fo  diflributed  that  individuals  and  the  gcf- 
vernment  Aiould  equally  divide  the  advan- 
tage and  inconvenience  of  the  re{pt€iivt  filu- 
attions  of  the  feveral  lots. 

In  March  1 79O  the  Congrefs  paflbd  a  law, 
by  which  the  commiflioners  were  empower- 
ed to  borrow,  with  the  fanftion  of  the  pre- 
fident  of  the  United  States,  the  fum  of  three 
hundred  thoufand  dollars,  to  defray  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  eftablifhment  ordered  by  the 
law  of  1 790,  with  provifocs,  that  they  fhould 
not  borrow  more  than  two  hundred  thoufand 
dollars  iu  the  fame  year,  nor  pay  cdiorc  than 

fix 
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fix  per   cent  for  the  loan  ;  that  the  iuips 
borrowed  (hould  be   redeenxable    in  .  18oa  ;. 
and  that  the  lots  m  the  city  belonging  tOh 
the  government,  not  fold,  and  deftined  to  be 
fo,  fhould  be  the  pledge  for  the  loan,  and  the 
means  of  its  re-payment,  the  United  States^ 
undertaking  to  make  good  the  deficiency »  if" 
there  fhould  be  any.     The   fame  law  en-^ 
joined  the  commiflioners  to  make  a  return: 
cwtxy  fix  months  to  the  fecretary  of  the  trea^ 
fury  of  expenditures  of  the  fums  thus  bor* 
rowed. 

The  commiflioners,  therefore,  had  at  their 
difpofition  a  hundred  and  ninety-two  thou^ 
fand  dollars,  the  donations  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland ;  and  three  hundred  thoufand  dol*- 
lars,  the  loan  authorized  by  the  Congrefk^, 
independent  of  the  produce  of  the  fale  of 
lots,  the  property  of  the  general  government, 
which  they  were  empowered  to  fell,  witb 
certain  reflridlions  impofed  by  the  prefic|ent 
of  the  United  States, 

The  navigation  of  the  Potowmack  was 
interrupted  in  many  places  below  Cumber- 
land, to  the  diflance  of  a  hundred  and  ninety* 
two  miles  from,  the  feat  of  the  new  city  3^ 

but 
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but  more  efpecially  at  fifteen  miles  above 
George-Town,  where  there  was  a  great  fall, 
and  at  a  place  fix  miles  nearer,  where  there 
was  a  lets  confivlerable  fall.  A  company  had 
been  incorporated  by  the  ftatcs  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  in  17^**  by  the  name  of  the 
Potswmack  Company',  with  a  grant  of  tolls  oa 
different  canals  they  had  undertaken.  The 
adoption  of  the  fcheme  of  eftablifliing  the 
general  government  on  the  banks  of  the  Po- 
towmack,  gave  new  aftivity  to  thefe  under- 
takings, which  had  begun  to  languifti.  In 
1795  the  (hares  of  this  company,  which  at 
its  eftablifhment  amounted  to  five  hundred, 
at  four  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  each, 
were  increafcd  to  fix  hundred;  and  thus  the 
company  had  the  difpofal  of  two  hundred 
arid  feventy  thoufand  four  hundred  dollars 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Potow- 
mack.  The  ftates  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
,  land  were  moreover  particularly  interefted 
in  the  fucccfs  of  the  company,  by  being  pro- 
prietors of  a  great  number  of  its  (hares. 

When  the  undertakings  of  this  company 
(hall  be  fiiii(hed,  the  produce  of  an  immenfb 
extent  of  country,  which  at  prcfent  is  con» 

veycd 
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veyed  by  land  to.  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore^ 
will  find  a  more  ample,  ready,  and  lels  ex- 
penfive  market  through  the  means  of  this 
great  river;  and  Federal-City  will  acquire 
new  relburces  both  for  its  confumption  and 
its  commerce,  adding  greatly  to  the  natural 
advantages  of  its  fituation. 

The    point  of  land  which  feparates  the 
Potowmack  from  the  eaft  branch,  and  which, 
is  within  the  fite  of  the  new  city,  is,  at  dif- 
ferent times  of  the  year,  not  only  difficult, 
but  dangerous    to  double  :    and    the    Eaft- 
branch    prefenting    the    greateft    depth    of. 
water,  and  the  fafeft  anchorage  for  fliips, 
it  became  an  objedt  of  importance  to  join? 
the  Potowmack  to  that  branch  by  a  canal; 
befides,  that  fuch  a  canal  would  be  of  great- 
advantage  to  the  new  city.     Two  lotteries 
were  authorized  by  the  flate  of  Maryland,  in 
17O8,  for  the  forming  fuch  a  canal ;  each 
lottery  confifting  of  a  hundred  and  fevcnty-* 
five   thoufand  dollars,  of  which  a  profit  of 
fifteen  per  cent,  that  is  to  fay,  twenty-fix; 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  dol- 
lars, was  granted  to  the  canal.  '  ^ 

Such  were  the  .means  employed  for  the 

eflablifh- 


C23  ntAVELS  TlfBOtJAll 

cftablifliment  of  Fcdcral-City,  Whofc  fitc 
tends  more  than  three  miles  along  the  banks 
of  the  Potowmack,  and  the  Eaft^branch  ; 
and  includes  four  thoufand  one  huadred  and 
twenty-four  acres  fquare. 

In  America,  where,  more  than  in  any 
other  country  in  the  world,  a  d^iire  for 
wealth  is  the  prevailing  paflion,  there  are 
few  fchemes  which  are  not  made  the  means 
of  extcnfivc  fpeculations ;  and  that  of  the 
credting  of  Federal-City  prefented  irrefiflible 
temptations,  which  were  not  in  fad  neg« 
lecfted. 

.  Mr.  Morris  was  among  the  firft  to  per- 
ceive the  probability  of  immenfe  gain  ia  fpe^ 
culations  in  that  quarter  i  and,  in  conjunct 
tion  with  Meffrs.  Nicholfon  and  Greenleaf, 
a  very  fhort  time  after  the  adoption  of  the 
plan  purchafed  every  lot  he  could  lay  hold 
on,   either   from  the  commiflioncrs  or  in«- 
dividual  proprietors  ;  that  is  to  fay,  every  lot 
that  either  one  or  the  other  would  fell  at  that 
period.     Of  the  commiflioncrs  he  bought  fix 
thoufand  lots  at  the  price  of  eighty  dollars 
per  lot,  each  containing  five  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  fixty-five  fquare  feet*      The 
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conditions  of  his  bargain  with  the  commif- 
iioners,  which  was  concluded  in  1793,  were, 
that  fifteen  hundred  of  the  lots  ihould  be 
chofen  by  him  in  the  north-^eaft  quarter  of 
the  clty^  and  the  remaining  four  thoufand 
five  hundred  wherever  Mr.  Morris  and  his 
partners  chofe  to  feled  them ;  that  he  ihould 
ere  A  an  hundred  and  twenty  houf^s  of  bricky 
and  with  two  ftories,  on  thefe  lots  within  the 
fpace  of  feven  years ;  that  he  fhould  not  fell 
any  lot  before  the  firft  of  January  1 796,  nor 
without  the  like  condition  of  building ;  and 
finally,  that^he  payment  for  the  lots  (hould 
be  completed  within  feven  years,  to  com- 
mence on  the  ift  of  May  1794  ;  a  fcventh 
part  to  be  paid  annually — that  is  to  fay,  about 
fixty-eight  thoufand  dollars  yearly,  the  pur-^ 
chafe  money  for  the  whole  being  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty  thoufand  dollars. 

The  lots  p^urchafed  by  Mr.  Morris  from 
individuals  amounted  to  nearly  the  fame 
number,  and  were  bought  at  the  fame  price^ 
The  periods  for  payment  varied  with  the 
different  proprietors,  and  are  not  of  im- 
portancQ  in  this  general  hifbry  of  Federal- 
City. 

The 
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The  falc  made  to  Mr.  Morris  was  the  only 
one  of  like  extent  made. either  by  the  com- 
miffioners  or  individuals.  Expcfting  a  higher 
price,  the  commiflioners   waited   for  a  time 
when  demands  for  habitations  would  be  morc^ 
numerous.    The  private  proprietors  aded  oa- 
the  fame  principle,  and  both  one  and  the 
other,  in  the  fale  made  to  Mr.  Morris,  con- 
fidcred  it  chiefly  as  the  means  of  haftening 
the  completion  of  the  city,  by  the  induce- 
ment he  would  have  to  fell  part  of  his  lots, 
and  fo  augment  the   number  of  perfbns  in- 
tei  efled  in  the   rapid  progrefs  of  the  under- 
taking.     Mr.  Morris,  in  fact,  fold  about  a  - 
thouland  of  his  lots  within  eighteen  months 
of  his  purchafe.     The  building  of  a  houfe  for 
tlie  prefident,  and  a  place  for  the  fittings  of 
the  Congrefs,  excited,  in  the  purchafcrs  of 
lots,  the  hope  of  a  new  influx  of  fpccula- 
tions.     The   public  papers  were  filled  with 
exaggerated   praifes  of  the  new  city  ;  ac- 
counts of  the  rapidity  of  its  progrefs  towards 
completion ;  in  a  word,  with  all  the  artifices 
which  trading  people  in  every  part  of  the 
world  are  accuflomcd  to  employ  in  the  dif- 
pofal  of  their  wares,  and  which  are  perfcQly* 

knowBi 
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kjaowhj   and   amply  .pi*a6lifed  in   this  new- 
\Vorld.  . 

Mr.  Law  and  Mr.  Dickinfon,  two  gentle*, 
men  that  had  lately  arrived  from  India, .and. 
both  with   great  wealth.  General  Howard^. 
General   Lee,   and    two   or   three    wealthy, 
Dutch    merchants,   were   the   perfons   who 
bfQUght  the  greatefl  number  pf  lots  of  Mr*, 
Morris ;  but  none  more  than  Mr.  Law,  who- 
purchafed  four  hundred  and  forty-five  lots* 
The  lowefl:  they,  gave  was  two  hundred  and 
ninety-three   dollars  per  lot— or  rather  .five, 
pence   for   each   fquarc   foot,   of  Mjiryland 
money  ;  for  all  the  lots  were  not  abfoli^ely- 
of  the  fame  extent.     Many  of  the  lots  fold- 
for  fix,  eight,  and  ten  pence  per  fquare  foot  y 
the  laft  comers  conftantly  paying  a  highef^ 
price,  and  the  fituation  of  the  lots  alfo  mak** 
ing  a  difference  in  their  value.     Someof  tlie. 
more  recent  purchalers,  in  order  to  have  one 
or  more  of  the  entire  fquares  into  which  the, 
whole  was  divided,  or  for  other  purpofes  of 
their  fpeculations,  made  their  purchafes  of 
the  commiffioners,  paying  at  the  f^me  rate 
for, them.  .  The  bargains  were  all  clogged, 
with  the  fame  conditions  to  build  asHtbat  of, 

Vol.  HI.  Sf  Mr. 
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Mr.  Morris,  fhc  number  of  lots  ibid  in 
this  manner  amounted  to  fix  hundred*  Each 
6f  the  purchafers  chofe  his  ground  according 
to  the  opinion  he  had  of  its  general  advan- 
tages, and  Y>f  its  being  in  a  neighbourhood 
tlmt  would  the  moft  readily  be  filled  with 
houfes.  The  neighbourhood  of  the  prefi- 
dent^s  hou(e,  of  the  Capitol,  of  George- 
Town,  the  banks  of  the  Potowmack,  the 
Point,  and  the  banks  of  the  £aft*briinch, 
Were  the  places  chiefly  cholen  by  the  &r& 
purchafers. 

The  opinion  that  the  ground  marked  out 
for  the  whole  city  would  fbon  be  filled  wa» 
&  general,  and  the  prefident  of  the  United 
States  and  the  cdmmiflioners  were  lb  much 
of  the  fame  opinion,  that  in  their  regulation 
they  pr<^tbited  the  cultivating  any  portion  of 
t^e  ground  otherwife  than  for  gardens ;  tf 
to  build  faoufes  with  le(s  than  two  fbrkSf 
or  even  to  build  houfes  of  Wood. 

Thefe  regulations  tvere,  however,  fpceiStf 
aflerwands  withdrawn ;  and  the  original  pr(^ 
prietors  h&d  liberty  to  inclofe  and  cultivatB 
act  their  pleafure  the  ground  they  bad  ni* 
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Mr*  Blodget,  otic  of  the  mbft  coiifiderabk 
and  intelligent  KJiectihitDrs  of  PhiiadelBhia^ 
having  pUrchafcd  a  large  qvlantity  of  lots, 
under  the  prcteticc  of  forwarding  the  builds 
ing  of  the  city,  bat  ttiore  probably  with  the 
real  motive  of  dilpofing  ihoft  ftcurcly  and 
advantageoufly  of  his  acquifition^^  made  two 
lotteries  for  the  difpofal  of  them.  Thd 
principal  lot  of  the  firft  wa«  a  handfome 
tavern,  built  between  the  capitol  and  the 
Prcfident's  houfc,  valued  at  fifty  thoufaiid 
dollars;  the  three  principal  lots  of  the  fe^ 
cond  were  three  houfes  to  be  erected  neaf 
the  capitol,  of  the  refpeftive  value  of  twenty^ 
five  thoufand,  fifteen  thou(and,  and  ten 
thoufand,  dollars.  Thefe  lotteries  were 
made  before  the  prohibition  of  the  ftatc  of 
Maryland  to  make  private  lotteries,  without 
the  authority  of  the  legiflature.  They  were' 
powerfully  patronised  by  the  commiflioners, 
who  cotiiidered  them  as  the  mians  of  ad<- 
vancing  the  builditag  of  the  city.  It  appear^ 
that  thefe  lotteries  were  attended  with  the 
tScGt  propofed  to  himfelf  by  Mr.  Blodget, 
that  of  gaining  a  large  profit  on  the  difpofal 

Sf2  of 
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of  hi^  lots,  and  that  he  was  the  only  pcrfon 
not  deceived:  in  the  tranfadifon. 

.The  fpeculations  of  Mr..  Morris,  and  the 
fucceeding  purchafers,had  not:  the  fame  rapid 
fuccefs.     After  the  plan  of  the  city  had  been 
for  a  while  admired  for  its  beauty  and  mag- 
nificence,  people  began,  to  perceive  that  it 
was   too   extenfive,     too   gigantic,    for  the 
actual  circumflances  of  the  United   States, 
and  even  for  thofe  which  mult  follow  for 
a  feries  of  years,  admitting  that   no  inter- 
vening   accidents   arrefted    the    progrefs  of 
their  profperity.     It  was  difcovered. that  the 
immenfe  extent  of  ground  marked: out  for 
the   city  \vould  not  be  fo  fpecdily  covered 
with  houfes   as  was   expefted ;  and  every 
proprietor  of  lots  intrigued  to  get  the  neigh-  . 
bourhood  of  his  lots  firfl  inhabited.     From 
that  inflant  the  common  interefl  ceafed,  and 
the  proprietors  became  rivals.     Each  began 
to  build  in  his  own  quarter,  with  the  hope 
of  drawing  thither  the  new-comcFS,    Each 
vaunted  of  the  advantages  of  that  fide  of  the 
city  where  his  property  lay,  and  depreciated 
others.     The  public  papers  were  no  longer 

'"'  filled 
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fHied  with  the  exceilericics  of  Fedcral7City,J 
but  with  thofe  of  one  ot  other  of  its  quarters. 
-  The  tommiflioners  wew  hot  altogether 
clear  frotii  this  venaj  conteft.  Two  of  them 
poffeflcd  Aots  near  George-Town  ;  and  if 
that  had  not  been  the  cafe,  their  habits  and: 
prejudices^  relative  to  the  city  would  have 
determined  their  opinion  as  to  the  advan-' 
tage  of  beginning  to  build  in  one  quarter, 
or  ahothef,  and  wbtild  not  have  permitted 
them  to  rdmain  indifFerent  fpedlators  of  the 
emulation  of  the  fcveral  proprietors. 
.  The^e  wer^  four  principal  quarters  to 
whi^h  different  iqterefts  had  drawn  the 
greatcfft  number  of  houfes.  The  inhabitants 
Off  'G?eorg©-Tovv^n,  who:  had  purchafed  a 
great-  many  lots,  in  their  neighbourhood, 
maintained  that  a  fmall  town  already  built 
was  the  proper  fpot  to  begin  the  new  city, 
by  fadlitating  and  augmenting  its  refourccs* 
Thcy-boafted  of  the  port  of  George-Town, 
ftnd  t-eprefentcd  the  commerce  already  be- 
longing to  the  place  as  a  favourable  open- 
ing to  the  general  commerce  of  the  city.  ' 
'  The  proprietors  of  lots  near  the  Point 
declared  that  fituation^to  be  the  moft  airy, 

S  f  3  healthy. 
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healthy^  an4  beautiful  ia  the  city;  advan* 
tageous  to  commerce^  as  it  lay  Moog  the 
banks  of  both  rivers,  and  as  being  a  oentral 
(ituation  between  the  oapitol  and  the  Prelif^ 
dent's  houfe,  from  each  of  which  il  waa 
equally  diftant* 

The  proprietors  of  the  Eaft^braoch  con- 
temned the  port  of  George-Town,  and  the 
banks  of  the  Potqwmack^  which  arc  not  fe-* 
cure  in  winter  from  (hoals  of  ice ;  they  de^ 
cried  the  Point,  which^  placed  bctwpei)  tho 
two  rivers,  was  far  from  being  abl^  toai^ 
ple|:ely  to  ?njoy  the  advantage  of  either; 
a^d  boailed  of  |heir  own  port,  becauie  of  it9 
great  depth,  ai)d  its  fepurity  froni  icff»  imd 
from  the  raoft  prevailing  wind^  They 
vaunted  of  their  vicinity  to  thv  capitoJ, 
which  muft  be  the  common  9^tiU^  q{%{^ 
fairs»  it  being  the  placr  qf  the  fittings  of 
the  Cpngrefs,  and  in  which  9II  ihp  fa9m\>^r^ 
muft  meet,  at  lead  once  iii.  tjie  dftj,  and 
from  which  their  diilance  wfl%  PfH^  xnorc 
fhan  three  quarters  of  a  mile. 

The  proprietors  in  the  neijghbourhood  of 
^he  papitol  contended,  that  FederaUCity 
^as  ppt  neceilarily  a  cpmmf  r^ia)  t9Wi) ;  tha( 


the  efiential  point  wa«  to  ra\i9  ^  city  for 
tho  e{Ubli0imf  Qt  of  tho  Congrds  an4  gg^r 
vernment;  U)at  the  Daturd  proggreis  was, 
firil  to  build  hoijles  round  the  capUoU  and 
then  to  extend  them  towards  tba  Pre6dent*s 
houfe,  whichj  although  of  a  fecondary.  con* 
fideration,  was  nevertbelef^  nestt  in  import 
taace  to  the  capito);  and  that  fvery  c6b)it 
ihould  be  made^  for  the  cQnvenience  of  Conr 
grefs  and  the  facilitating  of  pubUc  a6Fair^ 
to  unite^  by  a  continuation  ^f  (Ireets  and 
buildings,  theie  two  principal  ppiAts  gf  the 
government. 

Thus  each  propfietpr  fuppgrt^d  with  btf 
lurguments  the  inti^refts  of  the  quarter  where 
the  mafs  of  his  property  lay  i  bv  be  biiilt 
notwithilaAding  with  great  cauti<^,  and 
witfi  a  conftant  fear  of  fome  of  f ha  oppoiitp 
intereib  prevailing. 

The  commiilioucrst  to  who0»  was  «a^ 
trailed  the  ere£iion  of  p^b^c  edifices^  wetur 
ttccuied  by  the  proprietors  that  ky  at  a  dis- 
tance from  Geprge-tTown  c^  paying  an  un*- 
due  attention  to  the  completion  of  the  Prefi- 
denf  s  houfe^  which  yvsLS  in  their  neighbours 
hood;  of  designing  |q  eftabliOi  Ute  publicr 

S  f  4  offices. 
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"offices  there,  and,  confcquently,  to  neglcft 
the  capitol ;  in  a  word,  of  being  partial  to 
XSeorge-Towu  to  the "  injury  of  the  three 
other  quarters  of  the  town. 

Each   of  thefe   opinions  relative  to   the 
-fpot  at  which  they  Ihould  begin  to  build  the 
•city  might  find  advocates,  even  among  dif- 
iuterefted  people,  regarding  only  the  public 
•advantage;  but  the  public  advantage  was  no 
motive  ef  any  of  the  rival  parties. 
-^    This  ftate  of  things  continues  at  prefent. 
The  Prefident's  houfe  is  fufficiently  advanced 
to  be  covered  in  this  year ;  that  wing  of  the 
capitol- which  is  at  prefent  begun  (for  the 
plan  of  that  edifice  is  fo  extenfive,  that  the 
execution  of  two  thirds  of  it  has  been  aban- 
-doned  to  an  indefinite  period);  may,  perhaps, 
'\yo  covered  in  during  the  fucceeding  year ; 
and  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  houles  are 
•Mattered  ever  the  vaft  fiirfiice  traced  out  for 
•4h«  city,  each  of  the  four  contending  quar- 
•t-crs  having  from  thirty  to  forty,  for  the  moil 
•part  very  diftant  from  each  other. 
-..  The  publicity  of  thefe   circumftanccs  is 
•tio  doubt  ione  of  the  principal  hindrances  of 
-ftU  acceffiou  of  new  adventurers.    The  fame 

caufes 
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caufes  have  checked  the  efforts  of  the  pre- 
fent  proprietors  ;  among  whom  Mcffrs,  Mor- 
ris, Nicholfon,  and  Greenleaf;  are  moreover 
embarraffed-  by  the  ftate  of  their  affairs, 
having  pledged  their  property  for  the  pay- 
ment of  their  debts,  and  being  in  faft  dif- 
abled  from  making  the  neceflary  advances 
to  retrieve  their  affairs,  or  even  to  fulfil  their 
•conditions  of  their  contraft  in  building:. 
'Laft  jtar  they  built,  or  began,  forty  houfes 
"of  brick,  in  different  parts  of  the  city. 

From  the  concurrence  of  thefe  cifcum- 
ftances,  it  is  to  be  expe&ed  that  few  houfes 
'will  be  begun  this  year.     This  at  leaft  is 
the  general  apprehenfion  of  the  perfons  moft 
interefted  in  the  growth  of  the  city.     Few 
•  lots  are  at  prefent  Ibid  ;  there  is  more  public 
fear,  but  efpecially  more  jealoufy  among  the 
'proprietors,  than  any  other  difpofition ;  and 
thefe  are  not  favourable  to  the  proiperity  of 
the    new  eftablifhment,     Federal-City   has 
alio   enemies  in    the  flate  of  Pennfvlvania, 
who  relu6tantly  fee  the  Congrefs  on  the  eve 
of  departing  from  them  ;  and  even  in  many 
parts  of  the  ftates  of  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
who  regret  the  fums  which  the  public  ex- 
penditure 
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fcnditere  will  draw  to  this  pointt  each 
being  eager  more  immediately  to  partake  of 
the  advantage* 

He  who  contemplates  the  fubjed^  without 
iuterefl  aud  paffioHj^  having  caft  his  eye  over 
the  timits  of  this  great  plan  for  a  city,  need 
Xkot  enter  into  the  particular  circomAances 
that  aggravate  the  evil^  to  aagur  unfavour- 
ably on  the  promptitude  of  the  execution  of 
the  plan^  o^  even  of  its  pra£ticability«  The 
idea  of  forming  a  city  for  the  feait  of  the  ge« 
Bcral  government^  having  no  dependence  on 
any  of  the  ilates»  is  at  once  grand  and  de«> 
JightfuK  The  fite  of  the  city,  as  I  have  al- 
ready obferved,  is  well  cbofen  ^  if  indeed 
it  had  not  been  more  politic  to  place  the 
Congrefs  at  a  diilance  from  a  maritime  city, 
to  prcferve  it  from  the  real  danger  of  the 
dired  influence  tof  commerce  on  its  delibc* 
rations*  The  plan  of  the  city  is  both  judi- 
cious and  noble ;  but  it  is  in  fa6l  the  gran* 
denr  and  magnificence  of  the  plan  which 
renders  the  conception  no  better  than  a 
dream. 

The  plan  of  the  city,  I  have  ahready  ftated> 
includes  four  thou^nd  one  hundred   and 

twenty. 
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twenty-four  acres^  Of  thefe,  feven  hun-. 
dred  and  twelve  are  allotted  to  iixteen 
^reet$9  feyerally  bearing  the  names  of  the 
iixteeQ  Hiates  j  to  other  ftreets  of  lefs  mag^ 
pitudej^  fquareSj  and  public  gardens^  The 
three  thouiand  four  hundred  and  twelve 
9Cres  which  remain,  being  the  property  of 
the  original  proprietors  and  the  Union,  con- 
tain twenty^three  thoufand  lots  of  hoqfes^ 
iBXcJufivc  of  three  thoufand  feet  of  lots  fet 
afide  for  quays,  whofc  price  the  commif« 
iioners  have  fixed  at  fi]i(teen  pence  per  foot^ 
in  the  front,  with  about  eighty  feet  in  depth^ 
fome  of  which,  but  very  few  in  number^ 
))eing  already  fold. 

The  capitol  is  at  the  didance  of  one  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  Prefident's  houfe ;  and 
three  (quarters  of  a  mile,  at  leafl,  from  the 
neareft  part  of  that  quarter  on  the  banks 
of  the  river,  whej-e  the  intercfts^  of  com^ 
mercp  will  draw  merchants,  if  ever  they 
eftabliih  themfelves  in  any  number  in  thi&. 
pity,  together  with  the  different  defcriptiont 
pf  perfpns  depending  on  them.  £xclu(ive 
of  the  inconvenience  of  the  great  diflance 
})etweei)  the  plac?  wberp  the  Congrefs  holds 

its 
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its  fittings,  and  the  PreficTent^s  hou(e,  which 
will  be  every  day  more  felt,  it  will  require 
more  than  three  hondred  houfes  to  fill  the 
interval,  without  extending  the  buildings  on 
cither  fide.  Houfes  muft  alfo  be  built  round 
the  capitol,  and  round  the  Prefident's  faoufe, 
fo  fupply  the  neceffaries  of  thele  eftablifh- 
inents.  Thus,  to  cftimate  the  'houfes  to 
make  the  jun£lion  between  thefe  two'  points 
at  five  hundred,  would  be  to  n.ake  the  com- 
putation  too  low ;  atid,  after  all,  this  "would 
Form  only  a  fingle  flreet,  of  which  there  is 
not  even  a  fingle  ho'tile  built. 

This  quarter,  no  doubt,  is  a  convenient 
refidence  for  the  members  of  Congrefs,  and 
a  fit  place  for  the  building  a  few  fhops  and 
taverns;  but  it  is  not  the  fpot  on  which 
cither  people  of  bufiiiefs  in  general,  or  tho(e 
who  prefer  the  moft  agreeable  fituation,  will 
be  drawn.  It  is  befide  the  quarter  where 
the  f refent  proprietors  have'  the  leaft'  in- 
ducement to  build,  the  greater  part  of  their 
lots  being  fituatcd  at  a  diftance,  and  if  the 
interval  is  not  filled,  the  communication 
between  thcfe  two  important  points  will  be 
imprafticable  in  winter  ;  for  it  is  fcarccly  to 

be 
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be  fupppfed  that  the  ojovcrnmcnt  will  pave 

and  light  the  ftreets  at  their  own  cxpence.  . 

Two  thoufand  houfes  would  not  fill  one  of 
#  •       ■  ♦ 

the  other ,  quarters  of  this  vaft  city,  fo  as  to 
conneft  it  .with  cither  oX  the  two  principal 
points,,  the  capitol,  or  the  Prefident's  houfe ; 
and  if  even  any  one  of  the  quarters  was  filled 
up,  the, other  quarters,  which  the  prefent 
pofleflbrs  of  lots  arQ  deeply  interefted  •;in 
completing  alfo,  would  be  deftitute  of  habi- 

ft 

tations,  or  >vould  be  fo  feparated  from  the 
quarter  .that  fhould  be  completed,  as  to  be 
nothing  better  than  fo  many  villages  per- 
fe6lly.  cut  off  from  the  town. 

Cities  have,  indeed,  in  general  commenced 
with  a  fmall  number  of  houfes,  to  which 
others  have  been  fucceffively  added ;  but 
here  there  are  two  centres,  at  the  diftance 
of  a  mile  and  a  half  from  each  other.  And 
it  is  to  be  confidered  that  this  city  ought  to 
be  already  formed  for  the  reccptipn  of  the 
Congrefs,  ...  the  Prefident/  and  the  foreign 
minifters. .  It  ought  to  be  completed  fo  far 
as  to.  afford  thefe  public  charaders  the  ac- 
compodations  to  which  they  are  entitled ; 
and  which  they  will  be  the  lefs  difpofed  to 

facrificc, 
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iacrifice^  as  they  have  been  accuftoRied  to 
enjoy  them  in  Philadelphia  to  the  whole 
extent  of  which  America  is  fufceptible. 

When  it  is  faid,  a&  I  hear  it-  continually 
repeated  here,  that  the  adual  refidence  of 
the  government  will  promptly  draw  after 
it  all  the  accommodations  neceflary,  it  h 
forgotten  that  thofe  who  are  the  members 
of  this  government,  and  their  dependants^ 
little  taken  with  the  idea  of  this  key-ftone 
of  the  arch  of  federalifm,  will  not  patiently 
lee  themfelves  deprived,  even  for  a  while,  of 
the  moft  fimple  conveniences  of  life.  And 
when  perfonsy  paying  little  regard  to  the 
convenience  of  thefe  public  characters,  rely 
on  the  faith  of  Congrefs,  and  expeft  to  ice 
the  government  transferred  to  Federal-City 
in  1 800,  they  do  not  reafbn  with  more  fore- 
fight  ;  for,  even  if  that  (hould  happen,  which 
I  expe6l,  but  which  many  doubt,  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  will  be 
cftablilhed  in  Federal-City  in  1 800,  to  dif- 
charge  the  engagements  of  the  Congrcfe, 
and  in  fome  degree  to  juftify  the  public  ex« 
penditure  of  money  there,  the  general  dif- 
fonteot  of  thofe  who  compofe  the  govern- 
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tnent  would  render  this  merely  a  temporarjr 
tneafure,  which  would  be  fucceeded  by  ftili 
ftiore  difaflrous  efFeds  than  the  continuation 
of  the  feat  of  the  government  where  it  is. 
There  is  lefs  public  fpirit  in  this  part  of  the 
world  than  in  Europe ;  or  at  leaft  of  that 
ipecies  of  public  fpirit  which  facrifices  par- 
ticular interefts  to  the  general  welfare^  or 
even  to  the  vain-glory  of  accomplifhing  a 
great  national  work.     What  are  called  con- 
venience, eafe^  and  comfort,  are  not  perhaps 
exadly  the  fame]  things  that  receive  thofc 
names  in  Europe ;  but  whatever  extent  the 
Americans  ^ve  to  thefe  things,  they  eagerly 
embrace   them,  cleave  to   them,  and  wiH 
poffefs  them  at  any  price :  and  it  muft  be 
acknowledged,  it  would  not  be  greatly  ex- 
aggerating the  idea  of  comfort,  to  defire  to 
be  in  fafety  from  being  plonged  in  the  tnnd 
for  want  of  pavements,  or  breaking  one^s 
neck  for  want  of  lamps.     And  thefe  muft 
be^  wanting  in  Federal-City  for  many  years 
to  come,  from  the  too  great  extent  of  the 
plan,  and  the  diflance  between  the  two  cen- 
tres of  public  affairs. 

Ufuallyi. 
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Ufually,  in  the  eftablifliraent  of  a  city^ 
the  firft  proprietors  and  the  firft  inhabitants 
heartily  concur  in  the  fucccfs  of  the  enter- 
prize.  In  this  place  all  the  ftrength  of  the 
community  is  loft.  There  is  no  common 
effort,  becaufe  the  interefts  of  the  feveral 
individuals  are  really  different.  Thofe  who 
purchafed  lots  of  the  commiflioners  with  a 
condition  of  building,  endeavour  to  relieve 
themfelves  from  the  condition.  The  un- 
fortunate fituation  of  the  affairs  of  MeflrS. 
Morris,  Nicholfon,  and  Greenleaf,  has,  in 
fadl:,  relieved  them  from  it.  Thofe  who 
purchafed  fliares  from  them  avail  themfelves 
of  their  incapability  to  fue  them,  and  ne- 
gleft  the  condition  of  which  thofe  unfortu- 
nate men  are  guarantees  to  the  government. 
The  commiffioners  aft  with  more  or  lefs  in* 
dulgence  to  the  proprietors  of  lots,  fbme« 
times  waving,  and  fometimes  enforcing  the 
obligation  to  build.  They  perceived,  that  if 
even  the  conditions  were  ftriftly  executed  in 
the  fix  or  feven  hundred  lots  they  had  fold, 
they  would  not  yield  more  than  the  fame 
number  of  brick  houfes,  which  being  (bat- 
tered 
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tet;ea*thiiDugh'thc^grtat  extent  of  the  citrf 

y^6\iiA  tbtltribtitt^'mMb  important  degree:  to 

ittfcorSpleticwh  •  '  .^z. 

•'''Ih  the  cafe  of  a^owh  growing  in  ^ 

fiith^  fpot  fronfv'' 'inetiVes  of  commerce,^ it 

Waild  naturally,  commence  in-thc*  qyartcr 

inbft  convenient  to  trade,  and'V^o&Sd  iacreai!<r 

With  riiore  orrlefif^jpidky  in 'proportion'  aqf 

its  ^vantages  were  felt.'    Each  of  the  new 

liifaaSitaAtili'faaTihg  Jl^completeiintereft  in  the 

li;ii])^Ovemeht  ef  fh<i-ijk»:ef  and  CO  with 

an  ^entire  free' wi^^^wduld  cheerfully  fuhmit 

to  the  inckftitetii^^e$*of  a  fiictw^formed  eftari 

bBffichent;  With''ii'ednvidto£i  afaatone  bji 

c^^^they  vfomM'  dif«p|]^ar^  - iinide  the  natural 

a(i^n(tage»  ttkf^^^iitfMtfion  tffibrded  to  cooin 

iaiicii,  being*  the ibafii  of  tht  ieftablii^ment,; 

it '  icouid  not  fail  cf  fucccft»  and  meaawUik 

t^ir  'iM6reafing  g&ili-  of  the  individuals,  would 

cotftribnte  to  thdur  patience.  In  Fe4eral-City 

the  cafe  is  quite  dthbrwiie.     It  has  no  other 

biife  than  the  Onion  of  the  feveral  ftates;^and 

if  ihis  fOunddtion  i^'not  dready  deihoyed^  it 

cannot  be  denied,  that  it  i«  at  leaft  ihaketx  in 

ff&t  'degree  to  elcite  diftruft  in  all  fpecu* 

lations^  that  ihuft  reft  on  its  folidity  for  their 

yoL.  III.  T  t  fuc 


ficcefs.    CommcKe.  is  .nQ  piore  tha^ia^ 
condary  ot^ed  in  this  city.9,a<¥l  fuel)  of  its  tQ«» 
habitants  as  are  engaged  in  cQOimcircCt  arci 
for  the  moft  pact^  at  fuch  a  diftaiice  f[[oni 
the;  quarter  th»t  ^  tl^^.  feat  of  the  govecn-r 
xnent,  that  two  or:  tbiie§  l^rgc:  towns  might 
ftand  in  the  ip^c  betvr^f q  them.     The  ma? 
jority  of  the  membersof  Congiefs.wiU  coavB 
te  this  city  \yitb  a  difl^itiisfa^iQi*  ta  the  jJaPf 
and  a  difpofidkm  to  dcqtjt  .9^J^  .I^^^^SSP^tt  it» 
defei^s..    Such  ampng.them  ^  w^l  fnay  JKi{h 
pofe  to  be  inimical  tp^.tj;^:  jMjeral  .g^ycnw 
ment,  and  confequ^ently  «?^^«^4^i(]^^)eQ| 
of  this  place,  wiU.>fin4tfi  4hf:  e^n^jE^pulw 
ic  expences  already^  ii)cvirfi|d  ^jtere^  aa^^^ 
pcater  that  oiuA  IWHWafteir;  bq  ,kww*fdt 

mple  field  fof  ^^..OFS>o^ki9Q  I  ^JMf^ 
gab  acceiHgia  Qif  QuiiE^b^ff  fjpq^i  tjbp  iivt 
coavenienco  to  .<  which  .aU^wil^  jp^^je^ 
Ix.v^  impoiBble  to  QV^lod^^^t^q  ^^aflueffc; 
which  in: jevosy  CQVHtry^i|^  j)i(^.  ^((9^  ^ 
tempers,  and.vi^w^  Qi  iiifjj^jduak  have.  og| 
pul^ic  affiiirs  v  o(-i£  over^P9Jc;fd^  it  h  jpaiS> 
lably  to  mifuodecAand  ^lb^M9tia;^;^ture* 
-:  There  arc^  iiigr0oYer,,ik  |Bi|u)()tud^  o£p9V^ 
erful  reafons  thai .  give  fy^UilfJ^  to  tl^ 


cpixuaa^ .  that  the  .llniiiR  <  wULS{K^  scrkimi  xan*  ^ 
bfokcik  for  a  grdst  iJUmbtr  9jriyjQftfS>  TboTif 
are/fo'tnahj  fyrnptom^of 'itsdlJOTfllttliQlt*  tb(i(> 
it  ai  idle  to  iittftgipe^  •  that  Feii^ra^^City  wiU 
amVe>«t  the  e^tequtioneii  th$  t^Mth  part-  o£- 
ks  planf  before  Uwfc.eveaty  lyJhich  a  thw**- 
fatid  ckcuniiUncoso'Aiay  fhai^$)»rihf^U  ttfjif* 
phsioe^  ^  Tho  pt^valeoaebpf  tW&  nmroff (  with 
xtMnyAmericatiby^who  dwell :or)  tiMoa  ^h^ 
fcom  aii.apprehenfidn  j^f  Klmft/obdit)^  .9e  4[ 
defire  of  their  bdAg,jvorl9^i»fici:iiiihrdf  ad 
obfiaclc.to  tho^'gniwtli  o£  (ho.-cityt  .witbout 
dtofe  idifficoMnritrotlieiwife  timftieticouottf^ 
'  From-  this  diimbkiation.of  .cifoumffainceit 
which  I  Umi.  eoHeSirqsired.  to  rdstail  as  briefly 
aavpoflib^y  ai^  ipeefbn-  caa  CQnoludc» ;  thai 
FedcaraL^Ck^TyiaidloittLBiidrxiiiett/^  it 

t8^::U[;iE  levec  reach  thdt  degiM^oC  iibprove^ 
ztient  :to  render  it  tfveiit  i  a  ^  ^Icritbltt?  abode  fof 
the  kittd:'of^pqrfbftis  for  whom  itliraa^df^ 

We  are  not.  to  ha:  iorpriaed  that  thd  au* 
thors  of  the  plan  gave  it  (b  great  an  extrali 
ibr  it  ia  pt^)abienit  belonged  to  the  di^it/ 
of  thttir  |>rojed  to  deforilk  iL;vaft  plan  whioh 
.tbtf  \dt  to  tima  to  fill  up;  Bui  itis  im^^ 
;.';.)  Tt2  poffibhf 


rfiWil  Ae  -clNfldudr  of  thofe  whojprefidcA  oVcr. 
tl)c  c6mWeRC*mcnt  of  the*  pity,  which  was 
cif^ti  tfatcrre  to*  render  ■  impri^fticable  a  plan, 
fitor  tiqie'ttigbt  fooncf'dr  later  h^c*  for- 
wftrdedy  if  |3kiTitical  evdnM  had  not  ihter-- 
f^d  in  opposition.  We  oannot  fufficieotljr^ 
^b«d*f;Jtt«t  they  did  notlapply  their  efforts. 
06  bne  ^ht  t^-for  inftance,  .that  they^id  not 
^Me<%;  and '>:flcourage  the-£rft  buildings  by 
the  natural  a(id  <>fGeoFgp«TQiwnywhich^  had 
they  c<»mQai5nced  in  itia  vicinity^'  fmall.aajt 
id,;^ would  hiVe  beeniaaiiinpofrtadt:moti^vtAr 
aitr.-in£ux  of  adventurers*  ;  But  if  the  poor 
xinity  of 'codimencing  ^edccalhCftjl  rindc*' 
|>endent  of  •  the  reiburcds  jqf  OeorgCtToiivn, 
liiight  toi)ave*prevented>  tbo:  comtn^niKanent 
of^bui^ingsjchife  to  that  town,  no  onfe'iplace 
li«6  beobicHoien  f3r;the  cocxlmciicenDentnirith 
{>rbb&bftlt^  d.hcce&l  nAt.pKkntxthcimif* 
chief  appears  to  me  irreparable  ;  aL4eaft» 
fatal  tb  thercb^cufis*^ which  firft  gave  i)trUi  to 
|liis:eflablifliment;  :;  .vi:  ■?  -  .  .— .  : 

X-'Five  .hundred'  tb6ixfand  .doUars*  have  al« 
4teady*  bebi:'.expendfed.'.'ob.vthe  padct  of  the 
|itibUc^^afdlaLnothin^'3s  creiifid'biit  thsi  wtalbt 
^^^•i  q  siT  timbers. 


,<befe,.wp -buUdJngp,  and;tQi4cf^.QphPrs5<y 

?Jiftlb;  fix  J»H44ped''.fh9Pl*nd  .^J^":  Wc^ftlU 
.iK|inling,.;on.-tbft  .c<>Hiputatioi%  !?^.jthe  C59in|. 
mt^on^rf  U)<n»r«Lvea  j  fiod .  e!Y<»i  vthe^ .  tbqf e 
wiUte  nocoMrts  pf  j^ftice,  pri^M)^  chv»rc)j?j^ 
|»VcrBentfi,  tops*  fe^atawjnOfrpi^  ga^* 

., No, doubt  it  Jl, :pqfl5ij)lei  .it.ifl:;?Y«n  «j>r 
jp/^t0\yf(iack«  .404;  of;  tbc  ,^Ail>^-bfaneh,'.wiU 

Way.lw  !».0<TOpcw6|ion  for  t^  purcivf/cj^a^f 
lots.  trf!<tb(»re  iq^{«[^91^^  bfltifi^tajf  ftoUjwgj^tiit? 

.^.Tl«k.coH«ftiu4  tbp  infprmjitiQii  Ib^vf  giyei| 
my  readeif  pff.tb^riulyedi^injt.tfee. little  thaj 
J:biave  tpjfe^f  fei:f}jfir.fefpe4i«^  ifaiai*^  im.'i«JT 
|«iti«lly  pbfer?mg .  !tbe  ;  |>affi^nt|,  juvd  .  pr^jpy 

v....-:  Tt3    "■  wu- 


whs  MApId^  his  pkpntVf^MA^Mtat  kk  cXiSue- 

ih^ttAd  fettling:  si  >larg«  )it4€l .  of  land)  dtifl 
fhc  perfdn  W)lo  -is  eoga^'  with  otheri  ih 
the  eft&MHhtfiedt  df  aniw-i&it}^- t%l6  fori 
4Mr  ^iv  'ibieceed  Imly  by'  e^Ue^ng  round 
him  a  ni^mfoef  of  fkmilv96  to  whom  it  is  hk 
itttidreft  tb 'fen^Hifr  lands  at 'ft'loW  prici^rtiffd 
to'whofc  ^irpericy^of^rfb'lK  contributes; 
Thie  fbfM^il'mtth'Is'i^  bN  pur  pofee  ft- good 
occupier  of  his  grounds.  In  conferring 'bit* 
lie&s  on 'bt{^»,  he  laefHks  bis  owrf  wdlarc 
Wjlnd  happlflefs  j  he  TnU')ripIi«6>ithre6»f(>ld«'iM^ 
^A'-foltI;'the  ^Itie  of  the'  IM^  that  be  h<d& 

tH!l  in'his  tlWH-pbfr<<molH^  ^f'^Ht-nei^hbUlA 
htdd  of  the  fnhlbitants  hthi^'^itwn  iriMA 
hith.  'The  h^'iittlCi'atf  o^hel-s'-ts  ^t  fHtptt 
i*}etherft  of  Ki^'firc^efs;  'If'he^l^-df  ^ IvsbuHM 
WpfxtMy  he'iaiidS'  a  itibtlif^Ucitf -of 'Oddfti 
fions  to  do  good  without  hijury  to-hinfiil^ 
ft'  i&  indee<}  hii  'mttr}*^  ti^  bH'  betievoMnt. 
Bvery  fftft^ce  of  his  ex^MiAditure  i»'  hHb 
turned  to  tkii  f«^lic  advbtttage ;  k  it  «  dtrl 
vke  he  ttndets,  k  plea'fdrd  he  afihrda[,''l&bi| 
^lony ;  and -no  expience  jiidieloiiilyiflj^iei^lb 
prejudicia)  to  his  fortuho ;'  on  1^  cotitrarVi^  4| 

ineefTatitly  a^oMnt^  his-'H^idch 7  tsbis^cov* 

Jony 


Hn^^  ihehe&iiiii,  ifitjHi '  wisfiRhy  Dt^ym  pi^TeHt 
thefhOd^-  bnd  hi^  tslfldy  >  4u  ^t  a  price  iit 
coiild -n6t  i^iVf -pfbdflHsd  ^itUout  ihe'  jArei 
vious  exercife  of  his  benevolence.  WhteA 
hi«  tHA^hf  hcui  'ihticte  »  ftitPg^er  progrefi, 
ttr^'^rtklUci  of  l^Mi  i^r^erly  Wttkt^'ib  a  nevr 
l^ia'teal  fodr^^^ '%irt»g{th-td- the^  ftatb  to 
whidi  ili^  fttfejea*,  lillid  amsv^:  ftfhiii  of  f>raf> 
dti£licMi^  fbf-  niircfifiHt&iand  cdtirvlM(«r9.  Hb 
«6tidttMm  ts  ^t  dfMM^t:  iicilde  atld  deUgbtftal. 

Ht'live^  ih  cf^'Midll^ htidWhdMeti, rco»- 
^qvieA^y^km^  Htffh  «f  th«  i^eft  maiinciis 
i^d 'dti^ifion^;  ibc^fieiiith6(i:-  re»itMAred  fr<»tti 
Mce^Mf  kftfdng 'th«^^^bUa)Bfl  ^i«S.  -lib 
h  betoVed  Hkd'^ikeixtiSS.'^  Ahtl4u  theft  CH- 
j^rtifen»k^  oJimiha^dk'^n  A  fliort;  period  df 
tittk;  ^nd  owi»'  tfa^rtr  ail  toKimfelf;  •  IfhH^ 
'tdti  'M  tbrnmivimchi  dT'Hk  '«hti»^tife 
lie  "ifai  ♦irttt6lfti '  '■  ft<r  tt '  b^cdiSftf  'ixSfttr  % 
tiie  -^  te*bn^' ^hlf  <!faf*lo7<!a'Wfcfl1arge'h1s 
Yofiinv^;  Hi>^'!vtlft-flil  tfiijrhiVed  llhiply  tiy 
ihe  b6Attittipb'd6ii  tf  the  gbtid'he-Uas  el*, 
fefted. '  Tlit'a-Vorfi},  >irt  is  mdrtfilkpjjy  than 
^/'  irtiirtl'lft-tttttty^'cjisiAatt'-bf  this 

T  t  4  nelee. 


nefee*  wha  by  an  undert^kiog  off  tluft  natuf • 
fats  9UgCDei}t«4*  Isis  fpf;tuAfl  M  grcartjra$  k^ 
has  increafed*  the  eftcQin  in  which  he  nvas 

,  He,  on  the  cdntrarj^  .!iy ho  is  engwged  in 
the  eftabliflmxcut.  of.*  new  city,  caniardjr 
confine  to  bimfelf  the  condufl  of;.tbc  eiitex^ 
^ize.  If. he  is  not  c^ii^ei^ed'iQithe  wfaplc 
of his.view^f  hffvis.fi^ettotjbe  fo^^he  greatfr 
.part  ofl;h<n)»w  The  poorer  inhabitants  that 
he  receives,  An  bi$  f^ti^mt  t^,  n/ts  a4yafiU|^ 
to  hiin» ::  7;bey  lire  «veu  burthenfemcy.as 
ithey  -occupy  the  fp^cclhat  be  wiil(a  t^  £^ 
with  other$i  yyhofe'wcaJth  may  advaopc  his 
fortOne.  : . JSenevolcnce  is  i>ani(hed  fromrhis 
fyfteoi,  by  the  neceflary  calculations  -of  his 
iute^eft*  .  ir.tbofe  calcykitions  induce  .him 
tp  expend  fums.  for ^  buildings^  it  is  to  ered 
taverns,  jihqi^toi  open  IfilUard-^table;,  a^d  to 
cji^eate  lotteries ;  in  jsl,  vrord,  to  ,funii^  the 
means  of  di/Iipation  and.|dc^^reH--that  ^.  to 
lay,,  the  mjcafls  of  prpdigaUty  i^nd  vice.  -It 
is  fuch  obie^  ^s^  thefe  that  jdraw  crowds  of 
inhabitaats,  tp  (pi^es,  ,and  without  them  pities 
will  ney^r  b?  extenfivje,  Whcti.  this.aAvje9- 
_tprcf  Xccs,^  a^,ii»ci««^  w.^popufation,  ^t 

•   »   *  is 
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ts-^nty-  tQf:  fit 41  cbnffiift  -of  int&refts^ :  to  .cpxi^ 
template  jealouftes  daily  arifiug,  and  enmities 
A^akitlgi  p)bd^'tfatir  iboting.     And  when;  at 
iengtlil;  <«£tisrlyearf  of  ninumerahlc>exation6 
and  -  igce^&nc :  annety;-  he:  rlias  gathered  in** 
habitaui^'  to  the  extent- he  propo&d,  he  has 
ofiiy  drawn '  romyl '  htm  Tivak  and  opponent^ 
while  he  has^done  np^iling  for  tfaeieal.:wel- 
•£iTe  b#^  ibciety..  ^  He  may  have  increafed*  his 
W^lthv  but* be  will  not' bavei  add^  one-  to 
-the  ^number  of  his  benevolent  iientimenta; 
and^evcfti-ibchriaSs  hcivihightJiaye  had  he>* 
/ore.  the  'eoffbmoncsiiiieik  of  His^  utiderttiJuBg 
-rwill  be! .defaced  by  the  ^f[le^ade.  l^v.Wts 
obliged ito  witnels,  and  tb^  iojufticc  to  which 
he  was/fiibje&ed. '  If  hit  mind  is  Bot.wbpjly 
;Corruptod, : it .  Will:  b&  ibuS:  t<^4cfff4,  oC  .r«- 
morfe  9  .hut;morc  '|Mro|pahly>  his  heart  will  be 
•hardened.!  :il£  jffi.to  kfiilfe«Fed»:tbet\  fotne  of 
.  myririeiids  wSU.iaDgbiiatimy  q&ade  pj[. view- 
ing thefc.  things,  bvrt  they: have icby^.fcBti* 
.jpebts!  in  their  native  I  cplours.   --Ul^iic^ 
campariiba^Ijbiiyeidfiiwiiffi  )^rSOi^<ifa^ 
.  piatedx.:thei  i  founder^  of  FederaJ^ityr  my 
i^jkBtaap^  a*new  city:wj6idd.havci  been  mpfe 

diigudingf 
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.  I  have  Ibnfietfatog^  ugAre  to  aM'tylitiVfe  t9 
Fe^ral^City^  akboi^Iir.whiit*IihA«e iudoft 
the  fubje^  has .  alreac)j  •'Fiin  .to-  UO  great  a 
kngth.  The  numba.of  its-  ihhabitiate  is  at 
fttfcnt  very  inconfidccable^aful.tbcj  are  ib 
^atteredi^  that  if  tbey  vrerc  h&  otCUtHed 
with  their.^cculktions,  rivalry;  and  hatreds^ 
they  could  ftiU  foi-m  nOifcxMetj^.  j^Tbiiy  vifit 
Jike  peopLei  in.  tfaccouhtjry;  liyingi/atra  diP 
tanct^  £:om  each  other.*.;  Theltcadefinoa  and 

« 

^labetim^  for  the  mo&  |iart  reiide  at  -Oeorge^ 
Towo^  wbere>  the  ihhabitabts  bftbc!  otlier 
'^MTeti  «re  obtigeB  io-feiid  for  aloboft  aU 
4i«fccf&fie».  The.  fitW  .fiiopi  tbafc-aroiin  tfak 
-lMai%  of  Ftderat-City  art  ttuferably  provided, 
mtid  ^  6)(i:biiive)y '  deafr  jf  -  and  the  tworkgxeti  aie 
4htt  ^ry  tehiSk  of  ihftt'  clafe,  dnd-tkeEwrthO' 
■itUf  teiry  high  ki  their,  deoiands; .  ^  Kioidfiaas 
-dM  fuli^ttied  ilfltioft  by  chance ;  aitd  thn  is 
^iJ^  aMblbtcly  tho'  cafe  with  rci^€t  te  bol* 
«htl«*  Aieat*  efpecially  bce^itHatrddcing  tbe 
'fyt  d«y»-¥-tM<ftd  there  I  ocvsr  bncdiairattf. 
-Sggs  are  brottghb.^i^J^iaerta:tinR'.£)BBi 


it  Ihttl^,  4?b»W^ai  bAie#4tf^«ny'of  the  dhi- 

ttt3l»sXfl*H«dlfHU«fiftWy'n''  '*"i''  ^"."i--  l"- 

The  ftone  of  which  the  capitol  jj/i^'t^ftt^ 

fident's  houie  are  built  is  extremely  white, 

and  the  worldlfiii^p^P^ibisijI^nt ;  but  I  do 

not  admire  the  architediure  of  thoie  build* 

IR^  f'^eq^e'Sl-'ft'YpcSiiiY  b/'|nuift«V'''and 

,#-f^a^  3(«t^-^6t-^A)>(Iibi§nfiy  16  ioimfiihh 

^•ftft?fead'^F-frt>Tt^,  ^if'W  take6''fi^tfi -4 

^\i«f^^^  tHi^'Pdk4iri&l<;^^'thifty^iI^ 

t*ifo#'f Wr  Wfyr/^^Hf tM^JTattici  dlftkii<je'Sib<JVfe 

Vh(?«tf  WP  qlftrrft¥4f«Htf4  wKte  raiitW, 

linS  oFHi  )%<!nttarb}t^Wi{¥^imf  dnaf  tHB'l 

quarry  of  (late.      Lime4tobe'is  fdvnuiticn 

«ili^)Uoi9t  tHd't^if^.  <^Uei|iit^i()^''lWHgif^ 

ismnibj^  fiif^M  foi^if^  ^-Whiih  dht  fiM 
IS^ery  <i$^at^>|>W«iat  drav^ing,  is  ^iolycrv  be^ 
^<r  btoi  thei  wotkiattH  itstvt  erttert  tO'  sft 
•i^aable  Hdt  IH  toD&M'encfetoent  ift-ii  Wibnti^, 
t^iM  {mn  treaJES  pkfs  thrc^  tfaie  cirrr  the 
iK^litej:*  frbm  Which  m^y  be  tonveyed  Wt  sttiy 
"^it/    Ow?>^  'wljfich:  i^  aHed  tyb&'^eik^  ^ 

-.1..  •■    ■  f   r—  • 
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its.  fource  at  feme  nailes  d^ibijDCO:  ifpm  ^ 
city  i:.4l)ove,  which  'A.M  elevate4  .feveaty* 
ei^bt  feet,  and.  may  thereforK.b^.canied  t^ 
any  height  that  m9^4)(ilvi|||t«lMl:«l|X:<QClbp 


If  •  4         I  .  .  •  '  *  M 
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•  . JJibfpjall  tqwijt.wjbich  is fei«r«N &«» 
tiff  ^pej¥.  City  by  a  creek  called  l^JUAdZ- 
^^«i^.  .fl:wd$  upoafevcral  fmall  hiUst  whidi 
xcnder.itta^a  ple^^i  bu^  the.commih- 
nica^iofi^  between  its  feveral  .p^uts  are  di^ 
ficult...  Some  years. fince  tbe/oommciee  c/ 
ihwfkc?  wstt  «pijfidfirablc,  Iwit.at  ijwlciit  :i^ 
i? ffim;h:,diininUhjjd.  ,  ,^  ....;,^  ;,  ,  ,^, 
.  „In^^79i  the  total  value,  of. itt  «]ep«rt»ti(« 
ijoaouflied;^  3l4j^4  dollars  {  k.l7Q?j:<t9 

^r^  ^jMi,  I7p4,  to  l?.8,92il  dollars  i  i(il70«b 
iJ«V99»7:ft9  doHa^J;  ai>d  in  I796,ta:i«»,»^ 
4«H»fSt(;y«baccqi  cofn,  ^nd  feR^s^  fprqiiltk 

•Tyw^fc»Jrif9"5«PPtt*:d»«%  a  ^wy  fcwU 
qijaij^ty  <)f  (p|:eign  arjtjiclcs,  1^4  i$:(iv^n.Qm- 

jsellod.tQ  feod  to  other  ports  that  ate  better 

markets 
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narkets '  itiuch  of  the -mehrhandiverbroiigbt 
from  Europe  in  its  vcfiel^  ItsritopartiJaayn, 
^fi>  deoreiifiai:  iii  170^  the : value.oE tihcm 
anunxnted  fao  qO»8^73  ddHars ;  in  l^Q^^-to^ 
8$t^40ordottarr(  in  1704,  to  I3t)>004  ^ollar^i 
in  171^''^  to  'ill  J^fl8^«  dollars  I  i  and  mi'i  fjf)G^ 
tor^agr^igS  dollars.  ..;Tiiie  ihipping-itjcmploys: 
in  its  forci^itrade^' isat  pifefedr  s^ot 2^500 
tphsiand  in  its  cicttiling  trlide  nearljr  a^tfibu- 

Mill*!   iifiift^  .  »j  •..<.^.'««j;  h**.  L    *  •       . .    t  •  44««t  I 

::  The  diminution  of  ihe^cdltumDf  tobaccd 
is  one  of  tbe  cauferof  the '.decay  of  its  .com^} 
merce:  in  l^gaiitiexported  0^444  liogflicada) 
and  in47Q0  no  morb*  than  3,461 :  Butfpe'* 
culatiocii:  in  the  lots  jof  iFoderal-Cit|^  is:  a:  xxiore 
powerftil.danfe  mS.  ^at .  idecay.  Thby ' have 
turned  M  gnsit  part<of ithe  capttd  of  tfad  meiv 
chants .into^tbat  .chaniiclb  and  ciin&qteQtly 
4iv^iteA  jit :  from  tfcc  tntde  of ;  the  phtce. 
SUnm  in.  the  bink  t£  this  town,  which  wert 
held  by  manyof  thoft  merchants,:  ba^ve  fallen 
througb.th&.iame  caufta  frocki  forty! doQarSt 
their  ongtnal  price,,  to  thirty*  .iThM/bank, 
eftablilhiBd.by  thsr  nniAe  of  CiftaMw  Banki 
lad  originally  a  etq^tal  of  400,006: idollaia, 
dnridcdiato  fln  thnnftftd  fliares.  :ils  capi* 

tal 
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an  B&i  of.  the  legKktom*  of  Mai3ffauid  lor  its: 
)a(bi«(9ont  it  is:  etnpli))1cd  iQ:diK}ikme:*farif: 
iHte«  tt$i  all  the  :dthbr  :.hauks  of  Aanoricfti: 
The  hdtesit  bat  d6,tirC«Iation:«to  'for.tlim 
VUiA  ipart  of  th^  'Yalkd  df^sf  ddkiryt  vmI  Itbeji 
-are  iqarvetit  at  ;i^iciia«i3na,  andjtB  dw.wcAyt 
cirn  pUiits  cf  Mai^j^hqidcaft.  ^  as  Boitunl&rci  :  i 
lElhe.  ijbres.  o0Oeorg&Town  ari  .vfpally: 
furniflied  from  Baltimore  ;  it  is  at  xbat  pooH 
tfiar  ihbl  ihipstbaloiigii^  to  ^Sebrgb-^xiflVn 
geoerattj  difpo&bf  thtih  cargoes  ttf  areturning 
fixMn'.Eiirbpfe^  r  Tlnnvxohatits  ^f  this  pfasoer 
expeA  to  fde  thfc]r£ti(ade..iioqraRrdi;;  ffom  the 
eaaapletaba  of  tbDbevodi'xaiiilsibf:  thei  3ai%o 
and.ilittle  'fall8';«f::fchtf£tbtravmMk9rthe  rof 

:: Graded. frans  obftocks.  nZCho^idieii:6i# 
pc&i<p  benhVmkKvtnadBexportii^  flso^praa 
dwcr  of.  thw  osufMlitafwaleilod  i)/»4hr  ibtmM 
macft  afid:th^^*mmitl33bt*&ttii|(0it,'{V 
9t  fiee&nj^T^.be  ^iicAvr^^od  to^Gcol^c^frawii 
val)ri))elaScl,  ap  a^ibighc^uipfidoiv^itise  cbiw 
ifcjftf^cmbft  fliehi^  to^BkdtinrKiteKiv3bich:6oo 
its  fititatom) tela  tltt  ddti^Mage^df.dbe: towns 
a^tbc£UbnktQai.ili(^iltluiwiia^  f^mth9k.iii 
1  ^  price 


dollars  ppr  barrel ;  - it,,yiryi,.bc  opl^f.  eigl^t  (h% 
ling;  and  fi&j:ieoce  by.  ASifJCerj.  .  «This  advji,li;K 
tage  will;  Vft  Qoiflput^<^fj?4  alfo  tQ  tl?«  ^i^ 

The  GQ^el-cUaats.  t^Q^^T^QjKa  iitocfuaie; 
themfclyes.that  they  wijl,  tea^.^^^.gt^c^^ 
part,  of  (he  benefit  pf  theie,  nav^g^^s. 
l^inz  placed  the  fuft^o  the  route; -.of. th<)i«. 
who  wj^U  bnvig  thf i]^  pr^  f|ie  couAf, 

tries  abpyq-ffep  citj^^ja^:Uittg,proYu4edwji^ 
war^faqufef  j(o  receiver,  good  $^  k  wUl  1^;%. 
iky'mg^  of  moaey  find^  tio^ie^,  in  .veiTel^  f^ovfm^ 
i|»£  dqwn  <fac.  river,;  ta,  difpolA  of  .their  caf<^ 
goes  at .  Qeorge-Tpwn,  ..,7f;hjC3;..aifcr^;  th^ 
the.  port  oftjus  place>,t|iaA.in  to  ^,.th«}p?j?l;^ 
of  Uiq  riyer;-tbat,inav,  be  .converted,  to  4hai(. 
purpoie,  will  hold  a  great  auoihef.  of  .vdQ^ 
■with  fecttrity>,aod,^!ff-d^ijgear;  frojgo.  i2)«9f^' 
of  icfe,  w^ich  they  do^.jipt  deny,,  fta  .cnjij^ 
during  twarniooths,  they,.qbferv€^.aiay .Sjc. 
^(Yqided  by ,  v^fleU .  uiiog ,  the  Eai|-br«y:h^ 

The  inhabitants  of  the  banks  of  the  £aft-«t 
branch  Crud  to  the  depth  and  fecurity  of  their 
f  iver^  to  draw  all  the  commerce  of  the  place 

T  '  r  1  ta 
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to  thtmlfelves  j  afid  tHcy  do  hot  doubt,  thai 
*rcn  tlw  merchants  of  Gtorge-TdWn  wilF 
fooh  find  the  advantage,  and  rciftbvfe  thcrc.- 
They  are  fccure  from  the  Ice  y  and*  the  iii-- 

terior  eatial  between  the  Potowtnack  and* 

*  »    ,  « . 

them  will^  they  inuigine,  dircftly  aflFbrd  them 
allthe  advantages  of  that  great  river. 

The  inhabitants  of  Alexandria  pretend, 
that  participating  in  like  mahnei^  of  the  ad«^ 
vantages  of  the  navigation  of  the  R>towmack' 
through  the  cand,  they  have,  moreover,  the 
advantage  of  a  commerce  long  eftablifhed 
aYid  that  is  daily  increafing — in  advantagtr 
that  is  not  to  be  counterbalanced  by  the- di&' 
fcirenccof  five  niHes'  niore-of  fiiilihg,  whidi 
caiknot  deter  veflels*  from  ^roceeditig  to  the'* 
market  where  they  Can  both  fell  and  buy  to 
greater  advantage;  *        '  .    : 

Time  will  (hew  Which  of  thefe  three  places 

»  "I 

argues  with  the  greateft  truth.     I  think  th^ 
argu  meiit  is  in  favour  of  Alexandria. 
"  At"  George-Town  there  is  a  very  hand* 
fbme  fmall  Catholic  college,  maintained 'by** 
private  donations  and  fubfcriptions.  • 


% . 
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FALLS  OF  THE  POTOWMACK- 

An  excurfion  that  I  made  to  the  faltt 
gave  me  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  canals, 
which  are  forming  for  the  purpofe  of  avoid- 
ing them,  and  are  the  undertaking  of  the 
Potowmack  Company.  The  canal  of  the 
fmaller  falls  is  entirely  finlflied  ;  it  is  a  mile 
and  a  half  in  length  :  four  locks  ten  feet 
high»  placed  at  its  upper  extremity,  convey 
veffcls  down  the  river.  The  fmaller  falls 
are  not  ftriftly  fuch ;  but  the  water  is  fuf- 
ficicntly  checked  and  difturbed  in  its  courfe 
to  render  the  navigation  impradicable^  and 
the  Qoife  it  makes  is  confiderable.  Above 
the  fmaller  falls,  at  a  place  where  the  Po- 
towmack is  confined  to  a  narrow  paflagc 
between  mountains,  a  bridge  has  been  lately 
creded,  of  the  fame  kind  as  the  bridge  of 
iMerrymack,  near  Newbury-port,  in  Mafia* 
chufetts:  the  fame  architefl  was  employed 
in  both.  The  bridge  over  the  Potowmack 
is  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  the  Ipan  ; 
it  is  much  admired  here,  bccaufe  tiic  people 

Vol-  in.  U  u  in 
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in  this  place  have  no  knowledge  of  the  arts, 
but  is  indeed  difgufting  for  its  heavinefi, 
having  an  immenfe  quantity  of  timber  and 
iron  wafted  on  it,  that  would  have  been 
fpared  in  Europe^  and  with  it  a  great  part  of 
the  expence. 

The  canal  of  the  great  falls  is  alfb  finished, 
excepting  the  locks,  which  arc  to  be  ten  iu 
number.  The  height  of  the  falls  themfelvcs 
is  feventy-eight.  feet,  and  the  defcent  from 
the  upper  end  of  the  canal  to  the  lower  end 
is  about  ninety  feet.  To  make  fomc  ufc  of 
the  canal  in  its  prefent  ftate,  till  the  locks 
can  be  conllrudled,  large  mailes  of  earth 
are  left  to  check  the  rapidity  of  the  water ; 
veflels  proceed  to  the  place  where  thefe  are, 
and  the  barrels  of  flour,  and  hogiheads  of 
tobacco,  which  are  the  principal  articles 
brought  down  the  river,  are  rolled  down  an 
inclined  plane  made  of  wood  (for  thi«  tem- 
porary ufe),  to  veflels  that  wait  for  them 
below. 

The  great  fall  of  the  Potowmack  is 
beautiful,  and  deferves  to  be  vifited  by  all 
who  arrive  in  this  neighbourhood  j  but  if 

the 
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the  traveller  has  feen  that  of  Niagara,  he 
will  not  be  ready  to  compare  any  other  with 
that  fublime  cataraA. 

The  fall  of  the  Potowmack  is  about  half 
a  mile  acrofs ;  it  prefents  a  very  fine  iight ; 
and  the  efFed  of  the  rocks,  with  which  the 
country  cvery-where  abounds,  adds  greatly 
to  its  beauty.  The  inhabitants  of  its  vici- 
nity employ  fragments  of  thefe  rocks  for  the 
foundation  of  their  houfcs,  fome  of  which 
indeed  are  entirely  built  of  them.  On  the 
other  fide  of  the  Potowmack,  from  the 
fmaller  to  the  great  falls,  the  banks,  though 
not  very  well  cultivated,  are  pleafing,  and 
abound  with  fine  fituatiohs. 

The  ftate  of  Maryland  is  at  prcfent  mak- 
ing a  road  along  the  banks  of  the  river  from 
George-Town  to  the  bridge.  This  road  is 
made  in  a  very  excellent  manner,  and  will 
be  pleafant  when  finifhed ;  it  however  ap* 
peared  to  me  to  be  a  little  too  narrow.  The 
workmen  employed  in  it  are  paid  eleven 
dollars  per  month  with  their  board;  they 
are  white  men,  and  generally  Irifhmen, 
and  new  comers*      Almoft  every  year  a 

U  u  2  veffcl 
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Ycflcl  filled  with  hidx  labourers  arrivcf  at 
George-Town^ 

Bricks  are  made  at.  George-Towo  aod 
Federal-City,,  and  arc  fold  for  fix  dcrilars  per 
thoufand.  Lime  is  at  prefent  fold  for  four 
dollars  per  barrel :  as  time -done  is  found  iot 
abundance,  it  is  expefied  that  when  the  na* 
vigation  fhall  be  entirely  open,  the  price  of 
hme  will  be  reduced  to  one  half» 

George -Town  is  the  county  town  d 
Montgomery  in  Maryland*.  The  populatioa 
of  this  County  amounts  to  eighteen  thoofand 
fouls ;  of  which  there  are  more  than  fix 
thoufand  flaves»  It  is  feparatcd  from  the 
county  of  Prince  George  by  Rack-crak^ 
Thus  all  the  new  part  of  the  city  belongs 
to  this  latter  county,  and,  by  the  provifioni 
of  the  law  relative  to  this  fubjcil,  will  coa# 
tinue  to  belong  to  it  till  the  government  of 
the  United  States  is  adually  efbbliibed  at 
FederaUCity^ 


MR.  JLAW^ /r»% -/Hi^^^i^ 


All  the  time  that  I  pafTed  at  Foderal-City 

I  te^ 
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I  rcfided  with  Mn  Law.  Laft  year  he  very 
much  increaied  his  domeftic  felicity  by  mar- 
rying an  amiable  woman,  who  unices  ac- 
complifhments,  fweetnefs  of  manner,  ainl 
a  charming  figure,  to  a  found  undcrftanding 
and  all  the  qualities  that  contribute  to  make 
the  married  life  happy. 

I  cannot,  however,  felicitate  Mr,  Law  on 
the  fpeculation  which  induced  him  to  pur- 
chafe  a  number  of  lots  in  this  new  city,  and 
to  choofe  it  for  the  place  of  his  refidence. 
It  appears  to  me,  that  he  might  have  made 
a  more  prudent  and  fortunate  ufe  of  the 
great  property  he  amaffed  by  many  years, 
toil  in  India.  He  enters  every  day  more 
deeply  into  the  con>xrns  of  this  city,  with- 
out being  able  fincerely  to  predict  his  fuccefs. 
His  fortune  is  fuperior  to  the  greatefl  for- 
tunes in  America,  and  he  might  have  lived 
on  his  own  revenues  with  fplcndour,  happy 
liimfelf,  and  making  others  fo.  His  temper 
which  is  fincerc,  humane,  and  generous, 
qua!ifie4  .bim  for  that  mode  of  life ;  not- 
withflanding  which,  he  has  wilfully  plunged 
himfelf  into  an  abyfs  of  cares,  and  all  the 
contentions  of  this  diftrafted  city,  which  not 

U  u  3  only 
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only  prevent  the  enjoyment  of  his  fortune," 
but  even  endanger  it.  He  is  not  himfelf 
very  confident  of  fuccefs,  and  he  is  far  from 
being  avaricious ;  but  his  ardent  temper  is 
continually  deceiving  him  concerning  the 
iflue  of  the  unfavourable  circumftances 
which  he  cannot  overlook  j  and  every  day 
his  obftinacy  on  this  fubjeft  increafes,  con- 
tinually leading  him  to  new  expences  in  this 
vexatious  fpeculation.  I  fear  he  will  not  be 
fo  fortunate  as  he  deferves  to  be. 


ALEXANDRIA. 

I  went  by  water  from  Federal-City  to 
Alexandria,  which  is  a  diflance  only  of  fix 
miles.  The  Potowmack,  the  whole  way 
from  one  place  to  the  other,  is  two  miles  in 
breadth ;  and  its  banks  are  well  cultivated, 
and  covered  with  a  confider^Ie  number  of 
houfes.  The  Maryland  fide  being  more 
elevated  prefents  a  finer  afpeft.  A  fucccf- 
fion  of  fmall  hills  and  beautiful  vallies,  intcr- 
fe<5led  with  ftreams,  and  having  clumps  of 
trees,  and  even  pleafure-grounds,  fcattered 
up  and  down,  give  it  a  vtxy  lively  appear- 
ance. 
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ance.     The  oppofite  fide  belongi  ng  to  Vir- 
ginia is  not  abfolutely  flat,  but  the  ground 
does  not  rife  except  at  a  diftance  from  the 
river,  and  not  in  the  fame  degree  as  on  the  • 
Maryland  fide.     It  however  docs  not  want 
profpeAs  which  are  charming.     It  is  in  go- 
ing from   Alexandria  to  Federal- City  that 
the  traveller  has  the  beft  view  of  this  coun- 
try.    The  eye  is  not  loft,  as  in   the  other 
route,  in  the  immenfe  extent  of  the  Potow- 
mack ;  which,  continually  enlarging,  leaves 
nothing  to  be  feen  at  length  but  the  hori- 
zon.    In  this  paffage  the  country  clofes  till 
the   profpefl   is   bounded    by    the  chain  of 
mountains  which  form  the  falls  at  fifteen 
miles  diftance  ;  and  in  the  intervening  fpace, 
the  eye  refts  on  the  floping  ground  dcftincd 
for  the  fite  of  Federal- City,  and  where  al- 
ready there  is  a.fufiSicient  number  ofhoufes 
to  ornament  the  fcene.     The  mountains  on 
the  fide  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  which 
decreafe  in  approaching  the  Chefapeak,  con- 
fequently  rile  and  enlarge  on   the  view  in 
proceeding  the  other  way.     The  divifion  of 
the  waters  of  the  Potowmack  and  the  Eaft-. 
branch,  made  by  the  point  of  land  which  is 
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the  (itc  of  Federal-City^  k  an  objcA  that 
arrefts  the  attention^  and  wbofe  grandeur 
deduds  nothing  from  its  beauty.  It  i$  un* 
queftionahjy  among  the  finefl  views  that  are 
to  be  feen  on  any  river.  It  does  not,  how* 
ever,  make  me  forget  thofe  of  North-River^ 
in  the  ftate  of  New-  York*  which  in  my 
opinion  are  even  preferable  ;  without  fpeak* 
ing  of  that  mofl:  delightful  fcene  of  the  paf* 
fage  on  that  river  in  the  highlands. 

This  is  at  prefent  the  feafon  when  ihoals 
of  herrings  appear  on  the  coails  of  America, 
and  in  the  rivers  communicating  with  the 
fea.  I  have  conftantly  ieen  at  every  creek  a 
number  of  people  employed  in  fifliing  for 
them  with  long  nets,  which  they  drag  for  a 
while  and  then  draw  the  extremities  to- 
gether. There  is  feldom  a  draught  at  which 
they  do  not  take  thoufands.  The  greater 
part  of  them  are  inftantly  cured.  There 
is  an  immenfe  confumption  in  every  part 
of  America  of  this  ipccies  of  food.  Frefli 
herrings  fell  here  for  four  dollars  a  thoufand. 
Sturgeon  is  alfo  very  plentiful  in  the  rivers 
of  this  country,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  as 
good  as  the  fturgeon  in  Europe.   Alexandria 

is, 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C.  66S 

is,  beyond  all  comparifon,  the  handfomefl 
town  in  Virginia,  and  indeed  is  among  the 
fincft  of  the  United  States,     It  (lands  on  a 
fmall   plain,  elevated   however  ^  few  feet^ 
above  the  river,  and  fo  as  not  to  be  incom- 
moded with  the  water.     This  town,  which 
was  begun  about  thirty  years  fmce,  is  built 
on  a  regular  plan.     Streets  fufEciently  wide 
interfe6l  each   other  at   right   angles ;   and 
fpacious  fquares  add  to  its  beauty,  converii- 
ence  and  falubrity.     Almoft  all  the  houfes 
and  warehoufes  are  of  brick.   Although  all 
the  buildings    have   not  an   appearance  of 
magnificence,  all  are  convenient  and  neat; 
and   the  houfes    are  of  two   ftories.     The 
quays  are  large  and  commodious,  and  extend 
along  the  river  every  day. 

This  town  increafes  very  rapidly,  owing 
to  the  flourifliing  ftate  of  it$  commerce, 
which,  no  doubt,  will  be  ftill  improved  by 
the  opening  of  the  navigation  of  the  Potow- 
mack. 

It  is  maintained  by  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Federal-City  that  the  quays  of 
Alexandria  are  not  fo  fafe  for  (hipping  as 
thofe  of  the  Eafl-branch,  being  more  ex- 

pofed 


raife  the  price  of  flour,  v, 
bring  down  the  Potowm 
even  obliged  to  reload  the 
at  the  canal.  Hitherto  t 
the  produce  of  the  upper 
bj  land,  and  the  carts  ' 
cotiftantly  arrive  in  great 

Alexandria  carries  on 
witK  the  Weft-India  iflan 
with  Europe.  The  pric 
prefent  is  fix  dollars  and 
The  population  of  this 
nearly  6ve  thoufand  ibu! 
are  about  eight  hundred  1 
Jituate4  at  the  diilance  o 
from  the  mouth  of  the  I 
bay  of  Chefapeak. 

The  value  of  the  expc 
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812,889  dollars;  in  1795,  to  948,460  dol- 
lars; s^nd  in  1796,  to  more  than  1,100^000 
dollars. 

There  is  a  bank  at  Alexandria,  and  it  is 
the  only  one  in  Virginia.  It  was  eftablifhed 
in  December  1 79a  by  an  aft  of  the  legifla- 
ture.  Its  original  capital  was  150,000  dol- 
lars, divided  into  750  ihares,  of  200  dollars 
each.  By  a  law  pafled  in  December  1795 
it  was  authorized  to  augment  its  capital  by 
the  addition  of  350^000  dollars,  divided  into 
1 750  new  (hares. 

This  bank,  which  was  eftabliflied  on  the 
fame  principles,  and  for  the  fame  purpofe^ 
as  all  the  other  banks  of  America,  makes  a 
dividend  from  four  and  a  half  to  five-  per 
cent  half-yearly.  It  ilfues  notes  to  the  value 
of  a  dollar,  which  are  current  throughout 
all  Virginia,  at  George-Town,  and  even  for 
the  moft  part  in  Maryland. 

The  eftablifhment  of  a  bank  at  Richmond 
was  authorized  by  the  legiflature  of  Virginia 
in  December  1792.  Its  capital  was  to  con* 
iifl  of  400,000  dollars,  in  ihares  of  200  doU 
lars  each ;  but  the  fubfcriptions  not  filling,  it 
does  not  exifl:.  ' 

JOURNEY 
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JOURNEY  FROM  FEDERAL-CITY  TO 

BALTIMORE. 

The  country  from  Fcdcral-City  to  Bla- 
dcndnirg  is  beautiful ;  that  is  to  fay^  nature 
deiigned  it  to  be  fuch,  by  the  forin^  and 
multiplicity  of  the  fmall  hilb  with  which  it 
is  covered.  The  ground  is  poor^  and  as  ill 
cultivated  as  in  moft  other  places.  Bladenf^ 
burg  is  a  fmall  village  decently  built,  where 
there  is  a  place  for  infpeding  of  tobaccOf 
little  ufed  at  preient ;  and  a  fchool  of  con- 
fiderable  reputation  in  the  country.  Bla- 
deniburg  is  fituated  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
Eaft-branch,  at  the  fpot  where  it  begins  to 
be  navigable.  Not  far  from  one  of  the 
ftrearns  which  fall  into  that  river  is  a  fine 
^ring  of  mineral  wateft  which  is  feparated 
from  the  bed  of  the  ftream  only  by  a  flip  of 
land  four  or  five  feet  in  breadth. 

From  Bladcnfburg  to  Baltimore  the  coun- 
try is  every-where  hilly,  and  often  not 
wnplcafuig  to  the  fight.  It  is  filled  with 
uxodsybut  of  a  very  fmall  kin4;  and  which 
is  permitted  to'  remain  only  •  for   want  of 

hands 


NORTH  AMIRICA^  CAKADA,  &C.    -!  ^^6^ 

bauds  to  clear  the  ground,  or  rather  for 
want  of  capitals  to  enable  the  proprietors  to 
employ  the  negroes  on  it. 

It  is  faid  that  the  ground  is  better  at  fome 
miles*  diftance  from  the  road.  At  VanviUc 
the  price  of  land  is  from  fix  to  twelve  doL- 
krs  per  acre.  It  produces  from  feven  to 
eight  bufliels  of  corn  ;  from  twelve  to  fifteen, 
of  Indian  wheat ;  from  ten  to  twelve,  of 
barley ;  and  twenty  of  oats,  becaufe  this  laft 
kind  of  grain  is  fown  on  the  beft  land.  I 
received  fimilar  information  at  Spurries^ 
twenty-five  miles  farther  on. 

At  eight  or  ten  miles  from  Vanvillc  I 
paded  the  two  branches  of  the  JBoLukfiut, 
which  are  there  \ciy  narrow,  and  over 
which  are  thrown  wooden  bridges,  the 
word  and  moft  dangerous  I  ever  faw.  The 
weftcrn  branch  feparates  the  county  of 
Prince  George  from  that  of  Ann  Arundel. 
Not  far  fronci  thefe  two  ft  reams  are  the  iron- 
works of  Snowden,  and  a  flitting-milL  The 
country  abounds  with  ores,  which  is  found 
en  tl^  furface,  as  well  as  in  the  bowels  of 
the  earth,  and  in  all  the  ftreams«  The  P4- 
iafjko^  which  lies  between  Spurries  and  Bal- 
timore^ 


/lOi 
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titnorc,  at  eight  miles  from  the  laft  place, 
is  not  more  than  thirty  toifes  in  breadth.  I 
pafled  it  in  an  excellent  ferry-boat,  which  is 
dragged  over  by  the  help  of  a  rope.  At  this 
ferry  the  Patapflco  ceafes  to  be  navigable ; 
and  here,  confequently,  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  country,  there  is  a  place  for 
the  infpeftion  of  tobacco.  It  has  a  fmall 
viUage  built  around  it,  which  is  called  Elk^ 
ridge^Ianding. 

It  is  on  the  Patapjko  that  Baltimore  is 
built,  or  rather  on  an  arm  of  that  river. 
The  mouth  of  the  harbour  is  not  more  than 
two  hundred  toifes  acrofs,  and  is  confe- 
quently eafy  to  defend.  A  fort  is  creftcd  on 
a  fmall  eminence  at  the  point  of  land  which 
feparates  the  harbour  from  the  river.  It  is, 
like  all  works  of  the  kind  in  America, 
poorly  conftrufted ;  but  a  little  labour  and 
•  cxpence  would  render  it  what  it  ought  to  be. 

BALTIMORE. 

I  found  Baltimore  larger  than  when  I  was 
here  laft  year.  Several  quays  which  were 
only  begun,  «xd  fomc  even  no  more  than 

proje6ledf 
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projeftcd,  were  entirely  finilhed;  and  large 
and  handfome  warehoufes  of  brick  entirely 
built  from  the  ground.  In  every  quarter  of 
the  town  buildings  increafe;  and  there  is  an 
-air  of  buiineis  and  plenty  throughout  the 
whole. 

-  There  are  no  veflcls  built  at  prefent  at 
Baltimore,  for  the  fame  reafons  that  put  a 
flop  to  the  building  of  velfels  in  other  parts 
of  Maryland  and  Virginia.  Baltimore  has, 
notwithilanding,  loft  in  the  courfe  of  the 
year  a  great  many  fhips  at  fea.  This  port 
.continues  to  trade  to  the  Weft-Indies ;  and 
fbme  of  the  merchants  engaged  in  that 
commerce  have  not  been  unfuccefsful. 

The  value  of  the  exports  of  Baltimore  in 
17Q1  amounted  to  1,976,688  dollars;  in 
1702,  to  1,843,225  dollars;  in  17&3f  to 
3,084,545  dollars;  in  17g4,  to  5,312,200 
dollars  ;  in  1705,  to  5,542,051  dollars  ;  and 
in  l7o6»  to  more  than  8,500,000  dollars. 
But  that  this  aftoniihing  increafe  in  the  ex- 
portation of  this  port  may  not  be  exagge- 
rated, the  augmentation  in  the  price  of  the 
produce  of  the  Weft-India  iflands  muft  hcre^ 
as  in  every  other  part  of  America,  be  de- 

duded 
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duded  from  the  value  of  the  exports*  There 
are  oo  merchants  here  as  rich  as  thofe  of 
Philadelphia.  The  fortunes  of  this  town 
are  in  their  infancy.  Luxury  is  not  only 
Jeis  in  individuals,  but  is  leis  general. 

I  am  told  that  the  number  of  corn^miUs 
built  within  ten  miles  round  Baltimore  ex- 
ceed fixty.  Some  that  I  faw  near  the  town 
were  as  handfome,  upon  as  large  a  fcale,  and 
as  complete  as  aoy  at  Brandywine. 

There  are  two  banks  at  Baltimore.     One 
is  a  branch  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States; 
the  other  is  a  bank  belonging  to  the  town, 
which  was  incorporated  in  1701,  by  a  law 
of  this  ftate,  with  a  capital  of  three  hundred 
thoufand  dollars.     The  ftores  of  Baltimore 
partake  with  Philadelphia  in  fupplying  thoie 
of  Kentucky,  the  territory  of  the  weft,  and 
Teneffee.      Philadelphia,   however,    would 
not  enter  into  this  competition  with  Baltic 
more,  were  not  its  commerce  more  exten- 
five,  and  its  ftock  and  capital  larger,  fo  that 
purchafcrs  find  a  greater  variety  of  aflbrt- 
jments  of  every  kind  there.     It  is  faid  alio 
that  the  fpirituous  liquors  fold  at  Baltimore 
are  more  adulterated  than  even  thofe  fold  by 

the 
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\\ic  tnerchants  of  Philadelphia.  The  mer- 
chants of  Biltimort  allow  the  traders  of 
Kentucky  frorA  tv^xnty  to  five-^itd-twenty 
per  cent  profit  oh  their  articles,  iild  give  !a 
'twfelvbtnbnth^s  Credit. 

fialtimbre,  however,  may  eJcpeifl  to  lofe 
Tome  of  the  branches  of  its  coftiitfefCe  from 
^he  fdlfowitig  caiifes  \ 

rft,  The  entire  open'ing  of  the  toaviga*- 
tion  of  the  Potowmack,  by  bringing  down 
the  corn  and  other  produce  of  the  parts 
x)f  Virginia  and  Ma rylUild  watered  by  that 
river  and  others  which  flo\^  into  it,  will 
•give  that  branch  of  commerce  'to  George^ 
Town,  Alexandria,  tind  Federal-City  ;  Bal- 
timore being  obliged  to  procure  thefe  articles 
"by  land  carriage.  "^ 

2d,  A  fchemt  is"  lindertakcn  fpr  joining 
the  Potowmack  above  Cumberland  with  one 
o'f  the  branches  of  *tiie  Mcfnongahela,  which 
fails  into  the  Ohio*;  which,  if  it  fucceed, 
will   take    from   Baltimore   the   market  o? 

•       •  • 

Kentucky,*  and  x^vfcn  6f  Pitriburg,  as  articles 

will- then  ^be  carried  to  tbofe  places  bj^Vatef 

through  Alexandria  and  George-Town. 

•3d,  If  the  fchemc  of*  uniting  the  Chefa- 

'     Voi:.  ill.  X  X  pcak^ 
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pesK-bay  with  the  Delaware-bay  by  a  ca- 
nal pailing  tbro^h  the  eaft  of  Maryland  is 
completedf  which  appears  to  be  probable, 
the  cprn  of  that  part  of  the  eaft,  and  even 
of  the  weft,  which  at  prefeat  is  carried  U> 
Baltimore,  would  be  carried  to  Philadelphia 
and  JPIrandywine,  where  they  wouid  dad  aa 
ample  market ;  and  the  more  £)^  as  fiour 
generally  &Us  at  Philadelphia  for  a  dollar, 
or  a  dollar  and  a  half,  per  baxrel  more  thaa 
at  Baltimore. 

The  merchants  of  Baltimore,  who  arc 
aware  of  thefe  confequences,  expe^  that  at 
the  fame  time  the  Sufquehaiiuah  will  be 
made,  entirely  navigable  ;  and  in  that  bdi* 
gine  they  will  have  a  complete  compeaia- 
tion«  But  it  appears  to  me  that  they  de- 
ceive themfelves  in  thefe  expeditions ;  for 
the  articles  which  are  brought  down  the 
Sufquehannah  will  probably  take  the  route 
of  the  canal  that  will  join  the  two  bajfS 
wh^n  it  is  finilhed ;  and  as  Philadelphia  is 
extremely  interefted  in  the  completion  of 
that  canal,  it  ,is  certain  that  the  hgifkturc 
of  Penniylvania  will  never  coofent  to  the 
works  neceflary  to  render  the  Suiquchanpab 

wiyigable— 
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flavig'ible— that  river  Eowing  chiefly  through 
its  territory— until  the  legiilaturc  of  Mary- 
fahd '  mall  confent  to  the  opening  of  the  ca- 
nal between  the  two  bay%,  which  is.  at  pre- 
fect obftihately  oppofed  by  the  merchants  of 
Baltimore. 

From  thefe  obfervations  it  JTolIows,  that 
Baltimore  is  ill  fituated  for  commerce ;  ow- 
ittg  itis  prefenk  fuccefs  merely  to  the  want  of 
other  ports  in  t{ie  Chefapeak,  and  to  the  ob- 
ftrudtions  to  navigation  on  aU  the  interior 
tivefs. 

The  commerce  of'  Baltimore  was  raifed 
from  the  funds  of  the  merchants  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  ill  that  place  faw  a  convenient 
(tntttpbi  between  themfelves  and  the  back 
CountHes.  It  has  fince  increafed  by  the  capi*- 
fak  gained  by  the  merchants,  who  at  firft 
were  only  faAors  to  thofe  of  Philadelphia ; 
btit  the  decreafe  of  its  commerpe  is  not 
therefore  the  lefs  probable. 

I  went  to  fee  one  of  the  frigates  of  th^ 
United  States  here,   and  which  is  one  of 
ihofe  that  have  been  ordered  to  be  finifhed: 
ihe  wilj  be  launched  in  Augufl.     I  thought 
her  too  much  encumbered  with  wood- work 

X  X  2  within. 
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within,  but  in  other  refpefls  (he  is  a  fine 
veffel,  beino  built  of  thole  beautiful  kinds 
of  wood,  the  ever-green  oak  and  cedar :  fhc 
is  pierced  for  thirty-fix  guns. 
'  An  inhabitant  of  Baltimore  has  ercftcd 
an  obfcrvatory  on  a  fmall  hiH  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  port,  from  which,  with  a  tele- 
scope, one  fees  to  the  diftance  oJF.  thirty- five 
miles  into  the  bay.  A  flag  is  hoifled  on  the 
obfer\'atory,  to  announce  the  arrifval  of  vcf- 
fels.  This  little  eftabli(hment  is  not  only 
very  grateful  to  the  merchants,  but  in  fomc 
degree  ufcful,  and  is  already  encouraged 
with  many  fubfcriptions. 

A  public  library  is  erefting  by  fubicription 
at  Baltimore  :  two  thoufand  volumes,  fomc 
good  and  fome  bad,  are  already  collected  for 
it.  This  is  the  only  public,  library  through- 
out Maryland. 

Baltimore  has  afforded  great  afHftance  to 
the  unfortunate  Frenchmen  who  fled  from 
the  difaftrous  ftate  of  St.  Domingo;  in- 
dividuals having  confiderably  added  by  fub* 
-fcriptions  to  the  donations  made  by  the  Icgi* 
flat u re  of  i\z  flate. 

'      •  BUSH- 
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BUSH-TOWN. 

4 

The  ground  between  Baltimore  and  Bufh- 
Town  is  ftill  woife,  if  pofiible,  than  that 
between  Fefleral-City  a;nd  Baltimore  :  the 
Heffian  fly,  which  to  the  fouth-weft  of  the 
town  attacks  the  corn  very  little,  lays  it 
waftc  iii  this  quarter ;  very  little  corn  is 
therefore  ibwn.  Small  grain,  Indian  wheat, 
and  pafture,  includes  the  hufbandry  of  the 
country.  It'  is  befide  very  much  filled  with 
woods  of  a  very  ufelefs  kind,  and  very  mean 
appearance. 

At  fifteen  miles  from  Baltimore,  at  a  place 
where  I  brcakfafted  with  a  farmer  named 
Webjiir^  land  fells  from  eight  to  fifteen  dol- 
lars per  acre  ;  there  is  very  little  that  ex- 
ceeds this  price,  and  this  is  pafture-ground, 
improved  by  fomc  years  manuring.  Web- 
fter  has  a  fmall  flock  of  fhecp,  whofc  wool 
he  fells  partly  to  neighbouring  farmers,  and 
partly  to  the  hatters  of  Baltimore,  at  four 
Ihillings  per  pound.  His  houfc  Hands  at  a 
little  diftancc  from  Bird-River ^  which  ap- 
■*  X  X  3  pears 
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pears  to  be  rather  an  arm  of  the  bay  than  a 
river. 

A  mill  not  far  from  Webfter^s  houfc 
grinds  the  little  corn  that  is  grown  in  dut 
part ;  ajid  the  flour  is  fent  to  Baltimore. 

Bird-River  is  navigable  for  fmall  vdQIels 

to  a  place   about  a  mile   from   Wcbftcr'a 

boufe ;.  about  a  quarter  of  a   mile  a)K)V4 

which  it  is  not  more  than  four  toifes  in 

breadth,  and  is    eafily   forded.     This  is  A 

ufual  cafe  with  the  ieveral  creeks  and  rivers 

of  the  country,  and  they  are  very  numerous. 

I  pafTed  the  Long-Cane,  or  Great  Gunpowder^ 

where  there  was  water  enough  at  that  time 

to  reach  the  girth  of  my  horfe  ;  the  Uttk 

Gunpowder,  which  I  pafTed  on  a  very  miicii 

rable   wooden  bridge  :    this  river   fupplies 

fome  iron- works  and  (litting-mills,  known 

by  the  name  of  Onion' s-worksi  the  Winter^ in 

Run.  a  fmall  creek  ;  and  the  Bu/hrRruer^ 

which,  like  Bird-River^  is  only  four  toifes 

acrofs,  and  is  not  more  than  a  foot  in  depth, 

at  a  place  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile 

from  the  fpot  where  it  is  twelve  feet  in 

depths  and  ^  mile  in  breadth.     There  is  a 

handfome 
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handfome  and  large  corn-CDili  on  Bujb* 
River,  to  which  corn  is  brotight  from  a 
great  diftance,  the  proprietors  being  rich  and 
a^ve^     The  flour  is  fenc  to  Bahimore. 

The  LittJe  Gunpowder  creek  feparat^s  the 
countj  of  Baltimore  fronv  that  of  Hdrtfoird. 
Tb«  county  of  Baltimore,  e:xclu(ive  of  the 
city,  contain  twenty-five  thouiand  intiabi- 
tants>  of  which  ten  thouikfid  ar6  fiaves.  The 
population  of  the  towa  of  Baltimore  aMount^ 
ta  fifteen  thousand  white  men,  l^nd  fi^o^  (\t 
to  &ven^  thoufand  flaves. 

This  road  hab  a  mournful  appearamie, 
and  is  vtty  thinly  inhabitied.  The  road  is 
t<Jl*er»ably  good  for  a  horfe  ;  but  almoft 
impaflablef  for  carriages.  Notwithftaiiding 
which,  therei'  are  four  ftiages  that  pafs  it 
every  day  ;  and  it  fics  between  two  of  the 
it^  cdnfiderable  places  for  tiade  in  Ame- 
rica. 

At  the  diftance  of  a  mile  before  I  ar- 
rived at  Bu(h-Town  \  paffcd  through  Aiing^ 
tMj  2c  finall  and  poor  village,  which  is  rt^ 
markable  for  nothing  but  for  the  rettiains  of 
a  very  handfbme  college,  built  by  t^ie  Me-- 
thodiilsy  and  which  was  burned  dowii  about 

X  X  4  two 
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two  years  (iticc.     It  Is  ^ffcrtcd  here,  that 
this  fire,  was  OGcafioncd  wilfully  ;aud  whca 

■ 

it  is  kubwn  that: the  Methodillsi,  as  well  as 
the  Quitkers,  cxlK)rt  to  the  emancipation  of 
the  flavcs,  we  cannot  be  furprized  that  they 
Ihould  be.ha,ted  ajid  perlecuted  in  a  country 
\yh?re  the  inbiihitai\tfii.arp  .attached  to  the;' 
fyftem  of  keeping  flavcs,  by  their  education^ 
habits,  .and  a  parrow  view  of  their  int^refts^* 
It  ipuft  be  ^llpwcd  that  there  is  a  great  deal  • 
of  ^nthufi^io)  among  the  MethodiAs^;  aod 
I  am  incUned  to  beljevc  that  they  are  too 
general  in  jh§ir  plans  for  the  ^boUtidn  of 
flave.ry^ :  even '  to  guard  fyfficieatl;^;  thQ.  in-. 
terefts   of  the  .  flaveSi  themfelyes.     Nor  are  - 
they  very,  difereet  in   their  fcrmpns.     But 
from  all  I  havp  becn,abjc  to  .gather  .90jar 
cerning  Jthis  fcct,  1  ajn  perfuade^  it  includcst 
many  worthy  and  virtuous  rnqn^  an4  ex'Cn - 
many  men  of  talents.     None  of  the  Mp-\ 
thodilb  poiTefs  flavcs.      Many  before;  t^cy 
w^re  of  that  pcrfuafion  wer^  proprietojs  of 
(laves,  and  freed  thenu     There  havq  bee^- 
fome  who   have   freed;  three  hundred  ne-  . 
grpes  at  a  time  ;    binding  the  children  t© 
maftcrs,  with  the  condition  of  their,  teach-. 
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ittg  tfcerm:*to  rea[d,  write -and   cypher^  and 
pf  thpir.  lerving  only  to  the  age  of  eighteeii 
pF  twenty^  when  they  were  to  be  entirely  at 
their.  o\Yit  difpofeL     Bufh-Town  is*  in  thtf 
CQunty  of  iJartford,  which  contains  fifteeri 
|Houfandahhabitants,!fivc  thoiifand  of  which 
jtr^e  i\'a.\cs'i-  :BeJair  lidsrbecn  the  county  town 
of  Hartford  for  fon^e- years  pafll  but  hitherto 
Spntains. oul/ the  town-houfe,  a  prifort,  and 
^  imall  uun:iber  of  woodea  houfes.     It  was 
in^cje  the:CQunty  toivrnforits  central  fitua- 
tion,     Bufh-Town  was  formerly  the  cobnty 
to\vn,  and  was  lac  that  time  called  Hart- 
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liAVRE-DE-GHACE. 

The  country  .jiU  H-teacfacd;  the  Sufqiic- 
banaah  was/of  fhg  fatjie  kind  as  that  through^ 
^bid)  J  j)s^',?ijr^a4y,  paiTed,     In  .travelling* 
UVjClvp  miks,  I  did  nptfe^  niorc. than  four 

■  ■ 

l^oufes  that  vycre  not  .'miferftbic  huts;  and 
ypt  tjie  farms  ^re  tolei'^bly  large,  the  ground 
being  partly  fown  with  Indian  corn,  and  the: 
remainder  imqocprc  fields  very  rarely  ma^t 
iiur^d,  The  la^ic)  is .  in  general  fiindy  and: 
.       .  poor. 
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poor«  Ff  om  ten  to  twelve  btrfhels  of  Indiaa 
wheat  per  acre  k  the  ufual  prodncet  aod 
firocn  fire  to  fix  of  corn  (where  that  is  fefwn\ 
whea  the  Heilian  fly  docs  not  kifeft  the 
graia^  it  being  as  eorxlaioii  in  this  pa#C 
of  Maryland  as  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Chefiipeak.  Some  meadows,  efpeciaHf  thofil 
that  lie  neardft  the  bay,  yield  forty  hunv* 
dred  weight  of  haty  per  acre.  There  Is  fome 
ground  to  be  met  with  fuperior  in  quality, 
the  prodiice  of  which  is  a  third  naore  thaii 
what  I  have  named. 

Throughout  the:  whole  of  this  journey,  I 
found  that  lands  generally  fell  as  at  Buflw 
Town,  from  ten  to  twenty  dollars  per  acre. 
Near  the  Sufquehannah  fome  rich  meadows 
fell  for  thirty-five  dollars  per  acre. 

The  rain,  which  fell  incclFantly  for  two 
dkysy  and  detained  me  at  Bufh-Town,  fwell^ 
od^tile  creeks  £o  much,  that  at  many  pbtees 
we  pafied,  where  the  water  i&  generally  no 
more  than  four  or  five  inches  in  depth,  it 
was  then  more  than  four  feet.  The  fbge 
that  goes  between  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more was  compelled  to  remain  frar^-and* 
twenty  hours  at  Bufh^Town;  ^c  Winter's^ 

Run, 
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Run^,  which  is  ufually  eo  more  than  twa  feet 
ia  depth,  having  rifea  to  fifteen  feet,^  and 
tbecc  being  no  bridge  over  that  river. 

The  Swaa-rlver  is  the  only  pne  of  any 
coaiequencQ  between  Buih-Town  and  the 
SuiqiiehaAnah.  It  is  of  the  &me  kind  as 
the  reft  i  that  ia  to  fay^  very  narrow  at  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fpot  where  it  is 
two  oi)  three  mites  acro&. 

The  land  is  tolerably  good  in  the  bot«^ 
tomsy  and.  is  fold  fctr  thixty^fbur  dollars  per 
ax:re ;  that  on  the  heights  feUs.  only  for  flea 
and  twelve  dollars  per  a?cre«  The  wagea  of 
labourers  are  from  eight  to  nine  dollars  pec 
xppnth,  for  the  fummer  feafon,  or  nine^^ 
two  dollars  by  the  year ;  and  three  (hillings/ 
and.  oine  pence  per  day:  when  there  is  no^ 
thing  particular  to  do,  and  a  dollar  and  a* 
half  in  harvefl-time.  They  majce  9  de« 
iBand  of  half  a  dollar  extraordinacy  foir 
mowing.  , 

HAVRE-DE-QRACE. 

A  few  houfes  that  ftand  together  on  tha 
weft  banks  of  the  Sufquehannah  bear  thei 

name 
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tmmc  oi  Havre-de^Grace.  A  company  con- 
fifting  of  eight  pertbns  projedlcdabe  cfta- 
blifliment  of  i  a  town  there.  A  plan-  was  ' 
drawn  outy  ^he  )gr6und  was  mealured  and 
bowndedi  and  the  ftreets  laid  out;  The  fitc 
included  a  thoufand  acres,  divided  into  three 
thoiifaud  fix  hundred  lots  of  houfes*  The 
projedlors  already  enjoyed  their  town  com- 
pleted in  imagination  ;  or  afFedled  to  do  fo. 
Their  reafons  for  liippofing  it  would  be  peo- 
pled with  rapidity  were  the  following  : 

ift.  That  the  produce  of  the  Sulquehan- 
nah,  navigable  in  both  its  branches  for  three  • 
luiqdred  milca  above  Havre-de-Grace^  could 
have  no  other  outlet,  at  leaft  for  timber, 
which  abounds  along  \i%  banks  as  well 
»€-- along  the  ibanks  of  the  nverj  ^hat  fell 
into  it. 

-ad,'  That  Chefopeak-bay,  which  com- 
metices  at  thiS'Tpn^t,  has  at  that  placfc  fdtir-' 
teen  feet  water  without  a  rock  or  faiH^^bank 
beneath  it;  and  that,  therefore,  veffels  of  a 
confiderable  burthen  mis:ht  there  eafily  take 
in  fuch  articles  as  could  not  venture  into  the 
baiy  in  the  fmall  ciift  that  brings  them  down 
the  river.  • 

3d,  That 
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3d^'  That  the  road  of  Havre -de-Grace, 
being  in  that  part  of  the  tv)wn  which  lies 
upon  the  bay,  would  be  fecured  from  the 
(hoaisofice,  and  in  other  reii^efts  perfedHjr 
:fafe.     .  ■  '  •      •  ."-■■' 

Thiis-the  proprietors,  of  the  ground  of  this  ^ 
:ncw  city,  imagined  that  the  commerce  of 
.Baltimore;  and   even  that  of  Philadelphia^ 
would  in  part  be  transft^rred  to  Havre-de- 
.Orace. 

The  navigation  of  the  Sufquehahnaii^ 
liowever,  alrhongh  prafticablc,  with  great 
car e^  for  fmairveflcls  and  timber  rafts,  is 
not  without  danger,  ind  does  not  admit  of 
any  larger  vcflcls.  '  It  flows  thrbugh  the 
ftate  of  Pcnnf^ivanta,  .except  for 'the 'feft . 
twenty  miles  of  its  courfc  :  and  as  the  leofi- 
flature  of  Pcnnfylvania  entertains  the  pro- 
je6i  of  joining  the  Suf|uchannah  and  the 
Schuylkill,  by  a  caiial  which'  is  already  be- 
gun at  SKveetara  ;  and  as  this  plan  has  no 
other  intention  than  to  give  Philadelphia 
the  means  of  receiving  direc^lly  the  corn 
that  the  Sufquthaiinali  brings  as  far  as  Mid- 
dleton;  it  is  to  be  expected  that  even  if  this 
canal  is  not-  completed  (which  th-j  'i'rthabi- 
:  tants 
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tants  of  Havre*de-Gracc  bclierc  to  te  im- 
pradicable),  the  ftate  of  Pennfjlvank  will 
jtever  employ  funds  to  facilitate  a  naTiga>« 
tioQ  the  profit  of  which  Will  wholly  belon|^ 
to  a  neighbouring  ftate.  The  depth  of  thfr 
canal  that  comes  up  to  Havre-»dt-Ora6e  is 
not,  even  below  Point^Concord^  confiderable 
enough  to  admit  vefTels  of  great  burthen  ; 
and  confequently  not  direSly  to  calry  on 
foreign  commerce  with  advantage.  I  takfc 
this  proje£t  therefore  to  .be  another  dream^ 
at  leaft  as  to  the  extent  given  to  it.  This 
town,  which  may  very  well  become  an  en* 
trepot^  where  the  merchants  of  PhiladeU 
phia  and  Baltimore  may  eftablt(h  agentSi 
does  not  appear  to  be  calculated  for  waf 
higher  deftiny.  Pamphlets  are  however  cir* 
culated  to  praife  the  advantages  of  its  fittui^ 
tion^  and  confequently  to  atra£t  advcnturen*. 
The  company  have  fent  an  agent  to  Europi 
to  fell  their  lots,  the  price  of  which  is  jfrom 
a  hundred  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  ac^ 
cording  to  their  fituations.  Notwkbftand^ 
ing  the  aftivity  of  thefe  meafures,  and  eveii 
the  probability  that  this  place  will  becomto 
an  entrep6t,  I  am  perfuaded  the  tenth  pari 

of 
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pf  the  fitc  of  Havre-dc-Grace  will  never  be 
covered  with  houfes ;  or,  to  fay  the  leail:, 
jQOt  for  a  great  number  of  years.  Many  peo» 
pie  aflert  that  the  fituation  is  far  from  being 
healthy. 

There  are  obArudlions  in  the  navigation 
of  the  Sufquehannah  eight  miles  above  Ha- 
vre-de-Grace, and  within  the  territory  of 
the  llate  of  Maryland.  A  canal  which  will 
remedy  the  evil  is  almoii  finiihed.  The 
funds  for  defraying  the  expences  of  this  car- 
nal were  railed  by  fubicriptions  of  kidivi« 
dual;  atid  the  fiate  of  Maryland.  The  tide 
flows  fix  miles  above  Havre-de-Gk-ace ;  and 
herrings  abound  there  as  in  the  Potowmack* 
There  are  ten  different  iilheries  eitahliihed 
within  that  fpace  on  the  weft  banks  of  the 
Suiquehannah,  where  the  (hoala  are  the 
greateft  ;  and  five  on  the  other  fide..  The 
herrings  are  taken  in  large  nets,  from  a 
kuiidred  and  eighty  to  two  hundred  fa- 
thoms ia  lengthy  and  from  four  to  fix  fa- 
thoms in  breadth.  The  nets  are  fpread 
acrofs  the  river  by  boats,  a  rope  at  one  end 
being  faftened  to  the  (hore,  and  the  other 
ci^i  eoAveyed  b^  the.  boat  to  a  certain  dif^ 

tance ; 
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•     -  -  •      - 

tahte-  and  they  are  dra^Vfl  by  the  help  of 
'a  Capftiin.      There  iS  no  other  firfi  here  but 
herrings  arid   fliad-fifh  :  and  the   latter  are 
found  in  very  fmall  qttarititiesl     The.md- 
mcnt    the    herrings    are    taken,    tliev   are 
throwft   into   large  calks   with  "fait.   *  The 
fifhertiien  do  not  clean   them,  iior  take  6^ 
the  heads,   as  on  the  Pjtowmack.     Havinsc 
been  left   five  days  in  thefe  calks,  they  afe 
taken  out,  and  packed  in  barrels,  which  at 
"each  end  have  a  layerof  fait  J  aiid  theii  they 
are  nt  for   falc.     The  fiAierics,   the  Curing 
the   herring,  and  the 'patking  them  in  bar- 
rels, employ  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  men  ifi 
each  fiflierr,  who  have  each   fifteen -dollars 
per  month,  with   their  provifidn^."    Every 
ba*rrel  contains  about' fivfe  huildr'^dherrin'sfS, 
arid  requires  a  bufliel   and  a  half  of'ialt, 
which  cofts    five  (hillings    pelr  bufhel ;"  the 
barrel  itfclf  Crofts  five  fliillings  and  fix  pehcfe: 
the  nets  laft  three  or  four  fcafon'g,  land 'toft 
fr6m  two  hundred'  to  three  'hundred  "dol- 
lars,  according  to  their  ilimeiilion's".     That 
part   of  the  river  where  the  filh'ery  is  efta* 
blifhed'is  taken  of  the  proprietor  of  the  ad- 
joining land  j  and  from  thirty  to  fiftyAolhtrs 

annually 
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annually  are  paid  for  a  fifliery,  aecordii^g  to 
its  fituation  ;  for  the  difference  of  a  point  iri 
the  land,  or  of  the  nearnefs  of  the  current 
to  the  fhore,  makes  a  great  difference  in  the 
fize  and  quantity  of  the  Ihoals.  The  feafon 
for  fifhing  continues  five  or  fix  weeks,  dur^ 
ing  which  the  ten  fifliefies  itl  the  tieighboUr^ 
hood  of  Havrc-de-Grace  take  iaboiit  12,000 
barrels  of  herrings :  they  are  feilt  as  far  aS 
Baltimore:  fome  ire  fold  frefh  to  the  in-^ 
habitants,  who  cure  thertt  themfelves.  A 
barrel ^bf  cured  herriligS  is  fold  fbr  five  doU 

■ 

iars  and  a  half:  frefh  heitings  are  four  doU 
lars  per  thdufaild,  \Vhic5h  is  the  fiimfe  prifce  aS 
oil  the  Potowmack.  Small  veflfels  of  about 
forty  tons  carry  the  cured  herrings  to  Balti* 
tnore  ;  they  are  generally  built  kt  Havrc-de- 
Grace,  and  cofl  twenty  dollars  per  ton  fot 
the  hull,  which  inakes  thetti  aftiount  to 
thirty-five  or  thirty-fii  dollars  per  ton  When 
they  are  ready  for  fca. 

Whik  I  was  vifiting  one  of  thcfc  fifheries 
I  faw  a  net  dfaWh,  with  aft  immehfe  quan- 
tity of  fifli ;  ehough,  it  was  (Computed,  to  fill 
two  hundred  barrels :  the  dQictmtti  calculate 

Vol.  III.  Y  y  thi 


690  TRAV£L8  THROUGH 

the  medium  quantity  of  a  draught  to   be 
about  forty  barrels.  C/i^ata^^  { 

JOURNEY    FROM    HAVRE-DE-GRACE 

TO  ELK-TOWN. 

I  have  fpoken  in  my  journal  of  lafl:  year 
of  the  beauty  of  the  banks  of  the  Sufque- 
hannah  at  its  mouth  ;  thefe  banks  are  lofty» 
diverfified  in  their  appearance,  well  culti- 
vated, and  covered  with  dwellings.  At  the 
entrance  of  the  bay  the  profpeft  extends  a$ 
far  as  the  fight  can  reach  ;  ten  miles  higher 
up,  on  the  fide  of  Philadelphia,  noble  moiin- 
tains  of  various  beautiful  forms  bound  the 
profpeft. 

In  this  part  of  the  Sufquehannah  aje  im- 
menfe  flocks  of  wild  ducks,  known  by  the 
name  oi  canvas- back  ducks^  and  are  eftcemcd 
delicious  eating.  This  fowl,  which  in  fum- 
mer  haunts  the  more  northern  lakes  of  the 
Continent,  vilits  the  Sufquehannah  towards 
the  month  of  December,  and  remaining  there 
till  the  frofts  fees  in,  at  that  ieafon  proceeds 
to  the  Potowmack ;  when  ttie  ice  diiappears, 

It 


NORTH  AU£ftICA»  CANADA,  &C.  691 

it  returns  again  to  the  Sufquebannah  for  a 
week  or  two,  and  then  departs  for  its  fum- 
mer  haunts. 

Having  croiied  the  Suiquehannah,  I  found 
myfclf  in  the  county  of  Cecily  through  the 
fouthern  part  of  which  I  had  travefled  three 
weeks  before  from  Warwick  to  a  river  called 
the  Safafras.  It  was  my  intention  to  pay  a 
vifit  for  a  day  to  Philip  Thomas^  one  of  the 
richeft  proprietors  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  a  partner  in  the  Havre-de-Gracc 
company.  I  was  even  on  my  road  to  his 
hou(e,  when  I  learned  that  he  had  been  two 
days  at  Philadelphia ;  I  therefore  abandoned 
my  defign,  and  took  the  road  to  Philadel* 
phia,  through  a  country  a  little  more  plea<- 
iant,  better  cuitivated,  and  better  inhabited, 
than  that  between  Baltimore  and  the  Sui^ 
queh^nah  ;  but  by  no  means  either  rich  or 
well  peopled. 

A  fmall  creek  called  Principio^  which  is 
tio  more  than  four  toifes  in  breadth  in  one 
Ipot,  after  a  fall  among  rocks  of  about  thirty 
feet,  fpre^ds  to  a  mile  in  breadth,  and  con- 
tinues to  widen  till  it  falls  into  the  bay. 
Juft  below  this  fall  is  a  cannon  foundery  be- 

Y  y  2  longing 
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longing  to  Colonel  Toutb^  one  of  the  part- 
ners of  the  Havre-de-Graxre  conipany  ;   this 
foundery  is  at  prefent  entirely  employed  in 
cafling  cannon  for  the  frigates  building  by 
the   United  States :  a  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars  for  every  twenty  hundred  weight  of 
metal  is  the  price  the  colonel  receives  for  all 
cannon   that   are  proof,  which  amounts  to 
about  three  hundred  dollars  for  a  cannon  of 
twenty-four  pounds   caliber.     The   colonel 
procures  his  ore  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  place  where  Webfter  refides,  at  a  little 
diftance  from  Bird^crcck ;  it  is  brought  to 
Principio  in  boats.     This  ore  docs  not  yield 
more  when  melted    than  two    fifths  of  its 
weight  of  iron  ;  and  the  metal,  on  the  mere 
infpedion  of  it,  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be 
good.     The  great  number  of  cannon  that 
burft  in  the  proof,   with  the  fragments   of 
which  the  ground  is  covered,  confirmed  mc 
in  this  opinion :  the  cannons  however  appear 
to  be  caft  with  confiderable  Ikill,  and  great 
care. 

This  is  the  fecond  cannon  foundery  in  the 
United  States  :  there  is,  as  1  have  faid  bc^ 
fore,  another  fituated  in  the  ilate  of  Rhode- 

lOand 


NORTH  AMERICA^  CANADA,  &C.  695 

Iflatid :  and  thefe  are  the  only  ones.  They 
have  been  eftabliftied  by  French  founders^ 
font  by  the  French  government  for  that  pur-, 
pofe  about  ten  or  twelve  years  ago:  thus,  for 
every  thing  that  contributes  to  their  fafety, 
the  United  States  ^re  indebted  to  France. 

Colonel  Youth's  foundery  confifts  of  a 
furnace  with  bellows,  and  a  reverberating 
one.  When  he  is  not  employed  in  caft* 
ing  cannon  he  manufactures  pots,  chimney 
backs,  and  other  large  works.  The  number 
of  workmen  at  prefent  amounts  to  fifty,  who 
are  paid  from  ten  to  twenty  dollars  a  month. 

The  view  of  the  fall  is  extremely  pi6tu- 
refquc  and  beautiful.     The  fmall  veflels  of 

■ 

from  forty  to  fifty  tons,  which  bring  the  ore, 
approach  it  within  fifty  fathom. 

From  feveral  elevated  points  of  the  road 
from  Elk^Town  the  bay  of  Chefapeak  may 
be  fcen :  you  approach  it  even  at  Charles^ 
Town^  and  at  Nordwaiji^  a  little  village  built 
on  Nordwaiji-River  ;  which,  like  the  others, 
is  only  a  continuation  of  the  bay.  The 
fmall  creeks,  however,  which  we  pafs  at  the 
ford  are  innumerable.  It  is  probable,  that 
in  a  dry  fcalbn  they  are  not  to  be  perceived, 

Y  y  3  but 
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but  after  the  heavy  rains,  which  have  fallen 
for  fome  days  paft,  they  are  almoft  all  wide 

and  deep. 

ELK-TOWN. 

This  fmall  town  is  the  capital  of  Ccci^ 
County,  and  contains  about  100  houfcs,  al- 
moft all  built  in  one  ftreet,  which  kads  to 
Philadelphia. 

Elk-River  is  navigable  only  a  mile  below 
the  town,  and  at  which  point  there  is  alio 
an  aflemblage  of  houfes  and  warehoufes, 
which  may  be  coniidered  as  a  part  of  the 
town. 

Elk-Town  has  a  pretty  good  trade  in  corn 
with  Philadelphia,  which  is  brought  par^ 
ticularly  from  the  eaftern  part  of  Maryland, 
From  Elk-Town  it  is  fent  by  land  to  ChriC- 
tiana-bridge,  a  village  at  the  diftance  of 
twelve  miles ;  and  from  thence  conveyed 
on  the  Chriftiana  to  Brandywine  and  Pbilar 
delphia.  It  is  aflerted  that  300,000  boflicls 
are  fent  annually  from  Elk-Town  by  this 
route.  The  price  of  carriage  to  Brandy** 
wine  is  nine  pence  per  buihel,  and  to  Phiia<* 
delphia  eleven  pence  halfpenny* 

One 
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One  of  the  plans  for  joining  the  Chefa- 
pcak  and  the  Delaware,  by  inland  naviga- 
tion,  is  to  join  the  Elk-River  to  that  of  the 
Chriftiana,  Another  has  for  its  objeft  to 
join  die  Bohemia  to  the  Apoquimini.  A  third 
is  to  make  a  communication  between  the 
river  Chefter  and  Duck-River;  and  the 
fourth  would  join  the  Choptank  to  Jones- 
River.  Each  of  thefe  plians  is  favoured  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  part  of  the  county 
which  it  would  pafs  through. 

It  is  afferted  that  the  ftate  of  Delaware 
oppofes  alraoft  all,  becaufe  a,  great  number  of 
horfes  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  are  con- 
ftantly  and  ufefully  employed  in  carrying 
corn  from  Elk-Town  to  Chriftiana-bridge. 
i  can  hardly  believe  that  fo  trifling  an  in- 
tereft  can  miflead  the  inhabitants,  and  efpe- 
cially  the  legiflature  of  Delaware,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  important  interelts  of  the  ftate,' 

The  commercial  interefts  of  Baltimore^ 
as  I  have  before  faid,  oppofe  this  jun<ftion. 
To  judge  which  of  thefe  four  plans  ought  to 
be  preferred,  we  fhuuld  know  the  plan  of 
the  engineers,  and  the  nature  of  the  ground 
and  the  obftacles.     If  the  difficulties  were 

Y  y  4  equal, 


09^  TRAVELS    THROUGH 

equal,  that  which  would  join  the  Bohemia 
to  the  Apoquimini  appears  the  bcft,  2^s  being 
higher  in  the  river  Delaware.     The  fmall 
fpace  of  ground  to  be  cut  through  to  joia 
the  two  rivers  fliould  likewife  be  taken  into 
eonfideration,    as    rendering    its    execution 
quicker,  and  lefs  cxpcniiye.     As  the  part  to 
be  cut  through    is  entirely   in  the   ftate  of 
Delaware,  the  acquiefcence  of  the  legiQature 
pf  Maryland  is  unneceffary, 

A  general  obftacle  exifts  againft  all  theic 
projc6ls;r — which  is,   the   difference  in  the  ^;?^ 
height  of  the  waters  of  the  Delaware  and 
pf  the  Chcfapeak, 

This  difference  is  occafioned  by  the  rapid 
influx  from  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  which^  on 
account  of  the  direftion  of  the  currents,  and 
the  narrownefs  of  the  bafon,  rushes  with 
more  force  on  the  waters  of  the  Delaware 
than  on  thofe  of  the  Chefapeak,  mixes  witt^ 
them  fooner,  and  raifes  them  higher ;  whilft 
pn  the  other  hand  after  having  pafTed  the 
papesof  the  Chefapeak,  it  immediately  turns 
into  a  vafl:  bafon,  and  thus  lofing  its  force 
f  eiidcrs  the  reft  of  the  bay  from  two  to  threq 
feet  lower  than  the  Delaware, 

But 
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But  this  variation  in  the  height  of  the 
water  of.  thefe  two  bays  might  be  remedied 
by  fluices  at  the  points  where  the  rivers 
would  unite* 

About  a  mile  from  Elk- Town  is  the 
boundary  of  the  ftates  of  Maryland  and  De- 
laware,    There   are   in  the  ner^hbourhood 

W  I 

ibme  meadows,  which  are  kept  in  good  or- 
der ;  fituatcd  in  a  good  bottom,  and  fowed 
with  clover  and  timothy-grafs,  which  yields 
in  two  crops  from  eighty  to  one  hundred 
^^wcight  of  hay  an  acre.  Ten  hundred  weight 
of  hay  fells  here  for  fix  dollars  and  a  half. 
Thefe  excellent  meadows  do  not,  however, 
fell  for  more  than  thirty  dollars  per  acre : 
the  price  of  other  land  is  from  tea  to  fifteen 
dollars. 

Labourers  are  paid  here  fix  Ihillings  a 
day,  or  eleven  dollars  a  month  ;  the  greater 
part  of  them  are  negroes  let  out  by  their 
mafters.  In  harveft  time  they  pay  them  a 
dollar  a  day, 

Elk-River  as  well  as  the  other  rivcrB 
abounds  in  herrings  and  ducks :  this  abun« 
dance  is  a  great  refourcc  for  poor  families, 
who  may  procure  by  their  own  pains,  or  at 

a  very 
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a  very  low  price,  their  food  for  almoftr  all 
the  year  in  thcfe  two  forts  of  provifion* 
Some  hogs,  whofe  feed  cofts  them  nothing, 
as  they  let  them  run  in  the  woods,  provide 
the  jeft ;  but  the  confequence  of  this  eafy 
method  of  procuring  food  in  abundance  is, 
that,  unlefs  they  have  the  intention  of  emi- 
grating, they  become  indolent.  Three  weeks* 
work  in  harveft  time,  and  the  fale  of  the 
ducks  which  they  kill,  procure  them  as 
much  money  as  they  want:  one  or  two 
acres  of  maize  which  they  cultivate  furniffi 
them  with  bread ;  and  a  great  number  of 
them  are  therefore  idle  all  the  year* 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  MARY- 

LAND. 

All  that  I  have  feen  of  the  ftatc  of  Mary- 
land— and  I  have  travelled  through  the 
greateft  part  of  it  during  this  year  and  the 
laft — induces  me  to  believe  that  its  fituation 
in  many  parts  is  inferior  to  almoft  all  the 
other  ftates  of  America. 

Slavery,  which  gives  a  very  great  advan- 
tage to  the  eaftern  ftates  over  the  fbuthera, 

m 
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in  refpeft  to  the  cultivation  of  the  ground, 
and  fuch  manufa<Slurcd  as  the  ftate.  of  popu- 
lation in  this  new  world  permits,  produces 
&Ul  more  evils  in  Marjla&d  than  in  Virginia 
and  the  Carolinas,  as  Maryland  is  lefs  exten- 
five  than  the  three  other  ilates,  and  does  not 
produce^  like  them,  fine  and  rich  crops  of 
rice,  cotton,  and  tobacca:  added  to  whicby 
the  number  of  flares  in  thofe  ftates  is  greater 
in  proportion  than  elfewhere.  All  the  land^ 
as  I  have  before  obferved,  is  exhaufted  by 
the  crops  of  tobacco  which  have  been  con- 
tinually drawn  from  it  fince  this  ftate  has 
been  inhabited.  The  impoffibility  of  ob- 
taining more  crops,  at  leaft  from  the  greater 
part  of  the  land,  has  reduced  the  cultivation 
of  this  plant  to  nothing  ;  and  the  cultivation 
of  maize,  which  is  carried  on  in  thofe  part$ 
which  cannot  produce  any  more  tobacco, 
completely  deftroys  them.  The  great  num- 
ber of  flaves,  however,  who  are  to  be  main- 
tained renders  the  cultivation  in  fome  de- 
gree indifpenfable ;  and  the  HefGan  fly  with 
which  the  wheat  has  latterly  been  attacked, 
likewife  encourages  the  cultivation  of  maize : 
the  leaves  of  this  flukt  arc  very  good  food 

for 
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for  horfes ;  thus  the  advantages  of  Its  culti- 
vation induces  the  planter  to  forget  the 
damages  which  it  occaiions  to  the  foil  al* 
ready  irreparably  deftroyed,  as  well  as  the 
portion  of  labour  which  it  requires  from  the 
time  of  fowing  to  that  of  harveft. 

He  fees,  however,  his  crops  of  maize 
diminifh  annually;  yet  his  negroes  muft  be 
provided  with  food ;  and  if  he  feels  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  improving  his  land  by  a  proper 
cuirivation,  and  particularly  by  manuring  it 
abundantly,  he  is  prevented  fo  doing  by  the 
preponderating  neceflity  of  providing  food, 
and  by  the  want  of  the  money  necefTary  for 
thefe  improvements.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  inhabitant  whofe  exigence  depends  oil 
his  labour,  blufhes  to  work  as  a  negro.  If  he 
has  a  fmall  property,  which  he  might  by  in- 
duftry  improve,  he  haftens,  as  I  have  before 
obferved,  to  difpofe  of  it,  that  he  may  pur- 
cha(e  a  iettlement  in  fome  part  of  the  coun- 
try where  he  may  obtain  it  at  a  low  pi  ice, 
and  wherf,  by  labouring  himfelf  he  will 
not  be  liable  to  be  confidered  as  an  inferior 
being.  This  property  is  then  bought  by 
fome  rich  planter,  who  fufiers  it  to  lie  ym^ 

cultivated, 
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tultivated,  having  already  more  land  than 
he  can  cultivate.  The  white  who  has  no 
property  labours  until  he  has  faved  fufficient 
to  enable  him  to  fettle  elfewhere,  which  he 
may  foon  accomplifh,  as  he  can  eafily  earn 
from  a  hundred  to  a  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars  a  year,  befides  his  food.  Some  quit 
the  country  even  before  they  have  faved  any 
property,  and  if  they  are  good  workmen, 
find  an  opportunity  of  eftablifliing  themfelves 
with  credit  in  a  country  where  their  feel* 
ings  are  not  conftantly  wounded  by  lowering 
themfelves  to  an  equality  with  flaves.  This 
is  precifely  the  ftate  of  things  in  the  eaftern 
part  of  Maryland,  and  even  in  fome  of  the 
weftern  parts. 

There  are  a  few  places  in  the  weft  of  this 
ftate  where  it  is  otherwifc;  fuch  as  in  the 
counties  of  Frederick,  Wafhington,  and  the 
Allegany^  where  the  proportion  of  flaves  is 
very  fmall.  The  land  there  is  fertile,  and 
has  not  yet  been  drained  ;  as  they  are  new 
ftttlements,  and  as  the  temperature  of  the 
^ir  wilk  not  permit  the  cultivation  of  to- 
bacco. Thefe  three  counties,  where  alfo  the 
climate  Is  healthful,  are  peopled  with  emi*- 

grants 
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grants  from  other  flates  as  well  as  from  Marj- 
land^     Some  planters  Oh  both  fides  of  this 
flate  have   lately   begun  to  improve   their 
meadows,  and  alfo  to  cultivate  large  quan*- 
titles  of  land.     They  manure  the  ground : 
and  this   firft  ftep  towards  improvement  is 
doubtlefs  ufeful,  and  well  defigned,  as  pre- 
paratory  to   a   more  complete  fyftem  ;  but 
their  beafts  are  always,  winter  and  fummer, 
in  the  woods,  and  are  leaner  than  any  I 
have  feen  ;  but  the  means  of  fattening  them 
does  not  appear  to  occupy,  their   attention, 
nor  do  they  take  any  pains  to  abolifh,  even, 
at  a  future  period,  that  fcourge— Slavery — 
which,  humanity  and  morality  out  of  the 
queftion,  is  an   infurmountable   obflacle  to 
the  improvement  of  their  lands,  and   con- 
fequently   their   fortunes  5  and   which  is  a 
fource  of  imminent  danger  to  tfaem(elve8 
and   to   the    general    tranquillity  of.  their 
country. 

I  have  (aid  that  in  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia, and  even  in  Carolina,  many  planters 
are  conviiiced  of  thofe  dangers,  and  ipure  de- 
fitous  of  having  their. fields  cultivated  aii4 
their  domcftie  fervices  perfbrooued.  by  free- 
men 
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men  rather  than  by  flavcs ;  but  this  con- 
vidion  is  not  fufBciently  ftrong  to  lead  them 
to  the  refolution,  which  fhould  operate  as  a 
preliminary  to  the  deftrudtion  of  the  evil. 

There  are  publications  even  in  Virginia 
in  favour  of  the  emancipation  of  the  ne- 
groes; they  have,  however,  produced  no 
more  effedl  there  than  in  thofe  ftatcs  of  the 
fouth,  where  the  great  number  of  flaves  and 
fmall  proportion  of  whites  render .  every 
meafure  againft  flavery  extremely  difficult. 

They  talk  here  of  tranfporting  all  the  ne* 
grocs  out  of  the  country  at  once,  either  to 
Africa  or  to  the  fouthern  parts  of  America^ 
in  order  to  found  a  colony.  This  meafure 
would  be  fo  full  of  difficulties  in  its  excr 
cution,  and  would  be  attended  with  fo  many 
unpleafant  coniequences,  that  it  cannot  poi^ 
fibly  be  carried  into  efFeft.  The  plan  is  fup- 
ported  by  the  fear  which  manifefts  itfelf  in 
thofe  who  efpoufe  it,  that  a  mixture  in  the 
blood  would  take  place  if  the  negroes  were 
emancipated^  or  fuffered  to  remain  in  the 
country  :  ^"  in  future  generations,"  fay  they, 
^'  there  would  not  be  a  countenance  to  be 
feea  without  more  or  lefs  of  the  black  co* 

lour/' 
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lour."     This  inconvenience  would  doubtl^fir 

be  great  if  it  were  certain  ;  biit    it  by  no' 

means  appears  fo  td  me :  wife  laws  migbC 

prevent  this  mixture,  or  render  it  very  rare, 

without  any  further  abridgment  of  the  rights 

''of  individuals  than  is  already  made  by  many*^ 

other,  laws,  which,  for  the  good  of  fotiety^ 

reftrain  the  exercife  of  individual  rights ;  not 

would  fuch  a  law  be  any  evil  to  the  negro 

race.     Choice   alone  would  for  a  length  of 

time  give  a  decided  fuperiority  td  the  white 

colour,  even  in  the  eyes  of  the  blacks ;  and 

the  preference  would  of  itfelf  prevent  mixed 

marriages ;  the  U\t,  therefore,  which  fhould 

enforce  this  preference,  would  be  eafily  car-^ 

ried  into  execution. 

But  it  appears  to  me  to  be  att  error,  to 
propofe  the  emancipating  all  the  flaves  at  one 
time.  The  refpedt  due  to  the  property  of 
the  matters  of  thefe  flaves,  hitherto  acknow*- 
ledged  by  the  law,  and  to  the  maintenance 
of  order  in  fociety,  demands  that  this  great 
work  fhould  be  progreflive.  The  objefts  of 
a  law  to  free  the  flaves,  are  the  well-  berhg  of 
fociety,  and  the  happinefs  of  the  flaves  them- 

felves  •;  and  if  thefe  are  not  attaiined,  the  abo«- 

lkio» 
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lition  of  the  flave  trade  is  the  dream  of  a 
miftakcn  philanthropy.     The  great  danger  a' 
flave  has  to  encounter  after  his  emancipation'  ' 
is,  that  of  not  being  able  to  provide  for  his* 
wants ;  and  it  is  the  natural  confequence  of 
the  averfion  to  labour  contrafted  hj  every 
flave,  and  the  habit  he  has  of  feeing  himfelf 
fed  and  clothed,  without  diredtly  occupying 
himfelf  with  that  care.     But  would  not  both- 
the  danger  to  the  flave,  and  the  injury  to: 
the  mailer,  be  avoided  by  a  law  with  the  fol- 
lowing provifions :    i  ft,  To  fix  a  price,  that 
ihould  be   moderate  and  equitable,  on  the 
liberty  to  be  given  to  a  flave :    2d,  To  en- 
join the  proprietors  of  jQaves  to  permit  them 
to  work  two  days  in  each  week  for  their 
own  emolument ;  and  to  furnifti  them  with 
land,  to  raife  crops  that  ihould  be  their  own 
property ;  or  where  the  mafter  ihould  have   * 
occafion  for  their  labour  on  the  days  fet  afide 
for  their  own  ufe,  to  pay  them  at  the  fame 
fate   as  other  workmen  :     3d,    To  declare 
every  flave,  on  paying  the  price  at  which 
he  is  valued  by  the  law,  inftantly  free :  4th, 
to  declare  all  children  of  flaves,  bom  after 
the  date  of  the  law,  free;  and  all  children 
"^OL.  III.  Z  z  exifting 
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cxifting  at  the  time  of  the  law,  free  at  the 
^c  of  twenty-one ;  with  a  claufc,  to  compel 
the  mafters  to  provide  for  the  education  of 
the  latter? 

The  emancipation  of  Haves  being  thus 
the  refult  of  their  own  labour,  they  will 
in  fome  degree  have  acquired  the  habic  of 
labeur ;  and  will  no  longer  be  ftrangers^ 
as  they  how  are,  to  the  prudence  and 
Ibrefight  neccflary  to  their  exiftenqe  ;  nor 
will  fociety  have  any  thing  to  fear  on  that 
fide  from  their  emancipation.  Being  treat- 
ed as  other  labourers,  having  the  privileges 
of  while,  men,  what  particular  inducement 
can  they  have  to  injure  fociety  ?  I  am  not 
aware  that.  I  deceive  myfelf;  yet  I  believe 
that  a  law  of  this  nature  would  render  the 
emancipation  of  flaves  a  benefit  to  every 
dais,  dfj  fociety,  efpecially  in  a  country  where 
the  papulation  of  white  men  exceeds  that  of 
flaves ; .  and  I  do  not  think  the  proprietora 
of  flarves  would  have  any  reafon  to  complain 
of  fuch  a  law. 

The  population  of  the  flate  of  Maryland^ 
according  to  a  return  made  in  1 790,  amount-- 
edto  3 19,'72  8  inhabitants.;  pf  which  103,036 

were 
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W€jce  flavQs.  People  here,  who  are  the  beft 
informed,  aflert  that  the  population  of  Vhite 
jnen  is.  ijpt  increafed  ;  but  that  the  population 
of  Halves  is,  on  the  contrary,  greatly  in- 
cr^afed. 

It  is  impoflible  to  fee,  without  aftonifli*^ 
nient,  and  indeed  fome  degree  ofiiidigna- 
tion,  the  ruinous  (late  of  the  roads  ^nd 
bridges  in  Maryland.  In  the  mofl:  remote 
p^rts  of  America,  roads  and  bridges  jgre  QQt 
worfe ;  and  indeed  in  many  of  thofe  parts  of 
the  country  are  even  better.  The  negligence 
of  the  government  of  Maryland  in  this  re- 

•  ■ 

ijpedt  is  an  unpardonable  injury,  not  only  to 
the  convenience,  43ut  to  the  fecucity  of  the 
public.  The.  canaU  feem  to  te,a  little  more 
attended  to  j .  at  leaft,  companies  a^d  indivi- 
duals engaged  in  carrying  them  on  are  more 
favoured  by .  the  legiflature.  Befide  whicb> 
t][i.e  jiumber  of  navigable  rivets  with  which: 
Maryland  is  interfeded,  renders  the  carriage 
from  one  to  apqther  extremely  fhort,  ai^yd 
^flfcrds  means  of  fale  for  the  prpduce  of  this 
(late  that  are  at  once  eafy  and  cheap ;  and 
«i  ipaprovement  in  the  general  fyftem  o^ 

Z  z  2  culture 


i  * 
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culture  would  increafe  the  produce  of  this 
ftate  to  an  immenfe  extent. 

Maryland  boafts  of  having  a  particulaf 
fpecies  of  white  corn ;  arid  a  particular  kind 
of  tobacco,  known  by  the  name  of  kite-foot ; 
both  of  which  ate  originally  natives  of  Ame- 
rica, and  even  of  that  part  of  this  continent 
which  at  prefent  fofms  the  ftate  of  Mary- 
land, Tile  whit6  corn  grows  in  the  more 
fbutheirri  part  of  the  eafterri  fide  of  the  ftate, 
where,  however,  it  degenerates.  The  kite-^ 
fo6t  is  cultivated  riot  far  from  the  Potapfko ; 
and  is  in  great  fequeft,  it  is  faid,  in  Eu- 
rope. 

The  religious  fe<9:s  of  Maryland  are  as  nu- 
merous as  in  the  other  ftates  of  the  union. 
There  are  more  Roman  Catholics  in  Mary- 
land  than  in  any  other  part  of  America,  the 
firft  fettlers  of  this  ftate  being  of  that  per- 
"fuafion;  but  the  Preft)yterian8,  and  ftill  more 
the  Methodifts,  are  in  greater  numbers.  A 
Roman  Catholic  biftiop  refides  at  Baltimore ; 
in  which  city  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  ifl 
Prince  George's-Couiitry,  Queen's -County, 
and  Charles's-County,  it  is  that  the  Roman 

Catholic& 
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Catholics  iabound-  moft.  The  Catholic  re- 
ligion is  rigidly  obferved  by  its  profcflbrs 
here ;  and  makes  very  few  profelytes.  In 
general,  the  fpirit  of  religion  is  not.  jnore  pre- 
valent in  Maryland,  than  in  any  of  the  other 
ftates.  The  inhabitants  are  mild,  obliging, 
and  hpfpitAbJe.  Wherever  a  traveller  goes 
he  is  well  received  j  and  is  always  prefled  to 
make  a  longer  flay  in  every  houfe  he  vifits* 
I  have  met  with  many  perfons  of  the  up- 
per clafs  of  excellent  difpolitions ;  and  alfo 
many  of  the  inferior  clafs,  efpeclally  in  parts 
remote  fron>  towns. 

It  is  aflerted  that  the  inhabitants  of  Balti- 
more are  as  felfifti  and  inhofpitable  as  thofe 
of  Philadelphia ;  and  I  think  that  is  prob;ibly 
the  cafe,  as  the  fame  caule^  every-wh^re  pro- 
duce the  fame  effc<3^?  I  cannot,  however, 
fpeak  of  the  tri^th  of  this  aflertion  from  my 
own  experience  j  and  indeed  I  have  reafon  to 
fpeak  with  reipedl;  of  all  thof?  whom  I  had 
pccafion  to  vifit. 

The  political  fentiments  that  prevail  in  the 

upper  clfifles  of  Mar\'land  are  in  favour  of 

what  is  called  fcderalifm  ;   but  they   are  by 

.  HP  means  violent.     The  former  prefident  of 

7.  ?:  3  the 


■^id  TRAVELS  THROTJCH 

the  United  States  is  in  high  eftimation  here ; 
notwithftanding  which,  the  afts  of  his  ad- 
miniftration  are  not  indifcriminately  ap{)rov- 
ed.  There  are  fome  zealous  partifahs  of  the 
anti-federalifts  in  Maryland ;  and  they  are  to 
be  met  with  even  among  the  merchants  of 
Baltimore.  But  politics  do  not  feem  much 
to  occupy  the  country  people  of  this  ftate. 
Newfpapers  are  neither  fo  many  in  number, 
nor  circulated  to  the  fame  extent,  as  in  Penn^ 
fylvania  qx  New- York, 

RETURN  FROM   ELK-TOWN  TO  PHI- 
LADELPHIA. 

A  ftorm  of  rain  and  fnow,  with  violent 
gufts  of  wind,  once  riiore  detained  me  a 
whole  day  at  an  inn  in  Elk-Town.  I  had 
the  pleafure,  however,  of  pafling  a  part  of  the 
time  with  Mn  Philip  Thomas,  whom  I  had 
not  found  at  home  when  I  went  to  pay  him 
■a  vifit  on  the  preceding  evening,  and  who 
was  then  returning  from  Philadelphia.  Mr, 
Thomas  is  one  of  thofe  plain  and  kind  peo- 
ple that  a  traveller  is  glad  to  meet  with.  I 
tool?  my  leave  pf  him,  with  a  promife  that  I 

would 
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-would  pafs  fome  time  at  his  houfe.  as  foan  aa 
it  fliould  be  in  my  power ;  and  perfe&ly  con- . 
viaced  that  he  was  defirous  of  ray  vifiti 

The  country  that  Ues  between  Elk-Town 
and  Chriftiana   is  nearly   the  fame  as  that 
through  which  I  pafled  on  my  route  from 
Havre -de-Grace  to  Elk-Town.     Chriftiana- 
bridge  is  the  only  confiderable  place  on  this^ 
road.     It  is  at  this  place  that  the  com  that 
comes  by  land-carriage  is  put  on  board  vef- 
fels  for  Philadelphia.     At  the  diftance  of  fix 
or  feven  miles  is  a  fmall  town  called  New-* 
port,  fituafed  alfo  on  the  Chriftiana ;  which 
enjoys  a  commerce  of  the  fame  kind,  but  left 
confiderable,  arid  merely  to  fupply  that  part 
of  the  ftate  of  Delaware  which  lies  nearer 
to  Newport  than  Chriftiana-bridge.     At  five 
miles  further  lies  Wilmington.     There  are 
fome  parts  of  this  road  running  along  tht 
Delaware  and  Chriftiana  (that  falls  Into  it 
after  running  through  a  fmall  plain  tolerably 
well   cultivated),  which  prefent  a  very  fiiic 
profpciS. 

Having  in  the  beginning  of  my  account  (Jf 
this  part  of  my  journey  fpoken  at  length  df 
Wilmington,  and  the  road  between  that  town 
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and  'Philadelphia,  I  have  not  any  thing  to 
add  on  that  fubjedt,  except  that  the  heavy 
rains  which  had  fallen  for  feveral  days  had 
rendered  thefe  roads,  that  ar?  always  bad 
enough,  almoft  impaffable. 

During  this  little  excurfion,  I  obferved 
tranfitions  from  exceffive  heat  to  cold,  fome- 
times  with  the  interval  of  a  day,  but  very 
often  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  day. 

OBSERVATIONS    RESPECTING    THE 
MINERALOGY  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

In  purfuance  of  the  plan  I  Uid  dpwn  for 
myfelf,  of  concluding  the  account  of  each  of 
my  journeys  with  a  general  putline  pf  the 
mineralogy  of  the  countries  through  which 
I  pafled,  as  far  as  the  little  knowledge  I  have 
of  that  fubjedt  extepds  j  I  hayq  a  few  words 
to  add  op  that  topic. 

The .  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia  to  the 
fouth  and  weil  prefent$  the  fame  fand  and 
earth  as  on  the  eafl  and  north.  Near  the 
town,  however,  and  on  the  fpot  which  fepa- 
rates  it  from  the  Shuylkill,  where  that  rivcsr 
falls  in(o  (he  Delaware,  is  found  black  earth 

of 
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of  a  great  depth,  and  covered  with  vegeta- 
tion ;  and  which,  it  is  evident,  has  been  re- 
cently left  by  the  water.     It  has  all  the  cha- 
rafter   of  land  perfectly   new,   and  as   yet 
fcarcely  raifed  from  the  bed  of  the  river.     It 
is  conftantly  moift ;  and  is  frequently  over- 
flowed by  the  river.     This  land  is  ufed  for 
meadows,  and  is  in  great  eftimation.      It  is 
acknowledged,  however,  to  be  extremely  un- 
healthy.     Betw^een  that  and  Wilmington  the 
quality  of  the  ftone  is  quartzofe ;   ochre  is 
alfo  to  be  found  in  an  imperfedl  ftate ;  and 
iron-ore  is  perceptible  in  moft  of  the  ftones 
that  are  found  on  the  road.     Every  appear- 
ance of  the  peninfula,  that  partly  belongs  to 
the  ftate  of  Delaware,  and  partly  to  the  eaft- 
crn  fide  of  Marj'-land,  alfo  proves  that  it  is 
land  left  by  the  water ;  and  that  at  a  period 
not  long  paft :  among  thefe  are  the  quality  of 
the  foil,  its  level,  and  its  conftant  and  ex-p 
treme  humidity. 

In  this  part  of  Maryfcind  there  are  few 
ftones  found  on  the  fandy  foil  of  the  coun- 
try. The  trenching  of  the  ground,  or  fomc 
natural  accident,has  in  places,  however,  thrown 

up 
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up  a  fpecies  of  ftrong  gravel ;  in  otbers  a  foft 
argillaceous  fchillus,  and  ia  others  a  lloac 
mixed  with  iron-ore.  .  , 

One  of  the  moll  remarkable  features  of  this 
peninfula  is,  that  the  rivers  are  divided  by  a 
fuccedion  of  fwamps,  from  which  the  water 
runs  toward  the  Delaware  or  tlic  Chefapeak, 
although  the  ground  does  not  appear  to  the 
eye  to  be  more  elevated  than  the  reft  of  the 
country.  There  is  another  fad  ftill  more 
extraordinary — the  bufhes  and  plants  which 
grow  in  thefe  moraifes  are  of  th?  fame  kind 
as  thofe  which  are  found  on  the  higheft 
mountains. 

In  the  weftern  part  of  Maryland^  fmall 
round  iron-ftones  are  found  in  confiderable 
quantities.  The  foil  is  for  the  moft  part 
fand,  which  covers  a  compad:  clay.  As  one 
approaches  Federal-City  the  country  is  not 
fo  flat,  the  hills,  are  moye  diverfified,  and  are 
generally  higher.  On  the  (ite  of  Federal- 
City  the  banks  and  beds  of  the  ftream  are 
covered  with  granite,  like  the  borders  of  the 
Potowmack.  The  rocks  that  occafion  the  falls 
of  the  Potowmack  are  free-ftone. 

The 
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The  banks  of  the  Potowmack,  below  the 
falls,  and  i^eaitdli^'frbm  Getorge^Toxtn  to  a 
Ipot  near  Alexandria,  exhibit  the  fame  ap- 
pearatice  of  fuccefliTe  terraces  as  fhtfe  ia 
Connefticut,  of  which  1  h^ve  already  fpoken  5 
but  not  altogether  fo  reknarkaWtf.  ■  Tht  ttt^ 
vircins  of  Alexandria  are  filled  Mih  tfeds  of 
large  oyfter-fhells,  like  thoft  that  are  ib  fre- 
quently found' in  Lower  Virginia.  Between 
Federal-Ciity  and  Baltimore  the  ground  fe  fre- 
quently full  of  iron -ore.  Near  the  Sno^Jefi^ 
works  are  rocks  atoofag  which  at*  fomttitnes 
jFound  piedes  of  granite  and  feM-ipath.  Ia 
the  neighbourhood  of  Baltimore  the  ^oirnd 
is  fand  with  clay  ;  and  gravel  is  found  con^ 
(iderably  ftrong,  • 

Between  Baltimore  and  Ha^re-deJ-Grace  Is 
found  argillaceous  fchiftus,  and  the  foil  iis  6f 
clay  arid  of  a  red  col6ur.  On  ^  banks  of 
rivers  and  creeks  and  on  the  fidris  <rf  lilottrH 
t^ns  are  niaflcs  of  (lone- 
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NATURE  OF  THE  WOODS. 

The  woods  ia  O^f  flates  of  Delaware  and 
Maryland  produce  no  other  tre^s  than  thofe 
that  are  foui^d  in  Pejomfylvanla  and  Virginia. 
Oaks  of  every  fpedes  abound  in  thern^  many 
of  which  are  large  and  compaifl  ip  the  grain. 
They  are  ufcd  in  carpejiters'  work,  and  fur* 
niih  a  great  article  of  exportation.  The  black 
walnut-tree,  which  alio  abounds  in  thefe 
woods,  is  much  ufed  by  p^binct-makers ;  and 
makes  beautiful  furpiturc.  Every  other  kind 
of  walnut-tree  is  found  in  the  countrv,  the 
iruit  of  which^  as  well  as  the  acorn,  feeds  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  hogs  that  nin  in  the 
woods,  the  fl^fh  of  which  being  falted  forms 
one  of  the  mod  important  articles  of  the  ex^ 
portatipn  of  thefe  two  ftates*  The  cypreHi 
and  cedar  cover  the  ip^rfhy  land  j  where 
they  grow  very  large,  ^Imoft  aU  thp  difier* 
ent  kind^  of  wood  that  are  in  great  requeft 
in  Europe  are  to  be  found  in  this  latitude  j 
but  more  efpecially  in  the  weftern  part  of 
Maryland.  I  have  in  particular  noticed  the 
tulip-tree^  of  a  great  height   near   Federals 

City; 
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City  ;  and  remarably  fine  kalmia  latijiora^ 
from  twenty  to  five-and-twenty  feet  in  height, 
between  Federal-City  and  Baltimore*  I  alfo 
faw  fome  of  the  latter  near  the  Potapiko, 
whofe  bloom,  of  a  beautiful  pale  red,  was  be- 
ginning to  appear.  The  wood  of  the  kalmia 
I  have  been  told  is  ufed  for  the  axle-trees  of 
carts,  for  the  handles  of  tools,  and  all  other 
purpofes  for  which  wood  of  the  hardefl  kind 
is  preferred. 
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A. 

ABIXGDON,  village  of,  679;  its  college  burnt  down,  ib.  r 
rup[)olcd  wilfully,  680. 

Accidents,  account  of  one  at  Bofton,  349,  350,  351  ;  a  conflagra<> 
tion  in  the  woods  near  Kingfton,  which  lafted  many  days,  453* 

Agriculture,  ftate  of,  in  Norfolk -county,  24;  in  the  county  of 
Princefs  Ann,  ib.  ;  at  Monticcllo,  147;  at  Keylfel-town,  185  j 
at  Charleilown  in  \'irginia,  2 1 1  j  in  Maryland,  243  ;  in  thjC 
townlbip  of  Stonning-town^  271  ;  near  Haverhill,  394;  in  the 
State  of  Mafiachufetts,  403  ;  between  (fray's  ferry  and  Chcftcr, 
484;  at  Dr.  Warton's  farm,  jii,  ji2  ;  at  Colonel  Thylnian's, 

-    568. 

Alexandria,  environs  of,  662,  663  ;  its  herring  iifhery,  664  j  the 
handfomclt  town  in  Virginia,  ib. ;  tts  fituation,  665  ;  houfcs,  ib. ; 
t]uays,ib.;  trade, 666;  population,  ib. ;  exports,  ib.;  bank, 667;  the 
only  one  in  Virginia,  ib.  ;  account  of  its  capital  and  dividend,  ib. 

AUeghany-county,  241. 

America,  inconveniences  of  public  carriages  in,  58 ;  remarks  on  the 
treaty  with  Great  Britaiu,  295,  296,  297  ;  the  bad  ftatc  of  its 
army  regulations,  469,  470,  471. 

Americans,  their  civilities  to  travellers  in  general,  31,32;  their 
veneration  for  the  French,  57,  130,  609;  author '^  opinion  of^ 
385  ;  their  inattention  to  objects  of  great  importance^  467, 
472. 

Ames,  Mr.  at  Durham,  chara<Fler  of,  292. 

Aaabapttil^  raiic  a  colony  at  Rhode- llland,  279;  their  pcrfecu- 
tions,  301. 

Andover,  townlhip  of,  39$  f  charming  meadows  and  nometioia^ 
herds  of  fine  cattle,  ib. 

Andrews,  ]^Ir«  ouithen^ittcdl  profeflur  of  the  ouUegs  at  .Williamlr 
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Anecdote  of  Mr.  Thomas,  late  Ffench  conful  at  Baltimore^  2  75. 

Ann  Arundel,  county  of,  585  ;  its  papulation,  ib« ;  produce^  ib«; 
iron  forges,  ib. 

Annapolis,  city  of,  3  59 ;  the  rcfulcnce  of  the  great  officers  of  (late  of 
Mar)'land,  ib. ;  its  public  building?,  ib. ;  churches,  260 ;  its 
fituation,  579  ;  formerly  the  principal  city  of  Maryland^  ib. ;  its 
houfes,  580  ;  llate-houfe,  ib.  3  college,  581  ;  its  endowment,  ib. ; 
population,  ib.  3  fociety  and  hufpitalilyof  the  city,  582;  politital 
opinions,  5 8 -5. 

Appomattox-river,  account  of,  107,  in. 

Arfcnals  of  the  Unit«d  States,  at  Springfield,  408 ;  at  Wcfl-point, 

473* 
Aiigulla,  county  of,  176  5  price  of  land,  ib.  5  its  produce^  ij;* 

B. 

Baltimore,  county  of,  679  j  its  pojnilation.  ib 

Baltimore,  environs  of,  254  -,  a  to^Ti  of  great  trade,  2 jjj  j  its 
fituation,  ib.  ;  houfes,  ib.  ;  churches,  2565  quays,  670;  ex- 
ports, 67 1;  mills,  672;  banks,  ib. ;  ill  filuated  for  commerce, 
675  ;  an  obferv.itory  and  public  library,  676  j  the  only  one  in 
all  Maryland,  ib.  9  its  population,  679. 

Banks,  three  at  Bodon,  one  at  Salem,  one  at  Newbur^'-port,  31  (5, 
317 f  318;  their  capitals  and  dividend.^,  ib. ;  one  at   Hudlba, 
430  ;  its  capital,  ib. ;  one  at  Wilmington,  523  ;  its  capital,  ib. 
dividend,  524 ;  one  at  George-town,  65 J  j  its  capital^  ib»}  two 
at  Baltimore,  672. 

Bellair,  defcription  of,  681  5  the  count)-  town  of  Hartford,  ib. 

Belvidere,  the  feat  of  Colonel  Howard,  at  Baltimore^  delcription  of, 
258. 

Berldey-co\mty,  account  of,  209^  its  population,  218. 

Bermudas-hundred,  a  cuilom-houfe  at,  for  Richmond  and  Peterf- 
burg,  1123  fituation  of,  ib. ;  table  of  its  exports,  217;  re* 
marks  thereon,  ii8. 

Bethlehem,  towniliip  of,  in  the  Green-mount^lns,  425. 

Bird  Ordinar}',  account  of,  155. 

Bladeniburg,  account  of  the  village  of,  668  $  its  Ichopi,  ib. 

Block-Idand",  276 ;  famous  for  cheefe,  ib, 

Blodget^ 
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IBMgei,  Mr.  of  JP&ikddpliia,  a  large  purchafer  of  lots  at  Federal  *' 

city,  difpoTes  of  them  by  tottery,  fia7. 
Blue  Mountains,  aopount  of  the,    175;   ito  inhaUtatits  moffly  ^ 

emigrants  from  Laocaf^er,  Maryland,  or  Reading,  ij6. 
BogarduSy  Mr.  chara6br  of,  439 ;  defcription  a£  his  houie  and  farm^ 
440 ;  its  cultivation  and  produce,  445 ;  a  remaxkiUe  ph»io> 
menon  on  his  dilate,  ib. 
Bohemia-creek,  543. 

Botetourt,  Lord,  fbrmer  governor  of  Virginia,  aftatue  crefted  to  Us 
memory  at  Williamlburg,  46 }  much  disfigured  by  the  inhabi- 
taats,  47. 
Bollon,  port  of,  its  exports,  31a;  duties  on  imports,  314 ;  number 
of  velfels  at,  ib. ;  chancer  of  its  inhabitants,  315;  remarks  on 
the  preiident's  refignatioR,  396 ;  on  tha  conmierce  of  Eoglaiid 
and  America,  398, 399. 
Bourgignon,  Moniieur  Pourcherefle,  his  chara6ler,  410* 
Brandywine-creek,  account  o€,  490.  49a. 
Brandywine- river,  defcription  of,  ji6;  the  houfes  near,  ibu )  ita 

banks,  ib. 
Brandywine,  village  of,  49a  3  famous  for  its  miUs,  493  |  particala^ 
defcription    of   one,  493,    494;   labourers  moftly  Iriib  and 
Englilh,  498  i  a  manufadory  for  printing  linens,  501. 
Brentford,  townfhip  of,  in  the  county  of  hlTex,  395 ;  fomons  fo^ 

its  ihoe  manufa^ory,  ib. 
BriHol-county,  291 ;  its  extent  and  population,  ib* 
Bro  kfieldy   towndiip  of,  405  ;  great  quantities  of  potatoci  nAi 

t:car,  and  many  cattle,  ib. ;  price  of  land  and  produce,  lb* 
Bttfh-town,  68 1 )  formerly  the  county  town  of  Hartfotd,  ib* 

a 

Canids  between  Richmond  and  Norfolk,  66,  67  ;  at  Hafl^,  4rft  | 

to  pin  the  Delaware  with  the  Chefapcak,  576;  of  Ae  Potow» 

mack  company,  657. 
Caroline-county.  575. 
Carrol,  Mr.  defcription  of  his  nian£on  near  £Il!cot>  MiB,  951 ;  tft 

Annapolis,  583. 
CafUe-iiland,  Hear  Bofion,  its  foitificationSi  366* 
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Ccnterville,  chief townof  Queen  Ann^s^county,  567 ;  its  fihiatioQ,- 

ib. }  houfes^  ib. ',  church  and  prilbn,  ib.' .     » 
CharleHon,  bay  of,  account  of  the,  6. 

Chiarleflown;'  in  Vir^niai  defcription  of,  3io>  its  inhabitantSi  ib. ; 
cultivation  ofland^  211  >  produce,  ib. ;  ichooU>  ib. ;  price  of 
j^ducation,  2Vii  churches,  ib. 

Charlotte- villc,  account  of,  164. 

Cheller,  chief  city  of  the  county  of  fame  name,  485  ;  here  the  firil 
colonial  aHembly  was  held,  486 ;  account  of  its  houfes,  ib. ;  inns, 
.ib;3  population,  487  3  cultivation,  48S. 

Cheftcr,  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Kent,  548  ;  defcription  of  its 
•  college,  ib.  ; .  its  edablifhment,  ib. ;  houies,  550 ;  church,  ib  ; 
its  courts  of  ^idicature  for  the  county,  5$i  ;  manner  of  ad- 
miniftering  juftice,  ib.  j  houfe  robberies  very  frequent,  553  ;  the 
caufe  afiigned,  ib. ;  account  of  the  prifon,  557  ;  poor-houfe  for 
the  county^  559  9  expences  of  its  building,  560  5  fituation  of  the 
town,   56 1  i  its  (hipping,  56a  j  market,  564 ;  price  of  houlc 

,  rent,  ib. 

Chefter-rivcr,  561. 

Chevalier,  Monfieuf,  from  Rochefort,  account  of  his  mill  at  Rich* 

'..  mond,  72 ;  his  terms  lor  grinding,  73. 

Childbcaring,  extraordinary  indance  of,  490* 

Chriftian-Creek,  177. 

Chriftiana-river,  50J ;  account  of  the  ferry  boat  over,  ^^6. 

Chrirtiana-bridge,  village  of,  694. 

Chui$cji-hill,  defcription  of  the  village  of,  J67 ;  its  churches,  ib. 

City-point,  a  cuftom  houfc  at,  for  Richmond  and  Petcrlburg,  112  ; 
tituation  of,  ib, ;  table  of  exports,  117;  remarks  on  the  lame, 
118. 

Coal  mine,  account  of  MelTrs.  Graham  and  Havan's,  12a. 

Coddiiigton,  Doclor,  his  banifhment  for  religious  tenets,  a  79 ;  piit- 

,  chafes  from  the  Indians  Aquidacck,  now  called  Rhode  lilanJ, 
ib. 

Connc6licut-river,  412;  account  of  its  falls,  ib. 

^•Cooke,  Mr.  a  counfellor  at  Annapolis,  character  of,  58a. 

Coofooky  mountain-,  account  of,  241 ;  habitations  near  the,  242; 
inhabitants^  ib,  I  cultivation^  043. 
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Copperas  flohes,  large  quantities  of^  at'Roqiiettc,  235. 

Copper  mine^  account  of  sl,  near  New- Yotft^  479 }  its  produce^  ib. ; 

price  of  labour,  480. 
Cbrfica-creek,  567. 

D. 

Dandridge,  Mr.  a  travellfng  companion  of  the  author,  200  ;  fecrc* 
taiy  to  the  prefident,  ib. ;  his  character,  201. 

Delaware,  ftate  of  its  extent,  524 ;  hiftoiy  of,  525  ;  its  conftitutioa, 
526,  527;  population,  528;  militia,  529;  churches,  ib;  ex- 
ports, ib;  commerce,  530;  mode  of  taxation,  530,  531,  53i^» 
annual  amount  of  taxes,  ^;}^  ;  public  debt,  ib.  ;  laws  relative  to 
ilavcs,  j35  ;  criminal  law,  ib. 

De  Witt,  a  phyfician  at  Kingfton,  defcendant  of  John  De  Witt, 
chara6ler  of,  453. 

Dickifon,  General,  of  Wilmington,  his  large  gift  to  the  colonifts  from 
St.  Domingo,  518. 

Difnial-fwamp,  canal  forming  at,  13  ;  its  length  twenty-eight 
miles,  ib. ;  fragments  of  trees  found  under  the  vegetable  earth, 

234- 
Dixe,  Rev.  Mr.  an  old  jefuit,  account  of,  601  to  606;  his  opinion 

of  the  French,  603  ;  his  kindnefs  to  the  author,  606. 
Dollar,  v'alue  of,  in  Virginia,  27;  in  Maliachufetts,  306. 
Dorcheller,  county  of,  575  ;  its  produce,  ib. 
Dover  coal  mine,  defcription  of,   122  ;  extent  of  the  farm  attached 

to  it  and  its  purchafe,  124;  foil  moflly  fand-llone,  235. 
Dover,  town  of,  the  feat  of  government  of  the  Hate  of  Delaware,  535* 
Drunkennefs,  American  foldiers  much  addicted  to,  469. 
Dupleflis,  Monfieur,  a  French  officer  of  valour,  477. 

£. 

Faftem-branch,  account  of  the,  610;  paflage  over,  5i2. 
Elizabeth-river,  4  ;  account  of  its  {hip-building,  31;  the  village  of, 

252  ;  its  lituation,  ib. 
Ellicot's  mill,  account  of  the  village  of,  252;  its  fituation  ib. 
Elkridge-landing,  village  of,  670. 

Elk-town,  account  of,  694 ,  the  capital  of  Cecil-county,  ib ;  its 
houfe^ib.  ;•  trade,  ib.  :  chiefly  in  icom,  of  wlikh  great  quanti- 
-  •    ties  are  fent  to  Brandywine  and  Philadelphia,  ib, 

3  A  a  Elk- 


£(k  Alver,  694 1  abounds  witk  liuri^gt  and  duckij  Cgjm 

£rancx-i(land,  (t^iation  of,  8. 

Eufiis.  Dr.  of  Boiton,  author's  high  opinion  of,  404. 

Exeter,  the  feat  of  Grovcmmcnt  of  New  Hamplhire,  389 }  its  fitut- 

tion,  ib. ;  houfes,  390  ;  population,  ib. ;  mills^  ib. ;  an  academy^ 

^.  5  method  of  cleaning  ctiimnep,  39 1* 

Payette  La,  a  marble  bufl  ere6led  to  his  memory  in  the  capitol  at 
Richmond,  63  ;    attachment  to  him  general  in  America,  397. 

Federal-city,  account  of,  613  f  its  laws,  614  to  616,  inclulirc; 
progrefs^  ^173  eapences,  618, 619 ;  extent  of  itafite  of  land,  622 ; 
account  of  its  difierent  purchafers,  and  terms  of  payment,  ib.  -, 
623  ;  the  different  proprietors  become  rivals,  628;  account  of  iu 
houfes  and  public  buildings,  632  i  defcription  of  the  plan  of  the 
city,  634,  635  ;  unfortunate  iituation  of  Mr.  Morris  and  the  other 
proprietors,  640  j  enormous  expence  of  erecting  the  wing  oftbc 
capitol  and  pre(ident*s  houfe,  644,  64$ ;  author's  refle^liont  on« 
645  to  649 ;  its  tradefmen  and  labourers  refide  moft  at  George* 
town,  650  j  proviiions  very  badly  funiilhed,  ib* 

Feldfpar,  found  near  Noriolk,  234 }  near  Che(siqpeak-bay,  ib. ;  ia 
tht  Blue  Mountains,  238. 

FellVpointi  account  of,  256,  2$7» 

Fine  on  phyiicians  in  Virginia  for  inocuktifif  without  permiffioa 
of  the  julliccs,  80. 

Flour,  price  of,  at  Norfolk,  27  ;  at  York-town,  44  5  at  Pfcterfburg,. 
I09f  at  Staunton,  x8o;  at  Strafturg,  198;  at  New-town,  200; 
near  Poplar  Spring,  249;  at  Annapolis,  259;  at  Philadd^ia, 
263  )  at  Haverhill,  394 ;  at  Palmer,  406  j  at  Kind«li^-laDd« 
ing,  427  ;  at  Alexandria,  6^6. 

Frederick-county^  population  of,  209,  246. 

Frederic-town,  capital  of  Frederick -county,  244 ;  its  fitoatioD,  ib. ; 
population,  245  }  trade,  ib. ;  glaCi  manufa6tory,  ib. ;  produce, 
246. 

Frey,  Mr.  a  German,  defcription  of  his  inn,  188  ;  price  and  purdbafe 
of  his  inn  and  land,  1 89. 

t'riib/  John,  a  Quaker,  account  f  ihis  ^rm,  169 1  ^fuai^tf^fd^oA 


INDEX, 
lii  mdcfit  aad  its  prioe^  ib.4  price  of  the  purcfaaft  of  his  hnA, 

Fuckehoe-creeky  1^5. 

G. 

Quning,  the  ruliug  palTion  of  the  Virgialans,  77  ^  gaming  tables 
publicly  kept,  particularly  ^t  Richmond,  ib.  $  the  profcllion  of 
bank  h^kiers  cQvied  bccaufe  profitable,  76  ;  bloodihed  fivquently 
enfues,  ib. 

{Seorge-town,  account  of,  629 ;  its  port  and  copimerce,  ib. ;  mod 
of  the  tradefmen  and  labuurers  of  Federal-city  jxfide  here,  650 ; 
its  (ituation^  652  i  exports.  Lb. ;  benk,  6^3  ;  college,  656  3  price 
of  bricks  and  lime,  660  ;  tbc  county  town  of  Montgomety  in 
MaryUod*  ib* 

Gilpin^  Mr.  ^  pefpe^a}>Ie  merchant  at  Philadelphia,  defcriptkm  of 
hii.  paper-miU  on  Brandywinr^-creek^  $04 ;  hii  houfc^  50 j  1 
method  of  i^forking  his  mill,  and  quantity  made,  506 ;  ^07. 

jSoochlabd  Court-honfe,  isj  ;  defcription  of  fi  court  dxy,  i%6\  at- 
tachment of  the  ij^h^taats  to  the  French*  ib.  ^  remarks  thenon, 
127. 

iCrranite,  irregular  mafjes  of,  near  Chcfa(^ak-bay^  934$  iloaes  of, 
near  York  and  Willii^niburg,  23}  ;  fragment  of,  at  Dover,  335  ; 
maflcs  of,  very  commop  in  the  vicinity  of  the  South  Mountains, 
^36;  between  Winchefter  and  IlarperWerry,  2^7 ;  near  the  Po« 
towmack  river,  ^jy. 

Grant,  Mr.  on  board  his  vcflel  the  author  proceeds  from  Charlef* 
ton  U>  Norfolk,  2  ;  particulars  of  the  vojn^ge,  a,  5. 

Cr9)'*s-ferry,  defcription  of,  483  f  its  toll-houfe,  ib. 

Grtenbriari  accoupt  of  its  fprings,  178 ;  def[rees  of  heat  of  e8cb> 

(^uillemard,  Mr.  and  the  author  ineet  at  Norfolk,  3$  ;  at  Trenton, 
268  ;  he  proceeds  from  Newport  to  Pnividence  by  land,  275. 

Gunpowder-creek,  679  \  fep^r^tcf  the  coiitttiQi  of  Hartford  and 
Baltimore,  ib, 

H, 

({%4^ey,  defcription  of  the  canal  at,  412. 

3  A  j  Hampton^ 


INDEX. 

Hampton,  the  inail  from  Nor£;)lk  to,  the  uAial  conytjvadt  of  tn- 
vcllers,  35;  account  of  the  village  of,  36;  bad  accommodations, 
ib. ;  exports,  37  ;  its  cufiom-houfe  now  united  to  Norfolk,  ib. 

Harpcr's-feiT}',  2:6;  granite  found  near,  237. 

Hartford,  population  of  the  county  of,  681. 

Haverhill,  environs  of,  392  ;  lituation  of  the  town,  ib. ;  its  Ship- 
building, 393  ;  {hipping,  ib. ;  manufa^lories,  ib.;  population,  ^94. 

Havrc-de-Grace,  town  of,  683  ;  its  (ituation,  ib. ;  reafons  for  fup- 
jofin-r  it  would  foon  be  peopled,  684,  685  ;  its  fifhenes,  687  j 
manner  of  ialting  herrings,  688.  ' 

He't,  Mr  colle(!ttor  of  thexniiloms  at  Bermuda- hundred,  or  City- 
point,  1 16  j  his  account  of  their  exports,  117. 

Henry-cape,  7  ;  a  fort  erefted  at,  ib, 

Ht^llian  fiy,  pernicious  to  wheat,  543  ;  particularly  on  poor  (oil, 
■   544   ^^■'     ''  .:.  -       . 

Horfes,  great  lofs  on  thofefent  from  Virginia  ag^nft  the  French 
iOands,  2f.   '       ' 

Howard,  Colonel,  at  Baltimore,  his  lands  iet  on  building  leafes,  257 ; 

.   defcription  of  his  houfe,  258 ;  his  chara6ler,  ib. 

Hudfon,  account  of  the  town  of,  427  ;  its  inhabitants  moftly  Dutch, 

,.  ib.  ?  houf«3,ib.'5  population,  428  ;  trade  and  (hipping,  ib. ;  price 
of  (hip-building,  429 ;  a  port  of  entry,  430 ;  its  exports,  ib. ;  bank, 
ib. 

Hudlbn's -river,  455  ;  its  falmon  fifhery,  ib.    • 

I. 

Jefferfon,  Mr.  defcription  of  his  beautiful  feat  at  Monticello,  137, 

138,  139  i  the  culture  and  management  of  his  land,  143,  1441 

'its  produce,  146;  his  public  character,  152  to  I55,inclufive;  his 

private  charaftcr,  157;  invited  by  the  anti-federalifts  to  the  pre- 

(idcnt's  chair,  163* 

lii'lians  rendered  vindiAive  by  the  whites,  300  ;  their  quarrels  with 
the  fettlens  at  MaiTachufetts,  ib. 

Indian  com,  price  of,  at  Marlborough,  403 ;  at  Brookfield,  405 ; 
at  Wertfield,  414;  Stockbridgc,  418;  at  New  Pattz,  458 ;  at 
Brandywine,  500. 

Innj 


index: 

Imi^  fiiigqlar  account  of  poe  between  Wilnungton  and  Chefter/ 

'    488,489. 

Inoculation,  reafons  of  the  Virginians  againft,  8oj  8  c. 

K. 

Katfkiil,  account  of  the  town  of,  441;  its  (ituation,  ib. ;  its  firll 
fettlers  Dutch,  44$;  its  cultiration,  ib.  ;  (hip-building,  444; 

.  great  quantities  of  human  bones  found  here,  445  ;  charadler  of 
its  inhabitants,  448. 

Katikill-creek,  442. 

Kelleran,  Captain,  on  board  his  fchooner  the  author  proceeds  from' 

-.  the  diftri6l  of  Maine  to  Bofton,  362. 

Kent,  population  of  the  county  of,  565, 

Kent-Hland,  defcription  of,- 578 ;  its  houfes,  ib,  .    ♦ 

JCeylftU-^town^  •  accdimt.  of^  184;  its  fituation,  .185;  population^ 
j86j  '..... 

Kinderbook-landing>  405  ;  ddcription  of  the  yiUa^  of^  426. . 

Kindcrhook,  townihipisqf;  ixiithe  date  of  N^w-York,  424  ;  its  in- 
habitants n^oftly  lo#  Dutq^,  ib. ;  partial  to  the?*  own  habits^ 
425  ;  cultivation  of  laiid;  ib*  •  'r;-    '^       .     .    ♦ 

Kiill^oiiy  cidief  tow;^  in.fiJliler-QJunty,.  4^0;  burnt  by  General 
Vaughan  in   1777,  ib. ;  its  then  population,  ib. ;  rebuilt  .next 

i:  T^s-^Ji^  iritd  (hippihg,-jib. ;  inbabitantsmoftly  low  Dutch,"  45a ; 
traffic,  455.  '.',   ...'-'■."  wv. 

KndZjj  Genei}»],  author*s  fecond  viik  to/j$i ;  remarks  on  his  cffaitc^ 

' .  $S*>  553  »  qu^^  ^^  returns  byieato  B6ilQn/^6r. '  ?". 

Kymhingham,  in  the  Qreen  MouiHains,  townlhip^'bf,  4x5.    •  '"^ 


T 

• 


Labour,  price  of,  at  Norfolk,  o^j,  27  ;  at  Montioello,.x6;  ;  iB.-t9b 
valley  of  Shenandoah,.  197  ;  at  Newtown,  aoo^.  at  Winchefter, 
208 ;  at  Charleilown,  2 1 1  ;  in  the  neighbourhood  df .  Poplar  Spring, 
249  ;  in  the  townfhip  of  Stonning-town,  271  ;  at  Haverhill,  J94  ; 
at  Marlborough,  403  ;^t  WetiEeld,  414 ;  at  Sfeockbridge,  418.; 
at  Kinderhook,^  4^5  »  *^  Hudfon,  430  i  at  Katfkill,  443  ;  near 
New  Pattz,  459 ;  at  Newburg,  463  ;  at  Warwick,  54 J  ;  near 

Bufh-towQA  683  ;  at  £lk-towh,  697.  ;      \      . 

3x4  Lane? 


..t 


ImA,  price  of,  in  Norfiolk-comitf ,  s$  |  «t  NocfbBc,  m7 ;  beliMi 
York-town  and  Williamlburg,  49;  at  WiUiamiburg,  S(i*^ 
Monticello,.i65^  S  in  the  County  of  AugoAa,  177;  a^  Stsonton^ 
180 ;  at  KfyfTcU-town^  18; ;  in  the  vallejr  of  Shcnaiidoah,  197  ; 
near  the  Coofooky  mountains/  242 ;  ill  the  yidnity  of  Frederick- 
towo,  244;  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Poplar  fipiing;  348;  at 

.  Stonning-town,  27 1 ;  near  HaTcrhiil^  394 ;  at  Marlfaocough^ 
405;  at  Brookfieldy  405;  at  Weftiidd,  4<4;  in  the  Gccen 
Mountains^  41^  ;  at  Stockbridge,  418;  in  the  tuvD0i^  of  Kin- 
derhook^  ^ZS  »  ^t  Freehold,  434  ;  at  Katlkillj  44s  ;  ocsr  Nei^ 
Pattx^  458 ;  between  NewcafUe  atid  Maddlrton,  54a ;  at  War* 
vick^  $45  i  ^^  Federal-ci^»  622 ;  at  Vanville,  669  ;  near  £Ud» 
town,  697. 

land,  produce  of,  at  Williamiburgfa,  5a ;  SMor  Maiichefter,  10$.; 

,  at  Cify"pQint« a  13  ;  at  Prefquik,  114;  at  MoaticeUo,  146$  on 
Rockfifli  Mountain,  1 74 ;  in  the  valley  of  Shenandoah,  197  ^  at 
CharlefbDwn,  asz  s  in  the  townfiiip  *of  Sloniuag.-town,  A70;  at 

-  M arlbofough,  403  ;  near  KatikiU,  445 1  at  Nefr  Fat^,  4^  |  at 
Warwidc,  $45  ;  at  Vannlle,  669  ;'Oear  WH^-towv^  697. 

Law,  Mr,  of  ]^ederal-city,  character  of^  d6 1  • 

Lamiof  the  fata  of  Viiginia^  t^gaipA  paring,  77;  <V^nft  ^'f^. 
htioa,  79. 

Jica,  Thomas,  at  JtauidfainacL,  diara^  «f>  4^  i  hit  Oj^influ  oa 
working  a  coni»miU,  lb. 

3pihirfV>(ftft,  a  yqn  of/ at  th^  fbot  of  the  $^mth  Moit«tnai»  aj«^  m 
the  y»Uey  ^etin^en  the  Blur  and  Nortb  Momtuna,  %ij%  aear 
Wiqcl^eAer,  ib.  %  near  Vw^/eifdMKma^  %i% ;  iwry  ooqudob  near. 
Kingflon,  445  ;  near  Pptomack-river,  6$\  i  at  George-town^ 
0$o. 

Jjndfey,  Bfejor  William,  oon^fisffionef  of  t|ie  cuftom-luiiife  at  Koi*- 
^^>  l^  ;  hia  diara6fer,  ib. ;  author's  rtfpe^  for,  ib. 

liringfton's,  Meflrs.  of  Ne^Yodc,  ptx^nietofa  of  the  toiirn  of-8pe- 
rsnza,  432. 

X^Qiidoii,  in  the  Green  Mou](itaias,  town^p  ofi  41 5. 

Lotteiieay  authorized  by  the  State  of  Maryland*  for  Ibra^ng  a  ama^ 
621. 

]^ynam^  Mr.  a  membtf  of  CoD^fti^ chaiafter  af^4lo. 


Madifon*^  BIfhop,  prelident  of  the  ooilege  at  Winiamlbufg^  48; 

'  ^api«9  the  chftk  of  tiat^ral  and  moral  philofopby^  50 ;  hii  ^bij^ 

•   ft.  J  ebam^er^  55  j  library,  ib. 

jMbiqe,  obfervations  on  the  di(bri6l  of,  354  to  361. 

Mataeh^lfery  accooQt  of  the  town  of>  60^  106;  its  caltiyatioQ  an4 
prodnce,  io6» 

MardUdl,  jobn^  tbe  mod  celebrated  coanicllor  in  Richmond,  75'; 
account  of  bis  pra6tice,  76  ;  \\\s  chara^eri  130,  lai. 

Maifedhifetts,  refigious  perfecutions  here,  gave  birth  to  the  ilate  df 

-  Khode-IOandy  977  ;  f<£)tind^tiqD  of  tbe  flate  of,  097,  298 ;  op- 
picSoB  of  the  European  fettlers,  300 ;  caufe  of  quarrels  between 
tbe  Indiana  and  iettlers,  301 ;  its  hiilory,  302,  ^q^  ;  new  conlli- 

•'  -tiiticKOof  1780,  .705  ;  qualificationa  of  its  reprcfentatlves,  305  fo 

;  5f9';  -A«edom  of  reli gkm,  3  tp;  public  fchodls,  3 19  to  32  j  -.  no 
flavea  in  the  commonwealth  of  MaiSacbufettt^r  325;  number  of 

.  ^aves  in  1778,  18000  ;  blacks  in  179QJ  60Q0,  327  ;  its  public 
^bt,  329;  public  revenues,  330;  taxable  property,  33 1»  3331; 
^vided  into  counties,  354;  its  pc4ice  and  laws,  335;  attentidb 

'"■'wS  "thiB'legMatiife,  $^6  )  power  of  the  lawyers,  359;  roads,  341S 
^minifl ration  of  the  poor,  341,  342;  military  eftabliihmenti^ 

:  343  $  general  fpiril  of  the  peojile,  343  to  348  ;  exports,  348; 
chandler  of  its  inhabitants,  420 ;  their  political  fentimentSj* 
4i(  r,  422  %  influence  of  the  clergy  423 . 

|yf arylaod,  (late  of,  abopnds  in  iron  and  iron-works,  246 ;  its  cri- 
minal jvirifprudence,  2^4;  bouie  robberies  very  frequent,  553; 
the  canie  affigned,  ih. ;  trials  by  jury,  g^^ ;  poors'  rates  lericd  in 
each  county,  561  ;  depppulaticm  of  white  people,  570  -  thereafon 
afiigned,  ib. ;  fields  yery  large,  573  ;  character  of  its  inhabitants^^ 
576;  tbeir  political  opinions,  577,  hil^ory  of  tbe  flale,  58510. 
588;  why  named  Maiyknd,  586;  conftitution,  589,  590; 
taiies,  591,  592  ;  jMiblic  deM,  593  ;  qualifications  for  a  c!ti2en, 
594 '  gcn^t^l  ol)(ervations  on  tb?  flate,  698  to  704. 

Mdbaneck-<teel[,  136. 

Merchandize,  infpe£don  of,  at  Richmond,  particularly  pf  tobacco, 
69 ;  alio  cii  Jnnes-rmr,  6i),  76 ;  fcea  of  the  tnfpeAors,  71 ;  at 
South«civer,  597  ;  in  Prince  Geoi^e*county,  61 1. 

A>j[]4dletoa^ 


INDEX. 

Oibomes,  a  vUlage  between  Richmond .  and  Feterfturg;  ic6;  ib 
fituaticrn^  ib. 

Oxen,  price  of  a  pair,  at  WUliamlburg,  53  }  Frcfqu'ilc,  1 14  j  Brook- 
field,  405  5  Weftfield,  414  ;  Stockbridgc,  4^8  j  >Jcwbuxg,453  -, 
Chefter,  565. 

P. 

Palmer,  406  j  its  fituation  and  culture,  ib. 

Patuxcnt-rlver,  291  ;  its  bridge  the  boundary  pf  tbc  date  ofiRhode 

liland,  ib.  ^  cott<>n  works,  founderies,  anchor  forges,  &c.  ib. 
Peaton*s  inn,  account  of,  £92. 
Pcterlburg,  tov/n  of,  107)  its  fituation,  ib.  j  Uade,  i{).  5  eiLpOfts, 

108  ;  mille,  ib. ;  fociety  and  political  opinions^  1 103  delcription 

of  the  town,  ib.  j  no  church,  1 1 1 . 
Fhyiicians,  in  VirginL^,  |in«  on  for  inQici';?ating  withont  t|ip  per? 

midiun  of  the  juflices,  80. 
"planks,  price  of  at  Katfkiil,  443. 
•pld(ier-of- Paris  mixed  with  feed,  544. 

■  plume,  Mr.  at  Norfolk,  account  of  his  tan^pits,  and  rope-walk,  ay, 

Pdors*-rate,   fir  ft  introdnced  into  Virginia,  becaufe  eflabliihed  in 

•     Fngland.  55  ;  its  amount  at  Wllliamlburg,  53  ^  hovy  fettled  in 

the  ftatc  of  Maflachnfetta,  341, 343, 
-Poplar  Spring,  account  of,  248. 
^tfmouth,  df fcri|ition  of,  ^ ;  its  houfes,   10 ;  fmall  market  and 

church,  ib, ;  comtnnmcation  between  this  place  and  Norfolk,  295 

the  only  port  of  entry  in  New  Hampdiire,  379  j  its  exports,  ib.  j 

dnti^'s  on  imports,  380  j  method  of  cleaning  chimneys,  391. 
Potakent-fiver,  6oj',   its  weftem  branch  ps^tts  the  counties    of 

Prince  George  and  Ann  Arundel,  C69. 
Pot-afh,  price  of,  at  Katfkiil,  441. 
.Potowmack- river,  account  of,  213,  61 1  5  dcfpription  of  its  pailage 

through  the  Blue  Mountains,  2145  divides  the  ftatcs  of  Virginia 

ind  Maiyland,  240 ;  its  falls,  620,  657,  658  j  a  company  formed 

for  making  canals  on  and  taking  tolls,  620* 
Poughkcepfie,  famous  fgr  its  horfc  races,  444. 
Prefqu'ile,  Mr.  Davies  Randolph  s  plantation  at  Ci^.-poinl  or  Ber- 

n^ud^-hundred^  1 1 1 5  his  houfc,  1  za }  bis  judicious  monagcmcDt 

¥4 


INDEX. 

Ncw-Hampfliire,  ftate  of,  369;  its  conftitution^  3^>J7o,  3Ji; 
divided  into  counties,  372;  its  laws,  373,  374;  finances,  ib.5 
«xpcncesof  government,  375 }  its  taxable  property,  376;  taxes, 
376,  377;  ro'dds,  3785  public  debt,  ib. ;  produce,  381;  ton- 
nagc,  ib. ;  population,  382;  fchools,  3S4,  385  3  militia,  3865 
religious  freedom,  ib. 
New- town,  account  of,  199;  culture  of  lands  and  produce,  ib.3 

population,  ib, ;  no  church,  200. 
'Ncw-Windfor,  in   Orange-county,  46 1  j  defcription   of  the  town 
and   houfes,   462;    head  quarters   of  General   Walhington  in 
1779,  ib.  .: 

Kew-York  Ifland,  463;  a  college  erected  for  preftyterians,  ib.  j 

author's  arrival  at,  47 8, 
Nordwaift,  village  of,  693.  ;; 

Norfolk,  county  of,  29 1  j  its  extent  and  population,  ib. 
Norfolk,  its  fituation,  7  ;   two  forts  near,  8 ;  burnt  by. Lord  Dui|« 
more,  when  Governor  of  Virginia,  ib.  j  its  population,  1 1 5  ac- 
count of  the  town  of,  ib. ;  difeafes,  11,  12  ,  trade,  12  ;  theonljr 
port  in  the  South  of  Virginia,  1 3 ;  amount  of  its  exports,  i  j^j 
table  of  quantities  and  articles  exported,  16,  ij  -,  its  tonnage,  19 ; 
fmuggling  partly  prohibited,  19,  20  j  quantities  of  tobacco  ex- 
ported, 20  j   many  Englifli  mercantile  houfes,  ib.  3  animofitiei 
between  them  and  the  conful,  21  3  its  ihip-building,;2j  3  fchools 
and  price  of  learning,  263  prifons,  27  3  market,  ib.  3  price  of 
meat,  ib.  3  houfe  rent,  ib.  3  defcription  of  the  country  around,  30  j 
temperature  of  the  air,  3 1  3  churches,  3  3  3  mofl  of  the  colonifta 
from  St.  Domingo  fettled  here,  ib.  3  the  caufe,  343  generofity  of 
its  inhabitants,  ib.  •  . 

North-Gardens,  account  of  the,  1 7 1 3  wine  made  here,  ib. 
North-river,  defcription  of,  464  3  Weft-point,  its  narroweft  paflage, 
465  5  where  General  Arnold  intended  jto  betray  General  Clinton, 
ib.  3  ftrong  fortifications  at,  466.  467  3  the  ftation  of  the  corps  of 
artillerifls  and  engineers,  468  3  an  arfenal,  473. 

O. 

Oak|  pr\ce  of,  at  NewcafUe,  538  3  at  Annapolis,  584. 
Oats,  price  of,  at  Weftficld,  4x4  3  at  Stockbridgc,  418. 
'  Opeckan-creek^  202. 


INDIZ. 

marble  bull  of  La  Fayett^  by*  the  fain&  arti(l^.63 ;  xta  popaktko, 
ib. ;  trade,  64 ;  merchants  deal  in  HIU  of  exchange,  6$ ;  its  great 

ufury,  66 ;  houfes  of  infpe6tion  for  tobacco,  69 ;  political  ienti* 
.  ments  of  its  inhabitants,  73,  74;  its  tazes>.94;  ao  church,  99; 

defcription  of  its  bridge,  1 04. 
Rieux^   Plumard  dc,  intercfling  account  of,  132;    his   chara£lcr, 

133  ;  price  of  his  land,  134. 
Roads,  how  repaired  in  Virginia,  94  ;    in  Maflachufetts,   341 ;  in 

New  Hampihire,  378. 
Boanoke-iiland,    100;  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  firft  fettlers  landed  at. 
.    ib. 

« 

Rochefontaine,    M.  de,  commanding  officer  of  the  army   of  the 

United  States,  471. 
Rockliflj-mountain,  account  of  the,  1 73  ;  an  abominable  inn,  ib. ; 

its  land  good,  1 74 ;  its  produce,  ib. 
Rouere,  M.  a  diftreflfed  Frenchman,  relicTcd  by  Major  Prcvoft,  435 ; 

purchafes  a  fmall  farm  at  Hudlbn,  and  fettles  there,  436;  his 

charadlcr,  ib. 
Riiflel,  in  the  Green  Mountains,  townfhipof,  415. 

S. 

Sagodus-creek,  449. 

Sedgwick,  Mr.  a  member  of  the  United  States,  counfcl  for  the  (laves, 
326 ;  hb  plea,  ib. ;  meets  the  author  at  Stockbridge,  418  ;  his 
charaftcr,  ib. 

Scight,  Mr.  a  lai^yer  at  Newburg,  464 ;  his  civilities  to  the  au- 
thor, ib.   . 

Semes,  a  negro  30  or  35  years  of  age,  learned  to  read  and  write 
unaided,  30, 

Shenandoah,  population  of  the  county  of,  196. 

Shenandoah -river,  19;;. 

Shenandoah  valley,  defcription  of,  192,  216;  its  cultivation,  197; 
chara6ler  of  its  inhabitants,  216. 

Sheriffs  in  the  different  counties  of  the  (late  of  Virginia,  colleAon 
of  the  taxes,  93 ;    the  fecurity  given  and  commitiioQ  receiv- 
V     ed|  ib. 

Ship-building,  price  of,  at  Norfolk,  $55  at  Haverhill,  $935  at 
'      KaUkiil,  444,. 
:^   -;  SinglekilL 


Singkkilli  account  of;  439  j  price  <^  land  at,  ib,     -  . 

Skiniifr,  Genfifal,  a  candidate  as  memb^  of  the  HouC:  of  Repre« 

fentatives,  416. 
Smithy  Colonel,  a  ihop  keeper  at  Springfield,  account  of  his  cail- 

iron  manufa6loxy,  41 1. 
Soap's  inn,  account  of,  184. 
Spmerfet,  county  of,  1575  ;  its  produce,  ib. 
South  Mountains,  account  of  the,  2^0 ;    part  of  the  counties  of 

Wafhington  and  Frederic,  241. 
South-riYer,  defcription  of,  597. 

Sperenza,  account  of  the.  town  of,  431  ;   its  houf«8,  ib. 
Springfield,  its  foil  and  produce,  407  ;  pfice  of  land,  ib. ;  account* 
of  the  -village  of,  408  ;  its  population,  ib. ;   an  arfenal  and  ma- 
grazines,  ib. ;  trade  and  manufa6iories,  410. 
Springs,  medicinal,  at  Greenbriar  in  the  county  of  Augufta,  178, 

1 79 ;  near  the  Potowmack- river,  in  Berkley*county,  218. 
Staunton,  capital  of  the  county  of  Augulla,  177;  its  intenfc  heat, 
ib. ;  inns,  178;  population,  179;  tan-yard,  180;  trade,  ib.; 
market,  ib. ;  prices  of  meat,  ib. ;  of  land,  181  ;  difeafes,  ib. ; 
prelbyterian  church,.  182;  inhabitants  fond  of  gaming,  183; 
manners  (imilar  to  Richmond,  -ib. 
Stockbridge,  defcription  of  the  town  of,  416$    its.fituation,  ib.  5 

foil  and  produce,  417 ;  forges  and  caft-iron  works,  ib. 
Stonning-town,  a  fea-port   of  Connedticut,    268 ;    extent  of  the 
townlhip  of,    269 ;    population  of  the   town,  ib. ;    famous  for 
cheefe^  ib.  ;  quantity  of  that  article  exported,   ib ;  its  £fheries, 
272;  (hipping,    ib. ;  tax  for  fchools,    274;  admiration  of  the 

French,  ib. 

Ik 

Stony- point,  on  the  North-river,  477 ;  General  Wayne  took  this 
place  from  the  Engliih  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  ib. 

Stralburg,  account  of  the  town  of,  198;  its  churches,  ib.;  price 
of  meat,  ib. 

•'•■• '     t.        ■ 

Talbot,  county  of,  575 ;  its.  produce,  ib. 
.Tatnal,  Mr.  at^nind^ine;  defcription  of  his  cpm*»ill,  493,  494; 

-  quantity  of  com  U  grinds,  497 . . 
Taxcs^  aoxmat  o^jUiCf  at\yillianiibut;g,.53  2  in  tl^i^AaUpf  ^y^^ 
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f^z,  ^x ;  at  Rhode  Idand,  184^  aSjs  in  Mtffiidhifetth  ^34^ 
in  New  Hampftire,  f  76,  377 }  in  tile  ficte  of  Ddxtnut,  5^1; 

in  the  (late  of  Maryland,  591,  592. 
ThaytT,  Mr.  at  Providence,  a  friend  of  the  *titIior*t,  a98 ;  his 

chara6ler,  189;  a  lineal  defoendant  of  Roger  Williams,  the 

founder  of  Providence-plantation,  290 ;  hia  houie  od  the  fame 

Ipot  that  his  progenitor  cut  down  the  iirft  tite^  and  eredied  the 

firft  hutf  ib. 
Thomas,  Mr.  late  French  conful  at  Baldmoce,  his  conduft  to  the 

author,  2(3. 
Thomaftown,  author's  fecond  arrival  at,  3  jr. 
Thylman,  Colonel,  account  of  his  haaCe,    j68 ;  its  fituation,  ib. ; 

aatent  and  cultivatian  of  his  land,  {69 ;  his  chara£ber,  $78. 
Tobacco,  culture  of  at  Wood*s  taTem,   t66,  167;  account  of  the 

difierent  forts  cultivated  in  Virginia,  t68;  its  price  and  produce, 

169;  cultivated  near  South-river,  $97,  598;  in  Prince  Geoige- 

oounty,  6ti. 
Treaty  of  commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  remarks 

on  the,  29  S,  296,  297. 
Tkees,  fpecies  of,  at  York -town,  38 ;  between  Torit-town  and  Wil- 

liamiburg,  4$  ;  in  Vii^nia,  238,  239 ;  in  Maryland  and  Maf)a« 

vhufetts,  480;   near  Wilmington^    5o8>;   near  Upper  Bfsil* 

boroughi  600. 

V. 

Van  Grofbeck,  Mr.  chanfter  of,  452 ;  an  intimate  fnoai  of  Co- 
lonel BllTT,  453. 

Vermont,  Aate  of,  383 ;  law  of  the,  relative  to  popolatioa^  lb. ;  its 
preient  population,  384. 

Verplanck,  Mr.  at  Verplanck-point,  hia  uaftieod^  vdo^oo  of 
the  author,  477. 

Verplanck-point,  on  the  eadem  bank  of  the  Nortb-mcr,  477 ; 
near  this  fpot  the  union  of  the  French  and  Amtncan  armies  wis 
formed  in  178 1,  ib. 

Vining,Mr.a  memberof  Congrefi,  aQadfocaleofgreatendnenoe,  pi. 

Virginia,  its  civil  hws,  83  )  (lave  laws  milAr  tiian  in  other  coun- 
tries, 84 ;  courts  of  juflios,  86 ;  eriaunal  laws*  ib. ;  pobBc  ddc, 
t7;fliwnc<^8t|4jyqdidottagf»nt<oflaad;M^  89sit9ta3ni^9T; 

doKkh 
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kiei/ pft ;  expencei  of  its-  govemtneiit,  9 j ;  fp^uls,  94j 
H&proVided  with  arms  for  its  militia,  ib, ;  fchools  about  to  bo 
erected,  9J  ;  its  coiiftitiition,  96 ;  qualification  of  the  cle6^or» 
for  the  fenate,  ib. ;  organization  of  the  ju<Ucial  fyftcm,  98  5  free- 
dom of  religion,  99  i  firft  fettlemcnt  of,  lOo ;  extenfivc  grant  of 
Qgecn  Elizabeth  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  ib. ;  hiftory  of  the  ftafe 
of,  lod  to  104,  inclniiye;  mongrel  negroes  in  greaternumbet» 
than  in  Georgia  or  Carolina,  161 ;  general  obfervations  on  this 
itate,  219  to  21  j ;  athount  of  its  eikpotts,  lz6}  population,  ib.  ; 
extent^  ib.  i  climate,  227 :  deilitnte  of  all  means  of  public 
education,  ib. :  attached  to  the  federal  government,  130  :  cha« 
ta£ter  of  its  inhabitants,  ib. :  its  foads  and  canals,  239,  240. 
Virginians,  their  veneration  of  the  French  army^  57  :  fondnefs  of* 
gaming,  77,  205  :  indifference  of  religion^  200 :  charadter  of 
the,  23d* 

^tJpper  Marlbotoughf  village  of,  600  :  the  chief  place  in  Princo 
Geoige*s-county,  ib. 

W. 

Walkill-creek,  account  of,  456 :  the  country  around  infefkd  with 
intermrttent  fevers,  457. 

Warwick,  village  of,  543. 

Wanton,  Do^r,  character  of,  $09 :  deicription  of  his  farm/  and 
price  of  rental,  jio  :  his  agricultural  iyftem,  511,  {12^ 

Walhington,  George,  a  ftatue  erected  to  his  memoi^-  in  the  capitol 
at  Richmond^  92 :  announces  his  intention  of  retiring  from  the 
prefidency,  362. 

Waihington-cpunty,  account  of,  241 :  its  produce,  ib. :  popula- 
tion, ib. 

Webller,  Mn  account  of  his  farm,  677  :  price  of  land  and  produce/ 
ib. :  a  mill  near,  678. 

Well,  Mr.  a  member  of  the  le^flature,  J22 ;   account  of  his  re« 

taaue  fiom  his  timber,  ib. 

«■ 

Weft-pointj,  vide  North  River. 

Weft  Springfield,  account  of  the  townihxp  of,  413 ;   its  fituatioH, 
4x4 ;  cultnxe  aai  produce^  lb. 
yot.  HI,  3B  Wheats 
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Wheats  price  of,  at  P«tcKburg»  109;  4tPrd4U*ile>  uj;  »tM(«* 
ticcllo,  150:  atWcftficld,  414:  at  Stockbridge,  4x8  :  at  Ken- 
dcrhook-landing,  427 ;  at  Hudfon,  450 ;  at  New  PatU,  459 :  at 
Brandywine,  499. 

Wheat,  produce  in  flour  of  100  bulheli,  499. 
-  Whyte,  Mr.  chancellor  of  the  ftate  of  VirginU,  99. 

Williama,  Mn  a.  candidate  aa  member  of  the  Houfe  of  ^tprcftntZ' 
tivc:8^4i6. 

Williamt,  Mr.  at  Marlborough,  account  of  bis  farm  and  produce, 
403  :  workmen's  wages,  ib. :  price  of  land  and  culture,  ib. :  his 
politicd  opinions,  404. 

Williams,  Roger,  a  minifter  of  the  gofpcl,  baniihcd  from  Rhode 
Idand  to  Salem  for  religious  principles,  277  :  again  from  thence 
to  Moihawiick,  278. 

Williamiburg,  author's  arrival  at,  44 :  its  fituation,  4$ :  was  the 
capital  of  Virginia  before  the  revolution,  46 :  its  population, 
ib. :  dcfcriptton  of  the  State  Houfe,  or  capitd,  ib. :  its  College, 
47  :  its  income,  ib. :  from  whence  it  arifes,  ib. :  price  of  education, 
49 :  an  hofpital  for  lunatics,  5 1 :  culture  of  land,  $2  :  produce, 
ib. :  a  regular  market,  53  :  rcljpeft  of  its  inhabitants  for  the 
French  army,  57. 

William  town(hip,  a  college  at,  42©. 

Wilmington,  the  moil  populous  city  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  491  . 
account  of  its  population,  ib. :  its  buildings,  492  :  extent,  ib. : 
a  cotton  manufa6lory,  and  one  for  bolting  iilk,  502  :  accoont  of 
its  jK)ft,  517  :  (hip-building,  ib, :  market,  ib.;  freedom  of  reli- 
gion, ib. :  great  numbers  of  the  colonifls  from  St.  Domingo 
fettled  here,  518:  account  of  its  poor-houfe,  J20. 

Winchefter,  county  of,  575  :  its  produce,  ib. 

Winchcftcr,  the  capital  of  Frederick-county,  aai :  its  populatiou, 
ib. ;  trade,  202  :  environs,  204 :  manufa6tories  and  ftortf,  ib. : 
more  than  t^u'enty  lawyers  in  thrirtng  circumftanocs  in  this  town, 
ib. :  its  churches,  205  :  prifon  and  court-houfe,  ib. :  poor-houfc^ 
ib. :  fchools,  208  i  inns,  ib. :  good  market,  lb. 

Woodlands,  the  feat  of  William  Hamilton,  482  ;  dcfcrif^ioii  c 
his  houfc  and  gardens,  483  :  his  chara6^r,  ib. 

Wood*3  tavern,  account  of,  170 :  his  hrm  and  produce,  tb. 

Woodil(x:k,  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Shentndotb,    19$:  do- 

fmplion 
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ieription  of  the  town  of^  ib. :   fbnneriy  named  'MiIler*9^ow«« 
196:  its  trades^  ib. :  inhabitants  chiefiy  Germans^  ib« 

Y. 

Yates,  Mr.  an  £ngli(h  merchant^  travelling  companion  of  the 
author,  596. 

York-county,  population  of,  42* 

York-town,  account  of  it«  foil,  3S:  trees,  ib-:  the  pkce  where 
the  American  war  terminated,  ib. ;  General  Nelfon's  houfe  was  the 
head  quarters  of  Lord  Comwallis,  39  :  defcriptlon  of  the  village 
of,  40:  its  population,  41  :  fituation,  ib.:  was  formerly  th^ 
emporium  of  all  Virginia,  ib. :  the  capital  of  York-county,  42  s 
exports,  ib. :  no  regular  market,  43  :  prices  of  meat,  ib. :  of 
houfe- rent,  44. 

York-river,  41  :  its  (hip-building,  42. 

Y-onth,  Colonel,  at  Frincrpio,  account  of  his  iron-foundeTy,692, 693 : 
bis  number  of  workmen  and  wagos^  69  3« 
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